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Q.1. Daniel Mookhey is the first Indian-origin politician to be appointed as a Treasurer by the 

Senate of which country? 

 A) Australia B) UAE 

 C) Canada D) Russia 

  Answer : A   .   

✓ An Indian-origin politician, Daniel Mookhey has been appointed as the Treasurer of the New South 

Whales in Australia. 

✓ He is the first Indian-origin politician to become Treasurer of Australia. 

✓ Mookhey took oath on the Bhagwat Gita, also being the first Australian minister to do so. 

AUSTRALIA IN NEWS 2022-23 
➢ An Indian-origin politician, Daniel Mookhey has been appointed as the Treasurer of the New South 

Whales in Australia. 

➢ India and Australia target $100 billion bilateral trade in next five years. 

➢ Australia and India have agreed to accelerate a broader economic partnership and to boost their 

defence ties, Australian Prime Minister Anthony Albanese said in New Delhi. 

➢ Deakin University of Australia to set up campus in Gujarat International Financial Tec-City (GIFT) 

City. 

➢ India and Australia sign a framework mechanism for mutual recognition of qualifications. 

➢ India and Australia signed the Economic Cooperation and Trade Agreement (ECTA). 

➢ Australia announced it will erase the British monarch from its banknotes, replacing the late Queen 

Elizabeth II’s image on its $5 note with a design honoring Indigenous culture. 

➢ Australia’s longest-serving captain in the shortest format of the game, veteran batter Aaron Finch 

called time on his international career. 

➢ Now Punjabi is all set to be taught in public schools in Western Australia. 

➢ The bilateral training exercise “AUSTRA HIND 22” between contingents of the Indian Army and 

the Australian Army begins at Mahajan Field Firing Ranges in Rajasthan. 
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Q.2. Which organisation has approved USD 108 million loan for Assam to help the state improve 

disaster preparedness and enhance flood forecasting? 

 A) IMF B) World Bank 

 C) Asian Development Bank D) UNDP 

  Answer : B    .   

✓ The World Bank’s Executive Board of Directors has approved USD 108 million loan for Assam, to help 

the state improve disaster preparedness and enhance flood forecasting. 

✓ The loan amount has been approved under the $500 million Assam Integrated River Basin 

Management Project. 

✓ The project will benefit around 6 million people in the state by building green infrastructure in the Beki 

and Buridehing river basins, to reduce vulnerability to floods and river erosion in the state 

✓ The $108 million loan will be issued from the International Bank of Reconstruction and Development 

(IBRD). 

➢ Anthony Albanese sworn in as Australia’s new prime minister 

➢ Novak Djokovic defeated Stefanos Tsitsipas in the final of men’s singles match of the Australian 

Open 2023. 

➢ In the Women’s Singles category, Aryna Sabalenka defeated Elena Rybakina. 

➢ ICC Women’s T20 World Cup Final: Australia won the Women’s T20 World Cup for the sixth time 

when they beat South Africa by 19 runs in the final at Newlands 

➢ AUSTRALIA 

➢ Capital : Canberra 

➢ Currency : Dollar 

➢ Prime Minister : Anthony Albanese 

ASSAM IN NEWS 2022-23 
➢ World Bank’s Executive Board of Directors has approved USD 108 million loan for Assam, to help 

the state improve disaster preparedness and enhance flood forecasting. 

➢ Assam Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma has launched the Mission Lifestyle for Environment 

(LIFE) in the state. 
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Q.3. What is the revised rate of return on the provident fund (PF) deposits as decided by the 

Employees’ Provident Fund Organisation (EPFO) for FY23? 

 A) 8.25% B) 8.50% 

 C) 8.10% D) 8.15% 

  Answer : D   .   

✓ The Central Board of Trustees (CBT) of the Employees’ Provident Fund Organisation (EPFO) has 

raised the interest rate on the provident fund (PF) deposits marginally to 8.15 percent for FY23. 

✓ This was 8.1 percent in the previous financial year, FY22. 

✓ The 8.15 percent rate of return for 2022-23 (FY23) is the second-lowest since 1977-78. 

✓ Earlier, the rate of return of 8.1 percent declared by EPFO for 2021-22 was the lowest in 45 years. 

✓ In 1977-78, the return was 8 percent. 

✓ Since then, the rate of return had either been 8.25 percent or higher. 

➢ Assam-based non-profit organization Aaranyak has formed a network of local communities called 

the Elephant Conservation Network (ECN). 

➢ North East’s 1st compressed biogas plant in Assam. 

➢ Assam to Celebrate Mongeet Festival of Music, Culture, and Food. 

➢ REC Limited, a Maharatna Company under the Ministry of Power, Govt. of India organized ‘Bijli 

Utsav’ in Anandapur Gaon of Baksa district and adjoining villages in Assam. 

➢ Assam Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma launched the second version of ‘Orunodoi’, the 

flagship scheme . 

➢ Tapan Saikia will receive the Asom Baibhav, the highest civilian honour that the Assam 

government. 

➢ Trees Beyond Forests initiative launched in Assam. 

➢ Assam Grants Industry Status to Its Tourism Sector 

➢ Assam CM Himanta Biswa Sarma launched ‘Swanirbhar Naari’ scheme 

➢ Assam CM Himanta Biswa Sarma launched ‘Vidya Rath – School on Wheels’ project 

➢ Gamosa, Tandur Redgram, and Ladakh apricots get GI tags from Assam. 

➢ Assam CM Nominated Charaideo Maidam to Seek UNESCO World Heritage Tag. 

➢ First Unani Medicine Regional Center of Northeast Inaugurated in Silchar, Assam 
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✓ Between 1989-90 and 1999-2000, the EPFO’s rate peaked at 12 percent. 

✓ Employees’ Provident Fund Organisation (EPFO) launched “Nidhi Aapke Nikat 2.0”- A District 

Outreach Program for expanding its presence in more than 685 districts of the country 

✓ About EPFO 

✓ Employees Provident Fund Organisation (EPFO) is a statutory organisation  set up under the Union  

ministry of Labour and Employment was set up in 1951 by an Ordinance issued by the President.  

✓ Later Parliament passed the Employees' Provident Funds Scheme, act 1952.   

✓ It is the country’s largest social security organisation. 

✓ EPFO assists the Central Board of Trustees in the administration of a provident fund scheme, pension 

scheme and an insurance scheme for the registered establishments in India 

Q.4. The Ministry of External Affairs organised the seminar on ‘Seven Decades of the 

Constitution of India’ on March 28, 2023 and was inaugurated by the Union Minister of 

State for External Affairs. Name the minister? 

 A) Meenakshi Lekhi 

 B) Supriya Sule 

 C) Ruchira Kamboj 

 D) Mahua Moitra 

  Answer : A    .   

✓ The Union Minister of State for External Affairs, Meenakshi Lekhi, inaugurated the seminar on ‘Seven 

Decades of the Constitution of India’ on March 28, 2023. 

✓ The Seminar was organised by the Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) in context of India’s Presidency 

of the Asian-African Legal Consultative Organisation (AALCO). 

✓ It was organised in collaboration with the Parliamentary Research and Training Institute for 

Democracies (PRIDE) at the Parliament Library Building, 

1. Seven decades of the Indian Constitution 

2. Indian Constitution and Human Rights 

3. Indian Constitution and Internationalism 
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Q.5. Centre has announced to form a committee to explore ways to guarantee pension system, 

similar to the old pension system (OPS) with assured benefits. Who is the head of this 

committee?  

 A) Bhupinder Pal Singh B) TV Somanathan 

 C) Vivek Singh D) CSR Murthy 

  Answer : B   .   

✓ The Centre has proposed to set up a committee headed by finance secretary TV Somanathan to look 

into the issue of pensions, and evolve an approach, which addresses the needs of all stakeholders’ 

concerns. 

✓ Centre received representations that the National Pension System (NPS) for government employees 

needs to be improved and demand for the old pension system (OPS) with assured benefits are 

growing. 

✓ The committee shall therefore explore ways to come out with a middle path between the fiscally-

imprudent OPS and the reform-oriented NPS to protect the common citizens’ interest. 

✓ The approach will be designed for adoption by both the central government and state governments. 

✓ Pension Fund Regulatory and Development Authority, PFRDA has observed 1st of October as the 

National Pension System Diwas (NPS Diwas). 

✓ Pension Fund Regulatory and Development Authority (PFRDA) has increased the entry age for the 

National Pension System (NPS) from 65 years to 70 years 

Q.6. Mesut Ozil has announced his retirement from professional football recently. He played 

for which country? 

 A) France B) Spain 

 C) Russia D) Germany 

  Answer : D   .   

✓ Former Germany midfielder Mesut Ozil, who won the World Cup in 2014, has announced to retire 

from soccer due to injuries. 

✓ He was a member of Germany’s World Cup-winning side in Brazil 2014. 

✓ The 34 year old former Real Madrid and Arsenal professional football player had been associated with 

the game for almost 17 years. 

✓ He had also been part of Turkish club Istanbul Basaksehir and Turkish club Fenerbahce. 
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Q.7. The BJP veteran minister Girish Bapat, who has passed away recently was the Member of 

Parliament (MP) in Lok Sabha from which constituency? 

 A) Thane B) Nagpur 

 C) Pune D) Mumbai 

  Answer : C   .   

✓ Veteran Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) MP, Girish Bapat, has passed away, due to prolonged illness. 

He was 73 years old. 

✓ Girish Bapat was a Member of Parliament (MP) in 17th Lok Sabha from Pune constituency. 

✓ He was also a veteran Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) worker and a member of legislative 

assembly (MLA) for five consecutive terms since 1995 

Q.8. Which state's 100% railway electrification work has been completed recently? 

 A) Assam B) Himachal Pradesh 

 C) Haryana D) Bihar 

  Answer : C   .   

✓ Railway electrification work in Haryana has been completed 100 per cent.  

✓ Haryana Prime Minister Narendra Modi has congratulated the people of the state for this achievement. 

Recently, 100 per cent railway electrification was also done in Uttar Pradesh.  

✓ Pandit Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Division is the first 100 per cent electrified rail division of Indian 

Railways 

✓ Indian Railways have set the target to achieve 100 percent electrification of its broad gauge routes by 

December 2023. 

Q.9. Who has been appointed as the new CEO of Hero MotoCorp? 

 A) Niranjan Gupta B) Mahesh Sinha 

 C) Ayaz Ahmed D) Ajay Kapoor 

  Answer : A   .   

✓ Niranjan Gupta has been appointed as the new Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of Hero MotoCorp.  

✓ According to the board of Hero MotoCorp, his appointment will be effective from May 01, 2023.  

✓ He is currently working as the current CFO of the company.  

✓ Pawan Munjal will continue to be the acting chairman and whole-time director of the board.  
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✓ Hero MotoCorp is an Indian multinational motorcycle and scooter manufacturer 

Q.10. Tata Power has re-appointed whom as its MD & CEO? 

 A) Praveer Sinha B) Ajay Singh 

 C) Vijay Mohanty D) Ajay Banga 

  Answer : A   .   

✓ Tata Power has once again appointed Praveer Sinha as its MD & CEO.  

✓ According to Tata Power, Sinha's appointment will be effective from May 01, 2023, till the term ends 

on April 30, 2027 (4 years).  

✓ He became the MD and CEO of Tata Power for the first time in the year 2018, his current term ends 

on 30 April 2023.  

✓ He is a PhD from IIT Delhi and a Visiting Research Associate at Massachusetts Institute of Technology 

Boston.  

✓ Tata Power Company Limited is an Indian power utility company based in Mumbai and part of the 

Tata Group 

Q.11. Under ‘Project Akashteer’ the Ministry of Defense has agreed with which organisation? 

 A) Bharat Electronics Limited B) Tata Group 

 C) DRDO D) NewSpace India Limited 

  Answer : A    .   

✓ The Defense Ministry has signed 3 contracts with domestic manufacturers at a total cost of about Rs 

5400 crore to enhance the country's defence capabilities. 

✓ The first contract has been signed with Bharat Electronics Limited (BEL) for automatic air defence 

control and reporting systems ‘Project Akashteer’ worth Rs 1982 crore.  

✓ This project is related to effectively operating the air defence units of the Indian Army in an integrated 

manner. 

✓ Bharat Electronics Limited (BEL)  

✓ Founded : 1954 

✓ Headquarteres : Bengaluru Karnataka 

✓ CMD : Anandi Ramalingam 
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Q.12. Who has taken over as the new President of Assocham? 

 A) Sanjay Nair B) Ajay Singh 

 C) Sumant Sinha D) Ravi Kohli 

  Answer : B    .   

✓ SpiceJet chief Ajay Singh has taken over as the president of the Associated Chambers of Commerce 

and Industry of India (ASSOCHAM).  

✓ He has replaced Sumant Sinha, Managing Director of Renew Power who has completed his term in 

the Chamber.  

✓ Also, Sanjay Nair, founder and chairman of Sorin Investment Fund has become the new senior vice-

president of ASSOCHAM.  

✓ ASSOCHAM is a non-governmental trade association based in India and it was established in 1920. 

Q.13. Who has been appointed by Star Sports as its new brand ambassador? 

 A) Ranveer Singh B) Anushka Sharma 

 C) Virat Kohli D) Akshay Kumar 

  Answer : A    .   

✓ Star Sports Network, a channel owned by Walt Disney India has roped in Bollywood actor Ranveer 

Singh as its brand ambassador.  

✓ Last week, the Bollywood actor replaced Indian batsman Virat Kohli to become the most valuable 

celebrity in 2022.  

✓ After being chosen as the brand ambassador, Ranveer Singh said that this brand is synonymous with 

sports in India.  

✓ Star Sports Network (Star Sports) is a subsidiary of The Walt Disney Company India. 

Q.14. Who has become the highest wicket-taker in the T20I format of cricket? 

 A) Shakib Al Hasan B) Ravindra Jadeja 

 C) Adam Zampa D) Kuldeep Yadav 

  Answer : A    .   

✓ Bangladesh all-rounder Shakib Al Hasan has become the highest wicket-taker in the T20I format. 

Shakib Al Hasan has now registered 136 wickets. 
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✓ Shakib achieved this feat against Ireland. 

✓ In terms of most wickets, he has left behind Tim Southee of New Zealand who has 134 wickets in his 

name. 

✓ Significantly, all-rounder Shakib is currently the world's number 1 all-rounder in the ICC rankings. 

Q.15. Who conducted the ‘Regional Level Search and Rescue Exercise’ in Kakinada, Andhra 

Pradesh? 

 A) Indian Army B) Indian Coast Guard 

 C) Indian Navy D) Indian Air Force 

  Answer : B    .   

✓ The Indian Coast Guard conducted a regional-level search and rescue exercise from March 28 to 29, 

2023 at Kakinada, Andhra Pradesh.  

✓ The objective was to create a simulated situation resembling a real contemporary maritime disaster 

scenario and to highlight the working methods of a large-scale rescue operation.  

✓ The Indian Coast Guard (ICG) is a maritime law enforcement and search and rescue force in India. 

✓ It was established on 18 August 1978, its headquarter is located in New Delhi. 

 

 

 

Q.1. Kanwar Lake is located in which part of India ? 

 A) Rajasthan B) Jammu & Kashmir 

 C) Chhattisgarh D) Bihar 

  Answer : D   .     

Q.2. The Asian Hockey Federation is headquartered in __. 

 A) Dubai, United Arab Emirates 

 B) Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia 

 C) Vienna, Austria 

 D) New York, United States 

  Answer : B    . 
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Q.3. Kamlang Tiger Reserve is situated in which Indian state? 

 A) Andhra Pradesh B) Arunachal Pradesh 

 C) Sikkim D) Odisha 

  Answer : B   .   

Q.4. In which part of India is the Sirohi National Park located? 

 A) Goa B) West Bengal 

 C) Ladakh D) Manipur 

  Answer : D    .   

Q.5. What is the currency of South Africa? 

 A) Zloty B) Kyat 

 C) Rand D) Sol 

  Answer : C   .   

Q.6. Where is the Ujjivan Small Finance Bank headquartered ? 

 A) Bengaluru B) Noida 

 C) New Delhi D) Chennai 

  Answer : A   .   

Q.7. Maharaja Bir Bikram Airport is located in which of these states? 

 A) Tripura B) Sikkim 

 C) Nagaland D) Arunachal Pradesh 

  Answer : A   . 

Q.8. Merdeka Cup is associated with which of these sports? 

 A) Tennis 

 B) Football 

 C) Cricket 

 D) Hockey 

  Answer : B   . 
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Q.9. The Indian folk dance Tertali or teratali has its origin from which state? 

 A) Punjab B) Haryana 

 C) Madhya Pradesh D) Gujarat 

  Answer : C   . 

Q.10. The Vivekananda Yuba Bharati Krirangan is a stadium based in which of these place? 

 A) Kolkata B) New Delhi 

 C) Patna D) Bhubaneswar 

  Answer : A   . 
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