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Aparchit Super Current Affairs MCQ with facts- 18 March 2023

By APARCHIT EXAM WARRIORS/Kumar Kaushal Sir

Q.1. Who is the winner of 2023 Saraswati Samman?

A) Sivasankari B) Ram Darash Mishra
C) Vasdev Mohi D) Sharankumar Limbale
Answer : A

v" Noted Tamil writer Sivasankari has been conferred with the prestigious Saraswati Samman for the
year 2022.

v' The award is for his book "Surya Vamsam", a memoir published in Tamil in 2019

v Sivasankari is a prolific writer who has made significant contributions to Tamil literature, and the award
is a recognition of his talent and dedication.

v Sivasankari's recognition with the Saraswati Samman will help bring greater visibility to Tamil literature
and inspire new generations of writers in the language.

v' About Saraswati Samman

v Itis given annually to an outstanding literary work written in any Indian language and published during
the last 10 years.

v' The award carries a cash prize of Rs. 15 lakh, a citation and a plaque.

v' The award has been received by some of India's most prominent writers, including Harivansh Rai
Bachchan, Mahasweta Devi, M.T. Vasudevan Nair, and S.L. Bhairappa.

v' The Saraswati Samman has played an important role in promoting Indian literature and recognizing
the contribution of Indian authors to the global literary scene

v' First winner : 1991 : Harivansh Rai Bachchan for his four volume autobiography, Kya Bhooloon Kya
Yaad Karoon, Needa Ka Nirman Phir, Basere Se Door and Dashdwar se Sopan Tak

Q.2. TwolIndian places have found place in TIME Magazine’s ‘World’s Greatest Places of 2023’,

which lists ’50 extraordinary destinations across the world to explore’. Apart from Ladakh,
which other place from India is on the list?

A) Balasore B) Kalahandi
C) Mayurbhanj D) Sambalpur
Answer: C
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v' The TIME Magazine has unveiled its list of the ‘World’s Greatest Places of 2023, which lists '50
extraordinary destinations across the world to explore’.
v' This list contains two locations from India as well. They are Odisha’s Mayurbhanj district and the Union
Territory of Ladakh.
v" While Mayurbhanj has been selected for their rare tigers and ancient temples, Ladakh has been
chosen for its adventures and eats.
v' The complete list of ‘World’s Greatest Places of 2023’
1 Tampa, Florida
2 Willamette Valley, Oregon
3 Rio Grande, P. R.
4 Tucson, Arizona
5 Yosemite National Park, California
6 Bozeman, Montana
7 Washington, D.C.
8 Vancouver
9 Churchill, Manitoba
10. Dijon, France
v' 31- Ladakh, India
v' 32 - Mayurbhanj, India

» Odisha’s Mayurbhanj and Ladakh among TIME magazine’s list of ‘World’s Greatest Places of
2023'.

» Time magazine named President Volodymyr Zelensky as well as “the spirit of Ukraine” as its 2022
person of the year.

» Reliance Jio Chairman Akash Ambani listed on Time’s 100 Emerging Leaders’.

» Ahmedabad and Kerala, have been featured in TIME magazine’s list of world’s greatest places of
2022.

» Gautam Adani, Karuna Nundy, Khurram Parvez among Time's 100 most influential people 2022.

» Deepika Padukone gets inaugural TIME100 Impact Award 2022.
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Q.3. Rajasthan Government has announced 19 new districts for the state. This takes the total
number of districts in Rajasthanto
A) 52 B) 33
C) 40 D) 59
Answer : A
v" The Chief Minister of Rajasthan, Ashok Gehlot has announced the launch of 19 new districts and 3

new divisions in Rajasthan.

Presently there are 33 districts in the state.

With the creation of these 19 new districts, the total number of districts in Rajasthan will increase to
52.

The three new divisional headquarters are Pali, Sikar and Banswara.

The 19 new districts are Anoopgarh, which was part of Ganganagar; Balotra (Barmer), Beawar

(Ajmer), Kekri (Ajmer), Deeg (Bharatpur), Deedwana-Kuchaman (Nagaur), Dudu (Jaipur), Gangapur

City (Sawai Madhopur), Jaipur North, Jaipur South, Jodhpur East, Jodhpur West, Kotputli-Behror
(Jaipur-Alwar), Khertal (Alwar), Neem Ka Thana (Sikar), Phalodi (Jodhpur), Salumber (Udaipur),

Sanchore (Jalore) and Shahpura (Bhilwara).

Chief Minister of Rajasthan, Ashok Gehlot has announced the launch of 19 new districts and 3
new divisions in Rajasthan.

Presently there are 33 districts in the state.

With the creation of these 19 new districts, the total number of districts in Rajasthan will increase
to 52.

Mauganj, a tehsil of Rewa, becomes Madhya Pradesh's 53rd district.

Chhattisgarh CM Bhupesh Baghel inaugurated Manendragarh-Chirmiri-Bharatpur and Sakti as
the 32nd and 33rd districts of the State (2nd week of September 2022).

Sakti is carved out from Janjgir-Champa, Manendragarh-Chirmiri-Bharatpur has been
demarcated from the Koriya district.

Chhattisgarh Chief Minister Bhupesh Baghel has inaugurated three new districts in the state. (1st
week of September 2022)
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» The new districts -- Mohla-Manpur-Ambagarh Chowki, Sarangarh-Bilaigarh, and Khairagarh-
Chhuikhadan-Gandai.

West Bengal to form 7 new districts, making a total of 30 districts (Earlier 27 District)
Andhrapradesh Proposed to Re-organize the current 13 districts to 26 new districts.

Nagaland creates 3 new districts Niuland, Tseminyu, Chumukedima (Total 15 District)

YV V V V

Meghalaya Cabinet approves creation of new district named Eastern West Khasi Hills District (

total 12 District).

» Chhattisgarh CM Bhupesh Baghel announces 4 new districts (Mohla Manpur, Sarangarh-
Bilaigarh, Shakti, Manendragarh) : total 32 district .

» Punjab CM Declares Malerkotla as 23rd District (carved out of the Sangrur district

Q.4. Ernie Bot is an Al based product launched by which company?

A) Baidu B) Google
C) Amazon D) Apple
Answer : A

v" The Chinese search engine company BAIDU has launched an artificial intelligence-powered chatbot
known as Ernie Bot.

v This Al product is similar to ChatGPT, a product by OpenAl.

v" Ernie is built on Baidu’s in-house models — Enhanced Representation through Knowledge Integration
(ERNIE) and Pre-trained Dialogue Generation Model (PLATO).

v" ERNIE is capable of literary creation, mathematical calculation, business writing, understanding the
Chinese language and multi-modal generation, comprehend human intentions and deliver logical

responses that are human-like and fluent.

Q.5. The Global Millets (Shree Anna) Conference was recently organised in New Delhi. Which
country is the largest producer of millets in the world?

A) India B) Sri Lanka
C) Bangladesh D) Russia
Answer : A
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v Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi inaugurated the Global Millets (Shree Anna) Conference in New
Delhi on March 18, 2023.

v The Conference has been organised by the Agricultural and Processed Food Products Export
Development Authority (APEDA), Ministry of Commerce and Industry, Government of India to
stimulate the exports of millets from India and provide market linkage to the producers.

v' The two-day global conference will focus on promotion and awareness of millets among producers,
consumers and other stakeholders; millets’ value chain development; health and nutritional aspects
of millets; market linkages; research and development etc.

v India is the largest producer of millets

Q.6. Which state has the highest literacy rate of 94% according to the data shared by the

Ministry of Education?
A) Karnataka B) Kerala
C) Gujarat D) Maharashtra

Answer : B

v" According to the Ministry of Education, Bihar has the lowest literacy rate in India at 61.8%, while Kerala
has the highest at 94%.

v' Apart from Bihar, other states with low literacy rates are Arunachal Pradesh at 65.3% and Rajasthan
at 66.1%, while Lakshadweep with 91.85% and Mizoram with 91.33% follow Kerala.

v The literacy rate in rural India is 67.77%, while the literacy rate in urban areas is 84.11%

v About Saakshar Bharat Scheme

v' Saakshar Bharat Yojana was implemented in rural areas of 404 districts of 26 states and one union
territory to improve the adult literacy rate. The program targets areas with a female literacy rate of
50% or less as per the 2001 census.

v" The objective of the plan was to raise the country's overall literacy rate to 80% and reduce the gender
gap to 10% by the end of the Twelfth Five Year Plan. The program was extended till March 31, 2018.

v' The objective of the Samagra Shiksha scheme is to provide universal access and retention in
education, bridge gender and social category gaps, and enhance learning levels from pre-school to
senior secondary level.

v' The Central Government assists the States and Union Territories in implementing the Samagra

Shiksha Yojana as a programme.
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Q.7. Which country researchers find terrifying plastic rocks on remote island?

A) China B) United States
C) Brazil D) Mexico
Answer : C

v" The geology of Brazil’s volcanic Trindade Island has fascinated scientists for years, but the discovery
of rocks made from plastic debris in this remote turtle refuge is sparking alarm.

v' Melted plastic has become intertwined with rocks on the island, located 1,140 km (708 miles) from the
southeastern state of Espirito Santo, which researchers say is evidence of humans’ growing influence
over the earth’s geological cycles.

v" The pollution on this island comes from fishing nets, which are very common debris on Trinidad

Island’s beaches.

Brazil and Argentina to Begin Preparations for Common Currency.

Inacio Lula da Silva Sworn in As the President of Brazil for the 3rd Time.

Brazilian Government Declares Medical Emergency in Yanomami

Brazil Appoints Sonia Guajajara as First Minister of Ministry of Indigenous People

Brazilian football legend Edson Arantes do Nascimento, famously called Pelé, has passed away.
Brazil landscape garden Sitio Burle Marx receives UNESCO World Heritage status.

BRAZIL

Capital : Brasilia

Currency : Real

V V V V V VYV V VYV V V

President : Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva

The 3rd annual edition of International SME Convention 2023 (ISC) is to be organized from
19th to 21st March 2023 in Which City?

A) Mumbai B) New Delhi

o
®

C) Bengaluru D) Ahmedabad

Answer : B
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v The 3rd annual edition of the International SME Convention 2023 (ISC) is going to be organized jointly
by the Ministry of MSME & Ministry of External Affairs , India SME Forum, along with Govt. of Madhya
Pradesh as a Key State Partner and Govt. of Uttar Pradesh as Associate State Partner.

v' International Network for SMEs (INSME) and World Union of Small and Medium Enterprises
(WUSME) are the international partners and TATA AlA is the insurance partner for the ISC 2023 from
19th — 21st March 2023 in New Delhi.

Q.9. Prime Minister Modi and Sheikh Hasina to be jointly inaugurated the Friendship Pipeline
of which countries?

A) India-Nepal B) India-Bangladesh
C) India-Russia D) India-Afghanistan
Answer : B

v Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Bangladesh Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina will inaugurate
the India-Bangladesh Friendship Pipeline through video conference on March 18, 2023.

v" The India-Bangladesh Friendship Pipeline is a proposed 130 km long pipeline for high-speed diesel
transport from Siliguri in India to Parbatipur in Bangladesh.

v' Maitri Pipeline is the first cross-border energy pipeline between India and Bangladesh with an
estimated cost of Rs 377 crore.

v' The pipeline has a capacity to transport 1 million metric tonnes per annum (MMTPA) of high-speed
diesel (HSD), and will be constructed by India's Numaligarh Refinery Limited (NRL) at an estimated
cost of USD 1.6 billion.

v Initially, the pipeline will supply high-speed diesel to seven districts in northern Bangladesh.

v' The operationalization of the India-Bangladesh Friendship Pipeline will provide a sustainable, reliable,
cost-effective and environment-friendly mode of HSD transportation from India to Bangladesh

v" The pipeline will enhance cooperation in energy security between India and Bangladesh.

v' This is part of the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) signed between India and Bangladesh in
April 2017 to strengthen cooperation in the energy sector.

v" The pipeline will help Bangladesh meet its growing energy demand and reduce its dependence on
imported fuel, while providing an opportunity for India to expand its energy exports to neighbouring
countries.

v" About Bangladesh

Follow us: Official Site, Telegram, Facebook, Instagram, Instamojo 12
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v" Prime Minister - Sheikh Hasina
v" Currency - Bangladeshi Taka
v Capital - Dhaka

Q.10. Which government has cancelled 813-gun licenses in the state to clamp down on the gun

culture?

A) Punjab B) Maharashtra

C) Bihar D) Madhya Pradesh
Answer : A

v" Punjab AAP government has cancelled the 813 gun licenses across the state in a bid to clamp down
on the “gun culture” in the state,

v' Why is Punjab clamping down on gun culture?

v' The Punjab government has been under pressure from the opposition over “worsening” law and order
after the murders of kabaddi player Sandeep Nangal Ambian in March 2022, singer Sidhu Moosewala
in May 2022, the November 2022 killings of Shiv Sena leader Sudhir Suri and Dera Sacha Sauda
follower Pardeep Singh

Q.11. Which Company has signed MoU with Shell Energy India Private Ltd to explore prospects
of importing and handling of ethane and other hydrocarbons?

A) ONGC B) NHPC
C) Coal India D) GAIL India
Answer : D

v' GAIL (India) Limited has signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with Shell Energy India
Private Limited to explore prospects of importing and handling of ethane and other hydrocarbons.

v 1t will be transported further through GAIL’s 14,830 km of natural gas pipelines to demand centres.

v" Reliance Industries has also begun to import ethane from the United States (US) to replace natural
gas and naphtha as fuel at its petrochemical plants.

v' Ethane is expected to be produced in large volumes in North America due to the shale gas revolution,

which has generated an abundance of liquefied natural gas (LNG) and liquefied petroleum gas (LPG).
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Q.12. Who has taken over as the new chairman and managing director (MD) of Bharat Petroleum

Corporation Ltd (BPCL)?

A) G Krishnakumar B) Pushp Kumar Joshi

C) Rakesh Kumar Jain D) Shrikant Madhav Vaidya
Answer : A

v' G Krishnakumar has taken over as the new chairman and managing director of Bharat Petroleum
Corporation Ltd (BPCL).

Krishnakumar replaces Arun Kumar Singh, who retired as chairman in October 2022.

Krishnakumar will hold the position of chairman and managing director till April 2025.

Bharat Petroleum Corporation Limited (BPCL)

AN NN

Headquarteres : Mumbai

Q.13. Which company unveils India's first homegrown quadruped robot and exoskeleton?

A) Grene Robotics B) Svaya Robotics
C) Seven robotics D) ARi (Automotive Robotics India Pvt. Ltd.)
Answer : B

v" The indigenous robots and wearable exoskeletons were developed by Hyderabad-based Svaya
Robotics in collaboration with the DRDO Labs, Research and Development Establishment (R&DE),
Pune, and the Defence Bioengineering and Electromedical Laboratory (DEBEL), Bengaluru, as
technology demonstrators with their design inputs.

Q.14. United Nations Secretary General Antonio Guterres has appointed which person from
India as the United Nations Resident Coordinator in Tajikistan?

A) Vasant Narasimhan

B) Arvind Krishna

C) Kavilmadam Ramaswami Parvathy
D) Laxman Narasimhan

Answer : C
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v India’s Kavilmadam Ramaswami Parvathy, who has served in leading roles at the World Food
Programme in Turkiye and Afghanistan, has been appointed by UN Secretary-General Antonio
Guterres as the United Nations Resident Coordinator in Tajikistan.

v" United Nations Resident Coordinator, Parvathy served as Representative and Country Director for the
United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) in Turkiye.

Q.15. Who has informed in the Lok Sabha, that Solar projects of an aggregate capacity of 64,380
MW have been installed in the country ?

A) R. K. Singh B) Smriti lrani
C) Jitendra Singh D) Hardeep Singh Puri
Answer : A

v Union Minister of Renewable Energy & Power, R. K. Singh informed in the Lok Sabha, that Solar
projects of aggregate capacity 64,380 MW have been installed in the country, as on 28.02.2023,
including 106 MW in Ramtek Parliamentary Constituency.

v" The solar capacity of the country has increased from 21,651 MW to 64,380 MW i.e. increase by 197%
in last 5 years.

v The Government has set a target of achieving 500 GW of installed capacity from non-fossil fuels,
including around 270 GW of solar capacity, by 2030.

v' Solar projects of capacity 3772 MW are installed in Maharashtra.

v" MEASURES TAKEN TO PROMOTE RENEWABLE ENERGY INCLUDING SOLAR ENERGY IN THE
COUNTRY

v' Waiver of Inter State Transmission System (ISTS) charges for inter-state sale of solar and wind power
for projects to be commissioned by 30th June 2025;

v Declaration of trajectory for Renewable Purchase Obligation (RPO) up to the year 2029-30;

v" Schemes such as Pradhan Mantri Kisan Urja Suraksha evam Utthaan Mahabhiyan (PM-KUSUM),
Solar Rooftop Phase II, 12000 MW CPSU Scheme Phase I, etc;

v" Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) up to 100 percent under the automatic route continued.

v" Launch of Green Term Ahead Market (GTAM) to facilitate sale of Renewable Energy Power through

exchanges
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Q.16. The World Sleep Day 2023 was observed on March 17. What is the theme of the day in
2023?

A) Sleep is Essential for Health
B) Better Sleep, Better Life, Better Planet
C) Quality Sleep, Sound Mind, Happy World
D) Regular Sleep, Healthy Future

Answer : A

v' The World Sleep Day is held every year on the Friday before Spring Vernal Equinox.
v In 2023, the World Sleep Day falls on March 17, 2023.
v' The theme of 2023 is “sleep is essential for health.”
It is organized by the World Sleep Day Committee of World Sleep Society with the objective to lessen

the burden of sleep problems on society through better prevention and management of sleep disorders

Q.17. Tim Paine has recently announced retirement from cricket. He played for which country?

A) New Zealand B) England
C) Australia D) South Africa
Answer: C

v' Former Australia Test captain and Wicketkeeper, Tim Paine has announced his retirement from
cricket.

v His last match was Marsh Sheffield Shield on 17 March 2023 in which his team Tasmania played
against Queensland at the Bellerive Oval.

v' Paine has played 35 Tests for Australia, including 23 as skipper, and 35 ODIs.

Q.18. Which day of the year is observed as the Global Recycling Day annually?

A) March 15 B) March 16
C) March 17 D) March 18
Answer : D

v" The Global Recycling Day is observed every year on 18th March to recognise the importance of
recycling as a resource, not waste.

v Theme for 2023 is “Creative Innovation”.
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v" The Global Recycling Day was created in 2018 by the London-based Global Recycling Foundation to
promote the concept and practice of recycling and reuse.

Q.19. What is the theme for Global Recycling Day in 20237

A) Recycling into the Future B) Recycling Fraternity
C) Recycling Heroes D) Creative Innovation
Answer : D

v" Theme for 2023 is “Creative Innovation”.

STATIC GK Based Current Affairs MCQs 18 March 2023

By APARCHIT EXAM WARRIORS/ Kumar Kaushal Sir

Q.1. India’s first credit rating agency commissioned its operation in which year?

A) 1987 B) 1988
C) 1999 D) 1990
Answer : B |

v" CRISIL is India’s first rating agency and it started its operation in 1988
Q.2. What is the base year for National Income?
A) 2010-11
B) 2011-12
C) 2312-13
D) 2009-10
Answer : B

Q.3. Which of the following organization replaced the “General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade
(GATT)” in 1995.

A) IMF B) World Bank
C) WTO D) UNCTAD
Answer : C
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Q.4. What is the minimum Capital to Risk-weighted Assets Ratio (CRAR) by RRBs?

A) 8% B) 9%
C) 10% D) 7%
Answer : B

v" RRBs are required to maintain a minimum Capital to Risk-weighted Assets Ratio (CRAR) of 9 per cent
on an ongoing basis.

Q.5. What is the sanctioned limit, for classification of export credit under Priority Sector

Lending?

A) Rs 20 crore per borrower B) Rs 50 crore per borrower

C) Rs 30 crore per borrower D) Rs 40 crore per borrower
Answer : D

Q.6. Who determines the rate of interest under the Gold Monetisation Scheme?

A) Reserve Bank of India B) Commercial Banks
C) Government of India D) Collection and Purity Testing Centre
Answer: C

Q.7. What is the tenor range of dated Government securities?
A) 5 years to 40 years
B) 5 years to 30 years
C) 5 years to 20 years
D) 10 years to 30 years

Answer: A
Q.8. Which of the following is the authorized Central KYC Records Registry (CKYCR) in India?
A) CARE B) CERSAI
C) CIBIL D) UIDAI
Answer : B

v' Government of India has authorised the Central Registry of Securitisation Asset Reconstruction and
Security Interest of India (CERSAI), to act as, and to perform the functions of the CKYCR
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Q.9. ___ refers to replacement of actual card details with an alternate code called the “token”.
A) Reorganisation B) Altering
C) Tokenisation D) Codenisation
Answer:C

Q.10. Conversion of the token back to actual card details is known as

A) reverse tokenisation B) de-tokenisation
C) re-tokenisation D) altered tokenisation
Answer:B
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& %» MY PAID GROUP

STUDENT GOT SELECTION IN

IBPS RRB CLERK

GOOD LUCK FOR YOUR FUTURE

:{)URNEV FEELING PROUD (%
)

NAME - PRIYADARSHINI
KALIYAMOORTHY

ROLL NO - 2120036944
SELECTED IN - RRB PO
SAPTHA GIRI GRAMEEN BANK
STATE - TAMILNADU

Name: Bathina Maneesha
Rollno: 2543024278
Selected in : RRB clerk
State : Telangana

E5%5 MY PAID GROUP
STUDENT GOT SELECTION IN
1BPS RRB CLERK

GOOD LUCK FOR YOUR FUTURE
JOURNEY FEELING PROUD

NAME - BATHINA MANEESHA
ROLL NO - 2543024278
SELECTED IN - RRB CLERK
STATE - TELAGANA

%:3%5 MY PAID GROUP
STUDENT GOT SELECTION IN
IBPS RRB CLERK

GOOD LUCK FOR YOUR FUTURE
JOURNEY FEELING PROUD.

NAME - GARVITA VARSHNEY
ROLL NO -

SELECTED IN - ARYAVART
GRAMIN BANK CLERK
STATE - UTTAR PRADESH

%3%5 MY PAID GROUP
STUDENT GOT SELECTION IN
IBPS RRB CLERK

GOOD LUCK FOR YOUR FUTURE
JOURNEY FEELING PROUD

NAME - NISHU SHARMA
ROLL NO - 1523008901
SELECTED IN - RRB CLERK
STATE - HARYANA

E&%s MY PAID GROUP
STUDENT GOT SELECTION IN
IBPS RRB CLERK

- GOOD LUCK FOR YOUR FUTURE
JOURNEY FEELING PROUD

- NAME - ISHITA GARG
- ROLL NO - 2283004123
| STATE - PUNJAB
BANK - PUNJAB GRAMIN BANK

£2%5 MY PAID GROUP
STUDENT GOT SELECTION IN
IBPS RRB CLERK

GOOD LUCK FOR YOUR FUTURE
JOURNEY FEELING PROUD.

NAME - GURIYA KUMARI
ROLL NO -1373006773
SELECTED IN - RRB CLERK
DAKSHIN BIHAR GRAMEEN
BANK

%555 MY PAID GROUP
STUDENT GOT SELECTION IN
IBPS RRB CLERK

GOOD LUCK FOR YOUR FUTURE
JOURNEY FEELING PROUD.

NAME - NIPUN

ROLL NO - 1533002831
SELECTED IN - RRB CLERK
STATE - HARYANA

%255 MY PAID GROUP
STUDENT GOT SELECTION IN
IBPS RRB CLERK

GOOD LUCK FOR YOUR FUTURE
JOURNEY FEELING PROUD

NAME - GURPREET KAUR

ROLL NO - 2283002821

BANK - PUNJAB GRAMIN BANK
STATE - FROM PUNJAB

=§

3% MY PAID GROUP
STUDENT GOT SELECTION IN
IBPS RRB CLERK

GOOD LUCK FOR YOUR FUTURE
JOURNEY FEELING PROUD

NAME - PRAVEEN

ROLL NO - 1801005776
SELECTED IN - RRB PO
KARNATAKA GRAMMENA
BANK

STATE - KARNATAKA

%555 MY PAID GROUP
STUDENT GOT SELECTION IN
IBPS RRB CLERK

GOOD LUCK FOR YOUR FUTURE
JOURNEY FEELING PROUD

NAME - MANU VARGHESE
ROLL NO - 2110710970
BANK - KERALA GRAMEEN
BANK CLERK
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