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Q.1. Who has been appointed as the Science Chief by the US Space Agency NASA? 

 A) Ellen Stofan B) James L Green 

 C) Jennifer Wiseman D) Nicola Fox 

  Answer : D   .   

✓ NASA appoints top solar scientist Nicola Fox as the agency's Science Chief. She has been the former 

top scientist of the Parker Solar Probe mission to study the Sun.  

✓ Fox will now be leading NASA's Science Directorate, which runs an annual budget of about $7 billion.  

✓ She replaced Swiss-American scientist Thomas Zurbuchen, who has been in charge since 2016. 

NASA IN NEWS 2022-23 
➢ NASA appoints top solar scientist Nicola Fox as the agency's Science Chief. 

➢ NASA to launch ‘Mars mission’ on Blue Origin’s New Glenn. 

➢ ISRO-NASA ‘NISAR’ satellite to be launched from India in September. 

➢ NASA’s “all-electric” plane X-57 is soon set to take off, the US space agency.. 

➢ United States space agency NASA has said the country plans to test a spacecraft engine powered 

with nuclear fission by 2027. 

➢ NASA will retire International Space Station in 2031. 

➢ SpaceX Awarded shared NASA contract worth up to $100 million. 

➢ NASA and IBM Partners to Build AI Foundation Models to Advance Climate Science. 

➢ After 30 years in orbit mission, NASA–JAXA Geotail spacecraft have signed off, after the failure 

of the spacecraft’s remaining data recorder. Since its launch on July 24, 1992, Geotail orbited 

Earth. 

➢ SpaceX launched NASA’s Crew-6 mission to orbit en route to the International Space Station. 

➢ NASA’s Dragonfly rotorcraft is scheduled to reach the Selk Crater region on Saturn’s moon Titan 

in the year 2034. 

➢ NASA’s SpaceX Crew-5 Launches to International Space Station. 
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Q.2. Which institution has launched India’s first municipal bond index? 

 A) RBI B) SEBI 

 C) BSE D) NSE 

➢ NASA’s Artemis 1 moon rocket, formerly known as Exploration Mission-1, returned to the launch 

pad, to take a step closer to a historic lunar mission. 

➢ Artemis 3, which is scheduled to make a moon landing with a crew by 2025. 

➢ Artemis 1, the first of several missions is intended to successfully land astronauts on the moon. 

➢ NASA launches CAPSTONE mission to the moon. 

➢ NASA is set to launch a mission called “DAVINCI Mission”. 

➢ The mission will fly by Venus and explore its harsh atmosphere in 2029. 

➢ NASA’s climate research scientist Cynthia Rosenzweig won World Food Prize 2022. 

➢ NASA launches next-generation GOES-T satellite to track hazardous weather in western United 

States. 

➢ NASA Plans to Retire International Space Station in 2031. 

➢ NASA launches $1 Million Deep Space Food Challenge jointly with Canadian Space Agency. 

➢ Jahnavi Dangeti becomes first Indian to complete prestigious Nasa programme. 

➢ NASA successfully completes deployment of James Webb Space Telescope (JWST). 

➢ NASA's James Webb telescope reaches final stable position, parked 15,00,000 km from Earth. 

➢ Indian origin Anil Menon is SpaceX’s first flight surgeon. 

➢ NASA’s Parker Solar Probe enters the Sun’s upper atmosphere. 

➢ NASA launches world’s first Double Asteroid Redirection Test (DART) Mission. 

➢ NASA launches Lucy Mission to study the Jupiter Trojan asteroids. 

➢ Nasa is sending two new missions to Venus, which will take place between 2028 and 2030. 

➢ NASA plans to send Rover ‘VIPER’ on Moon in 2023 to search for water, other resources. 

➢ National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) 

➢ Founded : 1958 

➢ Headquarters : Washington, D.C 

➢ Motto : For the Benefit of All 

➢ 14th Administrator : Bill Nelson 
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  Answer : D    .   

✓ National Stock Exchange (NSE) launched India’s first municipal bond index, the India Municipal Bond 

Index (IBMX). 

✓ The Nifty India Municipal Bond Index was launched at a SEBI workshop on Municipal Debt Securities 

at Bengaluru.  

✓ It tracks the performance of municipal bonds issued by Indian municipal corporations across maturities 

and having investment grade credit rating. 

 

Q.3. Which is the first platform to launch ‘UPI LITE payments’? 

 A) Paytm Payments Bank B) Airtel Payments Bank 

 C) India Post Payments Bank  D) Jio Payments Bank 

  Answer : A   .   

NSE IN NEWS 2022-23 
➢ NSE gets the final SEBI approval to launch Social Stock Exchange. 

➢ According to the Forward Industry Association (FIA), the National Stock Exchange (NSE) has 

emerged as the world's largest derivatives exchange in 2022 in terms of the number of traded 

contracts. 

➢ NSE Indices the subsidiary company of National Stock Exchange (NSE) has launched Nifty India 

Digital Index. 

➢ There are 23 stock exchanges in India. Among them, two are national-level stock exchanges 

namely Bombay Stock exchange (BSE) and National Stock Exchange (NSE). The rest 21 are 

Regional Stock Exchanges (RSEs). 

➢ National Stock Exchange of India (NSE). 

➢ NSE was established in the year 1992 as the first dematerialized electronic exchange in the 

country. 

➢ The National Stock Exchange of India Limited (NSE) is the largest financial market in India. 

➢ Nifty 50 is the flagship index of the National Stock Exchange of India Limited (NSE). 

➢ NIFTY 50 index was launched by NSE in the year 1996. 

➢ Headquarters - Mumbai, Maharashtra 

➢ Managing Director & CEO - Ashish Kumar Chauhan 
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✓ Paytm Payments Bank has become the first platform to launch UPI LITE payments, to enable quick 

and seamless transactions of up to Rs 200 without having to enter a PIN to make a payment. 

✓ UPI LITE is enabled by National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI) and it aids users to carry out 

multiple small-value UPI transactions without using a PIN. 

✓ The interface facilitates inter-bank peer-to-peer (P2P) and person-to-merchant (P2M) transactions. It 

is used on mobile devices to instantly transfer funds between two bank accounts. 

 

 

 

PAYTM PAYMENTS BANK IN NEWS 2022-23 
➢ Paytm Payments Bank becomes 1st to launch UPI LITE feature. 

➢ Paytm bank gets RBI nod for Surinder Chawla as new CEO. 

➢ Paytm Payments Bank receives RBI observations on IT report. 

➢ Paytm Bank Gets RBI nod to Operate as Bharat Bill Payment Operating Unit. 

➢ Paytm Payments Bank has been given the scheduled bank status by the Reserve Bank of India. 

The bank has been included in the Second Schedule to the Reserve Bank of India Act, 1934. 

➢ Paytm Payments Bank 

➢ Founded : 2015 

➢ Founder : Vijay Shekhar Sharma 

➢ Headquarters : Noida 

➢ Interim CEO : Deependra Singh Rathore  

➢ Vijay Shekhar Sharma holds 51 per cent in the entity with One97 Communications holding 49 per 

cent. 

➢ Payment Banks in India were set up on the recommendation of the Nachiket Mor Committee on 

Comprehensive Financial Services for Small Businesses and Low Income Households. 

➢ The minimum capital requirement is ₹100 crore. 

➢ Bharti Airtel set up India's first payments bank, Airtel Payments Bank in 2017. 

➢ India currently has 6 Payment Banks namely, Airtel Payment Bank, India Post Payment Bank, 

Fino, Paytm Payment Bank, NSDL Payment Bank and Jio Payment Bank. 
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Q.4. Who has been awarded the 2023 Marconi Prize? 

 A) Ranjan Gogoi B) Amitabh Bhachhan 

 C) Raghuram Rajan D) Hari Balakrishnan 

  Answer : D    .   

✓ Computer scientist Hari Balakrishnan has been awarded the 2023 Marconi Prize. Dr. Balakrishnan is 

a professor in the Department of Electrical Engineering and Computer Science, Massachusetts 

Institute of Technology (MIT). 

✓ The award is given in recognition of the broad impact on society of his fundamental discoveries in 

wired and wireless networking, mobile sensing and distributed systems. 

✓ About Hari Balakrishnan 

✓ Hari Balakrishnan is the Fujitsu Professor of Computer Science and Artificial Intelligence in the 

Department of Electrical Engineering and Computer Science at Massachusetts Institute of Technology 

(MIT).  

✓ He is also the Founder, Chief Technology Officer, and Chairman of Cambridge Mobile Telematics 

(CMT). 

✓ About the Marconi Prize 

✓ The Marconi Prize is the flagship award of the Marconi Society. 

✓ The award is given annually to innovators who have made a significant contribution to enhancing 

digital inclusion through the advancement of information and communication technology. 

✓ The award is recommended by an independent selection committee of Marconi Prize recipients and 

approved by the Marconi Society Board. 

Q.5. Which of the following universities will be the first foreign university to establish a campus 

in India? 

 A) University of Cambridge 

 B) Stanford University 

 C) Harvard University 

 D) Deakin University 

  Answer : D   .   

✓ The first foreign university to establish a campus in India will be Deakin University of Australia.  
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✓ The autonomous campus will be built in Gujarat International Financial Tec-City (GIFT) City. While 

visiting Ahmedabad, Australian Prime Minister Anthony Norman Albanese is anticipated to make the 

official announcement. 

✓ According to the QS World University Rankings, Deakin University is ranked 266 overall. It is one of 

the top 50 new universities worldwide. 

✓ At least two Australian institutions are considering opening campuses in India. 

Q.6. Singapore Airlines owns 25.1% of the Air India group after investing how so many funds? 

 A) $213 mn B) $225 mn 

 C) $267 mn D) $280 mn 

  Answer : C   .   

✓ Singapore Airlines receives 25.1% stake in Air India group. 

✓ Singapore Airlines will give Air India an additional SGD 360 million (USD 267 million). With its 

acquisition by Tata and merger with Vistara Airlines, it will give SIA a 25.1% interest in the firm.  

✓ Through this deal, SIA will strengthen its relationship with Tata and gain an instant strategic position 

in a company that is four to five times bigger than Vistara in terms of size. 

✓ Vistara Brand To Be Discontinued With Air India Merger. 

✓ Tata Group owns a 51 per cent stake and Singapore Airlines the rest in Vistara. 

✓ This will make the carrier the country’s largest international carrier and second-largest domestic 

carrier.  

✓ The deal is expected to be completed by March 2024. 

Q.7. During April-December of this fiscal year, foreign direct investment (FDI) into India 

declined by 15% to USD 36.75 billion. Which of the aforementioned countries was the 

largest investor? 

 A) Mauritius 

 B) Singapore 

 C) United States 

 D) New Zealand 

  Answer : B   .   

✓ FDI equity inflows decline 15% to $36.75 bn in Apr-Dec FY23 
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✓ During April-December 2022-23, Singapore emerged as the top investor with USD 13 billion FDI. It 

was followed by Mauritius (USD 4.7 billion), the US (about USD 5 billion), the UAE (USD 3.1 billion), 

the Netherlands (USD 2.15 billion), Japan (USD 1.4 billion), and Cyprus (USD 1.15 billion). 

✓ The computer software and hardware sector attracted the highest inflows of USD 8 billion during the 

nine-month period of this fiscal 

Q.8. Which sportsperson has won the gold medal in the men's shot put event of the AFI National 

Throws Competition? 

 A) Inderjeet Singh B) Omprakash Singh 

 C) Tejinderpal Singh Toor D) Tek Chand 

  Answer : C   .   

✓ Former Asian Games Champion Tejinderpal Singh Toor has won his second AFI National Throws 

Championship.  

✓ He won the gold in the men's shot put event by increasing one centimetre in the same record.  

✓ He threw his best throw 19.95 meters away. 

✓ Toor is the gold medalist of the 2018 Asian Games.  

✓ In the Women's Discus Throw Event, Kalavati Basappa of Karnataka won gold with a throw of 44.83 

metres whereas, in the Men's Discus throw event, Manjeet of Haryana won gold with a throw of 51.24 

metres. 

Q.9. Central Government approves the purchase of how many HTT-40 Basic Trainer Aircraft? 

 A) 50 

 B) 60 

 C) 70 

 D) 80 

  Answer : C   .   

✓ Union Cabinet has approved the procurement of 70 HTT-40 basic trainer aircraft from Hindustan 

Aeronautics Limited (HAL) for the Indian Air Force at a cost of Rs 6,828.36 crore. 

✓ These aircraft are to be supplied by HAL over a period of next six years. 

✓ The HTT-40 is a turbo prop aircraft and is designed to provide good low speed handling qualities and 

improved training effectiveness 
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Q.10. In which city is the ‘Pusa Krishi Vigyan Mela’ being organized? 

 A) New Delhi B) Patna 

 C) Chandigarh D) Jaipur 

  Answer : A   .   

✓ The Pusa Krishi Vigyan Mela, organised every year by theIndian Agricultural Research Institute (IARI), 

will be organised inDelhi from 2 to 4 March 2023. 

✓ Pusa Krishi Vigyan Mela will be inaugurated by Union Agriculture and Farmers Welfare Minister 

Narendra Singh Tomar.Narendra Singh Tomar is the chief guest in this event. 

✓ The theme of the Pusa Krishi Vigyan Mela is “Nutrition, Food and Environmental Protection with Shree 

Anna” 

✓ The main attractions of the fair this year are- technical sessions on important and contemporary issues 

in agriculture, development of Shree Anna based value chain under International Shree Anna Varsh, 

smart farming / protected farming model, climate friendly and sustainable agriculture, agricultural 

marketing and export. 

Q.11. Who has been honoured with the ‘Player of the Year Award’ by the Asian Chess 

Federation? 

 A) Parimarjan Negi B) D Gukesh 

 C)  Krishnan Sasikiran D) Vidit Gujrathi 

  Answer : B    .   

✓ Indian Grandmaster D Gukesh has been honoured with the Player of the Year award by the Asian 

Chess Federation (ACF).  

✓ Grandmaster D Gukesh won the gold medal with a score of 9/11 at the 44th Chess Olympiad in 

Mahabalipuram last year.  

✓ In March last year, Gukesh became only the sixth Indian to break the 2700 Elo-rating mark and the 

youngest grandmaster from the country to be rated above 2700.  

✓ All India Chess Federation bagged the 'Most Active Federation' award during the ACF Annual Summit 

Q.12. Axis Bank has acquired the Indian Consumer Business of which Bank? 

 A) Citi Bank B) Federal Bank 

 C) Union Bank Of India D) Bandhan Bank 
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  Answer : A    .   

✓ Axis Bank has completed the acquisition of the consumer business of Citibank. India's third largest 

private sector bank has acquired the consumer businesses of Citibank in India. The deal is part of a 

global business strategy by Citigroup to expand its operations in 13 countries, including India by the 

year 2021.  

✓ This was followed by the announcement of the decision to wind up retail banking operations.  

✓ For this Axis Bank will pay up to Rs 12,325 crores to Citibank 

Q.13. Who won the Women's Singles Title in National Badminton Championship? 

 A) Aakarshi Kashyap B) Anupama Upadhyay 

 C) P V Sindhu D) Sayali Gokhale 

  Answer : B    .   

✓ Former world junior number one player Anupama Upadhyay has won the Women's Singles Title at 

the National Badminton Championship at the Balewadi Stadium.  

✓ The 18-year-old Anupama defeated Aakarshi Kashyap in the women's singles final match.  

✓ The same men's singles title was won by Mithun Manjunath by defeating Priyanshu Rajawat in the 

final match. Gayatri Gopichand and Trisha Jolly won the women's doubles title.  

✓ Also, Hemanagendra Babu and Kanika Kanwal won the mixed doubles title. 

Q.14. Which country has been honoured with the Government Leadership Award 2023 by the 

GSM Association? 

 A) India B) Singapore 

 C) China D) Canada 

  Answer : A    .   

✓ India receives GSMA Government Leadership Awards 2023. 

✓ India was declared the winner at a ceremony organised by the Mobile World Congress on February 

27, 2023, in Barcelona. 

✓ Global System for Mobile Communications- The Global System for Mobile Association (GSMA) has 

presented the Government Leadership Award 2023to India for implementing best practices in telecom 

policy and regulation. 
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✓ According to the Minister for Communications, Electronics & Information Technology and Railways, 

Ashwini Vaishnav, more than 85 per cent mobile tower clearances are now instantaneous. 

✓ With nearly 1 lakh locations in 387 districts, India's 5G roll-out is one of the fastest in the world. 

✓ The Global Mobile Communications Systems Association (GSMA), which represents over 750 mobile 

operators and 400 companies in the telecom ecosystem, recognizes one country every year. 

✓ Along with this several initiatives were taken like license reforms, creation of PM Gati Shakti Sanchar 

Portal, streamlining of Right of Way (ROW), spectrum reforms, satellite reforms etc 

Q.15. Who has taken over as the new Principal Director General of PIB? 

 A) Rajesh Malhotra B) Alok Sinha 

 C) Nripendra Mishra D) Satyendra Prakash 

  Answer : A    .   

✓ Rajesh Malhotra appointed as new Principal Director General of Press Information Bureau. 

✓ The Central Government has appointed Rajesh Malhotra, a senior officer of the 'Indian Information 

Service', as the Principal Director General of the 'Press Information Bureau'. 

✓ Along with the appointment of Rajesh Malhotra, the Ministry of Information and Broadcasting (MIB) 

has appointed Priya Kumar as Director General of Doordarshan News. 

Q.16. Who has launched the VAIBHAV Fellowship scheme for the Indian Diaspora abroad? 

 A) Rajnath Singh B) Manoj Sinha 

 C) Jitendra Singh D) Devendra Singh Rana 

  Answer : C    .   

✓ Union MoS (Independent Charge) Science & Technology, Dr. Jitendra Singh has launched the 

VAIBHAV Fellowship scheme for the Indian Diaspora abroad. 

✓ Aim : To improve the research ecosystem of India’s Higher Educational Institutions by facilitating 

academic and research collaborations between Indian Institutions and the best institutions in the world 

Q.17. Which country along with India has agreed to work in the areas of deep tech start-ups? 

 A) Estonia B) Belarus 

 C) Lithuania D) Poland 

  Answer : C    .   
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✓ India and Lithuania agreed to work in the areas of deep tech startups as well as forge lasting ties in 

manufacturing of semiconductor chips. 

✓ A high-level Lithuanian delegation led by Economy and Innovation Vice Minister Karolis Aemaitis 

called on Union Science & Technology Minister Jitendra Singh and discussed ways and means to 

revive the 2010 agreement in the area of science and technology. 

Q.18. Who has signed two MoUs with HTMi, and Lamrin Tech Skill University? 

 A) Ministry of Education 

 B) Ministry of Labour and Employment (MLE) 

 C) National Skill Development Corporation (NSDC) 

 D) National Mineral Development Corporation (NMDC) 

  Answer : C    .   

✓ National Skill Development Corporation (NSDC), under the aegis of Ministry of Skill Development and 

Entrepreneurship (MSDE) and with due support from Ministry of Tourism signed an MoU with 

Switzerland based Hotel and Tourism Management Institute (HTMi) to jointly provide certificate, 

diploma, advance diploma  and certification courses in hospitality trades to the aspiring students. 

✓ A tri-party MoU was signed by NSDC, HTMi and Lamrin Tech Skill University (LTSU). 

✓ The first MoU signed between National Skill Development Corporation (NSDC) and HTMi outlined the 

broad contours of this partnership and the second was a tripartite MoU between NSDC, HTMi and 

Lamrin Tech Skill University(LTSU). 

Q.19. First Anti-Corruption Working Group (ACWG) meeting of the G20 is being organized in 

Which City? 

 A) Mumbai B) Gurugram 

 C) Chennai D) Hyderabad 

  Answer : B    .   

✓ The First Anti-Corruption Working Group Meeting (ACWG) of G-20, is set to take place in Gurugram, 

Haryana from 1st to 3rd March, 2023. 
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✓ During the three-day event at Gurugram, over 90 delegates from 20 members countries, 10 Invitee 

countries and 9 International Organizations will engage in detailed deliberations on strengthening 

International Anti-corruption mechanisms. 

✓ G 20 ACWG meetings have one Chair (Presidency country) and one co-chair country. The co-chair 

for the G20 ACWG 2023 is Italy. 

Q.20. Which edition of the Civil Accounts Day was celebrated in India on March 01, 2023? 

 A) 47th B) 44th 

 C) 45th D) 46th 

  Answer : A    .   

✓ The Civil Accounts Day was celebrated on 1st March to mark the 47th foundation day of Indian Civil 

Accounts Service (ICAS) in new Delhi. 

✓ The Civil Accounts Day has been organised every year by the Indian Civil Accounts Service (ICAS), 

since its inception in 1976. 

✓ ICAS is one of the Civil Services of India. It comes under the Department of Expenditure, Union 

Ministry of Finance 

 

 

 

Q.1. Kanwar Lake is located in which part of India ? 

 A) Rajasthan B) Jammu & Kashmir 

 C) Chhattisgarh D) Bihar 

  Answer : D   .     

Q.2. The Asian Hockey Federation is headquartered in __. 

 A) Dubai, United Arab Emirates 

 B) Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia 

 C) Vienna, Austria 

 D) New York, United States 

  Answer : B    . 
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Q.3. Kamlang Tiger Reserve is situated in which Indian state? 

 A) Andhra Pradesh 

 B) Arunachal Pradesh 

 C) Sikkim 

 D) Odisha 

  Answer : B   .   

Q.4. In which part of India is the Sirohi National Park located? 

 A) Goa B) West Bengal 

 C) Ladakh D) Manipur 

  Answer : D    .   

Q.5. What is the currency of South Africa? 

 A) Zloty B) Kyat 

 C) Rand D) Sol 

  Answer : C   .   

Q.6. Where is the Ujjivan Small Finance Bank headquartered ? 

 A) Bengaluru B) Noida 

 C) New Delhi D) Chennai 

  Answer : A   .   

Q.7. Maharaja Bir Bikram Airport is located in which of these states? 

 A) Tripura 

 B) Sikkim 

 C) Nagaland 

 D) Arunachal Pradesh 

  Answer : A   . 
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Q.8. Merdeka Cup is associated with which of these sports? 

 A) Tennis 

 B) Football 

 C) Cricket 

 D) Hockey 

  Answer : B   . 

Q.9. The Indian folk dance Tertali or teratali has its origin from which state? 

 A) Punjab B) Haryana 

 C) Madhya Pradesh D) Gujarat 

  Answer : C   . 

Q.10. The Vivekananda Yuba Bharati Krirangan is a stadium based in which of these place? 

 A) Kolkata B) New Delhi 

 C) Patna D) Bhubaneswar 

  Answer : A   . 
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