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Q. India’s first National Centre of Excellence in Green Port & Shipping (NCoEGPS) has been 

inaugurated in which city? 

 A) Gurugram B) Chandigarh 

 C) Kochi D) Mumbai 

  Answer : A   .   

✓ Union Minister of Ports, Shipping & Waterways (MoPSW) and Ayush Shri Sarbananda Sonowal on 

March 22, 2023, inaugurated India’s first National Centre of Excellence in Green Port & Shipping 

(NCoEGPS) in Gurugram, Haryana. 

✓ It has been developed through collaboration between the Ministry of Ports, Shipping & Waterways, 

Government of India and the Energy and Resources Institute (TERI). 

✓ India has set the target to become ‘Global Hub for Green Ship’ building by 2030. 

✓ For this, the government has launched Green Tug Transition Programme (GTTP). 

✓ Initially, Green Tugs will start to work in all major ports by 2025 and then atleast, 50% of all the Tugs 

will be converted into Green Tugs by 2030. 

INDIA'S FIRST IN NEWS 2022-23 
➢ India’s first National Centre of Excellence in Green Port & Shipping (NCoEGPS) in Gurugram, 

Haryana. 

➢ India’s First AC Double Decker Electric Bus Introduced in Mumbai. 

➢ IPL India’s first unicorn with a $1.1 billion valuation. 

➢ India’s first hybrid sounding rocket by private players was successfully launched from Pattipulam 

village in the Chengalpattu district of Tamil Nadu. 

➢ India’s First Centre of Excellence in Online Gaming to be set up in Shillong, Meghalaya. 

➢ Union Minister for Road Transport and Highways Nitin Gadkari unveiled the country's first drone-

air traffic management system "Sky UTM". 

➢ Northern India’s first nuclear plant to come up in Haryana’s Gorakhpur. 

➢ MobiKwik becomes India's first app to Support Credit Cards on UPI. 
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➢ Tech startup firm IG Drones has developed India's first 5G-enabled drone capable of vertical take-

off and landing. This drone has been named Skyhawk. 

➢ Jammu and Kashmir becomes the first Indian Union Territory to completely shift to e-governance 

mode. 

➢ India’s first “Frozen-Lake Marathon” at Ladakh’s Pangong Tso at a height of 13,862 feet 

➢ India’s 1st National Metro Rail Knowledge Centre to be built in Delhi 

➢ NCERT Launched India’s First National Assessment Regulator “PARAKH”. 

➢ IDFC FIRST Bank Launched India’s First Sticker-Based Debit Card FIRSTAP. 

➢ India’s first ‘Migration Monitoring Systems’ was inaugurated by the Maharashtra Women and 

Children Development Minister Mangalprabhat Lodha in Mumbai. 

➢ India’s first Green Technology incubation facility opened at NIT Srinagar. 

➢ Hitachi Astemo installed its India’s first ground-mounted solar power plant of 3 megawatts (MW) 

at its Jalgaon manufacturing plant.  

➢ The 3 megawatts (MW) solar power plant will be built in an area of 43301 sqm. 

➢ India’s First Forest University to be Established in Telangana. 

➢ IILM University of Uttar Pradesh launched the first National Education Policy 2020 (NEP 2020) 

Complaint Law School in the Country. 

➢ India is set to launch its first indigenously developed Quadrivalent Human Papillomavirus Vaccine 

(qHPV) against Cervical cancer with the help of the Serum Institute of India (SII) and the 

Department of Biotechnology (DBT).The vaccine for Cervical cancer “CERVAVAC”, 

➢ PM Modi has dedicated India’s first earthquake memorial, named Smruti Van at Bhuj in Gujarat. 

➢ India's first indigenous Hydrogen fuel cell bus unveiled in Pune. 

➢ India’s First Observatory To Monitor Space Activity To Come Up In Uttarakhand. 

➢ Madhya Pradesh’s Mandla becomes India’s first fully ‘functionally literate’ district. 

➢ Rajasthan government will introduce India’s first right-to-health bill. 

➢ IN-SPACe authorises India’s first set of space start-ups to launch payloads. 

➢ Goa, first state in India to receive “Har Ghar Jal” certification. 

➢ India’s first teaching robot, introduced by Indus International School. 

➢ Edelweiss Mutual Fund to introduces India’s first gold and silver fund 

➢ Successful testing of India’s first 5G private network announced by Bharti Airtel. 
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➢ Kiya.ai launches India’s first banking metaverse Kiyaverse. 

➢ India’s first all women-run cooperative bank coming up in Rajasthan. 

➢ Indira Gandhi International Airport becomes India’s first to run entirely on hydro and solar energy. 

➢ India’s first mobile telematics-based auto insurance introduced by Edelweiss. 

➢ Gujarat becomes first Indian state to launch semiconductor policy 2022-27. 

➢ country’s first Artificial Intelligence & Robotics Technology Park (ARTPARK) was launched in 

Bengaluru, Karnataka. 

➢ Rajasthan introduces the first digital Lok Adalat in India. 

➢ India’s First Olympic Values Education launched in Odisha. 

➢ Kolkata Becomes First Metro City To Get Its Biodiversity Register. 

➢ India’s first pure green hydrogen plant commissioned in Assam. 

➢ Cochin Shipyard to build India’s first home made Hydrogen-fuelled electric vessel. 

➢ India’s first steel road featured in Gujarat. 

➢ Village Palli: India’s 1st carbon-neutral panchayat in J&K. 

➢ Union Minister Jitendra Singh inaugurates India’s first ‘Lavendar Festival’ in Bhaderwah, Jammu 

and Kashmir. 

➢ Indian Railways and IIT Madras Partner To Develop India’s First Indigenous Hyperloop. 

➢ India’s first portable solar rooftop system unveiled in Gandhinagar. 

➢ India’s first geological park will be built in Jabalpur, Madhya Pradesh. 

➢ Mumbai to host India’s first International Cruise Conference 

➢ Maharashtra is first state in India to launch a bus service with a totally digital ticketing system. 

➢ Kerala High Court is all set to become India’s first paperless court. 

➢ India’s 1st Internet Radio “Radio Aksh” For Visually Challenged Launched In Nagpur. 

➢ India’s first steel road featured in Gujarat. 

➢ India’s first pure green hydrogen plant commissioned in Assam. 

➢ CryptoWire introduces India’s first global index of cryptocurrencies IC15. 

➢ India’s first para-badminton academy launched in Lucknow. 

➢ Karnataka became India’s first state to launch AVGC Center of Excellence. 

➢ Youtuber Prajakta Koli become India’s first UNDP Youth Climate Champion. 

➢ India’s first heli-hub to be set up in Gurugram, Haryana. 
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Q. The IN-SPACe has launched a scheme for early-stage space start-ups, to bolster the space 

industry in the country. What is the total seed fund value of this scheme? 

 A) Rs 1 cr B) Rs 2 cr 

 C) Rs 5 cr D) Rs 3 cr 

  Answer : A    .   

✓ The Indian National Space Promotion and Authorization Centre (IN-SPACe) has announced a Rs 1 

crore seed fund scheme for early-stage space start-ups, to bolster the space industry in the country. 

✓ Under this scheme, the selected startups would get a grant of up to ₹1 crore in instalments. 

✓ Startups recognised by the DPIIT and owned 80% by Indians and have not availed more than Rs 50 

lakh through any other Central Government Scheme can avail for the scheme. 

Q. RBI is setting up its new “Greenfield Data Centre” and “Enterprise Computing and 

Cybersecurity Training Institute” in which city? 

 A) Kolkata B) Gandhinagar 

 C) Bhubaneshwar D) Mumbai 

  Answer : C   .   

✓ Reserve Bank of India (RBI) Governor Shaktikanta Das laid the foundation stone for establishment of 

a new “Greenfield Data Centre” and “Enterprise Computing and Cybersecurity Training Institute” in 

Bhubaneshwar, Odisha on March 22, 2023. 

✓ The new centre of RBI is spread over 18.55 acres. 

✓ Once commissioned, the new facilities shall look after the emerging requirements of the RBI and the 

financial sector. 

Q. India has set the target to become ‘Global Hub for Green Ship’ building by which year?  

 A) 2027 B) 2023 

 C) 2025 D) 2030 

  Answer : D    .   

✓ India sets target to become ‘Global Hub for Green Ship’ building by 2030 

✓ Indian Railways to become Net Zero Carbon Emitter by 2030. 

➢ India’s first Open Rock Museum in Hyderabad, Telangana. 
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✓ India to produce 5 million tonnes of green hydrogen by 2030 

✓ India has set a target to replace the use of diesel by renewable energy  in the agriculture sector by 

2024. 

✓ Indian Government has set a target to eliminate TB in India by 2025. 

✓ India targets ₹25,000-cr worth defence exports by 2024. 

LIST OF IMPORTANT INDIA'S TARGET YEAR IN NEWS 2022-23 
YEAR              TARGET 

2022  :  Trans Fat Free status   

2021-22 :  Indian Railways planned  1000 MegaWatt Solar Power   

2021-22 :  India achieved its highest ever goods export target of $400 billion. 

2022  :  Indian renewable energy 175 GW installation   

2022  :  Doubling Farmers income   

2022  :  Doubling tiger population  

2023  : Indian Railways electrify Broad Gauge routes   

2023-24  :  India produce one billion tonnes of coal  

2024  :  Renewable energy to replace diesel in agriculture 

2024  :  India aims to reduce road accidents by 50% 

2024  :  Indian railways 100% electrification   

2024  :  Provide Clean Drinking Water to All Citizens   

2024  :  Har ghar jal for rural households   

2025  :  Achieve 20 percent ethanol blending in petrol  

2025  :  Defence target of Rs 35,000 crores 

2025  :  To Eliminate TB   

2025  :  India's vision of 5 trillion economy   

2025  :  India set the target to create 220 new airports. 

2026  :  India unveils 5-year roadmap to becoming $300 bn Sustainable Electronics  

   Manufacturing & Exports. 

2030  :  Indian railways Net Zero’ Carbon Emission   

2030  :  India reduce the energy intensity by 33-35%   
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Q. PM Modi recently launched ‘Call Before u Dig’ (CBuD) mobile application. THe app has been 

developed by which ministry? 

 A) Ministry of Commerce and Industry 

 B) Ministry of Communications 

 C) Ministry of Defence 

 D) Ministry of Railways 

  Answer : B   .   

✓ Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched an app called ‘Call Before u Dig’ (CBuD) on March 22, 2023, 

to protect underground public infrastructure across the country. 

✓ This app has been launched with the aim to help prevent uncoordinated digging that results in damage 

to underground utility assets like optical fibre cables. 

✓ The CBuD app will facilitate coordination between excavation agencies and underground utility owners 

to prevent damage to utilities due to digging. 

✓ It will help to reduce financial losses that occur in executing infrastructure projects. 

2030  :  India plans 500 GW renewable energy   

2030  :  India to eliminate malaria   

 2030  : Green Railways   

2030  :  India target Zero road accident fatalities   

2030  :  MT Coal Gasification in India 

2030  :  2.5 billion tonnes carbon sequestration 

2030  :  India set a solar target of 300GW  

2031  :  India nuclear power capacity is expected to reach 22,480 MW 

2032  :  NTPC Targets 60 GW of Renewable Energy Capacity 

2047  :  India’s target to become ‘energy independent’  

2050  :  Net-Zero Carbon Emissions Mumbai became first South Asian City to set target. 

2070  :  India’s target to reach net zero emissions 
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✓ The ‘Call Before u Dig’ mobile application has been developed by the Department of 

Telecommunications (DoT), Ministry of Communications and the Bhaskaracharya Institute for Space 

Applications and Geoinformatics, Government of Gujarat. 

Q. Tamil Nadu government has announced setting up a new wildlife sanctuary named 

‘Thanthai Periyar Animal Sanctuary’. This will take the total number of sanctuaries in the 

state to __ 

 A) 18 B) 21 

 C) 9 D) 11 

  Answer : A   .   

✓ The state government of Tamil Nadu has announced a new wildlife sanctuary to be established in Erode 

district. 

✓ The new wildlife sanctuary will be called ‘Thanthai Periyar Animal Sanctuary’. 

✓ It will be formed in 2023-2024. 

✓ This will be the 18th wildlife sanctuary in Tamil Nadu. 

Q. The Indian Railways’ Modern Coach Factory (MCF) hockey stadium has been renamed after 

which female sports person? 

 A) Manika Batra B) Rani Rampal 

 C) Vinesh Phogat D) Savita Punia 

  Answer : B   .   

✓ The Indian Railways’ Modern Coach Factory (MCF) hockey stadium in Rae Bareli, Uttar Pradesh, has 

been renamed as ‘Rani’s Girls Hockey Turf’. 

✓ This hockey stadium has been named after Indian star hockey player Rani Rampal, to honour her 

commitment to the sports. 

✓ She has now become the first woman hockey player in India to have a stadium in her name. 

Q. The INS Androth, an Anti-Submarine Warfare ship was recently launched in Kolkata. It is 

which number of ship in the series of 8 Anti-Submarine Warfare Shallow Water Craft (ASW 

SWC)? 

 A) fourth B) third 

 C) first D) second 
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  Answer : D   .   

✓ The INS Androth, second in a series of eight Anti-Submarine Warfare Shallow Water Craft (ASW SWC), 

was launched on March 21, 2023, in Kolkata. 

✓ INS Androth has been built by Garden Reach Shipbuilders and Engineers (GRSE) in Kolkata. 

✓ INS Arnala is the first in this series. 

✓ Purpose: conduct anti-submarine operations in coastal waters, low intensity maritime operations and 

mine laying operations. 

✓ INS Androth measures about 77.6 metres long and 10.5 metres wide. 

✓ It is capable to attain a maximum speed of 25 knots. 

Q. The Indian Navy recently undertook bilateral maritime exercise Konkan 2023 with the navy 

of which country? 

 A) United Kingdom B) United States 

 C) South Korea D) Japan 

  Answer : A   .   

✓ The annual bilateral maritime exercise between the Indian Navy and the Royal Navy, named Konkan 

2023, was held from March 20 to 22, 2023 off the Konkan coast in the Arabian Sea. 

✓ Indian Navy participated with INS Trishul, a guided missile frigate, while HMS Lancaster, a  Type 23 

guided missile frigate was from Royal Navy. 

✓ They undertook multiple maritime drills to enhance interoperability and  imbibe best practices. 

Q. Which state has become the first state to pass the Right to Health Bill? 

 A) Karnataka 

 B) Rajasthan 

 C) Uttarakhand 

 D) Madhya Pradesh 

  Answer : B   .   

✓ Rajasthan became the first-ever state to pass the Right to Health Bill in Assembly which now gives 

every resident of the state a right to avail free Out Patient Department (OPD) services and In Patient 

Department (IPD) services at all the public healthcare facilities. 
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Q. Who has collaborated with Bharat BillPay to strengthen its loan repayment facility? 

 A) Amazon Pay B) Google Pay 

 C) PhonePe D) BharatPe 

  Answer : A    .   

✓ Amazon Pay has collaborated with Bharat BillPay, the biller platform of the National Payments 

Corporation of India (NPCI), to strengthen its loan repayment facility. 

Q. Which Company signs agreement with France-based McPhy for electrolyzer 

manufacturing? 

 A) Larsen & Toubro (L&T) B) Adani Group 

 C) Tata Group D) Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL) 

  Answer : A    .   

✓ Larsen & Toubro (L&T), an Indian multinational that specializes in EPC projects, hi-tech manufacturing, 

and services, EPC major  announced has signed a binding agreement with McPhy Energy, a leading 

electrolyzer technology and manufacturing company based in France 

✓ According to estimates, India’s green hydrogen production capacity is expected to increase to at least 

5 MMTPA by 2030, which will require investments of more than $100 billion 

Q. The Martyrs Day to commemorate the death anniversary of Bhagat Singh, Sukhdev Thapar, 

and Shivaram Rajguru, is marked on which day? 

 A) March 21 B) March 23 

 C) March 22 D) March 20 

  Answer : B    .   

✓ Every year, March 23 is observed as Martyrs Day (Shaheed Diwas or Sarvodaya Day) to pay tribute on 

death anniversary of the freedom fighters Bhagat Singh, Sukhdev Thapar, and Shivaram Rajguru, who 

laid their lives for the freedom of India. 

✓ It was on March 23 in 1931, in Lahore (Pakistan), that these three were hanged to death for 

assassinating John Saunders, a British police officer in 1928. 

✓ They had mistook him for British police superintendent James Scott, who had ordered lathi charge, 

which eventually led to the death of Lala Lajpat Rai. 
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Q. Which day is marked as the World Meteorological Day annually? 

 A) 19 March B) 23 March 

 C) 21 March D) 20 March 

  Answer : B    .   

✓ The World Meteorological Day is celebrated every year on 23 March to commemorate the date of the 

establishment of the World Meteorological Organization in 23 March 1950. 

✓ The day also highlights the contribution that the National Meteorological and Hydro-logical Services 

make to the safety and well-being of society. 

✓ The theme for 2023 World Meteorological Day is “The Future of Weather, Climate, and Water Across 

Generations”. 

Q. What is the theme of the 2023 World Meteorological Day? 

 A) Early Warning and Early Action 

 B) The ocean, our climate and weather 

 C) Weather-ready, climate-smart 

 D) The Future of Weather, Climate, and Water Across Generations 

  Answer : D    .   

✓ The theme for 2023 World Meteorological Day is “The Future of Weather, Climate, and Water Across 

Generations”. 

Q. Which state government has recently launched the Mission Lifestyle for Environment (LIFE) 

in the state? 

 A) Odisha B) Assam 

 C) Bihar D) Kerala 

  Answer : B   .   

✓ Assam Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma has launched the Mission Lifestyle for Environment (LIFE) 

in the state. 

✓ It promotes an environmentally conscious lifestyle, focusing on utilization instead of wasteful 

consumption. 
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✓ Under this initiative, week-long activities will be carried out across all districts, addressing seven 

identified categories including saving energy and water and reducing plastic and e-waste. 

✓ Over the last two years, the state government has cleared over six thousand acres of land by evicting 

encroachers, and this is a small step towards creating a healthy environment. 

✓ The Prime Minister of India at the 26th Conference of Parties (COP 26) in Glasgow in November 2021, 

announced the need to start the one-word movement ‘LIFE’ (Lifestyle for Environment). 

 

 

 

ASSAM IN NEWS 2022-23 
➢ Assam Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma has launched the Mission Lifestyle for Environment 

(LIFE) in the state. 

➢ Assam-based non-profit organization Aaranyak has formed a network of local communities called 

the Elephant Conservation Network (ECN). 

➢ North East’s 1st compressed biogas plant in Assam. 

➢ Assam to Celebrate Mongeet Festival of Music, Culture, and Food. 

➢ REC Limited, a Maharatna Company under the Ministry of Power, Govt. of India organized ‘Bijli 

Utsav’ in Anandapur Gaon of Baksa district and adjoining villages in Assam. 

➢ Assam Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma launched the second version of ‘Orunodoi’, the 

flagship scheme . 

➢ Tapan Saikia will receive the Asom Baibhav, the highest civilian honour that the Assam 

government. 

➢ Trees Beyond Forests initiative launched in Assam. 

➢ Assam Grants Industry Status to Its Tourism Sector 

➢ Assam CM Himanta Biswa Sarma launched ‘Swanirbhar Naari’ scheme 

➢ Assam CM Himanta Biswa Sarma launched ‘Vidya Rath – School on Wheels’ project 

➢ Gamosa, Tandur Redgram, and Ladakh apricots get GI tags from Assam. 

➢ Assam CM Nominated Charaideo Maidam to Seek UNESCO World Heritage Tag. 

➢ First Unani Medicine Regional Center of Northeast Inaugurated in Silchar, Assam 
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Q. In which city Uttarakhand government is going to set up a sports university? 

 A) Almora B) Dehradun 

 C) Roorkee D) Haldwani 

  Answer : D    .   

✓ Uttarakhand Chief Minister Pushkar Singh Dhami  announced the government will set up a sports 

university in the Kumaun region’s Haldwani town. 

✓ The international stadium of Haldwani will be upgraded into a sports university 

UTTARAKHAND IN NEWS 2022-23 
➢ Uttarakhand has become India’s first state to launch the Resham Keet Bima scheme for 

sericulturists. 

➢ Uttarakhand tableau which showcased the state’s wildlife and religious sites at the 74th Republic 

Day parade has won the top prize. 

➢ India’s First Green Solar Panel Factory to Build by Luminous in Uttarakhand. 

➢ Uttarakhand awarded for adventure tourism & all round development of tourism. 

➢ Uttarakhand Chief Minister launches Lakhpati Didi Yojana. 

➢ The Uttarakhand High Court will be shifted from Nainital to Haldwani. 

➢ Uttarakhand Plans Genetic Enhancement of Its Indigenous Badri Cow. 

➢ Uttarakhand Government appoints Prasoon Joshi as its Brand Ambassador. 

➢ Uttarakhand Gaurav Samman: NSA Ajit Doval and late CDS Gen Rawat to receive award. 

➢ Uttarakhand CM Launched SBI Foundation and HESCO’s Project for Chamoli. 

➢ Uttarakhand Foundation Day is observed on November 9 every year. 

➢ Uttarakhand Governor Approved 30% Women’s Reservation Bill. 

➢ PM Modi has inaugurated connectivity projects worth 3,400 crores in Mana village of Chamoli 

district of Uttarakhand. 

➢ Uttarakhand recently received the first prize in two categories - the best adventure tourism 

destination and all-round development of tourism - from the Union tourism ministry. 

➢ India's first commercial space observatory will be set up in the Garhwal division of Uttarakhand. 

➢ Uttarakhand Chief Minister Pushkar Singh Dhami has launched the “Mukhyamantri Udyaman 

Khiladi Unnayan Yojana” on the occasion of National Sports Day. 
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Q. Who has been appointed by the online text editing platform Grammarly as its next CEO? 

 A) Ajay Banga B) Vineeta Agarwala 

 C) Vijaya Gadde D) Rahul Roy-Chowdhury 

  Answer : D   .   

✓ Rahul Roy-Chowdhury has been appointed as the CEO of Grammarly, the San Francisco-

headquartered online text editing platform based on artificial intelligence. 

✓ The Indian-origin executive, who is currently serving as the global product head at the company, will 

take over as CEO from May 1, 2023 

Q. Which Union Minister launched the Vedic Heritage Portal in New Delhi? 

 A) Narendra Modi B) Droupadi Murmu 

 C) Amit Shah D) S Jaishankar 

  Answer : C    .   

✓ Union Home Minister Amit Shah has  inaugurated the Vedic Heritage portal in New Delhi.  

➢ Uttarakhand education department launched an e-governance portal “Samarth”. 

➢ India-US Armies to hold mega military exercise “Yudh Abhyas” from October 14 to 31, 2022, at 

Auli in Uttarakhand.  

➢ Uttarakhand becomes first state in India to implement New Education Policy (NEP) at pre-primary 

level. 

➢ Uttarakhand govt decides to develop one Sanskrit-speaking village in each district. 

➢ World Bank has approved a project worth ₹1,000 crore for taking rain-fed farming to new heights 

in the hilly regions of Uttarakhand. 

➢ Chief minister Pushkar Singh Dhami introduces e-FIR service and a police app for Uttarakhand. 

➢ Uttarakhand to launch “Him Prahari” scheme for ex-servicemen & youngsters. 

➢ Rishabh Pant appointed as the State Brand Ambassador of Uttarakhand. 

➢ Uttarakhand becomes the 1st Indian state to roll out drone in healthcare. 

➢ Defence Minister Rajnath Singh approves new Defence Estates Circle for Uttarakhand. 

➢ Pushkar Singh Dhami takes oath as 11th CM of Uttarakhand. 

➢ India’s 1st liquid-mirror telescope in Uttarakhand will be Asia’s largest. 
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✓ The portal aims to communicate message enshrined in the Vedas. 

✓ It will help common people to have a general understanding about the Vedas. 

✓ The portal will be a one-stop solution for the user, who would like to search any information regarding 

the Vedic heritage 

Q. Who has launched  DigiClaim for disbursal of claims by farmers through National Crop 

Insurance Portal? 

 A) Ashwini Vaishnaw B) Anurag Thakur 

 C) Narendra Singh Tomar D) Nirmala Sitharaman 

  Answer : C   .   

✓ Agriculture Minister Narendra Singh Tomar launched DigiClaim, under the ambit of Pradhan Mantri 

Fasal Bima Yojana, for claim disbursal through National Crop Insurance Portal. 

✓ The launch of a DigiClaim Module, the insurance claims of over one thousand 260 crore rupees have 

been disbursed today to insured farmers of six states. 

✓ The states are Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh, Himachal Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Uttarakhand and Haryana 

Q. Who has been appointed as the Chief Operating Officer by IndiaCast? 

 A) Piyush Goyal B) Ashwini Vaishnaw 

 C) Smriti Irani D) S. Jaishankar 

  Answer : A   .   

✓ IndiaCast, the multi-platform content asset monetisation entity, has appointed Piyush Goyal as chief 

operating officer. 

✓ A professional with experience in the Indian TV distribution industry, Goyal has held senior leadership 

positions spanning distribution, new business initiatives and other strategic projects. 

Q. Union Minister of Environment, Forest and Climate Change Bhupender Yadav has chaired 

the 1st General Body Meeting of the National Centre for Sustainable Coastal Management 

(NCSCM) in which city? 

 A) Mumbai B) Bengaluru 

 C) New Delhi D) Hyderabad 

  Answer : C   .   
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✓ Union Minister of Environment, Forest and Climate Change Bhupender Yadav has chaired the 1st 

General Body Meeting of the National Centre for Sustainable Coastal Management (NCSCM) in New 

Delhi. 

✓ He emphasized the Blue Economy which focuses on sustainable and climate-resilient coastal 

infrastructure and livelihoods of coastal communities. 

✓ The minister also directed the NCSCM to contribute to Mission Mishti (Mangrove Initiative for Shoreline 

Habitats and Tangible Income) for mangrove conservation with a focus on generating income for 

coastal communities. 

✓ NCSCM was established in February 2011, as a research institution to support the protection, 

conservation, restoration, management, and policy advice on coasts 

Q. Which company has signed an MoU with Indian Army for setting up Green Hydrogen 

Projects in its establishments on Build, Own, and Operate (BOO) model? 

 A) NTPC Limited B) IREDA 

 C) Coal India D) Bharat Dynamics 

  Answer : A   .   

✓ NTPC Renewable Energy Ltd has signed an MoU with Indian Army for setting up Green Hydrogen 

Projects in its establishments on Build, Own, and Operate (BOO) model. 

✓ Objective – To reduce complex logistics and dependence on fossil fuels and to accelerate 

decarbonization. 

✓ NTPC REL is a wholly-owned subsidiary of NTPC Limited and currently, it has a portfolio of 3.6 GW RE 

capacity under construction. 

✓ About NTPC 

✓ The NTPC which was earlier known as National Thermal Power Corporation of India is owned by the 

Government of India. It was set up in 1975. 

✓ The Vindhyachal Thermal Power Station in the Singrauli district of Madhya Pradesh, with an installed 

capacity of 4,760MW, is currently the biggest thermal power plant in India.  

✓ It is a coal-based power plant owned and operated by NTPC. 

✓ The total installed commercial capacity of the company was 69454 MW before the JPL deal. 

✓ Headquarters : New Delhi 

✓ Chairman and Managing Director: Gurdeep Singh 
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Q. Which Institute has been ranked 1st in India and 47th globally in engineering and technology 

by the Quacquarelli Symonds (QS) World University Rankings for 2023? 

 A) IIT Madras B) IIT Bombay 

 C) IIT Kanpur D) IIT Delhi 

  Answer : B   .   

✓ Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) Bombay has been ranked 1st in India and 47th globally in 

engineering and technology by the Quacquarelli Symonds (QS) World University Rankings for 2023. 

✓ The institute scored 80.4 out of 100. 

✓ The institute is ranked in 4 out of 5 broad subject areas, which include Engineering & Technology, 

Natural Sciences, Social Sciences & Management and Arts & Humanities. 

✓ Delhi University has the highest number of entries (27) among Indian universities, followed by the Indian 

Institute of Technology (IIT), Bombay (25), and IIT Kharagpur (23). 

✓ Engineering and Technology 

1. Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) 

2. Stanford University 

3. University of Cambridge 

✓ Social Sciences and Management 

1..Harvard University 

2..University of Oxford 

3..Stanford University 

✓ Arts and Humanities 

1. Harvard University 

2. University of Cambridge 

3. University of Oxford 

✓ Life Sciences and Medicine 

1. Harvard University 

2.University of Oxford 

3. Johns Hopkins University 

✓ Natural Sciences 

1. Harvard University 
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2..Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) 

3. University of Cambridge 

Q. The second Working Group Meeting of the Environment and Climate Sustainability Working 

Group of G20 will be held in which city on 27 – 29 March 2023? 

 A) Gurugram B) Lucknow 

 D) Gandhinagar D) Jaipur 

  Answer : C   .   

✓ The second Working Group Meeting of the Environment and Climate Sustainability Working Group of 

G20 will be held at Gandhinagar on 27 – 29 March 2023. 

✓ The three-day meet will be inaugurated by India’s Sherpa to G-20 Amitabh Kant. 

✓ Representatives from more than 30 countries including China, Australia, Japan, Russia, and the United 

States and international organizations such as United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), 

United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD) will be participated in the meeting. 

Q. Prime Minister Narendra Modi has inaugurated the new International Telecommunication 

Union (ITU) field office and innovation center in which city? 

 A) New Delhi B) Hyderabad 

 C) Chennai D) Bengaluru 

  Answer : A    .   

✓ Prime Minister Narendra Modi has inaugurated the new International Telecommunication Union (ITU) 

field office and innovation center in India in New Delhi. 

✓ Modi also unveiled Bharat 6G Vision Document and launched the 6G Research and Development Test 

Bed and Call Before U dig App. 

✓ India had signed an agreement with ITU in March 2022 for setting up the Area Office. 

✓ It will serve India, Nepal, Bhutan, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, Maldives, Afghanistan and Iran. It will enhance 

coordination among nations and foster mutually beneficial economic cooperation in the region. 

✓ International Telecommunication Union (ITU) 

✓ Founded : 1865 

✓ Headquarters : Geneva, Switzerland 

✓ Secretary-General : Houlin Zhao 
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✓ Membership : 193 

Q. According to the Finance Ministry report, the Indian economy is expected to grow at how 

much percent in FY23 despite global headwinds? 

 A) 7% B) 8% 

 C) 6% D) 5% 

  Answer : A    .   

✓ According to the Finance Ministry report, Indian economy is expected to grow at 7 percent in FY23 

despite global headwinds while retail inflation would moderate in line with wholesale inflation which fell 

to a 25-month low in January. 

✓ It will be supported by the gains from high services exports, the moderation in oil prices, and the recent 

fall in import-intensive consumption demand. 

✓ The current account deficit (CAD) of India is estimated to fall in FY23 and FY24 

Q. The 2nd Sustainable Finance Working Group (SFWG) meeting under India’s G20 

chairmanship began in which city? 

 A) Lucknow  B) Udaipur 

 C) Gandhinagar D) Bengaluru 

  Answer : B    .   

✓ The 2nd Sustainable Finance Working Group (SFWG) meeting under India’s G20 chairmanship began 

in Udaipur, Rajasthan. 

✓ The three-day meeting is focused at the identification of relevant policies and best practices for 

mobilizing sustainable finance to help ensure global growth and stability. 

✓ More than 90 delegates from the member countries of G20, guest countries, and different international 

organizations are taking part in this mega-event. 

✓ The SFWG’s first meeting held in Guwahati on 2nd and 3rd February this year.  

✓ Third meeting will be held in Mahabalipuram and fourth in Varanasi. 

Q. Who has been appointed as the new Chairman and Managing Director (CMD) of the Cotton 

Corporation of India (CCI)? 

 A) Lalit Kumar Gupta B) Ramesh Kandula 

 C) Aman Sehrawat D) Abhishek Singh 
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  Answer : A    .   

✓ Lalit Kumar Gupta has been appointed as the new Chairman and Managing Director (CMD) of Cotton 

Corporation of India (CCI). 

✓ The Appointments Committee of the Cabinet (ACC) has approved the appointment of Gupta as the 

CMD of CCI. 

✓ CCI is a Public Sector Undertaking under the Ministry of Textiles. 

✓ Gupta's tenure as CMD will be for five years or till his superannuation or until further orders, whichever 

comes first. 

✓ About Lalit Kumar Gupta 

✓ He is currently holding the position of Director (Finance) in Cotton Corporation of India (CCI). 

✓ Lalit Kumar Gupta is a Chartered Accountant (CA) certified by the Institute of Chartered Accountants 

of India (ICAI). 

✓ He is also a member of the Institute of Company Secretaries of India (ICSI). 

✓ About Cotton Corporation of India 

✓ Establishment - 1970 

✓ Headquarters -Mumbai 

Q. Which day of the year is observed as the World Tuberculosis Day? 

 A) 23 March B) 24 March 

 C) 22 March D) 21 March 

  Answer : B    .   

✓ World Tuberculosis Day is observed every year on 24 March to create awareness among the public 

about the global epidemic of tuberculosis (TB) and efforts to eliminate the disease. 

✓ The theme of World Tuberculosis Day 2023 is “Yes, We can end TB!“. 

✓ It was on this day in 1882 when Dr Robert Koch announced that he had discovered the bacterium that 

causes TB, which opened the way towards diagnosing and curing this disease. 

✓ Government Initiatives to Combat TB 

✓ National Strategic Plan (NSP) for Tuberculosis (TB) Elimination (2017-2025) 

✓ Nikshay Poshan Yojana (NPY- financial support) 

✓ TB Harega Desh Jeetega Campaign 
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✓ Universal Immunisation Programme 

✓ The government of India aims to have a TB-free India by 2025. 

✓ Revised National TB Control Program under National Health Mission 

✓ Ending the TB epidemic by 2030 under United Nations SDG target 3.3. 

✓ What is Tuberculosis (TB)? 

✓ It is caused by a bacterium called Mycobacterium tuberculosis. 

✓ The bacteria generally attack the lungs, but TB bacteria can attack any part of the body, such as the 

kidneys, spine, and brain. 

✓ Tuberculosis infections began increasing in 1985 because of the emergence of HIV. 

✓ HIV weakens a person's immune system, so it can't fight the TB germs. 

Q. What is the theme of World Tuberculosis Day 2023? 

 A) Invest to End TB. Save Lives B) Yes, We can end TB! 

 C) The Clock is Ticking D) It’s Time 

  Answer : B    .   

Q. Which company has introduced ‘Bing Image Creator’ powered by OpenAI’s DALL-E? 

 A) Google 

 B) Microsoft 

 C) Meta 

 D) Amazon 

  Answer : B   .   

✓ Microsoft introduces ‘Bing Image Creator’ powered by OpenAI’s DALL-E 

✓ Microsoft has introduced a new feature ‘Bing Image Creator’ to the new Bing and Edge preview, which 

allows users to create an image simply by using their own words to describe the picture they want to 

see — powered by an advanced version of the Open AI’s DALL-E model. 

✓ Bing Image Creator integrated into Bing chat has started to roll out to Bing preview users, also it is 

available in Microsoft Edge from the Image Creator icon in the sidebar for both desktop and mobile 

users around the world in English. 
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✓ It will soon integrate Image Creator into Edge from the new Bing button in chat mode in the preview 

version of Edge. 

MICROSOFT IN NEWS 2022-23 
➢ Microsoft introduces ‘Bing Image Creator’ powered by OpenAI’s DALL-E. 

➢ Microsoft Invests $10 Billion in ChatGPT Maker OpenAI. 

➢ HDFC Bank collaborates with Microsoft as part of its digital transformation. 

➢ Microsoft inks licensing deal with cloud gaming provider Boosteroid. 

➢ Google introduces AI chatbot ‘Bard’ to compete with Microsoft’s ChatGPT. 

➢ ISRO and Microsoft Signed MoU to Boost Indian Space Tech Ecosystem. 

➢ Infosys Collaborates with Microsoft to Accelerate Industry Adoption of Cloud. 

➢ HCL Technologies partners Microsoft to bring quantum computing to clients. 

➢ Microsoft announces ‘Viva Engage’ app in Teams to help build community. 

➢ HCL Technologies was recognised at Microsoft Partner of the Year Awards 2022, for innovation 

and implementing customer solutions based on Microsoft technology. 

➢ Microsoft has announced the retirement of 27-year-old (1995) Internet Explorer (IE) as the firm’s 

oldest browser will be completely phased out from June 15, 2022. 

➢ Microsoft and BPCL collaborated to step up digital transformation. 

➢ Microsoft launches ‘Startups Founders Hub’ platform to empower startups in India. 

➢ Microsoft to set up India’s largest Data Center region in Hyderabad. 

➢ Sonata Software tie-up with Microsoft for its launch of ‘Microsoft Cloud’. 

➢ Microsoft to acquire video gaming company Activision Blizzard for $68.7 billion ($95.00 per share). 

➢ Microsoft launched cybersecurity skills training programme with the goal of training over 1 lakh 

learners by 2022 in India. 

➢ Ministry of Labour & Employment launches DigiSaksham programme in association with 

Microsoft. 

➢ Microsoft officially launched its new Windows operating system ‘Windows 11’ . 

➢ Satya Nadella appointed as Chairman of Microsoft. 

➢ MICROSOFT 

➢ Founded : 1975 
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Q. Defence Ministry has signed two separate contracts with Bharat Electronics Limited (BEL) 

at a total cost of over ___Crores. 

 A) Rs 2,400 crore B) Rs 3,000 crore 

 C) Rs 3,700 crore D) Rs 4,500 crore 

  Answer : C    .   

✓ To enhance the operational capabilities of the Indian Air Force (IAF), the Defense Ministry on March 23 

signed two separate contracts with Bharat Electronics Limited (BEL) at a total cost of over Rs 3,700 

crore. 

✓ The first contract, worth over Rs 2,800 crore, pertains to the supply of Medium Power Radar (MPR) 

'Arudhra' to the IAF. 

✓ The second contract, at a total cost of about Rs 950 crore, pertains to 'Radar Warning Receivers' 

(RWR). 

✓ Both the projects are under the indigenously designed, developed and manufactured-IDMM category. 

✓ The radar has been designed and developed by the Defense Research and Development Organization 

(DRDO) and will be manufactured by BEL. 

✓ The RWR has been designed to also enhance the capabilities of Su-30 MKI aircraft. 

✓ About Arudhra Radar 

✓ This 4D radar is capable of automatic detection and tracking of slow moving aerial targets ranging from 

fighter jets. 

✓ The system has an instrumented range of 400 km. 

✓ It is capable of detecting RCS targets with a range of 300 km with altitudes ranging from 100 m to 30 

km. 

✓ The radar operates in either Staring or Rotation mode. 

➢ Founders : Bill Gates and Paul Allen 

➢ Headquarters : Washington DC 

➢ Chairman : Satya Nadella 

➢ CEO : Satya Nadella 

➢ President : Brad Smith 
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Q. The government of India is developing country’s first urban transport ropeway for public in 

which city? 

 A) Guwahati B) Nagpur 

 C) Gandhinagar D) Varanasi 

  Answer : D   .   

✓ Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi laid the foundation stone of the India’s first urban transport ropeway 

on March 24, 2023, in Varanasi. 

✓ This is the first urban ropeway project in the country. 

✓ Key Features 

✓ The total cost incurred for this ropeway project is around Rs 645 crore. 

✓ Once the project becomes functional, India will become the third country in the world to use a ropeway 

for public transportation. Till date such facility is operational only in Bolivia and Mexico City, 

✓ The project will be constructed by Vishwa Samudra, National Highways Logistics Private Limited 

(NHLML) in collaboration with Switzerland-based firm Bartholet. 

✓ The 3.75-km long ropeway system will have five stations and will function between Varanasi 

Cantonment and Godowlia Chowk. 

UTTAR PRADESH IN NEWS 2022-23 
➢ Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi laid the foundation stone of the India’s first urban transport 

ropeway on March 24, 2023, in Varanasi. 

➢ Uttar Pradesh government has launched the portal for the creation of ‘Family ID – One Family 

One Identity’. 

➢ Uttar Pradesh Government Launched ‘Samagra Shiksha Abhiyan’ Campaign. 

➢ Uttar Pradesh tops charts for mobile gaming destination in India. 

➢ Taj Mahotsav Starts In Agra of Uttar Pradesh. 

➢ UP first all-woman PAC battalions formed by Uttar Pradesh Govt. 

➢ Uttar Pradesh tops in India, 8462 lakes developed under Mission Amrit Sarovar. 

➢ Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath inaugurates north India’s first data centre at Greater Noida. 

➢ Uttar Pradesh bags top honours at PMAY-U Awards 2021. 
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Q. The United Nations report has predicted that India is likely to become the most severely 

water-hit nation due to water scarcity by which year? 

 A) 2050 B) 2025 

 C) 2030 D) 2035 

  Answer : A    .   

✓ As per the flagship report of UN titled, ‘United Nations World Water Development Report 2023: 

partnerships and cooperation for water’, India is expected to be the most severely water-hit nation due 

to water scarcity by 2050. 

✓ The report states that the global urban population facing water scarcity is projected to increase from 

933 million in 2016 to 1.7-2.4 billion people in 2050. 

✓ While 933 million in 2016 represents one third of global urban population and 1.7-2.4 billion in 2050 will 

be one third to nearly half of global urban population. 

✓ The report also states that around 80% of people living under water stress lived in Asia; and particularly 

in northeast China, India and Pakistan. 

➢ Agriculture Minister of India, Narendra Singh Tomar, has introduced a new platform called 

‘DigiClaim’ on the national crop insurance portal. 

➢ Kannuj will be developed into a tourist destination as per the decision taken by the Government 

of Uttar Pradesh. 

➢ Centre has approved the setting up of the Terai Elephant Reserve (TER) at Dudhwa-Pilibhit in 

Uttar Pradesh. The Terai Elephant Reserve is the 3rd Elephant Reserve in India. 

➢ Uttar Pradesh cabinet has gave a green signal for the development of the first tiger reserve in the 

Bundelkhand region. 

➢ Uttar Pradesh To Register Maximum Number of New Companies After Maharashtra Post . 

➢ Uttar Pradesh Government to Provide a Unique Farm ID to the Farmers. 

➢ Uttar Pradesh wins Ayushmann Utkrishta award 2022. 

➢ Uttar Pradesh government to build India’s first education township 
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✓ Two billion people globally do not have safe drinking water, while 3.6 billion lack access to safely 

managed sanitation as per the report 

Q. The amended Finance Bill, 2023  was passed in the Lok Sabha on March 24, 2023. IN the 

amendments, the Tax on Royalty or technical fee earned by foreign (non-resident) Cos has 

been hiked to 20 percent. What was this rate earlier? 

 A) 18% B) 15% 

 C) 12% D) 10% 

  Answer : D   .   

✓ The Finance Bill, 2023  was passed in the Lok Sabha with some amendments, on March 24, 2023. 

✓ Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman tabled ‘The Finance Bill, 2023’ in the lower house. 

✓ Total 64 official amendments have been proposed to the Finance Bill which was tabled in Parliament 

on February 1, 2023. 

✓ List of some amendments in the Finance Bill 2023 

1. Mutual Funds (MFs) with less than 35% AUM (Assets under management) in domestic equity will be 

taxed as short-term capital gains. 

2. Enhanced tax benefits to offshore banking units operating in GIFT City (Gujarat International Finance 

Tec-City). Offshore banking units to get 100 percent deduction on income for 10 years. 

3. Tax on Royalty or technical fee earned by foreign (non-resident) Cos hiked from 10 percent to 20 

percent. 

4. Tax Collection at Source (TCS) shall apply to all Liberalized Remittance Scheme (LRS) even if within 

India. 

5. All credit cards payments for foreign tours to be considered under LRS. The Reserve Bank of India 

(RBI) to look into the payments made through credit cards for foreign tours which escape tax at source. 

6. A committee to be set up under the finance secretary on the pension system to address the needs of 

employees and also maintain fiscal prudence. 

7. The Securities Transaction Tax on sale of options hiked to Rs 2,100 on a turnover of Rs 1 crore, 

compared to the earlier Rs 1,700.  

8. Setting up the GST Appellate Tribunal. 
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Q. Canara Bank has sold its entire stake in Russian JV, Commercial Indo Bank LLC (CIBL), to 

SBI for Rs 121.29 crore. What was the share of Canara Bank in this JV? 

 A) 60% 

 B) 40% 

 C) 50% 

 D) 30% 

  Answer : B   .   

✓ The Commercial Indo Bank LLC (CIBL) is a joint venture in Russia between SBI (60 per cent) and 

Canara Bank (40 per cent). 

✓ CIBL was incorporated in 2003. 

✓ Now Canara Bank has announced that it has sold its entire stake in this Russian joint venture to the 

State Bank of India (SBI) for about Rs 121.29 crore. 

✓ With the consent of Central Bank of Russia, the entire shares held by Canara Bank have been 

transferred to SBI on November 11, 2022 

SBI IN NEWS 2022 -23 
➢ Commercial Indo Bank LLC (CIBL) is a joint venture in Russia between SBI (60 per cent) and 

Canara Bank (40 per cent). 

➢ SBI announces completion of $1 billion Syndicated Social Loan Facility. 

➢ Warehousing Development Regulatory Authority (WDRA) signed a memorandum (MoU) of 

understanding with State Bank of India to help farmers in getting low interest rate loans. 

➢ According to the Indian Banks’ Association (IBA)’s report titled “EASE Reforms Index for the first 

quarter of  FY23″ the State Bank of India(SBI) was adjudged as the Best Bank in adopting reforms 

prescribed for Public Sector Banks(PSB). 

➢ SBI on 5 December 2022 announced that its personal banking advances excluding high value 

home loans have crossed the Rs 5 lakh-crore mark as on 30 November 2022. 

➢ State Bank of India (SBI), India’s largest lender, approved raising Rs 10,000 crore through 

infrastructure bonds during the financial year 2023 (FY23) including a greenshoe option of Rs 

5,000 crore. 
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➢ State Bank of India has signed a 150 million euro (Rs 1,240 crore) loan agreement with the 

German development bank KfW for funding solar projects. 

➢ Union Ministry of Finance has nominated Vivek Joshi as a Director to the Board of State Bank of 

India (SBI). 

➢ State Bank of India (SBI) surpassed Rs 6 trillion in Assets Under Management (AUM) under the 

Home Loan segment. 

➢ State Bank of India (SBI) has bought the entire 13.82 per cent stakes held by Small Industrial 

Bank of India (SIDBI), Bank of Maharashtra and Union Bank of India in the SBI Global Factors 

Ltd (SBIGFL). 

➢ SBI has reduced the interest rate on savings accounts by a marginal 5 basis points to 2.70 per 

cent effective from 15 October 2022. 100 basis points is equal to 1%. 

➢ State Bank of India (SBI) chairman Dinesh Kumar Khara announced their Next-Gen Contact 

Centre service. 

➢ SBI launches ‘Gram Seva Program’ across six states of India (Haryana, Gujarat, Maharashtra, 

Punjab, Tamil Nadu, and West Bengal). 

➢ SBI hit market capitalization of Rs 5 trillion, share prices reach record high. 

➢ State Bank of India (SBI) will manage the Indian Visa Application Centre (IVAC) in Bangladesh 

for two more years. 

➢ HDFC leads credit card market while SBI tops chart in debit card market. 

➢ State Bank of India (SBI) to Raise Rs. 11,000 Crore in Basel III Bonds in fiscal year 2022–23 

(FY23). 

➢ State Bank of India (SBI)’s ‘WECARE’ Senior Citizens’ Fixed Deposit (FD) scheme has extended 

upto 31st March 2023. 

➢ State Bank of India (SBI) launched India’s first state-of-the-art start-up dedicated branch in 

Koramangala in Bengaluru, Karnataka. 

➢ SBI has launched its first branch dedicated to start-ups in Koramangala, Bengaluru. 

➢ State Bank of India launched “Utsav fixed deposit scheme”. 

➢ RBI authorises HR subsidiary of SBI to manage cost effectively. 

➢ SBI’s first-quarter net profit fell by 7% to Rs. 6,068 billion. 

➢ HDFC leads credit card market while SBI tops chart in debit card market. 
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Q. Which of these countries has recently become the official member of the BRICS New 

Development Bank? 

 A) Afghanistan B) Denmark 

 C) Egypt D) Canada 

➢ State Bank of India (SBI) will manage the Indian Visa Application Centre (IVAC) in Bangladesh 

for two more years. 

➢ SBI will soon provide its customers with WhatsApp-based banking. 

➢ State Bank of India, is celebrating its 67th year on 1st July 2022. 

➢ RBI approves SBI’s establishment of operations support subsidiary. 

➢ Uttar Pradesh Expressways Industrial Development Authority (UPEIDA) signs MoUs with SBI, 

BOB, PNB, and SIDBI for Uttar Pradesh. 

➢ Electric two-wheeler manufacturer Ather Energy partners SBI for customer retail finance. 

➢ Alok Kumar Choudhary appointed State Bank of India MD for 2 years. 

➢ STATE BANK OF INDIA (SBI )   

➢ Founded : 1 July 1955   

➢ Headquarters : Mumbai, Maharashtra   

➢ Chairman : Dinesh Kumar Khara 

➢ Managing Director (4)  : Alok Kumar Choudhary, Swaminathan Janakiraman, Challa Sreenivasulu 

Setty and Ashwini Kumar Tewari  

➢ Imperial Bank of India was previous name of SBI  

➢ The presidency Banks of Bengal, Bombay and Madras with merged in 1921 to Imperial Bank of 

India. 

➢ Tagline of State Bank of India 

(1) Pure Banking Nothing Else 

(2) With you all the way  

(3) A bank of the common man  

(4) The banker to every Indian 

(5) The Nation banks on us 
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  Answer : C   .   

✓ Egypt has officially become a member of BRICS’ New Development Bank (NDB) on March 22, 2023. 

✓ Cairo completed all the necessary procedures to become an eligible member of BRICS Bank on 

February 20, 2023. 

✓ It is the fourth new country to become the member of NDB apart from BRICS nations. 

✓ Earlier in September 2021, NDB admitted Bangladesh, United Arab Emirates (UAE) and Uruguay as 

its new members. 

✓ Egypt has been inducted as the fourth new member of the BRICS New Development Bank(NDB). 

✓ New Development Bank approves UAE, Bangladesh and Uruguay as a new member 

✓ New Development Bank (NDB) 

✓ Founded : 2015 

✓ Headquarters : Shanghai, China 

✓ Membership (9) : Brazil ,Russia, India, China , South Africa, Bangladesh, UAE , Uruguay & Egypt. 

✓ President : Marcos Troyjo ( Brazil ) 

✓ Vice President : Anil Kishora (Indian) 

✓ The initial authorized capital of the bank is $100 bln divided into 1 mln shares having a par value of 

$100,000 each. 

✓ The initial subscribed capital of the NDB is $50 bln divided into paid-in shares ($10 bln) and callable 

shares ($40 bln). 

Q. The Income Tax Department has launched ‘AIS for Taxpayers’ mobile app. What does AIS 

stands for? 

 A) Annual Information Statement  B) Accounting Information System 

 C) Automatic Income Statement D) Automated Information System 

  Answer : A   .   

✓ Income Tax Department of India has launched a new mobile app called ‘AIS for Taxpayers’, to provide 

a comprehensive view of the Annual Information Statement (AIS) / Taxpayer Information Summary 

(TIS) to the taxpayers. 

✓ Benefits of AIS for Taxpayers 

✓ taxpayers can easily view information related to their TDS/TCS, interest, dividends, share transactions, 

tax payments, and Income Tax refunds. 
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✓ users can view other information such as GST data and foreign remittances. 

✓ users can provide feedback regarding the information displayed 

✓ this app will help to provide enhanced taxpayer services, thus facilitating ease of compliance. 

Q. What is the name of the fantasy app on cricket launched by Ashneer Grover, the co-founder 

of BharatPe? 

 A) DreamCrik B) GameCrick 

 C) CrickPe D) Crick11 

  Answer : C   .   

✓ BharatPe co-founder Ashneer Grover has launched a cricket-focused fantasy sports app called 

CrickPe, through his twitter handle on March 23, 2023. 

✓ CrickPe is a product by the ‘Third Unicorn’, the new tech-startup venture of BharatPe co-founder 

Ashneer Grover, along with his wife Madhuri Jain and Aseem Ghavri. 

✓ The CrickPe is first-of-its-kind fantasy cricket app, where with every match, the actual playing cricketers, 

cricketing bodies and real team owners win cash rewards, along with the fantasy game winners. 

✓ It may turn big rival for already existing Dream11, Mobile Premier League (MPL) and Games24x7’s 

My11Circle 

✓ BharatPe becomes ICC’s official partner till 2023. 

✓ BharatPe 

✓ Founded :  2018 

✓ Headquarteres : New Delhi 

✓ Founded / CEO : Ashneer Grover 

✓ Developed By : NPCI 

✓ Chairmam : Rajnish Kumar 

Q. What was the profession of Pradeep Sarkar, who has passed away recently? 

 A) Author B) Politician 

 C) Economist D) Film Director 

  Answer : D   .   

✓ Renowned Bollywood Filmmaker Pradeep Sarkar has passed away. He was 67. 

✓ Pradeep Sarkar made his directorial debut with the film Parineeta in 2005. 
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✓ He was also best-known for directing films like Laaga Chunari Mein Daag, Lafangey Parindey and 

Mardaani. 

✓ His last directed film was the 2018 film Helicopter Eela. 

Q. Who has won the Christopher Martin-Jenkins Spirit of Cricket Award 2022? 

 A) Aasif Sheikh B) Moeen Ali 

 C) Jos Buttler D) Joe Root 

  Answer : A    .   

✓ Nepalese batsman Aasif Sheikh was declared the winner of the Christopher Martin-Jenkins Spirit of 

Cricket Award 2022. 

✓ The Award is presented every year by the Marylebone Cricket Club (MCC), UK in conjunction with the 

BBC. 

✓ The CMJ Spirit of Cricket Award was created in 2013 by MCC and the BBC in memory of former MCC 

President and BBC Test Match Special commentator Christopher Martin-Jenkins (CMJ), who was 

passionate about promoting the spirit of the game. 

✓ Sheikh was honoured for his sporting conduct shown in a Men’s T20 International between Nepal and 

Ireland in February 2022. 

Q. The 2023 edition of the SAFF Championship will be held in which city from 21 June to 3 July 

2023? 

 A) Chennai B) Bengaluru 

 C) Hyderabad D) New Delhi 

  Answer : B    .   

✓ The 2023 edition of the SAFF Championship, South Asia’s marquee international tournament, will be 

held in Bengaluru from 21 June to 3 July 2023. 

✓ This was announced by the All India Football Federation (AIFF). 

✓ India will be hosting the tournament for the fourth time and first since the 2015 edition when it was held 

in Thiruvananthapuram. 

✓ All the member associations of the South Asian Football Federation (SAFF) are expected to participate 

in the 13th edition of the tournament. 
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Q. Who won the men's singles title at the All England Open badminton championships? 

 A) Shi Yu Qi B) Li Shi Feng 

 C) Parupalli Kashyap D) Lakshya Sen 

  Answer : B    .   

✓ Li Shi Feng defeated fellow Chinese shuttler Shi Yu Qi to win the men’s singles title at the All England 

Open badminton championships. 

✓ The all-Chinese men’s final ended 26-24 21-5, beginning neck-and-neck in the first game and ending 

in a decisive victory for 23-year-old Li in the second. 

✓ In the women’s singles, to the thunderous roar of her name, South Korea’s An Se Young beat Tokyo 

2020 Olympics gold medallist Chen Yu Fei of China 21-17 10-21 21-19. 

✓ China has dominated Olympic badminton since the sport made its debut at the Games in Barcelona in 

1992, with 47 medals including 20 golds. 

Q. Who has launched the 24th edition of “Women and Men in India 2022” in New Delhi? 

 A) Amit Shah  B) Inderjit Singh Rao 

 C) Narendra Modi D) Piyush Goyal 

  Answer : B    .   

✓ Minister of State (Independent Charge) for the Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation 

(MoSPI), Rao Inderjit Singh,  has launched the 24th edition of “Women and Men in India 2022” in New 

Delhi. 

✓ It covers a wide range of topics, including political participation, education, employment, health, and 

demographic indicators. 

✓ The book offers disaggregated data by gender, rural-urban divide, and geographical region, which helps 

to understand the differences and inequalities between distinct groups of men and women in India. 

✓ It has also highlighted the gender disparity in wages, with men in rural areas earning more than women 

in urban areas. 

Q. Which organization in its report mentioned that 26% of the world's population does not have 

access to safe drinking water? 

 A) World Bank B) UNESCO 

 C) ADB D) IMF 
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  Answer : B   .   

✓ According to a report published by UNESCO at the United Nations 2023 Water Conference in New 

York, 26 percent of the world's population does not have access to safe drinking water. 

✓ As per the report, 46 per cent of the population does not have access to safely managed sanitation. 

✓ According to the report, two to three billion people experience water scarcity for at least one month per 

year, which poses serious risks to livelihoods, especially food security and access to electricity. 

✓ The global urban population facing water scarcity will double from 930 million in 2016 to 1.7 to 2.4 billion 

in 2050. 

UNESCO IN NEWS 2022-23 
➢ According to a report published by UNESCO at the United Nations 2023 Water Conference in 

New York, 26 percent of the world's population does not have access to safe drinking water. 

➢ Former German chancellor Angela Merkel has been awarded the Felix Houphouet-Boigny 

UNESCO Peace Prize in Yamoussoukro, Ivory Coast. 

➢ Visva-Bharati University is expected to get the status of the world's first "Living Heritage 

University" from UNESCO. 

➢ UNESCO listed Ukraine’s Odesa a World Heritage Site in Danger. 

➢ Assam Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma announced that the Centre has nominated the 

maidams of Ahom Kingdom in Charaideo to seek a UNESCO World Heritage Site tag.  

➢ The historic maidams of Ahom Kingdom in Charaideo were chosen out of 52 sites for the 

UNESCO World Heritage Site tag. 

➢ Three new cultural sites in India, including the iconic Sun Temple at Modhera, historic Vadnagar 

town in Gujarat, and rock-cut relief sculptures of Unakoti in Tripura, have been added to the 

tentative list of UNESCO world heritage sites....  

➢ Franca Ma-ih Sulem Yong gets UNESCO Madanjeet Singh Prize for 2022. 

➢ Glaciers at many UNESCO World Heritage sites including Yellowstone and Kilimanjaro National 

Park will likely vanish by 2050. 

➢ Kilimanjaro National Park and Mount Kenya & Yellowstone and Yosemite national parks in the 

United States.  
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➢ Warangal in Telangana, Thrissur and Nilambur from Kerala 3 Indian cities join UNESCO network 

of learning cities. 

➢ Former German chancellor Angela Merkel wins Unesco Peace Prize 2022 for “her efforts to 

welcome refugees”. 

➢ Royal Enfield tie-up with UNESCO to promote cultural heritage of India. 

➢ India nominates Garba ( Dance Form  Gujarat) to be inscribed on UNESCO's intangible cultural 

heritage list. 

➢ UNESCO recognized the use of information and communication technology (ICT), under a 

comprehensive initiative called PM eVIDYA by the department of school education, Ministry of 

Education. 

➢ Khuvsul Lake National Park of Mangolia has been added to the World Network of Biosphere 

Reserve of UNESCO. 

➢ Central Institute of Educational Technology (CIET) wins UNESCO’s King Hamad Bin Isa Al-

Khalifa Prize for the year 2021. 

➢ Brazil landscape garden Sitio Burle Marx receives UNESCO World Heritage status. 

➢ India chosen to join 2003 Convention on UNESCO’s Intergovernmental Committee. 

➢ Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports, Government of India, has contributed an amount of USD 

72,124 towards UNESCO Fund for Elimination of Doping in Sport in 2022. 

➢ Guadalajara, Mexico was named World Book Capital for the year 2022. 

➢ Meghalaya’s living root bridges included on tentative list of UNESCO’s World’s Heritage Sites. 

➢ UNESCO recognises Kolkata’s Durga Puja as Intangible Cultural Heritage. 

➢ Centre nominates Hoysala Temples in Karnataka for World Heritage List in 2022-2023. 

➢ United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) 

➢ Formation : 16 November 1945  

➢ Headquarters : Paris, France  

➢ Director-General : Audrey Azoulay (France)  

➢ Member countries : 193 

➢ Total UNESCO sites in india : 40. 
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Q. PM Modi recently addressed the One World TB Summit at which place? 

 A) Noida B) Varanasi 

 C) Bengaluru D) Surat 

  Answer : B    .   

✓ Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi addressed the One World TB Summit at Rudrakash Convention 

Centre in Varanasi, on March 24, 2023. 

✓ It must be noted that, under the leadership of PM Modi, India is on the path of ending TB by 2025  

✓ Select States/UTs and districts were awarded for their progress towards ending TB. 

✓ The winners were Karnataka and Jammu & Kashmir on the State/UT level and The Nilgiris, Pulwama 

and Anantnag at the district level 

Q. Recently, the government has hiked the Dearness Allowance (DA)/Dearness Relief (DR) by  

percent to  percent 

 A) 5%; 38% B) 3%; 42% 

 C) 4%; 38% D) 4%; 42% 

  Answer : D   .   

✓ The Central Government has announced an increase in the Dearness Allowance (DA) for central 

government employees and Dearness Relief (DR) for central government pensioners by 4 percent. 

✓ This will increase the overall DA/DR from current 38% to 42%. 

✓ The hiked DA/DR will be effective from January 1, 2023. 

✓ This move will benefit around 47.58 lakh central government employees and 69.76 lakh central 

government pensioners. 

Q. The Sri Madhusudan Sai Institute of Medical Sciences and Research has recently been 

inaugurated in Chikkaballapur district by PM Modi. In which state is this located?  

 A) Karnataka B) Maharashtra 

 C) Tamil Nadu D) Goa 

  Answer : A    .   

✓ Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated the Sri Madhusudan Sai Institute of Medical Sciences and 

Research in Muddenahalli in Chikkaballapur district of Karnataka on March 25, 2023. 

✓ The Institute has been established by the Sri Sathya Sai University for Human Excellence. 
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✓ It will provide free medical education and offer free medical treatment to the poor.  

✓ Apart from this, PM Modi also emphasized every Indian to contribute towards making India a developed 

country by 2047. 

Q. Name the winner of the 2023 Abel prize? 

 A) Dennis Sullivan B) Luis Caffarelli  

 C) Avi Wigderson D) Grigory Margulis 

  Answer : B   .   

✓ Luis Caffarelli is the winner of the 2023 Abel prize, unofficially called the Nobel prize for mathematics. 

✓ Mr Caffarelli has won the prestigious award for his work on partial differential equations (PDA), a class 

of equations that describe many real-world physical systems, from melting ice to jet engines. 

✓ He is the first ever winner of Abel Prize from South Africa. 

✓ Luis Caffarelli is currently a professor at the University of Texas at Austin. 

✓ About Abel Prize 

✓ First awarded in 2003, the Abel prize “recognises pioneering scientific achievements in mathematics”.  

✓ It is named after Norwegian mathematician Niels Henrik Abel (1802-29), who in his short life made 

pioneering contributions in a multitude of fields.  

✓ It is often considered to be an equivalent of the Nobel prize. 

✓ The award carries a monetary prize of 7.5 million kronor (about $720,000) and a glass plaque designed 

by Norwegian artist Henrik Haugen. 

✓ The prize is awarded by the Norwegian Academy of Science and Letters on behalf of the Ministry of 

Education. 

Q. PM Modi has set the vision to make India a developed country by which year? 

 A) 2047 B) 2050 

 C) 2030 D) 2025 

  Answer : A   .   

Q. The Union Cabinet has extended the LPG cylinder subsidy under the Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala 

Yojana by one year. What is the amount of subsidy given to the beneficiaries? 

 A) Rs 100 B) Rs 200 

 C) Rs 150 D) Rs 250 
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  Answer : B   .   

✓ The Union Cabinet has extended the LPG cylinder subsidy of Rs 200, under the Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala 

Yojana by one year. 

✓ This means that Rs 200 per LPG cylinder will be provided to the beneficiaries for one more year, to 

ease the burden of high cooking gas prices.  

✓ This decision has been taken keeping in mind the high prices of petroleum products in the international 

market. 

✓ The move will benefit 9.6 crore (96 million) families. 

Q. Gordon E. Moore who has passed away recently was the co-founder of which company? 

 A) Intel B) IBM 

 C) Tesla D) Samsung 

  Answer : A   .   

✓ Gordon E. Moore, one of the co-founder of US Chipmaker Intel, has passed away. He was 94. 

✓ Moore and his longtime colleague Robert Noyce founded Intel Corporation in July 1968 as NM 

Electronics. 

✓ He was one of the driving personalities behind the creation of Silicon Valley 

Q. Srikanth Venkatachari has been appointed as the new Chief Financial Officer (CFO) of 

which company? 

 A) ONGC B) Microsoft 

 C) Adani Group D) Reliance Industries Ltd. 

  Answer : D   .   

✓ Srikanth Venkatachari has been appointed as the new Chief Financial Officer (CFO) of Reliance 

Industries Ltd (RIL). 

✓ Venkatachari will take charge from June 01, 2023. 

✓ He is currently serving as the Joint CFO of the company since 2011. 

✓ He will replace Alok Agarwal,who has been appointed as senior advisor to the Chairman and Managing 

Director Mukesh Ambani. 
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Q. Which state government was fined Rs 10 crore by the Principal Bench of the National Green 

Tribunal (NGT) for failing to protect Ramsar sites? 

 A) Kerala B) Karnataka 

 C) Tamil Nadu D) Maharashtra 

  Answer : A   .   

✓ Kerala government has been fined Rs 10 crore by the Principal Bench of the National Green Tribunal 

(NGT) for their inability to prevent the uncontrolled pollution of the designated Ramsar sites. 

✓ This is the largest lake in Kerala and the longest Lake in India. 

✓ The lake has its source in four rivers, Meenachil, Achankovil, Pampa and Manimala 

✓ National Green Tribunal (NGT)  

✓ It is a special body established under the National Green Tribunal Act (2010). 

✓ Aim : To effectively and expeditiously deal with cases related to environmental protection and 

conservation of forests and other natural resources. 

Q. Union Minister of Health & Family Welfare Dr Mansukh Mandaviya has chaired the 36th 

Board Meeting of the Stop TB Partnership in which city? 

 A) New Delhi B) Hyderabad 

 C) Mumbai D) Chennai 

  Answer : A    .   

✓ Union Minister of Health & Family Welfare Dr Mansukh Mandaviya chaired the 36th Board Meeting of 

the Stop TB Partnership in New Delhi. 

✓ India has identified 3 important health priorities under the G20 Presidency. 

✓ All of these focus on universal health coverage and are relevant to the response to TB elimination. 

✓ A lot of extraordinary work is being done on the ground through innovations in TB case finding, 

mathematical modelling, digital interventions and surveillance. 

✓ Efforts are being made to bring innovative strategies like Pradhan Mantri TB Mukt Bharat Abhiyan, 

which will be a unique campaign of its kind in the world. 

✓ He pointed out that the TB vaccine is needed urgently for which its fast-track development is important. 

✓ About Stop TB Partnership 

✓ Stop TB Partnership was founded in 2001.  
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✓ This is a United Nations-hosted organisation that amplifies the voices of the people, communities, and 

countries affected by TB. 

✓ It aims to eliminate tuberculosis as a public health problem. 

✓ Secretariat - Geneva, Switzerland 

Q. Which state government has re-passed the Bill against online gambling? 

 A) Kerala B) Karnataka 

 C) Tamil Nadu D) Andhra Pradesh 

  Answer : C    .   

✓ Tamil Nadu Legislative Assembly unanimously re-passed the online gambling ban bill on March 23 

✓ The Tamil Nadu Legislative Assembly has re-adopted the Prohibition of Online Gambling and 

Regulation of Online Games Bill, 2022. 

✓ Tamil Nadu Governor R.N. Ravi had earlier returned it saying it was against the decisions of the courts. 

✓ Online Gambling 

✓ Online gambling refers to participating in gambling activities over the Internet. It can be played on a 

variety of devices including computers, laptops, tablets and smartphones and involves the use of virtual 

chips or digital currencies instead of cash. 

✓ The global online gambling market size in 2022 is estimated to be US$63.53 billion. 

✓ The Asia-Pacific region is the largest online gambling market, with China and Japan accounting for the 

largest share. 

✓ Online gambling is regulated with varying degrees of restrictions and laws in most countries including 

India. 

Q. In which of the following areas the World Health Organization called for rapid action to 

eradicate tuberculosis? 

 A) South Asia Region B) South East Asia Region 

 C) East Africa Region D) West Africa Region 

  Answer : B    .   
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✓ On World Tuberculosis Day (24 March) the World Health Organisation (WHO) has called for intensified 

actions to eradicate the disease in the South East Asian region which bears the world’s highest T.B. 

burden. 

✓ WHO highlighted the urgent need to advance innovations, better address social and economic 

determinants, and improve multi-sectoral collaboration 

✓ T.B. burden in Southeast Asia 

✓ In 2021, the region is expected to account for more than 45 percent of global T.B. incidence and more 

than half of global TB deaths. 

✓ According to WHO, the COVID-19 crisis has exacerbated key social and economic determinants of T.B. 

such as poverty and malnutrition, pushing millions of people in the region into extreme poverty. 

✓ An estimated 7 million additional T.B. cases and 1.5 million additional TB deaths could occur between 

2022 and 2026 across the region. 

✓ In 2022, the budget allocation for T.B. programs in the region is set to reach approximately US$1.4 

billion 

Q. Who among the following led India to the 2nd Indo-Pacific Economic Framework for 

Prosperity Dialogue held in Bali? 

 A) Department of Defense B) Department of Commerce 

 C) Department of Foreign Affairs D) Department of Finance 

  Answer : B    .   

✓ An inter-ministerial delegation from India led by the Department of Commerce participated in the 2nd 

Indo-Pacific Economic Framework for Prosperity (IPEF) Negotiations Round from March 13-19, 2023 

in Bali, Indonesia 

✓ During the Bali Round, discussions covered all the four pillars of the IPEF. 

✓ India participated in the discussions related to Pillars II to IV. 

✓ The first IPEF round was held in Brisbane, Australia on December 10-15, 2022 and the Special 

Negotiations round in New Delhi on February 8-11, 2023. 

✓ About Indo-Pacific Economic Framework for Prosperity (IPEF) 

✓ In May 2022, the United States launched IPEF. 

✓ The main purpose of its formation is to bring together its allies in the Indo-Pacific region to increase 

economic cooperation. 
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✓ It has 14 member states:- Australia, Brunei, Fiji, India, Indonesia, Japan, Republic of Korea, Malaysia, 

New Zealand, Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, USA and Vietnam. 

✓ The 14 IPEF partners represent 40 percent of global GDP and 28 percent of global goods and services 

trade. 

✓ It has four pillars:- 

✓ Trade (Pillar I),  

✓ Supply Chains (Pillar II),  

✓ Clean Economy (Pillar III), and  

✓ Fair Economy (Taxation & Anticorruption) - (Pillar IV). 

Q. In which of the following places was the Urban Climate Film Festival, 2023 organized? 

 A) Chennai B) Mumbai 

 C) Hyderabad  D) New Delhi 

  Answer : D    .   

✓ The National Institute of Urban Affairs organised the first Urban Climate Film Festival under U20 

Engagement Events from 24-26 March 2023 

✓ The Urban Climate Film Festival was launched on 24 March at the M.L. Bhartia Auditorium in New 

Delhi. 

✓ The festival was organised with the support of the Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs, Government 

of India, the French Development Agency (AFD) and the European Union. 

✓ Selected films were screened at the festival in New Delhi, Mumbai, Bengaluru, Kolkata and 

Ahmedabad. 

✓ The event, to be held from 25 to 26 March 2023, includes 11 award-winning films and interactive 

sessions from countries such as India, France, Germany, Belgium, Poland and USA. 

Q. How many Indian Startups were honored in the latest edition of 'Elevate' held in Dubai in 

March 2023? 

 A) Four Startups B) Six Startups 

 C) Eight Startups D) Ten Startups 

  Answer : B    .   

✓ The sixth pitching session of the second season of Elevate concluded in Dubai 
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✓ The event saw the participation of six startups from India and the registration of 180 investors. 

✓ The six startups that participated in the Elevate session were winners of the National Startup Awards 

2022. 

✓ Six Startups from India who participated- 

✓ Film board Movie Technologies inc, 

✓ Trascender Services Pvt. Ltd., 

✓ Cogos Technologies Pvt. Ltd.,  

✓ Changejar Technologies Pvt. Ltd.,  

✓ Makerinme Technologies Pvt. Ltd.,  

✓ Revamp Moto Pvt. Ltd. 

✓ About Elevate: 

✓ Elevate is a pitching series organised by the Consulate General of India in Dubai, providing a platform 

for startups to connect with investors and global counterparts. 

✓ The first season of Elevate was held at the India Pavilion at Expo 2020 Dubai. 

Q. 111th Foundation Day of Bihar was celebrated on 22 March with which of the following 

themes? 

 A) Yuva Kendrit Bihar B) Yuva Shakti ki Pragati 

 C) Yuvaon ki Pragati Bihar ki Shakti D) 21vi Sadi men Bihar ki Pragati 

  Answer : B    .   

✓ Prime Minister Narendra Modi has greeted the people of Bihar on 22nd March, Bihar State Foundation 

Day. Theme of 2023 Bihar Diwas is “Yuva Shakti ki Pragati”. 

✓ This is the 111th Foundation Day of the state. 

✓ Bihar Diwas is celebrated every year on 22 March to commemorate the separation of Bihar from Bengal. 

✓ The tradition of celebrating Bihar Day was first started in the year 2010 under the guidance of Chief 

Minister Nitish Kumar and since then it is celebrated with great pride. 

✓ The day holds immense significance as it provides an opportunity to celebrate the rich cultural heritage 

and history of Bihar. 

✓ The state of Bihar was carved out from the Bengal presidency on March 22 in 1912. 
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Q. Which state government has planned to implement Millets Mission for five years? 

 A) Karnataka B) Rajasthan 

 C) Tamil Nadu D) Kerala 

  Answer : C    .   

✓ Presenting the State Agriculture Budget for the financial year 2023-24 in the Tamil Nadu Legislative 

Assembly on March 21, Tamil Nadu Agriculture Minister M.R.K. Panneerselvam informed that the state 

government will implement the Tamil Nadu Millets Mission for five years. 

✓ The government has decided to take up millet cultivation in 50,000 acres of fallow land under its Tamil 

Nadu Millet Mission and provide subsidy for crop diversification into millets. 

✓ By bringing millet farmers together, 100 groups of millet producers will be formed and training programs 

will be run for them. 

✓ Subsidy will be provided for setting up sprinkler irrigation systems in 12,500 acres. 

✓ Subsidy assistance will be provided to farmer producer groups for setting up millet processing centres 

to sell value-added millets. 

✓ To create awareness about the goodness of millets, the government will celebrate 'Bajra Utsav'. 

✓ Government of India proposed to the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) to declare 2023 as the 

International Year of the Millets. 

✓ Rajasthan is the largest producer of nutri-cereals in India followed by Maharashtra and Karnataka 

Q. Which country has announced to invest $75 billion in the Indo-Pacific region? 

 A) Japan B) United States 

 C) United Kingdom D) Russia 

  Answer : A    .   

✓ Japan has announced a new $75 billion plan to counter China in the Indo-Pacific region 

✓ Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida has announced a detailed new plan for an open and free Indo-

Pacific during his visit to India on 20-21 March 2023. 

✓ That promised billions of dollars in investment to help the region's economies in everything from industry 

to disaster prevention. 

✓ Kishida mentions 'four pillars' in the new free and open Indo-Pacific plan; in which: 

✓ Maintaining Peace, 
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✓ Dealing with new global issues in cooperation with Indo-Pacific countries, 

✓ Achieving global connectivity through various platforms, and 

✓ Ensuring the safety of the open seas and skies. 

✓ To achieve this, Kishida has announced an acceleration of aid to the Indo-Pacific to $75 billion by 2030 

through private investment and yen loans, and through official government assistance and grants. 

Q. Red Corner Notice (RCN) issued by Interpol against which of the following Indian has been 

withdrawn? 

 A) Dawood Ibrahim B) Mehul Choksi 

 C) Goldie Brar D) Chhota Rajan 

  Answer : B    .   

✓ Interpol has withdrawn the Red Corner Notice (RCN) issued against Mehul Choksi, the main accused 

in the Rs 13,500 crore PNB loan scam case.  

✓ The Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) has sought the restoration of the notice. 

✓ Mehul Choksi is the owner of Gitanjali Group, a jewellery firm with 4,000 stores in India. 

✓ He along with his nephew Nirav Modi is a culprit in the Rs 13,500 crore Punjab National Bank (PNB) 

scam. 

✓ Choksi and Modi are accused of issuing fake Letters of Undertaking (LoU) and foreign letters of credit 

to companies owned by them in connivance with bank officials. 

✓ In this case, PNB did not keep any security before issuing the LoU. 

✓ The matter came to light in January 2018, when PNB submitted a fraud report to the Reserve Bank of 

India. 

✓ A Red Corner Notice, or Red Notice (RN), alerts police forces around the world to fugitives who are 

wanted internationally 

Q. Who among the following clinched the men's title of the Asian Billiards Championship 2023? 

 A) Brijesh Damani B) Pankaj Advani 

 C) Praput Chaithanasakun D) Pauk Sa 

  Answer : B    .   

✓ Pankaj Advani has won the Asian Billiards Championship title held in Doha, Qatar 
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✓ Pankaj defeated the defending national champion Brijesh Damani (India) 5–1 to win the title for the 

second time in a row and ninth overall. 

✓ Advani has won gold medals in English Billiards singles in the 2006 and 2010 Asian Games 

Q. At which of the following places is the G-7 summit proposed to be held in May 2023? 

 A) Montreal, Canada  B) Rome, Italy  

 C) Hiroshima, Japan  D) Berlin, Germany 

  Answer : C    .   

✓ March 2023, the Prime Minister of Japan,Fumio Kishida,was on a two-day visit to India. 

✓ The main objective of the Japanese Prime Minister's visit is to increase cooperation between the two 

countries in the fields ofdefence, trade, investment and high technology. 

✓ After a meeting on 21 March, the Indian Prime Minister was invited to attend theG7 Hiroshima Summit 

in Japan. 

✓ Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida signedtwo 

agreementsduring their bilateral talks: 

✓ The renewal of the Memorandum of Cooperation in Japanese and  

✓ The exchange of notes on the JICA loan for 300 billion yen for the Mumbai-Ahmedabad high-speed 

railway project. 

✓ About the G7 

✓ The G7 is a group of seven major industrialised countries, includingCanada, France, Germany, Italy, 

Japan, the United Kingdom, and the United States. 

✓ The G7 holds annual meetings to discuss various global issues, but these meetings are usually held in 

different locations each year. 

✓ The 48th G7 summit was hosted by Germany in 2022. 

✓ SURPRISE FACTS G7 SUMMIT  

✓ 1st - 1975 : France 

✓ 46th - 2020 : United States 

✓ 47th - 2021 : United Kingdom 

✓ 48th - 2022 : Germany 

✓ 49th - 2023 : Japan 
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✓ 50th - 2024 : Italy 

✓ Trick to remember G7 Countries 

✓ Trick  - Drink JUICE with GF (girlfriend) 

✓ JUICE case :- 

✓ J for Japan 

✓ U for USA 

✓ I for Italy  

✓ C for Canada 

✓ E for England  

✓ GF case :- 

✓ G for Germany  

✓ F for France 

Q. which of the following virus affected a large number of people in India? 

 A) H3N2 Virus B) H5N1 Virus 

 C) H7N9 Virus D) H9N2 Virus 

  Answer : A    .   

✓ In March 2023, the Union Health Ministry confirmed one death each in Haryana and Karnataka due to 

the H3N2 subtype of the flu virus. 

✓ H3N2 virus 

✓ Influenza virus, which causes the infectious disease called flu, is of four different types – A, B, C, and 

D. 

✓ Influenza A is classified into different subtypes and one of them is H3N2. 

✓ Influenza A is an RNA virus. It is classified into subtypes based on the type of two proteins found on its 

surface. 

✓ Influenza D virus is found in cattle and pigs. 

✓ According to the United States Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), H3N2 caused the 

flu pandemic of 1968, which caused the death of about one million people worldwide and about 100,000 

in the US alone 
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Q. The deadline set by the Supreme Court for setting up an Inter-State River Water Disputes 

Tribunal for which of the following rivers expired? 

 A) Pennar river B) Ponnaiyar River 

 C) Periyar River D) Tungabhadra River 

  Answer : B    .   

✓ As the three-month deadline set by the Supreme Court for setting up an Inter-State River Water 

Disputes Tribunal for the Ponnaiyar River has expired, Tamil Nadu is awaiting further action from the 

Centre 

✓ The Supreme Court in December directed the Center to set up a Ponnaiyar River Water Disputes 

Tribunal within three months to resolve the dispute over sharing of water between Karnataka and Tamil 

Nadu. 

✓ In 2018, Tamil Nadu filed a lawsuit against Karnataka over the construction of check-dams and 

diversion structures on the river. 

✓ On November 30, 2019, Tamil Nadu formally requested the central government to set up a tribunal to 

settle disputes over the waters of the river. 

✓ In mid-December 2022, the Supreme Court gave the Center three months to set up a tribunal to resolve 

the dispute between Tamil Nadu and Karnataka. 

✓ Ponnaiyar River 

✓ It rises in the Nandi hills in the Chikkaballapura district of Karnataka and flows through Tamil Nadu and 

falls into the Bay of Bengal. 

✓ The major tributaries are Chinnar, Markanda, Vaniyar, and Pamban. 

✓ Important cities on the banks of Ponnaiyar River  Bangalore, Hosur, Tiruvannamalai, and Cuddalore 

South. 

Q. Drugs Controller General of India (DCGI) approved a drug called 'Prussian Blue' developed 

by  

 A) Serum Institute of Technology 

 B) Defense Research and Development Organization (DRDO) 

 C) Aurobindo Pharma Ltd 

 D) Sun Pharmaceutical Industries Limited 
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  Answer : B    .   

✓ Drugs Controller General of India (DCGI) approved a drug called 'Prussian Blue' developed by Defense 

Research and Development Organization (DRDO) technology for radiological and nuclear 

emergencies. 

✓ This drug was developed under the Technology Development Fund (TDF) of insoluble formulation. 

✓ The drug has been developed by the industry based on technology from the Institute of Nuclear 

Medicine and Allied Sciences (INMAS), Delhi, a laboratory of the Defense Research and Development 

Organization (DRDO). 

✓ This drug will be available under the trade names Pru-DecorpTM and PruDecorp-MG. 

✓ The formulation is used for the purification of Cesium and Thallium and its Active Pharmaceutical 

Ingredient (API). 

Q. The World Theatre Day is observed globally on which of these days? 

 A) 28 March 

 B) 26 March 

 C) 27 March 

 D) 25 March 

  Answer : C    .   

✓ The World Theatre Day is celebrated all over the world on the 27 March since 1962 to promote the art 

form “theatre” across the world. 

✓ The theme of 2023 World Theatre Day is "Theatre and a Culture of Peace"  

✓ The day was initiated in 1961 by the International Theatre Institute (ITI). 

✓ Every year the Executive Council of ITI choses an outstanding theatre personality to write the message 

for World Theatre Day. 

Q. The International Monetary Fund has given $80.77 million in aid to which African country? 

 A) Mali B) Guinea 

 C) Kenya D) Burkina Faso 

  Answer : D   .   
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✓ The International Monetary Fund (IMF) approved  $80.77 million to help Burkina Faso meet its balance 

of payments needs. 

✓ This emergency financing, under the Food Shock Window, will help Burkina Faso meet its immediate 

balance of payments needs related to the global food crisis. 

✓ Burkina Faso is a landlocked country in West Africa. Its capital is Ouagadougou and its currency is the 

‘West African CFA franc 

IMF IN NEWS 2022-23 
➢ International Monetary Fund (IMF) approved  $80.77 million to help Burkina Faso meet its balance 

of payments needs. 

➢ International Monetary Fund (IMF) has approved a loan worth $15.6 billion for Ukraine. 

➢ Inflation has risen to a 48-year high in crisis-hit Pakistan, where the International Monetary Fund 

(IMF) . 

➢ Former Chief Economic Adviser, KV Subramanian was appointed as the Executive Director for 

India at the International Monetary Fund (IMF). 

➢ IMF Signed Extended Fund Facility(EFF) With Pakistan. 

➢ Gita Gopinath becomes 1st woman to feature on IMF’s ‘wall of former chief economists’. 

➢ India's Krishna Srinivasan has been appointed as the director of the Asia and Pacific Department 

of the International Monetary Fund. 

➢ IMF approved $1.4 billion emergency support for Ukraine. 

➢ IMF warns Ukraine’s Economy to Shrink Up to 35% in 2022. 

➢ Pierre-Olivier Gourinchas from France has been named as the next chief economist of the IMF. 

➢ Gita Gopinath is set to become the first Deputy Managing Director of the International Monetary 

Fund. 

➢ Andorra Joins IMF as its 190th Member. 

➢ International Monetary Fund (IMF) 

➢ Founded : 1945 

➢ Headquarters: Washington, D.C.  

➢ Managing Director : Kristalina Georgieva (Bulgaria) 

➢ First Deputy MD : Gita Gopinath 
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Q. Who becomes first IPS Officer to swim from Gateway of India to Elephanta Caves? 

 A) Chandra Mohan B) Krishna Prakash 

 C) Gopinadh Jatti D) Manish Kumar Sinha 

  Answer : B    .   

✓ Ironman’ Krishna Prakash becomes first person to swim from Gateway of India to Elephanta Caves 

✓ Ironman’ and IPS officer Krishna Prakash achieved another milestone, by becoming the first person to 

swim from the Gateway of India (located at the Chhatrapati Shivaji Marg in South Mumbai) to the famed 

Elephanta Caves (located at the Elephanta Island in Mumbai Harbour). 

✓ This task was completed by Krishna Prakash, posted as Inspector General of Police in the VIP Security 

Department in Mumbai, as an adventurous sea swimming expedition on 27 March. 

✓ He covered 16.20 kilometers within five hours, and 26 minutes. 

✓ The expedition was dedicated to the “Drowning Prevention Awareness” campaign. 

✓ He had earlier completed the gruelling Ironman and Ultraman triathlon competitions 

✓ Gateway of India 

✓ It is a monument in Mumbai which was completed in 1924. 

✓ It is located on the port side of the Arabian Sea in the Apollo Bunder area of South Mumbai. 

✓ About Elephanta Caves 

➢ Chief Economist : Pierre-Olivier Gourinchas (France) 

➢ Executive Director for India at IMF : Krishnamurthy Subramaniam 

➢ Member countries : 190 (Andorra) 

➢ IMF Released Report 

➢ Global Financial Stability Report  

➢ World Economic Outlook. 

➢ The value of Special Drawing Right (SDR) is determined by the basket of 5 currencies.  

➢ The currencies are, US Dollar, Japanese Yen, British Pound, Chinese Yuan and Euro. 

➢ Special Drawing Right is known as the Paper Gold. The value of the SDR is based on a basket 

of key international currencies reviewed by IMF every five years. SDR was introduced in the 1969 

by the IMF to solve the problem of International liquidity 

http://www.aparchitexamwarriors.com/
https://t.me/joinchat/AAAAAE8dn2HB6sDtwXmGFg
https://m.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=114372970613721&substory_index=0&id=103828281668190
https://www.instagram.com/aparchitexamwarriors/
file:///D:/Deep%20Yadav%20Sir/Weekly/April%2021/Instamojo
file:///D:/Deep%20Yadav%20Sir/Weekly/April%2021/www.Aparchitexamwarriors.com


 

Follow us: Official Site, Telegram, Facebook, Instagram, Instamojo      57 

 

Visit : www.Aparchitexamwarriors.com 

✓ A UNESCO World Heritage Site, the Elephanta Caves are a specimen of rock-cut art and architecture 

from the time of medieval India. 

✓ The caves are located on the Elephanta or Gharapuri island which is situated at a distance of 11 km 

from Mumbai city. 

Q. Who Company has appoints former SEBI Chairman UK Sinha and Dipali Goenka as 

Independent Directors? 

 A) NDTV B) CNN 

 C) BBC D) Times of India 

  Answer : A   .   

✓ U K Sinha and Dipali Goenka have been appointed Independent Directors of NDTV for a period of two 

years effective from March 27, 2023. 

✓ The appointment is based on the recommendations of the Nomination and Remuneration Committee, 

and subject to the approval of shareholders and the Ministry of Information and Broadcasting. 

✓ U K Sinha has also been designated as Non-Executive Chairperson of NDTV 

✓ About U K Sinha  

✓ UK Sinha, a former bureaucrat, served as the chairman of the Securities and Exchange Board of India 

(SEBI) between 2011 and 2017. 

✓ Prior to this, he was the Chairman and Managing Director at UTI Asset Management Company Private 

Limited for six years. 

✓ He has also served as Joint Secretary in the Ministry of Finance. 

✓ About Dipali Goenka 

✓ Deepali Goenka is the Chief Executive Officer and Managing Director of Welspun India Limited. 

✓ She is an accomplished global business leader known for her dynamism, entrepreneurial spirit and 

commitment to protecting the environment. 

✓ She has been recognized by Forbes as one of the most powerful women in Asia and India. 

✓ She was the co-chair at the India Economic Summit, 2017 organized by the World Economic Forum. 

✓ On December 30, 2022, the Adani Group acquired a 27.26% equity stake in NDTV from the founders 

of the news broadcaster, Prannoy Roy and Radhika Roy.  

✓ In total, the Adani Group acquired a 29.18% stake in NDTV by purchasing a company supported by the 

founders. 

http://www.aparchitexamwarriors.com/
https://t.me/joinchat/AAAAAE8dn2HB6sDtwXmGFg
https://m.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=114372970613721&substory_index=0&id=103828281668190
https://www.instagram.com/aparchitexamwarriors/
file:///D:/Deep%20Yadav%20Sir/Weekly/April%2021/Instamojo
file:///D:/Deep%20Yadav%20Sir/Weekly/April%2021/www.Aparchitexamwarriors.com


 

Follow us: Official Site, Telegram, Facebook, Instagram, Instamojo      58 

 

Visit : www.Aparchitexamwarriors.com 

✓ Afterward, the Adani Group made an open offer to purchase an extra 26% stake from the public 

shareholders. 

Q. Who among the following won the 81 kg. weight category title in the Women's World Boxing 

Championship 2023? 

 A) Neetu Ghanghas B) Nikhat Zareen 

 C) Lovlina Borgohain D) Sweety Boora 

  Answer : D    .   

✓ Indian woman boxer Sweety Boora registered a 4-3 victory over China's Wang Lina in the 81kg category 

(light heavyweight category) at the Women's World Boxing Championships in New Delhi. 

✓ Neetu Ghanghas achieved a historic feat by winning the gold medal by defeating Mongolia's Lutsekhan 

Altantseg in the final of the 45-48 kg category at the Women's World Boxing Championships in New 

Delhi on March 25. 

✓ With this victory, Nitu, a 2022 Strandja Memorial gold medallist, became the sixth Indian boxer to be 

crowned world champion. 

✓ Mary Kom became world champion a total of six times: 

✓ Six-time champion MC Mary Kom (2002, 2005, 2006, 2008, 2010 and 2018) 

Q. Union Minister Sarbananda Sonowal launched the real-time performance monitoring 

dashboard named as which of the following? 

 A) Samudra Manthan B) Jal Manthan 

 C) Sagar Manthan D) Drishti Manthan 

  Answer : C   .   

✓ The real-time performance monitoring dashboard of the Ministry of Ports, Shipping and Waterways 

(MoPSW), known as 'Sagar Manthan' was recently inaugurated by the Union Minister for Ports, 

Shipping and Waterways and AYUSH, Sarbananda Sonowal 

✓ Sagar Manthan' is a digital platform designed to hold all the integrated data related to the Ministry and 

other subsidiaries. 

✓ This is a step towards digitization and transparency in the maritime transport sector. 

✓ The platform was developed internally under the guidance of Sudhanshu Pant, Secretary, MoPSW and 

was efficiently completed in less than 1.5 months. 
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✓ The Ministry of Ports, Shipping and Waterways showcased its commitment to promote the growth of 

India's maritime transport sector by launching the 'Sagar Manthan' dashboard. 

Q. In March 2023, at which of the following places Home Minister Amit Shah inaugurated Mata 

Sharda Devi Temple? 

 A) Pahalgaon B) Ladakh 

 C) Kupwara D) Srinagar 

  Answer : C   .   

✓ Home Minister Amit Shah e-launched the Mata Sharda Devi Temple near the Line of Control in Teetwal 

village of Karnah Tehsil in Kupwara district of Jammu and Kashmir. 

✓ The architecture and construction of the temple is done according to Hindu scriptures under the aegis 

of Sharda Peeth, and the idol of Sharda Maa donated by Sringeri Math is installed. 

✓ Maa Sharda Devi Temple: 

✓ Maa Sharda Devi Temple is considered a sacred pilgrimage site for Hindus, especially those from the 

Kashmiri Pandit community. 

✓ The temple has a typical Kashmiri style of architecture, with wooden pillars and intricate carvings. The 

inner sanctum sanctorum of the temple houses the idol of Maa Sharda, which is made of black stone. 

✓ The temple is especially popular during the Navratri festival, which is celebrated twice a year in the 

months of March–April and October–November.  

✓ History: The temple is dedicated to the Hindu goddess Maa Sharda, who is believed to be an incarnation 

of Saraswati, the goddess of knowledge and wisdom 

Q. A joint military exercise named 'Vayu Prahar' was conducted in March 2023 between which 

of the following? 

 A) Indian Army and Navy B) Air Force and Coast Guard 

 C) Indian Army and Air Force D) Navy and Air Force 

  Answer : C   .   

✓ The Indian Army and Air Forceconducted a 96-hour multi-domainair and land exercise named 'Vayu 

Prahar'in theeastern sectorin the second week of March. 

✓ Itsmain objectivewas to draw up plans that could coordinate multi-domain operations and enhance the 

combat capabilities of the Indian Army and Air Force in the eastern sector 
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✓ Exercise Vayu Praharis ajoint military exercise conducted by the Indian Army and Air Forceand aimsto 

enhance coordination and rehearsal between various agencies for rapid mobilisation, transport and 

deployment of forces 

Q. Who has been appointed as the new Managing Director and Chief Executive Officer of Axis 

Securities for the next three years? 

 A) Bhargav Dasgupta B) Sashidhar Jagdishan 

 C) Rajiv Sabharwal D) Pranav Haridasan 

  Answer : D   .   

✓ Pranav Haridasan has been appointed as the new Managing Director and Chief Executive Officer of 

Axis Securities for the next three years. 

✓ B Gopkumar, who is currently the MD & CEO of Axis Securities, has been transferred to Axis Asset 

Management Company as MD & CEO 

Q. Which Ministry took the initiative of the flagship program 'PM SHRI'? 

 A) Finance Ministry B) Ministry of Education 

 C) Foreign Ministry D) Ministry of Agriculture 

  Answer : B   .   

✓ Ministry of Education has selected about 9 thousand schools across the country for its flagship program 

Pradhan Mantri School for Rising India (PM SHRI). 

✓ According to the ministry, the institutes were selected from over two lakh fifty thousand government 

schools including Kendriya Vidyalayas and Navodaya Vidyalayas. 

Q. Who has been elected as the next leader of the Scottish National Party? 

 A) Anum Qaisar B) John Swinney 

 C) Joanna Cherry D) Humza Yousaf 

  Answer : D   .   

✓ Pakistani-origin Humza Yousaf has won the Scottish National Party leadership contest and is set to 

become Scotland's First Minister replacing Nicola Sturgeon 

✓ Scotland is a country that is part of the United Kingdom, its capital is Edinburgh and its currency is 

Pound Sterling 
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Q. The first G20 Trade and Investment Working Group (TIWG) Meeting under India's G20 

Presidency is being organized in Which City from March 28− 30, 2023? 

 A) New Delhi B) Bengaluru 

 C) Mumbai D) Hyderabad 

  Answer : C    .   

✓ The 1st G20 TIWG meeting under India’s G20 Presidency is scheduled in Mumbai ((Maharashtra)), 

from March 28th − 30th, 2023. 

✓ During this three-day Meeting, over 100 delegates from G20 member countries, invitee countries, 

regional groupings and international organizations will engage in deliberations to accelerate global trade 

and investments. 

Q. The second G20 Infrastructure Working Group (IWG) meeting is being organized in Which 

State from March 28 to 29, 2023? 

 A) Telangana B) Karnataka 

 C) Tamil Nadu D) Andhra Pradesh 

  Answer : D    .   

✓ The second G20 Infrastructure Working Group (IWG) meeting under G20 Indian Presidency is 

scheduled to take place in Vishakhapatnam, Andhra Pradesh, on 28th and 29th March 2023. 

✓ Agenda under the Indian G20 Presidency and follow up on the discussions held during the first IWG 

meeting held in Pune in January 2023. 

✓ Indian G20 Presidency's theme :  'One Earth, One Family, One Future' sets the tone for the 2023 

Infrastructure Agenda under the 2023 Indian G-20 Presidency 

Q. Who has been honoured with the Highest Civilian Award of Assam for the year 2023 'Assam 

Baibhav'? 

 A) Anuj Mehta B) Dr. Tapan Saikia 

 C) Piyush Goyal D) Mansukh L. Mandaviya 

  Answer : B    .   

✓ Assam’s highest civilian award 'Assam Baibhav’ for the year 2023 has been conferred on renowned 

medical practitioner Dr. Tapan Saikia. 

http://www.aparchitexamwarriors.com/
https://t.me/joinchat/AAAAAE8dn2HB6sDtwXmGFg
https://m.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=114372970613721&substory_index=0&id=103828281668190
https://www.instagram.com/aparchitexamwarriors/
file:///D:/Deep%20Yadav%20Sir/Weekly/April%2021/Instamojo
file:///D:/Deep%20Yadav%20Sir/Weekly/April%2021/www.Aparchitexamwarriors.com


 

Follow us: Official Site, Telegram, Facebook, Instagram, Instamojo      62 

 

Visit : www.Aparchitexamwarriors.com 

✓ He received the honour for his notable work in the field of healthcare (Cancer Care) and Public Service, 

generating awareness and early detection of cancer in Assam and other northeastern states. 

Q. Who organized first Urban Climate Film Festival under U20 engagement events from 24 

March to 26 March 2023? 

 A) NIUA B) DUAC 

 C) UN-HI D) NCRPB 

  Answer : A    .   

✓ The first Urban Climate Film Festival under U20 engagement events is being organised by the National 

Institute of Urban Affairs(NIUA) from from 24 March to 26 March 2023. 

✓ The festival is being organised with support from the Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs, the French 

Development Agency and the European Union 

Q. MGNREGS wage rates revised by up to ____ for 2023-24? 

 A) 15% B) 12% 

 C) 10% D) 8% 

  Answer : C    .   

✓ The Centre has notified a hike in wage rates up to 10% under the rural job guarantee program, Mahatma 

Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act (MGNREGA) for 2023-24 with Haryana having the 

highest daily wage at ₹357 per day and Madhya Pradesh and Chhattisgarh the lowest at ₹221 

✓ The wage hikes, which range from ₹7 to ₹26, will come into effect from April 1, 2023. 

Q. In which state the World Bank approved a loan of US $ 363 million for clean drinking water? 

 A) Uttar Pradesh B) Assam 

 C) Bihar D) Karnataka 

  Answer : D   .   

✓ The World Bank has approved a loan of US $ 363 million for the supply of clean drinking water from 

taps to 2 million rural households in Karnataka.  

✓ A World Bank statement said that about 77 per cent of Karnataka's area is arid or semi-arid, as well as 

there is a shortage of groundwater in this area and the quality of water is also continuously deteriorating.  

✓ The World Bank was established in 1944 and its headquarter is located in Washington, DC 
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WORLD BANK IN NEWS 2022-23. 
➢ World Bank has approved a loan of US $ 363 million for the supply of clean drinking water from 

taps to 2 million rural households in Karnataka. 

➢ India and the World Bank have signed aloan agreement for the construction of the Green National 

Highway Corridors Project (GNHCP) in four States. 

➢ These four states are-Himachal Pradesh, Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh and Andhra Pradesh. 

➢ World Bank has signed two complementary loans with India worth USD 500 million each to 

support and enhance the country’s healthcare infrastructure. 

➢ Indian Origin Ajay Banga to be next World Bank President. 

➢ World Bank chief David Malpass has announced his resignation nearly a year early. 

➢ India will be the first country in the world to receive $100 billion from remittances during 2022, the 

World Bank. 

➢ World Bank forecast Pakistan’s economic growth to slow further to two percent during the current 

year; according to the World Bank’s Global Economic Prospects report. 

➢ World Bank Predicts India’s Economic Growth to Slow to 6.9% in FY23. 

➢ International Finance Corporation (IFC), the private sector investment arm of the World Bank, has 

introduced a new, $6 billion funding facility to boost the private sector’s. 

➢ World Bank to loan $150 million to Punjab government for major reforms. 

➢ A Gender Toolkit based on “Enabling gender-responsive urban mobility and public spaces” was 

launched in a session conducted by the World Bank and the Chennai Urban Metropolitan 

Transport Authority. 

➢ World Bank towards emergency COVID-19 response in India to USD 2 billion.  

➢ A USD 1 billion support was announced last month towards immediate support to India’s health 

sector. 

➢ Auguste Tano Kouame of Côte d’Ivoire appointed as Country Director for India by World Bank. 

➢ World Bank clears US$1 billion loan for PM Ayushman Bharat Health Infrastructure Mission. 

➢ World Bank approved USD 245 million loan to modernize India’s railway logistics infra. 

➢ Sri Lanka receives $160 mln in bridge financing from World Bank. 

➢ World Bank approved USD 250 million loan for India’s road safety programme. 
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➢ World Bank has approved additional financing of USD 250 million for Outcomes for Accelerated 

Learning. 

➢ World Bank has approved a Rs 1,000 crore project to take rainfed farming to new heights in the 

hilly regions of Uttarakhand. 

➢ Global Economic Prospects report released, the World Bank 

➢ World Bank announces up to $30 bn to address food security crisis. 

➢ World bank sanctioned USD 350 million for SRESTHA-G project of Gujarat. 

➢ World Bank approved $47 million program for India’s Mission Karmayogi program. 

➢ World Bank provided USD 600 million in financial assistance to Sri Lanka to make payments for 

essential imports. 

➢ World bank Report States Extreme Poverty in India Decline by 12.3% between 2011-2019. 

➢ World Bank cuts global economy growth forecast to 3.2% for 2022. 

➢ Gujarat Govt to receive Rs 7,500 Cr Loan from World Bank, AIIB. 

➢ Junaid Ahmad World Bank’s India Director, appointed as vice president of operations. 

➢ India and World Bank inks US$125 million loan to support access to Social Protection Services 

in West Bengal. 

➢ WORLD BANK  

➢ Founded : 1944   

➢ Headquarters : Washington Dc   

➢ MD&CFO : Anshula Kant   

➢ Chief Economist : Carman Reinhart  

➢ Executive Director : Rajesh Khullar 

➢ Member Countries :189   

➢ World Bank Group : 5 (IBRD, IDA, IFC, MIGA and ICSID). 

➢ All of these efforts support the Bank Group’s twin goals of ending extreme poverty by 2030 and 

boosting shared prosperity of the poorest 40% of the population in all countries. 

➢ World Bank was created at the 1944 Bretton Woods Conference, along with the International 

Monetary Fund (IMF). 

➢ India is a member of IBRD, IFC, IDA and MIGA. The country is not a member of the ICSID 
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Q. The Whitefield (Kadugodi) to Krishnarajapura Metro Line has recently been inaugurated by 

PM Modi at which place? 

 A) Chennai B) Kolkata 

 C) Jaipur D) Bengaluru 

  Answer : D    .   

✓ The Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi inaugurated the Whitefield (Kadugodi) to Krishnarajapura 

Metro Line of Bangalore Metro on March 25, 2023 and also took a ride in the newly inaugurated metro. 

✓ The 13.71 km stretch from Whitefield (Kadugodi) Metro to Krishnarajapura Metro Line is a part of 

Reach-1 extension project under Bangalore Metro Phase 2. 

✓ It has been built at a cost of around Rs 4250 crores. 

✓ This new metro line will provide a clean, safe, rapid and comfortable travel facility to commuters in 

Bengaluru as well as enhance ease of mobility and reduce traffic congestion in the city. 

✓ Apart from this, PM also inaugurated Sri Madhusudan Sai Institute of Medical Sciences and Research 

(SMSIMSR) at Chikkaballapur. 

✓ SMSIMSR will provide free of cost medical education and quality medical care to all. 

Q. Which launch vehicle was used to launch second set of 36 satellites of OneWeb Group 

Company, under the agreement with NSIL to launch 72 satellites to orbits? 

 A) LVM3 B) PSLV 

 C) GSLV D) ASLV 

  Answer : A   .   

✓ Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) launch vehicle, LVM3, successfully placed 36 satellites 

belonging to OneWeb Group Company into their intended orbit on March 26, 2023. 

✓ This was the sixth consecutive successful flight of LVM3, ISRO’s heaviest rocket, belonging to 

OneWeb. 

✓ The 43.5 metres tall and 643 tonnes heavy LVM3, lifted off from the second launch pad at SDSC-SHAR, 

Sriharikota, with a total payload of 5,805 kg. 

✓ With the success of this launch, NewSpace India Limited (NSIL) has successfully executed its contract 

to launch 72 satellites of OneWeb to Low Earth Orbit. 

✓ The Network Access Associates Limited, United Kingdom (OneWeb Group Company) had entered into 

a commercial agreement with NSIL to launch 72 satellites to Low-Earth Orbits. 
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✓ This was the second mission under this agreement. The first set of 36 satellites was launched in LVM3-

M2/OneWeb India-1 mission on October 23, 2022. 

✓ This mission also marked OneWeb’s second satellite deployment from India. 

✓ It was the 18th launch of OneWeb, bringing the total OneWeb’s constellation to 618 satellites 

Q. The statues of Lord Basaveshwara ji and Nadaprabhu Kempegowda ji has been 

inaugurated in which city by Union Home Minister Amit Shah recently? 

 A) Bengaluru 

 B) Raipur 

 C) Surat 

 D) Kochi 

  Answer : A    .   

✓ Union Home Minister and Minister of Cooperation, Shri Amit Shah inaugurated and laid the foundation 

stone of 236 development works worth Rs 4500 crore in Raichur, Karnataka on March 26, 2023. 

✓ This project also includes provision of clean drinking water for 1400 villages and 7 cities under Jal 

Jeevan Mission, 105 PWD works and 19 works of Karnataka Road Development Agency. 

✓ Home Minister also inaugurated Gorata Martyr Memorial and Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel Memorial, as 

well as unfurled the 103 feet high tricolor at Gorata ground in Bidar, Karnataka.. 

✓ Apart from this, the minister unveiled the statues of Lord Basaveshwara ji and Nadaprabhu 

Kempegowda ji at the State Assembly premises in Bengaluru, Karnataka. 

✓ Both these statues will spread the message of Basavanna ji and Kempegowda ji of social justice, 

democracy, good governance and development to those who get elected in the assembly. 

✓ Union Home Minister Amit Shah inaugurates 103 feet high tricolor and several projects in Karnataka. 

Q. Nikhat Zareen has won gold medal for India in which sports recently? 

 A) Shooting 

 B) Tennis 

 C) Boxing 

 D) Football 

  Answer : C   .   
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✓ India finished with the highest number of gold medals, that means 4 gold, at the 2023 IBA Women’s 

World Boxing Championship. 

✓ The 13th edition of the championship was held at the Indira Gandhi Sports Complex in Delhi, from 15 

to 26 March 2023. 

✓ Indian pugilists Nikhat Zareen won gold medal in the 50 Kg light flyweight category bout finals, when 

she beat two-time Asian champion Nguyen Thi Tam of Vietnam with a 5-0 scoreline. 

✓ This was the second successive hold medal of Nikhat in the World Championship. 

✓ She is now the second Indian female boxer to win multiple gold medals at the World Championship. 

after pugilist Mary Kom. 

✓ Other three Indian players to win gold at the championship are: 

✓ Nitu Ghanghas – Minimumweight – beat Lutsaikhany Altantsetseg of Mongolia 

✓ Lovlina Borgohain – Middleweight – beat Caitlin Parker of Australia 

✓ Saweety Boora – Light Heavyweight – beat Wang Lina of China 

 

✓ Top 5 Countries in Medal Table 

 

✓ List of Medal Winners 
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Q. Which among the following organisations has entered into an agreement with US Federal 

Deposit Insurance Corporation (FDIC)  to buy all deposits and loans of collapsed lender 

Silicon Valley Bank (SVB)? 

 A) First Citizens Bank & Trust Company 

 B) American Express 

 C) Wells Fargo 

 D) State Employees Credit Union 

  Answer : A   .   

✓ First Citizens Bank enters deal with FDIC to buy Silicon Valley Bank (SVB) assets and liabilities. 

✓ US Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation (FDIC) has entered into a purchase and assumption 

agreement with First Citizens Bank & Trust Company, for all deposits and loans of collapsed lender 

Silicon Valley Bank (SVB). 
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✓ This means that North Carolina-based First Citizens Bank & Trust Co will buy all deposits and loans of 

SVB from FDIC, which earlier took control over assets and liabilities of SVB to protect depositors’ 

interests. 

✓ AS a part of this agreement, the FDIC and First Citizens BancShares will share losses and potential 

recoveries on the loans covered. 

✓ The First Citizens will buy assets of $110 billion, deposits of $56 billion and $72 billion of SVB’s loans 

at a discount of $16.5 billion. 

✓ Around $90 billion in securities and other assets will remain in the receivership for disposition by the 

FDIC. 

✓ The 17 branches of Silicon Valley Bridge Bank, National Association, will now operate as First–Citizens 

Bank & Trust Company with effect from March 27, 2023. 

Q. Which edition of annual event INDIASOFT has been organised by Electronics and Computer 

Software Export Promotion Council (ESC)? 

 A) 12th B) 23rd 

 C) 19th D) 27th 

  Answer : B   .   

✓ Union Minister of State for Commerce & Industry, Ms. Anupriya Patel inaugurated the 23rd edition of 

INDIASOFT at Pragati Maidan, New Delhi on March 27, 2023. 

✓ INDIASOFT, held consecutively since 2001, is a platform for Indian tech developers and global 

consumers to meet and connect with each other. 

✓ Some 650 delegates from 80 countries are participating in the three-day event. 

✓ More than 1500 Indian exhibitors are showcasing their products and solutions at the event. 

✓ Over 70 new products will be launched. 

✓ The event will also assist Global Outreach of Indian Electronics and IT Industry to enhance their exports. 

✓ INDIASOFT is organised by the Electronics and Computer Software Export Promotion Council (ESC). 

✓ The event will support India to achieve its target of becoming developed country by 2047 (also referred 

as Amrit Kal), with a GDP of USD 32 trillion. 

✓ As per the Department of Commerce, India would become a US$ 5 trillion economy by 2027 and the 

third largest country in the world.  
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✓ Apart from this, India’s exports, both merchandise and services, is targeted to peak at US$750 billion 

by 2022-23. This was over US$650 billion in 2021-22. 

Q. Indian sportsman Sarabjot Singh has recently won gold medal for India in which sports? 

 A) Hockey B) Tennis 

 C) Boxing D) Shooting 

  Answer : D   .   

Q. Veteran film actor and former Lok Sabha MP, Innocent Vareed Thekkethala, has passed 

away. He was a well known film personality belonging to which cinema? 

 A) Marathi B) Malayalam 

 C) Odia D) Bengali 

  Answer : B   .   

✓ Veteran Malayalam film actor and former Lok Sabha MP, Innocent Vareed Thekkethala has passed 

away battling Covid-19. He was 75. 

✓ Thekkethala predominantly worked in Malayalam films.  

✓ However he had also worked in few Tamil, Kannada, Hindi and English films, mostly in comedic roles. 

✓ He had served as the Member of Parliament  (MP) in the 16th Lok Sabha (2014-2019) representing 

Chalakudy constituency. 

Q. The CRPF of India organized the Raising Day function on March 25, 2023 in the Naxal-

affected area of Chhattisgarh. The event marked which edition of the raising day 

celebration for CRPF? 

 A) 82nd B) 84th 

 C) 89th D) 88th 

  Answer : B   .   

✓ The 84th Raising Day of the Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF) was organised at Bastar in 

Chhattisgarh on March 25, 2023. 

✓ It is for the first time that CRPF’s annual celebration was held in a Naxal-affected area. 

✓ Union Home Minister Amit Shah attended the event, at Karanpur camp of the 201st battalion of the 

Commando Battalion for Resolute Action (CoBRA), an elite anti-Naxal unit of the CRPF. 

✓ The CRPF is country’s largest Central Armed Police Force (CAPF), with about 3.25 lakh personnel. 
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✓ It works under the authority of the Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA). Its headquarter is located in New 

Delhi. 

✓ It is designated as the lead national internal security force in India, with three main domains. 

✓ They are: Left Wing Extremism (LWE), counter-insurgency operations in the Northeast and counter-

terrorist operations in Jammu and Kashmir 

Q. Indian shooter Manu Bhaker has won the bronze medal at the 2023 ISSF Rifle/Pistol World 

Cup in Bhopal, in which category event? 

 A) 25m pistol B) 50m pistol 

 C) 10m Air Pistol D) 50m rifle 

  Answer : A    .   

✓ Indian shooters have managed to bag 7 medals at the ongoing ISSF Rifle/Pistol World Cup. 

✓ India has won overall 2 Gold, 1 Silver and 4 Bronze medals so far. 

✓ The World Cup is being held from 20 to 31 March, 2023, in Bhopal, Madhya Pradesh 

✓ Gold medal winners 

✓ Sarabjot Singh – 10m Air Pistol 

✓ Silver medal winners 

✓ Varun Tomar and Rhythm Sangwan – Mixed Team 10m Air Pistol 

✓ Bronze medal winners 

✓ Rudrankksh Patil – 10m Air Rifle 

✓ Narendra Nitin Raju and Rudrankksh Patil – Mixed Team 10m Air Rifle 

✓ Varun Tomar – 10m Air Pistol 

✓ Manu Bhaker – 25m pistol  

✓ Sift Kaur Samra – 50m rifle 

Q. Samiha AYOUB has been chosen as the author for the Message of World Theatre Day 2023. 

She hails from which country? 

 A) Turkey B) Spain 

 C) Egypt D) Germany 

  Answer : C    .   
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✓ The World Theatre Day is celebrated all over the world on the 27 March since 1962 to promote the art 

form “theatre” across the world. 

✓ The theme of 2023 World Theatre Day is ‘Theatre and a Culture of Peace’. 

✓ The day was initiated in 1961 by the International Theatre Institute (ITI). 

✓ Every year the Executive Council of ITI choses an outstanding theatre personality to write the message 

for World Theatre Day. 

✓ The author of the Message of  

✓ World Theatre Day 2023 is: Samiha AYOUB, Egypt. 

Q. The government extended the deadline for PAN-Aadhaar linking till when? 

 A) 30 June 2023 B) 31 March 2023 

 C) 30 July 2023 D) 30 August 2023 

  Answer : A    .   

✓ The last date for linking PAN and Aadhaar has been extended by the Government to 30 June, 2023, in 

order to provide some more time to the taxpayers. 

✓ Earlier the last date was March 31, 2023. 

✓ It must be noted that under the provisions of the Income-tax Act, 1961 (the ‘Act’) every person who has 

been allotted a PAN as on July 01, 2017 and is eligible to obtain Aadhaar Number, is required to intimate 

his Aadhaar to the prescribed authority on or before 31 March, 2023, on payment of a prescribed fee. 

✓ Failure to do so shall attract certain repercussions under the Act w.e.f. 1st April, 2023. 

✓ However, now the date for intimating Aadhaar to the prescribed authority has been extended to 30 

June, 2023. 

✓ This means that with effect from 01 July, 2023, the PAN of those taxpayers who have failed to intimate 

their Aadhaar, shall become inoperative 

Q. Which country has recently launched the National Genome Strategy? 

 A) Qatar B) India 

 C) United Arab Emirates D) China 

  Answer : C    .   

✓ UAE recently launched its National Genome Strategy which aims to support the development and 

implementation of genomic programmes.  
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✓ The strategy will run for ten years and will focus on meeting the country's public health priorities.  

✓ The Emirates Genome Council, established in 2021, will oversee the National Genome Strategy.  

✓ The launch event was also attended by President Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan 

Q. In which city the SCO National Security Advisors meeting will be held? 

 A) Beijing B) New Delhi 

 C) Moscow D) Astana 

  Answer : B    .   

✓ A meeting of the National Security Advisors of the member countries of the Shanghai Cooperation 

Organization (SCO) is being organized in New Delhi.  

✓ NSA Ajit Kumar Doval is presiding over this meeting. Many high-level representatives of Central Asian 

countries are personally participating in it.  

✓ Pakistan and China are also likely to attend the SCO-NSA meeting virtually.  

✓ Currently, SCO includes China, India, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Russia, Pakistan, Tajikistan and 

Uzbekistan. 

✓ It was established in the year 2001 and its headquarter is in Beijing.  

✓ Significantly, India is presiding over the SCO this year. 

Q. Who has been elected as the Vice President of the International Boxing Association (IBA)? 

 A) Ajay Singh B) Gagan Mohanty 

 C) Vijender Singh D) Marry Com 

  Answer : A    .   

✓ Boxing Federation of India (BFI) chief Ajay Singh has been elected as the vice president of the 

International Boxing Association (IBA).  

✓ Ajay Singh's appointment was confirmed during the IBA Board of Directors meeting held after the 

conclusion of the Women's World Championship.  

✓ He has become the third Vice President of IBA and will hold the post till 2026 along with Volodymyr 

Prodivus of Ukraine and Abdulmutalim Abkarov of Serbia.  

✓ IBA was established in the year 1946 and its headquarter is in Lausanne, Switzerland 
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Q. Which bank has recently issued its first electronic bank guarantee? 

 A) Union Bank Of India B) Bandhan Bank 

 C) Axis Bank D) Yes Bank 

  Answer : D    .   

✓ Yes Bank has collaborated with National e-Governance Services Limited (NeSL) to issue its first 

Electronic Bank Guarantee (e-BG).  

✓ It involves digital stamping and signature, thereby reducing the time taken for issuing bank guarantees. 

✓ This bank was established in 2004 and its headquarter is located in Mumbai. 

✓ The current CEO of Yes Bank is Prashant Kumar 

Q. How many crore rupees have been approved by the central government to set up public EV 

charging stations? 

 A) 800 Crore B) 600 Crore 

 C) 700 Crore D) 900 Crore 

  Answer : A    .   

✓ To set up seven thousand 432 public fast charging stations across the country, the Central Government 

has approved eight hundred crore rupees under the FAME scheme Phase-2. 

✓ The government has formulated the Faster Adoption and Manufacturing of Electric Vehicles (FAME) 

India scheme in 2015 to improve the infrastructure required for the large-scale use of electric vehicles. 

✓ The first phase of this scheme was approved for a period of 2 years starting on April 01, 2015. 

Q. Daniel Mookhey is the first Indian-origin politician to be appointed as a Treasurer by the 

Senate of which country? 

 A) Australia B) UAE 

 C) Canada D) Russia 

  Answer : A   .   

✓ An Indian-origin politician, Daniel Mookhey has been appointed as the Treasurer of the New South 

Whales in Australia. 

✓ He is the first Indian-origin politician to become Treasurer of Australia. 

✓ Mookhey took oath on the Bhagwat Gita, also being the first Australian minister to do so. 
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AUSTRALIA IN NEWS 2022-23 
➢ An Indian-origin politician, Daniel Mookhey has been appointed as the Treasurer of the New South 

Whales in Australia. 

➢ India and Australia target $100 billion bilateral trade in next five years. 

➢ Australia and India have agreed to accelerate a broader economic partnership and to boost their 

defence ties, Australian Prime Minister Anthony Albanese said in New Delhi. 

➢ Deakin University of Australia to set up campus in Gujarat International Financial Tec-City (GIFT) 

City. 

➢ India and Australia sign a framework mechanism for mutual recognition of qualifications. 

➢ India and Australia signed the Economic Cooperation and Trade Agreement (ECTA). 

➢ Australia announced it will erase the British monarch from its banknotes, replacing the late Queen 

Elizabeth II’s image on its $5 note with a design honoring Indigenous culture. 

➢ Australia’s longest-serving captain in the shortest format of the game, veteran batter Aaron Finch 

called time on his international career. 

➢ Now Punjabi is all set to be taught in public schools in Western Australia. 

➢ The bilateral training exercise “AUSTRA HIND 22” between contingents of the Indian Army and 

the Australian Army begins at Mahajan Field Firing Ranges in Rajasthan. 

➢ Anthony Albanese sworn in as Australia’s new prime minister 

➢ Novak Djokovic defeated Stefanos Tsitsipas in the final of men’s singles match of the Australian 

Open 2023. 

➢ In the Women’s Singles category, Aryna Sabalenka defeated Elena Rybakina. 

➢ ICC Women’s T20 World Cup Final: Australia won the Women’s T20 World Cup for the sixth time 

when they beat South Africa by 19 runs in the final at Newlands 

➢ AUSTRALIA 

➢ Capital : Canberra 

➢ Currency : Dollar 

➢ Prime Minister : Anthony Albanese 
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Q. Which organisation has approved USD 108 million loan for Assam to help the state improve 

disaster preparedness and enhance flood forecasting? 

 A) IMF B) World Bank 

 C) Asian Development Bank D) UNDP 

  Answer : B    .   

✓ The World Bank’s Executive Board of Directors has approved USD 108 million loan for Assam, to help 

the state improve disaster preparedness and enhance flood forecasting. 

✓ The loan amount has been approved under the $500 million Assam Integrated River Basin 

Management Project. 

✓ The project will benefit around 6 million people in the state by building green infrastructure in the Beki 

and Buridehing river basins, to reduce vulnerability to floods and river erosion in the state 

✓ The $108 million loan will be issued from the International Bank of Reconstruction and Development 

(IBRD). 

ASSAM IN NEWS 2022-23 
➢ World Bank’s Executive Board of Directors has approved USD 108 million loan for Assam, to help 

the state improve disaster preparedness and enhance flood forecasting. 

➢ Assam Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma has launched the Mission Lifestyle for Environment 

(LIFE) in the state. 

➢ Assam-based non-profit organization Aaranyak has formed a network of local communities called 

the Elephant Conservation Network (ECN). 

➢ North East’s 1st compressed biogas plant in Assam. 

➢ Assam to Celebrate Mongeet Festival of Music, Culture, and Food. 

➢ REC Limited, a Maharatna Company under the Ministry of Power, Govt. of India organized ‘Bijli 

Utsav’ in Anandapur Gaon of Baksa district and adjoining villages in Assam. 

➢ Assam Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma launched the second version of ‘Orunodoi’, the 

flagship scheme . 

➢ Tapan Saikia will receive the Asom Baibhav, the highest civilian honour that the Assam 

government. 

➢ Trees Beyond Forests initiative launched in Assam. 
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Q. What is the revised rate of return on the provident fund (PF) deposits as decided by the 

Employees’ Provident Fund Organisation (EPFO) for FY23? 

 A) 8.25% B) 8.50% 

 C) 8.10% D) 8.15% 

  Answer : D   .   

✓ The Central Board of Trustees (CBT) of the Employees’ Provident Fund Organisation (EPFO) has 

raised the interest rate on the provident fund (PF) deposits marginally to 8.15 percent for FY23. 

✓ This was 8.1 percent in the previous financial year, FY22. 

✓ The 8.15 percent rate of return for 2022-23 (FY23) is the second-lowest since 1977-78. 

✓ Earlier, the rate of return of 8.1 percent declared by EPFO for 2021-22 was the lowest in 45 years. 

✓ In 1977-78, the return was 8 percent. 

✓ Since then, the rate of return had either been 8.25 percent or higher. 

✓ Between 1989-90 and 1999-2000, the EPFO’s rate peaked at 12 percent. 

✓ Employees’ Provident Fund Organisation (EPFO) launched “Nidhi Aapke Nikat 2.0”- A District Outreach 

Program for expanding its presence in more than 685 districts of the country 

✓ About EPFO 

✓ Employees Provident Fund Organisation (EPFO) is a statutory organisation  set up under the Union  

ministry of Labour and Employment was set up in 1951 by an Ordinance issued by the President.  

✓ Later Parliament passed the Employees' Provident Funds Scheme, act 1952.   

✓ It is the country’s largest social security organisation. 

✓ EPFO assists the Central Board of Trustees in the administration of a provident fund scheme, pension 

scheme and an insurance scheme for the registered establishments in India 

➢ Assam Grants Industry Status to Its Tourism Sector 

➢ Assam CM Himanta Biswa Sarma launched ‘Swanirbhar Naari’ scheme 

➢ Assam CM Himanta Biswa Sarma launched ‘Vidya Rath – School on Wheels’ project 

➢ Gamosa, Tandur Redgram, and Ladakh apricots get GI tags from Assam. 

➢ Assam CM Nominated Charaideo Maidam to Seek UNESCO World Heritage Tag. 

➢ First Unani Medicine Regional Center of Northeast Inaugurated in Silchar, Assam 
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Q. The Ministry of External Affairs organised the seminar on ‘Seven Decades of the 

Constitution of India’ on March 28, 2023 and was inaugurated by the Union Minister of State 

for External Affairs. Name the minister? 

 A) Meenakshi Lekhi 

 B) Supriya Sule 

 C) Ruchira Kamboj 

 D) Mahua Moitra 

  Answer : A    .   

✓ The Union Minister of State for External Affairs, Meenakshi Lekhi, inaugurated the seminar on ‘Seven 

Decades of the Constitution of India’ on March 28, 2023. 

✓ The Seminar was organised by the Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) in context of India’s Presidency 

of the Asian-African Legal Consultative Organisation (AALCO). 

✓ It was organised in collaboration with the Parliamentary Research and Training Institute for 

Democracies (PRIDE) at the Parliament Library Building, 

1. Seven decades of the Indian Constitution 

2. Indian Constitution and Human Rights 

3. Indian Constitution and Internationalism 

Q. Centre has announced to form a committee to explore ways to guarantee pension system, 

similar to the old pension system (OPS) with assured benefits. Who is the head of this 

committee?  

 A) Bhupinder Pal Singh B) TV Somanathan 

 C) Vivek Singh D) CSR Murthy 

  Answer : B   .   

✓ The Centre has proposed to set up a committee headed by finance secretary TV Somanathan to look 

into the issue of pensions, and evolve an approach, which addresses the needs of all stakeholders’ 

concerns. 

✓ Centre received representations that the National Pension System (NPS) for government employees 

needs to be improved and demand for the old pension system (OPS) with assured benefits are growing. 
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✓ The committee shall therefore explore ways to come out with a middle path between the fiscally-

imprudent OPS and the reform-oriented NPS to protect the common citizens’ interest. 

✓ The approach will be designed for adoption by both the central government and state governments. 

✓ Pension Fund Regulatory and Development Authority, PFRDA has observed 1st of October as the 

National Pension System Diwas (NPS Diwas). 

✓ Pension Fund Regulatory and Development Authority (PFRDA) has increased the entry age for the 

National Pension System (NPS) from 65 years to 70 years 

Q. Mesut Ozil has announced his retirement from professional football recently. He played for 

which country? 

 A) France B) Spain 

 C) Russia D) Germany 

  Answer : D   .   

✓ Former Germany midfielder Mesut Ozil, who won the World Cup in 2014, has announced to retire from 

soccer due to injuries. 

✓ He was a member of Germany’s World Cup-winning side in Brazil 2014. 

✓ The 34 year old former Real Madrid and Arsenal professional football player had been associated with 

the game for almost 17 years. 

✓ He had also been part of Turkish club Istanbul Basaksehir and Turkish club Fenerbahce. 

Q. The BJP veteran minister Girish Bapat, who has passed away recently was the Member of 

Parliament (MP) in Lok Sabha from which constituency? 

 A) Thane B) Nagpur 

 C) Pune D) Mumbai 

  Answer : C   .   

✓ Veteran Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) MP, Girish Bapat, has passed away, due to prolonged illness. 

He was 73 years old. 

✓ Girish Bapat was a Member of Parliament (MP) in 17th Lok Sabha from Pune constituency. 

✓ He was also a veteran Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) worker and a member of legislative 

assembly (MLA) for five consecutive terms since 1995 
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Q. Which state's 100% railway electrification work has been completed recently? 

 A) Assam B) Himachal Pradesh 

 C) Haryana D) Bihar 

  Answer : C   .   

✓ Railway electrification work in Haryana has been completed 100 per cent.  

✓ Haryana Prime Minister Narendra Modi has congratulated the people of the state for this achievement. 

Recently, 100 per cent railway electrification was also done in Uttar Pradesh.  

✓ Pandit Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Division is the first 100 per cent electrified rail division of Indian Railways 

✓ Indian Railways have set the target to achieve 100 percent electrification of its broad gauge routes by 

December 2023. 

Q. Who has been appointed as the new CEO of Hero MotoCorp? 

 A) Niranjan Gupta B) Mahesh Sinha 

 C) Ayaz Ahmed D) Ajay Kapoor 

  Answer : A   .   

✓ Niranjan Gupta has been appointed as the new Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of Hero MotoCorp.  

✓ According to the board of Hero MotoCorp, his appointment will be effective from May 01, 2023.  

✓ He is currently working as the current CFO of the company.  

✓ Pawan Munjal will continue to be the acting chairman and whole-time director of the board.  

✓ Hero MotoCorp is an Indian multinational motorcycle and scooter manufacturer 

Q. Tata Power has re-appointed whom as its MD & CEO? 

 A) Praveer Sinha B) Ajay Singh 

 C) Vijay Mohanty D) Ajay Banga 

  Answer : A   .   

✓ Tata Power has once again appointed Praveer Sinha as its MD & CEO.  

✓ According to Tata Power, Sinha's appointment will be effective from May 01, 2023, till the term ends on 

April 30, 2027 (4 years).  

✓ He became the MD and CEO of Tata Power for the first time in the year 2018, his current term ends on 

30 April 2023.  
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✓ He is a PhD from IIT Delhi and a Visiting Research Associate at Massachusetts Institute of Technology 

Boston.  

✓ Tata Power Company Limited is an Indian power utility company based in Mumbai and part of the Tata 

Group 

Q. Under ‘Project Akashteer’ the Ministry of Defense has agreed with which organisation? 

 A) Bharat Electronics Limited B) Tata Group 

 C) DRDO D) NewSpace India Limited 

  Answer : A    .   

✓ The Defense Ministry has signed 3 contracts with domestic manufacturers at a total cost of about Rs 

5400 crore to enhance the country's defence capabilities. 

✓ The first contract has been signed with Bharat Electronics Limited (BEL) for automatic air defence 

control and reporting systems ‘Project Akashteer’ worth Rs 1982 crore.  

✓ This project is related to effectively operating the air defence units of the Indian Army in an integrated 

manner. 

✓ Bharat Electronics Limited (BEL)  

✓ Founded : 1954 

✓ Headquarteres : Bengaluru Karnataka 

✓ CMD : Anandi Ramalingam 

Q. Who has taken over as the new President of Assocham? 

 A) Sanjay Nair B) Ajay Singh 

 C) Sumant Sinha D) Ravi Kohli 

  Answer : B    .   

✓ SpiceJet chief Ajay Singh has taken over as the president of the Associated Chambers of Commerce 

and Industry of India (ASSOCHAM).  

✓ He has replaced Sumant Sinha, Managing Director of Renew Power who has completed his term in the 

Chamber.  

✓ Also, Sanjay Nair, founder and chairman of Sorin Investment Fund has become the new senior vice-

president of ASSOCHAM.  
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✓ ASSOCHAM is a non-governmental trade association based in India and it was established in 1920. 

Q. Who has been appointed by Star Sports as its new brand ambassador? 

 A) Ranveer Singh B) Anushka Sharma 

 C) Virat Kohli D) Akshay Kumar 

  Answer : A    .   

✓ Star Sports Network, a channel owned by Walt Disney India has roped in Bollywood actor Ranveer 

Singh as its brand ambassador.  

✓ Last week, the Bollywood actor replaced Indian batsman Virat Kohli to become the most valuable 

celebrity in 2022.  

✓ After being chosen as the brand ambassador, Ranveer Singh said that this brand is synonymous with 

sports in India.  

✓ Star Sports Network (Star Sports) is a subsidiary of The Walt Disney Company India. 

Q. Who has become the highest wicket-taker in the T20I format of cricket? 

 A) Shakib Al Hasan B) Ravindra Jadeja 

 C) Adam Zampa D) Kuldeep Yadav 

  Answer : A    .   

✓ Bangladesh all-rounder Shakib Al Hasan has become the highest wicket-taker in the T20I format. 

Shakib Al Hasan has now registered 136 wickets. 

✓ Shakib achieved this feat against Ireland. 

✓ In terms of most wickets, he has left behind Tim Southee of New Zealand who has 134 wickets in his 

name. 

✓ Significantly, all-rounder Shakib is currently the world's number 1 all-rounder in the ICC rankings. 

Q. Who conducted the ‘Regional Level Search and Rescue Exercise’ in Kakinada, Andhra 

Pradesh? 

 A) Indian Army B) Indian Coast Guard 

 C) Indian Navy D) Indian Air Force 

  Answer : B    .   
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✓ The Indian Coast Guard conducted a regional-level search and rescue exercise from March 28 to 29, 

2023 at Kakinada, Andhra Pradesh.  

✓ The objective was to create a simulated situation resembling a real contemporary maritime disaster 

scenario and to highlight the working methods of a large-scale rescue operation.  

✓ The Indian Coast Guard (ICG) is a maritime law enforcement and search and rescue force in India. 

✓ It was established on 18 August 1978, its headquarter is located in New Delhi. 

Q. Which Indian city has been recognised among the World Tree City 2022 list, released by 

United Nations Food & Agriculture Organisation (FAO) and Arbor Day Foundation (ADF)? 

 A) Mumbai B) Hyderabad 

 C) Chennai D) Guwahati 

  Answer : A   .   

✓ India’s commercial capital Mumbai has been included in the World Tree City 2022 list, for the second 

consecutive year, for promoting best practices in urban forestry. 

✓ The United Nations Food & Agriculture Organisation (FAO) and Arbor Day Foundation (ADF) conduct 

the TCW programme 

✓ The Tree Cities of the World (TCW) recognition began in 2019, to recognise efforts of cities globally 

that strive to balance the trees and environment and are included in the TCW list. 

✓ Mumbai was also part of TCW list in 2021, when it shared the honour with Hyderabad. 

✓ Mumbai fulfilled all the five ADF criteria to receive the honour. They were: 

1. determining responsibilities for tree care, 

2. setting rules to govern urban forests and tree management, 

3. maintaining an up-to-date inventory or assessment of local tree assets, 

4. allocating resources for a tree management plan, and 

5. organizing an annual tree festival to educate citizens. 

✓ Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) 

✓ Founded: 16 October 1945 

✓ Headquarters: Rome, Italy 

✓ Director-General: QU Dongyu (China)  

✓ Motto: “Fiat panis” (Let there be bread) 
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Q. What is the amount of loan approved by the World Bank to Odisha increase social protection 

and disaster resilience? 

 A) USD 400 million B) USD 300 million 

 C) USD 200 million D) USD 100 million 

  Answer : D    .   

✓ The World Bank’s Board of Executive Directors has approved USD 100 million loan under Odisha State 

Capability and Resilient Growth Program. 

✓ This loan amount will be used to strengthen state’s early forecasting systems for improved response to 

disasters and enhance social protection coverage for poor and vulnerable households through digital 

platforms. 

✓ The Odisha State Capability and Resilient Growth Program aims to reduce losses caused by natural 

disasters through a multi-hazard digital warning system and strengthen the state’s data collection efforts 

for better resilience planning. 

ODISHA IN NEWS 2022-23 
➢ World Bank’s Board of Executive Directors has approved USD 100 million loan under Odisha 

State Capability and Resilient Growth Program. 

➢ Odisha won the UN-Habitat's World Habitat Awards 2023 for Jaga Mission, a 5T initiative of the 

state. 

➢ Aska police station of Odisha's Ganjam district became the country's number one police station. 

➢ Gangapur police station in Odisha's Ganjam district has been awarded the second best police 

station award. 

➢ Gold Deposits Found at Different Location in Three Districts of Odisha , including Deogarh, 

Keonjhar, and Mayurbhanj. 

➢ Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik announced that the Odisha government aims to make Odisha 

slum-free by the end of 2023. 

➢ Odisha Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik has inaugurated an ‘International Craft Summit’ in Jajpur 

➢ Odisha govt launched Anemia eradication programme ‘AMLAN’ 

➢ Odisha government observed 10th November as ‘Millet Day’ in the state. 
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Q. Who was appointed as the first chief of NASA's ‘Moon to Mars Program’? 

 A) James L. Green B) Karthik Raj 

 C) Natalie Batalha D) Amit Kshatriya 

  Answer : D   .   

✓ Indian-American software and robotics engineer, Amit Kshatriya has been selected by NASA for its new 

'Moon to Mars Program'.  

✓ He will serve as NASA's first office chief with immediate effect.  

✓ The mission aims to carry out the agency's human exploration activities on Moon and Mars.  

✓ Amit started his career in the space program in 2003 and also as a software and robotics engineer. 

➢ Odisha government to provide free 5 Kg rice per month for one year under the State Food Security 

Scheme 

➢ Odisha Government has started working on the Sukapaika River revival plan following a direction 

from the National Green Tribunal (NGT). 

➢ Odisha Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik launched a 24×7 piped drinking water project — ‘Drink 

from Tap’ — in 19 cities of the state. 

➢ Odisha Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik has announced a winter assistance of Rs 146 crore to the 

needy to protect themselves from the coming winter. 

➢ Odisha Govt announces Rs 200 crores relief for drought hit distressed farmers. 

➢ Coal Minister Pralhad Joshi inaugurated the Rs 300 crore Angul-Balram rail line connecting 

Odisha's Talcher Coalfield. 

➢ Dhanu Yatra’ festival, considered to be the world’s largest open-air theatre, began on 27th 

December in the Western Odisha town of Bargarh. 

NASA IN NEWS 2022-23 
➢ NASA is preparing four individuals to live on Mars on June 2023. 

➢ NASA and ISRO have jointly manufactured an earth science satellite named, NISAR 

➢ Indian-American software and robotics engineer, Amit Kshatriya has been selected by NASA for 

its new 'Moon to Mars Program'. 

➢ NASA appoints top solar scientist Nicola Fox as the agency's Science Chief. 
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➢ NASA to launch ‘Mars mission’ on Blue Origin’s New Glenn. 

➢ ISRO-NASA ‘NISAR’ satellite to be launched from India in September. 

➢ NASA’s “all-electric” plane X-57 is soon set to take off, the US space agency.. 

➢ United States space agency NASA has said the country plans to test a spacecraft engine powered 

with nuclear fission by 2027. 

➢ NASA will retire International Space Station in 2031. 

➢ SpaceX Awarded shared NASA contract worth up to $100 million. 

➢ NASA and IBM Partners to Build AI Foundation Models to Advance Climate Science. 

➢ After 30 years in orbit mission, NASA–JAXA Geotail spacecraft have signed off, after the failure 

of the spacecraft’s remaining data recorder. Since its launch on July 24, 1992, Geotail orbited 

Earth. 

➢ SpaceX launched NASA’s Crew-6 mission to orbit en route to the International Space Station. 

➢ NASA’s Dragonfly rotorcraft is scheduled to reach the Selk Crater region on Saturn’s moon Titan 

in the year 2034. 

➢ NASA’s SpaceX Crew-5 Launches to International Space Station. 

➢ NASA’s Artemis 1 moon rocket, formerly known as Exploration Mission-1, returned to the launch 

pad, to take a step closer to a historic lunar mission. 

➢ Artemis 3, which is scheduled to make a moon landing with a crew by 2025. 

➢ Artemis 1, the first of several missions is intended to successfully land astronauts on the moon. 

➢ NASA launches CAPSTONE mission to the moon. 

➢ NASA is set to launch a mission called “DAVINCI Mission”. 

➢ The mission will fly by Venus and explore its harsh atmosphere in 2029. 

➢ NASA’s climate research scientist Cynthia Rosenzweig won World Food Prize 2022. 

➢ NASA launches next-generation GOES-T satellite to track hazardous weather in western United 

States. 

➢ NASA Plans to Retire International Space Station in 2031. 

➢ NASA launches $1 Million Deep Space Food Challenge jointly with Canadian Space Agency. 

➢ Jahnavi Dangeti becomes first Indian to complete prestigious Nasa programme. 

➢ NASA successfully completes deployment of James Webb Space Telescope (JWST). 

➢ NASA's James Webb telescope reaches final stable position, parked 15,00,000 km from Earth. 
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Q. One of the eight Cheetahs, that were relocated from Namibia to Kuno National Park in MP 

in September 2022, has passed away. What was the name of that cheetah? 

 A) Poppy B) Bruno 

 C) Sasha D) Hunter 

  Answer : C    .   

✓ The Cheetah named Sasha, who was part of the first batch of cheetahs flown Namibia into Madhya 

Pradesh’s Kuno National Park (KNP), on September 17, 2022, has passed away. 

✓ Sasha passed away after developing a kidney infection in January 2023.  

✓ She was one of five female cheetahs among 8 cheetahs, flown in from Namibia. 

✓ She was also one of two five-year-old female big cats brought. 

✓ It must be remembered that 8 Namibian cheetahs, including five females and three males were brought 

to the KNP as part of a cheetah reintroduction programme, in September 2022, to revive the species’ 

population in India, where they became extinct more than 70 years ago 

✓ 12 cheetahs from South Africa released at Kuno National Park in Madhya Pradesh on February 2023. 

✓ The first group of 8 Cheetahs were brought from Namibia and were released into the KNP on September 

17, 2022. 

➢ Indian origin Anil Menon is SpaceX’s first flight surgeon. 

➢ NASA’s Parker Solar Probe enters the Sun’s upper atmosphere. 

➢ NASA launches world’s first Double Asteroid Redirection Test (DART) Mission. 

➢ NASA launches Lucy Mission to study the Jupiter Trojan asteroids. 

➢ Nasa is sending two new missions to Venus, which will take place between 2028 and 2030. 

➢ NASA plans to send Rover ‘VIPER’ on Moon in 2023 to search for water, other resources. 

➢ National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) 

➢ Founded : 1958 

➢ Headquarters : Washington, D.C 

➢ Motto : For the Benefit of All 

➢ 14th Administrator : Bill Nelson 
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Q. Who has been appointed as the new President of the BRICS New Development Bank (NDB), 

replacing Marcos Prado Troyjo? 

 A) Ciro Gomes B) Alexandre de Moraes 

 C) Dilma Vana Rousseff D) Eduardo Cunha 

  Answer : C   .   

✓ The Board of BRICS New Development Bank (NDB) has elected former Brazilian President Dilma Vana 

Rousseff as the new President of the Bank with effect from March 24, 2023. 

✓ She replaces Marcos Prado Troyjo, who held the post since 27 May 2020. 

✓ Dilma Rousseff, an economist by profession, served as the 36th President of Federative Republic of 

Brazil for two consecutive terms, between January 2011 to August 2016. 

✓ NDB, also known as BRICS bank, is a multilateral financial institution set up by the five BRICS countries, 

namely Brazil, Russia, India, China, South Africa. 

✓ Egypt has been inducted as the fourth new member of the BRICS New Development Bank(NDB). 

✓ New Development Bank approves UAE, Bangladesh and Uruguay as a new member 

✓ New Development Bank (NDB) 

✓ Founded : 2015 

✓ Headquarters : Shanghai, China 

✓ Membership (9) : Brazil ,Russia, India, China , South Africa, Bangladesh, UAE , Uruguay & Egypt. 

✓ President : Dilma Vana Rousseff ( Brazil ) 

✓ Vice President : Anil Kishora (Indian) 

✓ The initial authorized capital of the bank is $100 bln divided into 1 mln shares having a par value of 

$100,000 each. 

✓ The initial subscribed capital of the NDB is $50 bln divided into paid-in shares ($10 bln) and callable 

shares ($40 bln). 

Q. The National Gallery of Modern Art, New Delhi recently organised “Spring Fiesta” 2023, to 

celebrate how many years of inception of the museum? 

 A) 68 B) 71 

 C) 70 D) 69 

  Answer : D   .   
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✓ The National Gallery of Modern Art, New Delhi has organised a first of its kind “Spring Fiesta” 2023, to 

celebrate 69 years of the museum. 

✓ The fiesta will feature more than 50 stalls for display and sales by enthusiastic participants from different 

walks of life who specialise in items such as handicrafts, ceramics, indigenous art, fashion, and so on. 

✓ The National Gallery of Modern Art is the premier art gallery under Ministry of Culture, Government of 

India. 

✓ The main museum is located at Jaipur House in New Delhi, and is one of the world’s largest modern 

art museums. 

✓ The National Gallery of Modern Art, New Delhi was inaugurated on 29 March 1954, by the then Vice 

President Dr. S Radhakrishnan 

Q. The Pathashree-Rastashree is a flagship project by the government of which state? 

 A) Bihar B) Odisha 

 C) Tripura D) West Bengal 

  Answer : D   .   

✓ West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee inaugurated the flagship project named ‘Pathashree-

Rastashree’ in Singur on March 28, 2023. 

✓ ‘Pathashree-Rastashree’ project aims to strengthen road infrastructure and enhance connectivity to 

villages. 

✓ Under this project 12,000 km of roads will be constructed in 22 districts of the state, using state 

government’s fund. 

✓ Matua mela is being organised in West Bengal. 

Q. Sergio Ermotti has recently been named as the new Group Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of 

which financial institution? 

 A) Morgan Stanley B) Credit Suisse 

 C) UBS D) Goldman Sachs 

  Answer : C   .   

✓ UBS Group AG (UBSG.S) has appointed Sergio Ermotti as new group CEO , following the acquisition 

of Credit Suisse (CSGN.S) by UBS. 

✓ Sergio Ermotti will take up on the new role with effect from April 05, 2023. 
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✓ He will replace Ralph Hamers, who was appointed as the on 1 November in 2020. 

✓ It is for the second time that Ermotti has been roped in as the Group CEO of UBS. 

✓ Earlier, he was the Group Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of UBS Group AG from November 2011 to 

October 2020. 

✓ UBS Group AG is co-headquartered in the cities of Zurich and Base. 

Q. Satwiksairaj Rankireddy and Chirag Shetty recently won gold medal for India in which 

sports event? 

 A) Tennis B) Badminton 

 C) Archery D) Chess 

  Answer : B   .   

✓ India’s top men’s doubles pair of Satwiksairaj Rankireddy and Chirag Shetty beat China’s unseeded 

Ren Xiang Yu and Tan Qiang in the final of the Swiss Open 2023, in Basel on March 26, 2023 

✓ The 2023 Swiss Open is a Super 300 badminton tournament of the BWF World Tour 2023. 

✓ The winners of 2023 Swiss Open are: 

✓ Men’s Single – Koki Watanabe of Japan 

✓ Women’s Single – Pornpawee Chochuwong of Thailand 

✓ Men’s Double – Satwiksairaj Rankireddy and Chirag Shetty of India 

✓ Women’s Double – Rena Miyaura and  Ayako Sakuramoto of Japan 

✓ Mixed Doubles – Jiang Zhenbang and  Wei Yaxin of China 

Q. Which ministry recently organized ‘First International Quantum Communication Conclave’? 

 A) Ministry of Communications 

 B) Ministry of Education 

 C) Ministry of Science & Technology 

 D) Ministry of Road Transport and Highways 

  Answer : A   .   

✓ The ‘First International Quantum Communication Conclave’ was organised by the Department of 

Telecommunications, under Ministry of Communications on 27-28 March 2023 at Vigyan Bhawan, New 

Delhi. 
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✓ The conclave was inaugurated by Union Minister of Communications, Electronics & Information 

Technology and Railways, Shri Ashwini Vaishnaw and Minister of State for Communications Shri 

Devusinh Chauhan 

✓ The International Quantum Communication Conclave was jointly organised by the CDOT, 

Telecommunications Standards Development Society India (TSDSI) and IEEE Communications 

Society – Delhi Chapter. 

✓ Basic objective – opportunity to learn about the latest advancements in quantum communication 

technologies by experts from industries, academia, R&D centres, and government for building a secure 

communication infrastructure. 

✓ As a part of this programme, the Ministers presented the Pandit Deendayal Upadhyaya Telecom Skill 

Excellence Awards – 2022 to various winners. 

✓ This award has been instituted by Department of Telecommunications to encourage telecom ecosystem 

for their outstanding contributions in the areas of telecom skilling, services, manufacturing, applications. 

Q. India’s President Droupadi Murmu virtually inaugurated 50 new branches of UCO Bank on 

March 28, 2023, as a part of the celebration to mark _ years of existence of the bank? 

 A) 80  B) 75 

 C) 100 D) 50 

  Answer : A    .   

✓ Kolkata-based UCO Bank marked the celebration of completion of 80 years of the bank on March 28, 

2023. 

✓ The President of India, Smt Droupadi Murmu graced the celebration virtually and inaugurated 50 new 

branches of UCO Bank. 

✓ President Murmu also laid foundation stone for renovation of Sri Aurobindo Integral Education and 

Research Centre at Rairangpur, Odisha under CSR initiative of UCO Bank. 

✓ About UCO Bank 

✓ UCO Bank was established in 1943, as United Commercial Bank. 

✓ Shri Soma Sankara Prasad is the current MD & CEO of the bank since January 2022. 

✓ Slogan of the bank is “Honours Your Trust“ 

✓ The bank also has two overseas branches in Singapore and Hong Kong. 
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Q. The Ministry of Defence has signed a Rs. 3,000-crore contract with New Space India Limited 

(NSIL), to develop advanced communication satellite for the Indian Army. What will be the 

name of the satellite? 

 A) GSAT 2D B) GSAT 7B 

 C) GSAT 1A D) GSAT 3I 

  Answer : B    .   

✓ The Ministry of Defence has signed a Rs. 3,000-crore contract with New Space India Limited (NSIL), 

on March 29, 2023, for an advanced communication satellite, GSAT 7B, for the Indian Army. 

✓ It must be noted that the Indian Army currently do not have a dedicated satellite of its own.  

✓ However Indian Air Force and Navy have their own top-end communication satellite. 

✓ To meet this need, the Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) will indigenously develop an 

advanced five tonne geostationary satellite, which will provide high throughput services to the Indian 

Army. 

✓ The overall cost of this project is estimated at Rs 2,963 crore. 

✓ The Indian Army is expected to receive the satellite in 2026. 

✓ The satellite will be the first-of-its-kind in the five-tonne category, and will not only support the tactical 

communication needs of ground troops, but also remotely piloted aircraft, air defence weapons, and 

other mission-critical and fire support platforms. 

Q. The state government of Odisha has named a stadium in the name of Bollywood actor Rahul 

Bose, to promote which sports? 

 A) Polo B) Golf 

 C) Hockey D) Rugby 

  Answer : D    .   

✓ Veteran Bollywood actor Rahul Bose inaugurated a rugby stadium in Odisha, named after him, on 

March 28, 2023.. 

✓ It must be noted that Rahul Bose currently serves as the President of the Indian Rugby Football Union 

(Rugby India). 

✓ Rugby India is the governing body for sport of rugby union in India. Its headquarter is situated in 

Mumbai, Maharashtra. 
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✓ Rahul had been rugby player and represented India in 17 internationals rugby matches 

Q. Who has been appointed as the new Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi by the UAE President 

Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan? 

 A) Sheikh Mansour B) Sheikh Mohammed 

 C) Sheikh Khaled  D) Sheikh Maktoum 

  Answer : C    .   

✓ United Arab Emirates (UAE) President Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan has appointed his 

eldest son Sheikh Khaled bin Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan as Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi. 

✓ Apart from this, Sheikh Mansour has been appointed as UAE vice president. He is the brother of 

President Sheikh Mohammed. 

✓ Sheikh Mansour will serve as VP along with Dubai ruler Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum 

Q. Which day is observed as the International Transgender Day of Visibility (TDOV) all over the 

world? 

 A) March 28 B) March 29 

 C) March 30 D) March 31 

  Answer : D    .   

✓ The International Transgender Day of Visibility (TDOV) occurs annually on March 31 to raise awareness 

of discrimination faced by transgender people worldwide, while also celebrating their contributions to 

society. 

✓ The day was founded by US-based transgender activist Rachel Crandall of Michigan in 2009. 

Q. Which day has been designated as the World Backup Day? 

 A) March 31 B) March 28 

 C) March 30 D) March 29 

  Answer : A    .   

✓ World Backup Day is marked every year on March 31. 

✓ The day reminds us to protect our precious digital documents as we’ve become more reliant on 

technology. 

✓ It is a day for people to learn about the increasing role of data in our lives and the importance of regular 

backups. 
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✓ Originally, the World Backup Day began as World Backup Month, by a hard drive company named 

Maxtor which was later acquired by Seagate Technology. 

Q. The International Day of Drug Checking is commemorated every year on which day? 

 A) March 30 B) March 27 

 C) March 31 D) March 26 

  Answer : C    .   

✓ The International Day of Drug Checking takes place on March 31 every year since 2017 to ensure 

people are educated on drugs and aware of their effects. 

✓ The day aims to promote harm reduction initiatives of drugs and reduce drug-related risks 
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