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Q.1. PM Modi has virtually flagged off the 8th Vande Bharata Express train connecting 

Secunderabad with which city? 

 A) Kurnool B) Anantapur 

 C) Vizianagaram D) Visakhapatnam 

  Answer : D   .   

✓ Prime Minister Narendra Modi, on the occasion of Pongal on 15 January, virtually flagged off the 

Vande Bharata Express train connecting Secunderabad with Vishakhapatnam 

✓ This is the 8th Vande Bharata Express which will cover a distance of about eight hours between 

Secunderabad in Telangana and Visakhapatnam in Andhra Pradesh. 

✓ The intermediate stops envisaged for the train include Warangal, Khammam, Vijayawada and 

Rajahmundry 

✓ This will lead to ease of living, boost tourism and benefit the economy. 

✓ In the last few years, seven Vande Bharat trains have covered a distance of 23 lakh kms, carrying 40 

lakh passengers to their destinations. 

✓ The state-of-the-art Vande Bharat Express can accelerate to 100 kmph in just 52 seconds. 

✓ Name of all 8 Vande Bharat Express train 

1.Varanasi-New Delhi,  

2.Katra-New Delhi,  

3. Mumbai Central-Gandhinagar,  

4. Amb Andaura - New Delhi 

5.Chennai - Mysuru 

6. Nagpur - Bilaspur (Chhattisgarh) 

7. Howraha-New Jalpaiguri 

8. Secunderabad-Visakhapatnam 

✓ About Vande Bharat Express Train 

✓ The first Vande Bharat Express was launched by Prime Minister Narendra Modi on 15 February 2019. 
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✓ These trains have a self-propelled engine which can save diesel and reduce electricity usage by up 

to 30%. 

✓ The first Vande Bharat Express was manufactured by Integral Coach Factory (ICF), Chennai. 

✓ It was manufactured under the ‘Make in India’ programme, at a cost of about Rs 100 crore. 

✓ These trains can achieve a maximum speed of 160 kmph.  

✓ In the Union Budget for 2022-2023 the government has proposed the development and manufacture 

of 400 new Vande Bharat trains in the next three years. 

Q.2. Defence Minister Rajnath Singh has launched the ‘Soul of Steel’ challenge in which state 

on the occasion of Armed Forces Veterans Day? 

 A) Madhya Pradesh B) Himachal Pradesh 

 C) Uttrakhand D) Rajasthan 

  Answer : C    .   

✓ The 'Soul of Steel' challenge was launched in Uttarakhand on January 14, which aims to test 

endurance at high altitude. 

✓ It has been started on the lines of 'Ironman Triathlon' long distance triathlon challenge in Europe. 

✓ The effort is being led by Claw Global, a venture and supported by the Indian Army. 

✓ Soul of Steel aims at pooling skill sets and creating a challenge that will develop the human ability to 

stabilize, survive in high altitude areas. 

✓ Apart from life skill training and youth development, it will promote adventure tourism in Uttarakhand 

globally. 

✓ Initially, there will be 12 Indian participants and six international teams and the age profile to apply is 

18 to 30 years. 

✓ The locations chosen are generally in the area of Nanda Devi National Park, which has many peaks 

over 7000 feet. 

Q.3. Piyush Goyal will launch the MAARG platform to facilitate mentorship between startups 

and entrepreneurs across sectors, stages, and functions. What does the stand for second 

A in MAARG? 

 A) Assistance B) Advisory 

 C) Association D) Application 
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  Answer : A   .   

✓ Commerce and industry minister Piyush Goyal launched the MAARG platform (Mentorship, Advisory, 

Assistance, Resilience, and Growth) on 16 January. 

✓ The portal would facilitate mentorship between startups and entrepreneurs across sectors, stages, 

and functions. 

✓ It will allow startups to connect with mentors and discuss their mentorship needs. 

✓ Startups can connect with academics, industry experts, successful founders, seasoned investors and 

others to receive personalised mentorship, clarity and practical advice on growth strategy. 

✓ Objectives of the MAARG Portal 

✓ To provide guidance and support to startups throughout their life cycle. 

✓ To establish a formal and structured platform that facilitates matchmaking between mentors and 

startups at large across diverse sectors. 

✓ Establishing a result-oriented mechanism that allows tracking of the progress of the mentor-startup 

engagement. 

✓ Key Functions of MAARG Portal 

✓ Tracking mentor and startup interactions to deliver impact. 

✓ Enabling video calls and communication through the platform. 

✓ Mobile friendly interface for ease of use. 

✓ Communicate recognition and benefits of mentor contributions. 

✓ Facilitate ecosystem supporters to host friendly events. 

✓ Providing feedback, query and complaint mechanism. 

Q.4. Union Minister for Labour and Employment Bhupender Yadav has inaugurated the 

Regional Office of EPFO in which district of Rajasthan state recently? 

 A) Jaipur B) Bikaner 

 C) Alwar D) Jodhpur 

  Answer : C    .   

✓ Union Minister for Labour and Employment, Forest, Environment and Climate Change, Bhupender 

Yadav has inaugurated the Regional Office of EPFO at Alwar, Rajasthan. 
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✓ The Regional Office will help more than 2 lakh workers, 12,000 establishments, and 8,500 pensioners 

from Alwar and the neighboring districts of Bharatpur and Dholpur. 

✓ The major industrial areas served by Regional Office are Bhiwadi, Khushkhera, Tapukara, Karoli, 

Neemrana, Behror, Gheelot, and Khairthal. 

Q.5. Which company has signed non-binding MoUs with the Uttar Pradesh government to 

extend financial assistance for various projects during UP Global Investors Summit in 

Delhi? 

 A) REC Limited B) SJVN 

 C) NHPC Limited D) Vedanta Limited 

  Answer : A   .   

✓ REC signed MoU with UP govt for multiple projects worth Rs 98,853 crore 

✓ State-owned REC has signed non-binding MoUs with the Uttar Pradesh government to extend 

financial assistance for various projects during UP Global Investors Summit in Delhi. 

✓ It will help UP in employment generation as well as exponential growth in the state. 

✓ These projects include a power plant at a cost of Rs 14,103 crore, with a capacity addition of nearly 

3,000 megawatts (MW), pollution control equipment and allied works; transmission projects worth Rs 

7,800 crore for strengthening the transmission system and network in the state, and a distribution 

project of Rs 13,600 crore for strengthening infrastructure, reducing aggregate technical and 

commercial losses 

✓ REC shared with exchanges also talked about harnessing renewable energy at a cost of Rs 45,350 

crore for the addition of 10000 MW capacity and multiple infrastructure development projects in UP 

state of Rs 20,000 crore across various sectors. 

Q.6. Which state / UTs government has launched a virtual mega book fair for state government 

schools? 

 A) Jammu and Kashmir B) Kerala 

 C) Delhi D) Ladakh 

  Answer : C   .   

✓ Deputy Chief Minister of Delhi Manish Sisodia has inaugurated a virtual mega book fair for Delhi 

government schools. 
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✓ The online platform will enable schools under the Directorate of Education to purchase books for their 

libraries and to ensure that library books reach the school’s doorstep. 

✓ Delhi is the first in the country where teachers and children of all government schools participate in 

the virtual fair and select books for their library. 

✓ The online platform of the book fair will play a pivotal role and children will be able to get access to 

the finest books. 

✓ At least 340 publishers are participating in the fair and 8,000 books have been included in it. 

Q.7. Which state has entered the Guinness Book of World Records by taking 4,500 penalty 

kicks in 12 hours? 

 A) Madhya Pradesh B) Rajasthan 

 C) Kerala D) Himachal Pradesh 

  Answer : C   .   

✓ Kerala has entered the Guinness Book of World Records by taking 4,500 penalty kicks in 12 hours. 

✓ The Department of Sports and Youth Affairs organized the event to set the Guinness record for a 

Dream Goal penalty shootout organized in Manjeri, Kerala. 

✓ Many football lovers, students, teachers and others enthusiastically queued up to take the penalty 

kicks. Officials representing the Guinness Book of World Records were present at the event organised 

by the State Department of Youth Affairs and Sports. 

✓ The Malappuram event obliterated the previous record of 2500 penalty kicks held by Germany. 

Q.8. Which of the following entity has specified identity standards for basmati rice for the first 

time? 

 A) SEBI B) FSSAI 

 C) FICCI D) SIDBI 

  Answer : B   .   

✓ Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) has specified identity standards for basmati 

rice (including brown basmati, milled basmati, parboiled brown basmati, and milled parboiled basmati) 

for the first time. 

✓ As per these standards, Basmati rice shall possess the natural fragrance characteristics of basmati 

rice and be free from artificial coloring. 
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✓ These standards will be enforced from August 1. 

✓ Basmati rice is a premium variety of rice cultivated in the Himalayan foothills of the Indian subcontinent 

and is universally known for its long grain size, fluffy texture, and unique inherent aroma and flavour 

Q.9. Which country has named Sultan al-Jaber to preside over the upcoming United Nations 

climate negotiations? 

 A) Saudi Arabia B) UAE 

 C) Qatar D) Kuwait 

  Answer : B   .   

✓ The president of the UAE’s national oil company Sultan al-Jaber has been named as president of this 

year’s COP28 climate talks. 

✓ Jaber, also UAE’s minister of industry and technology and its climate envoy, will help develop the 

COP28 agenda and play a central role in intergovernmental negotiations to build consensus. 

✓ The UAE, a major OPEC oil exporter, will be the second Arab state to host the climate conference 

after Egypt hosted the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change’s (UNFCCC) 27th 

Conference of the Parties (COP 27) in 2022. 

✓ The chief executive of the ADNOC will be the first CEO to take the role at the UN summit. 

✓ Jaber is also the Gulf state’s special envoy for climate change and has taken part in more than 10 

COP meetings 

Q.10. Sonia Guajajara has been appointed as the first minister of the new Ministry of Indigenous 

People of which country recently? 

 A) Brazil B) Qatar 

 C) Ethiopia D) Denmark 

  Answer : A   .   

✓ Brazil’s President-elect Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva announced Sônia Guajajara as the first minister of 

the new Ministry of Indigenous People. 

✓ Sonia Guajajara is widely known as the leader of the main group of Brazil’s indigenous tribes and is a 

member of the Amazon Guajajara. 

✓ She was also featured in Time Magazine’s annual list of the world’s 100 most influential people in 

2022. 
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✓ Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva promised to create the Indigenous cabinet department during his presidential 

campaign. 

✓ On 1st January 2023, he returned to power and he also previously governed Brazil from 2003 to 2010. 

Q.11. Indian Railway's wholly owned subsidiary, RailTel Corporation of India Ltd has received 

an order worth __crores from the Puducherry government. 

 A) ₹126.52 crores B) ₹149.37 crores 

 C) ₹170.11 crores D) ₹201.83 crores 

  Answer : C    .   

✓ Indian Railway's wholly owned subsidiary, RailTel Corporation of India Ltd has received an order worth 

₹170.11 crores from the Puducherry government. 

✓ Agenda : To design, develop, supply, install, test, commission, and operations, and maintenance of 

integrated command control centre (ICCC) and other associated activities for the smart city. 

✓ The contract is for five years and will be completed in 10 months. 

✓ The Smart Cities Mission was launched by PM Modi in 2015 

Q.12. Which district of Kerala has been considered the first Constitution Literate District of 

India? 

 A) Kollam B) Wayanad 

 C) Kottayam D) Ernakulam 

  Answer : A    .   

✓ Kerala’s Kollam district has been declared the first constitution-literate district of India. 

✓ This feat was achieved through The Citizen, a Constitution literacy campaign jointly launched by the 

Kollam district panchayat, District Planning Committee and Kerala Institute of Local Administration 

(KILA). 

Q.13. The Government eMarketplace (GeM) has organized an event to celebrate the success of 

"Womaniya on GeM" in which Capital ? 

 A) Bengaluru B) Mumbai 

 C) Amaravati D) New Delhi 

  Answer : D    .   
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✓ The success of “Womaniya on Government eMarketplace” was commemorated in New Delhi on 14th 

Jan 2023. 

✓ There are over one lakh 44 thousand Udyam-verified women micro, small enterprises (MSE) 

registered at present, known as “Womaniya”. 

✓ They are registered as sellers and service providers on the GeM portal and have fulfilled over 14.76 

lakh orders amounting to over 21 thousand crore rupees in Gross Merchandise Value. 

Q.14. Who has bagged a gold medal in the 23rd National Sqay Championship Sqay 

championship? 

 A) Falak Mumtaz B) Archana Sardana 

 C) Rubia Syed D) Sadia Tariq 

  Answer : A    .   

✓ An 11-year-old Kashmiri girl Falak Mumtaz from a far-flung area has won a gold medal at the national 

level in the Sqay championship in Jammu. 

✓ She is currently studying sixth standard at Aisha Ali Academy in Kulgam. 

✓ Recently four girls were selected for the Sqay championship. 

✓ Falak is the only girl who gave a tremendous performance to win the gold medal. 

✓ The 23rd National Sqay Championship was organized by the SQAY Federation of India and hosted 

by Jammu and Kashmir SQAY Association at Indoor Stadium Bhagwati Nagar, Jammu. 

✓ In the 23rd National Sqay Championship, players from all over Jammu and Kashmir performed very 

well and bagged 1st place in the overall medal tally. 

✓ Andhra Pradesh bagged 2nd place and Odisha was in 3rd place. 

Q.15. Ronald E. Asher passed away recently. Which year did he win a gold medal from Kerala 

Sahitya Akademi, Trichur? 

 A) 1983 B) 1990 

 C) 1974 D) 1997 

  Answer : A    .   

✓ A British linguist and educator specializing in Dravidian languages, Ronald E. Asher passed away at 

the age of 96. 

✓ He won a gold medal from Kerala Sahitya Akademi, Trichur, in 1983 and was honored by the Royal 

Society, Edinburgh in 1991. 
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✓ His relationship with Kerala began during his days at the University of London. 

✓ He was also a recipient of a medal from the College de France, Paris in 1970. 

 
 

 

 

Q.1. The Reserve Bank of India Core Banking Solution system is known by which name? 

 A) E-Lakshmi 

 B) E-Kuber 

 C) E-Dhan 

 D) E-Maal 

  Answer : B   .     

Q.2. The Cheque Transaction System is in use in India from which year? 

 A) 2010 B) 1014 

 C) 2020 D) 2012 

  Answer : A    . 

Q.3. The Report on Currency and Finance (RCF) is released by which organisation? 

 A) Reserve Bank of India B) Ministry of Finance 

 C) Indian Banks’ Association D) Banking Codes and Standards Board of India 

  Answer : A   .   

Q.4. Which among the following measures can lead to more foreign direct investment (FDI) in 

India? 

 A) production-linked incentive (PLI) scheme 

 B) improved ease of doing business 

 C) opening up of the insurance sector 

 D) all of the above 

  Answer : D    .   

STATIC GK Based Current Affairs MCQs 15 & 16 January 2023 
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Q.5. What is the maximum amount of insurance cover provided by DICGC to the bank 

customers, upon the liquidation of the bank? 

 A) Rs 5 lakh B) Rs 1 lakh 

 C) Rs 3 lakh D) Rs 2 lakh 

  Answer : A   .   

Q.6. The Financial Stability Report is released by which organisation? 

 A) MoF B) IBA 

 C) FICCI D) RBI 

  Answer : D   .   

Q.7. Which of the following organization is the nodal agency for the implementation of the 

‘Interest Subvention Scheme for MSMEs 2018’ launched by Ministry of Micro, Small and 

Medium Enterprises (MSMEs)? 

 A) RBI B) SIDBI 

 C) SBI D) NPCI 

  Answer : B   . 

Q.8. Which of the following is the term used for storehouses where banknotes and rupee 

coins are stocked on behalf of the Reserve Bank for distribution to bank branches? 

 A) currency depot B) coin depot 

 C) currency bank D) currency chest 

  Answer : D   .  

Q.9. What is the maximum value of transaction allowed in a CP transaction (except ATM 

transactions) using NFC contactless technology undertaken without AFA requirement? 

 A) Rs. 1,000 per transaction 

 B) Rs. 2,000 per transaction 

 C) Rs. 5,000 per transaction 

 D) Rs. 10,000 per transaction 

  Answer : B   . 
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Q.10. The rate at which the Reserve Bank is ready to buy or rediscount bills of exchange or other 

commercial papers is known as? 

 A) Repo Rate B) MSF 

 C) Reverse Repo Rate D) Bank Rate 

  Answer : D   . 
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