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Q.1. According to the Henley Passport Index 2023, Which country passport becomes the world's most 

powerful passport? 

 A) Germany B) Austria 

 C) Singapore D) United Kingdom 

  Answer : C   .   

✓ Singapore on top and India at 80th position in Henley Passport Index 2023. 

✓ Singapore has topped the Henley Passport Index 2023, becoming the most powerful passport in the world. 

✓ Singapore passport holders are granted visa-free access to an impressive 192 out of 227 global travel 

destinations. 

✓ Three European countries, namely Germany, Italy and Spain, now rank second in the index. Their passports 

provide visa-free access to 190 destinations. 

✓ Japan, which held the top position for the last five years, is now ranked third in the index. Apart from this, 

Austria, Finland, France, Japan, South Korea, Luxembourg, and Sweden are also in third place, their 

passport holders can travel to 189 destinations without visa. 

Q.2. What is the rank of Indian passport as per Henley Passport Index 2023? 

 A) 80th B) 81st 

 C) 82nd D) 83rd 

  Answer : A    .   

✓ India's rank in Henley Passport Index 

✓ India has shown remarkable progress on the Henley Passport Index, improving its ranking by 5 places as 

compared to the previous year. 

✓ India is currently ranked 80th along with Togo and Senegal. 

✓ Indian passport holders now enjoy visa-free access to 57 countries, reflecting the country's enhanced global 

travel privileges. 

✓ Pakistan ranks 100th on the Henley Passport Index and its passport gives holders visa-free access to 33 

destinations. 

Aparchit 20 July English Super Current Affairs MCQ with Facts 2023 

By Aparchit Exam Warriors/Kumar Kaushal Sir 
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✓ About Henley Passport Index 

✓ Introduced by Dr. Christian H. Kaelin, President of Henley & Partners, almost 20 years ago. 

✓ It calculates passport rankings based on exclusive and official data from the International Air Transport 

Association (IATA). 

✓ The index considers the number of destinations that passport holders can travel to without prior visas. 

✓ The methodology used by the Henley Passport Index differs from other passport rankings, such as those 

published by financial advisors Arton Capital. 

✓ The index relies entirely on data from the International Air Transport Association to determine its rankings. 

✓ DON'T CONFUSED  

✓ Singapore has world’s most powerful passport in 2023; India ranks 80th: Henley Passport Index. 

✓ India’s Rank drop by 6 positions at 144 in The Passport Index 2023 by Arton Capital : UAE top 

Q.3. Which Indian Grandmaster won the Super GM Chess tournament in Hungary? 

 A) Nihal Sarin B) Adhiban Bhaskaran 

 C) Parimarjan Negi D) R. praggnananda 

  Answer : D   .   

✓ Young Indian Grandmaster R. Praggnanandhaa has won the title of V Geza Hetenyi Memorial Super GM 

Chess Tournament 2023 in Hungary.  

✓ 17-year-old Praggnanandha scored 6.5 points to finish first in the 10-player event.  

✓ He remained one point ahead of M Amin Tabatabei (Iran) and Sanan Sajugirov of Russia in this 

tournament. 

CHESS GRANDMASTER IN NEWS 2023 
➢ Indian Grandmaster R. Praggnanandhaa has won the title of V Geza Hetenyi Memorial Super GM 

Chess Tournament 2023 . 

➢ Magnus Carlsen (Norway) won the 2023 Superbet Rapid & Blitz Poland 

➢ Telangana’s Vuppala Prraneeth became India’s 82nd Grandmaster. 

➢ Ding Liren has become 17th world chess champion – the first from China – defeating Russia's Ian 

Nepomniachtchi in a tie-breaker. 

➢ Global Chess League (GCL) announced Dubai as the inaugural edition of the world's largest and first 

franchise-based chess league.The league is a joint venture between FIDE and Tech Mahindra. 

http://www.aparchitexamwarriors.com/
https://t.me/joinchat/AAAAAE8dn2HB6sDtwXmGFg
https://m.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=114372970613721&substory_index=0&id=103828281668190
https://www.instagram.com/aparchitexamwarriors/
https://imojo.in/1a0kyas


 

Follow us: Official Site, Telegram, Facebook, Instagram, Instamojo      11 

 

 

Q.4. Who has been appointed as the 25th Director General of the Indian Coast Guard? 

 A) Ajay Sinha  B) Rannvijay Singh  

 C) Mahesh Sharma  D) Rakesh Pal 

  Answer : D   .   

✓ Rakesh Pal has been appointed as the 25th Director General of the Indian Coast Guard (ICG).  

✓ He has the distinction of being the first gunner of ICG. 

✓ Shri Pal is an alumnus of the Indian Naval Academy and had joined the Indian Coast Guard in January 

1989. 

✓ Mr. Pal has done Electro-Optics Fire Control Solution courses from the United Kingdom. 

✓ Rakesh Pal has served the nation in various capacities in his illustrious career spanning over 34 years.  

✓ Prominent among them are the post of Commander Coast Guard Region (North West), Gandhinagar, 

Deputy Director General (Policy and Plans), and Additional Director General, Coast Guard at Coast Guard 

Headquarters in New Delhi. 

✓ Shri Pal was awarded the Tatrakshak Medal in 2013 and President Tatrakshak Medal in 2018 for his 

distinguished service 

✓ Indian Coast Guard (ICG)   

✓ Founded : 1977 

✓ Headquarters : New Delhi 

✓ 24th Director General : Virender Singh Pathania 

✓ 25th Director General : Rakesh Pal 

➢ Ding Liren became China's first world chess champion after defeating Russia's Ian Nepomniachtchi 

in a tie-breaker. 

➢ Sayantan Das from West Bengal has become India's 81st Chess Grandmaster. 

➢ Vignesh NR became the 80th Grandmaster of the country. 

➢ Dutch player Anish Giri, five times the runner-up in Wijk aan Zee, has won Tata Steel Masters 2023. 

➢ Indian Grandmaster D Gukesh Wins Title At World Chess Armageddon Asia And Oceania Event. 

➢ 16-year-old from Tamilnadu, M Pranesh became India's 79th chess grandmaster . 

➢ Kolkata-based chess player, Koustav Chatterjee became India’s 78th Grandmaster. 
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Q.5. Who has been appointed as the new MD & CEO of SBI Capital Markets Limited? 

 A) Ravi Tyagi  B) Ajay Kumar Sinha  

 C) Vijay Shekhar Sharma  D) Vinay Mohanty 

  Answer : B   .   

✓ Ajay Kumar Sinha has been appointed as the Managing Director and Chief Executive Officer of SBI Capital 

Markets Limited (SBICAPS).  

✓ SBI Capital Markets Limited is a wholly owned subsidiary and investment banking company of State Bank 

of India (SBI).  

✓ Sinha has replaced Amitav Chatterjee 

NEWLY MD & CEO IN NEWS 2023. 
➢ Ajay Kumar Sinha has been appointed as the MD & CEO of SBI Capital Markets 

➢ Ashwani Kumar is new MD & CEO of UCO Bank. 

➢ Karnataka Bank Appoints Srikrishnan Harihara Sarma as MD & CEO. 

➢ Rajneesh Karnatak Named As New MD and Chairman Of Bank Of India. 

➢ Debadatta Chand named as new Managing Director of Bank of Baroda. 

➢ Sekhar Rao appointed as interim MD and CEO of Karnataka Bank. 

➢ Manmeet K Nanda appointed as MD & CEO of Invest India. 

➢ Ajay Kumar Srivastava has been elevated as Managing Director and CEO of Indian Overseas Bank. 

➢ Tata Power approves re-appointment of Praveer Sinha as CEO and MD. 

➢ Mahindra Finance Appointed Raul Rebello as MD and CEO-Designate. 

➢ Tech Mahindra named former Infosys President Mohit Joshi as MD and CEO. 

➢ K Satyanarayana Raju named as new MD and CEO of Canara Bank. 

➢ Ashwani Kumar name as MD and CEO of UCO Bank. 

➢ Pankaj Gupta named as MD and CEO of Pramerica Life Insurance. 

➢ Arnab Banerjee named as MD & CEO of CEAT tyre. 

➢ Pranav Haridasan to be new MD and CEO of Axis Securities. 

➢ B Gopkumar named as Axis Mutual Fund’s MD and CEO. 

➢ Anup Bagchi, MD & CEO, ICICI Prudential Life. 

➢ K Krithivasan Appointed CEO Designate of Tata Consultancy Services (TCS). 
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Q.6. Who has been appointed as the Managing Director & CEO of Invest India? 

 A) Nivruti Rai B) Chanda Kochhar 

 C) Naina Lal Kidwai D) Arundhati Bhattacharya 

  Answer : A   .   

✓ Nivriti Rai appointed as Managing Director and CEO of Invest India. 

✓ Renowned global business and technology expert Nivriti Rai has been appointed as the Managing Director 

and CEO of Invest India. 

✓ Ms Rai takes over from Manmeet K Nanda, Joint Secretary, Department for Promotion of Industry and 

Internal Trade (DPIIT), who assumed the additional charge of MD & CEO in the interim in March 2023. 

✓ Ms. Rai joins Invest India after an illustrious 29 years of service as a global business and technology veteran 

at Intel. 

✓ INVEST INDIA: 

✓ India's National Investment Promotion and Facilitation Agency. 

✓ Established: 2009 (Carried out as a non-profit enterprise under the Department for Promotion of Industry 

and Internal Trade, Ministry of Commerce and Industry). 

✓ Invest India focuses on sector-specific investor targeting and developing new partnerships to enable 

sustainable investment in India 

Q.7. Reserve Bank of India has canceled the license of which co-operative bank? 

 A) Abhyudaya Co-operative Bank  B) United India Co-operative Bank  

 C) Bharat Co-operative Bank  D) Janta Sahakari Bank Limited 

  Answer : B   .   

✓ The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has canceled the license of United India Co-operative Bank, a bank in 

Uttar Pradesh. RBI said that this bank has failed to comply with the relevant sections of the Banking 

Regulation Act, 1949. 

✓ Customers can withdraw up to Rs 5,00,000 from the Deposit and Credit Guarantee Corporation (DIGCS) 

under depositor rules. 

➢ Surinder Chawla appointed as MD & CEO of Paytm Payments Bank. 

➢ Rohit Jawa has been appointed as the new CEO and MD of Hindustan Unilever Ltd. 
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Q.8. Who has been elected as the new Deputy Chairman of Rajya Sabha? 

 A) Smriti Irani  B) Kuldeep Singh  

 C) Abhishek Awasthi  D) S Phangnon Konyak 

  Answer : D   .   

✓ S Phangnon Konyak, the lone MP from Nagaland in the Upper House of Indian Parliament, has been 

nominated as a Deputy Chairman of the Rajya Sabha.  

✓ Under the Rules of Procedure and Conduct of Business in Rajya Sabha, Rajya Sabha Chairman Jagdeep 

Dhankhar nominated Phangnon to the panel of Deputy Chairmen.  

✓ Phangnon is a resident of Oting village in Mon district of Nagaland 

Q.9. Which State government has signed a MoU with London-Based 'OneWeb Company' to set up a 

'Satellite Network Portal Site'? 

 A) Karnataka B) Madhya Pradesh 

 C) Gujarat D) Maharashtra 

  Answer : C    .   

RBI CANCELED LICENSE IN NEWS 2023 
➢ Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has canceled the license of United India Co-operative Bank, a bank in 

Uttar Pradesh. 

➢ RBI Cancels Certificate of Registration of 7 NBFCs and Surrender Permits of 14 NBFCs. 

➢ RBI Cancels Registration of Four NBFCs, 11 Surrender Certificates. 

➢ RBI Grants Non-Banking Institution License to Mahalaxmi Cooperative Bank in Dharwad, 

Karnataka , Cancels Banking Permit. 

➢ Equitas Holdings Ltd, a prominent non-banking financial company (NBFC) in India, has voluntarily 

surrendered its NBFC licence to the Reserve Bank of India (RBI). 

➢ RBI cancelled the registration of Pune-based Kudos Finance and Investments and Mumbai-

based Credit Gate for regulatory lapses in lending practices. 

➢ Reserve Bank of India (RBI) due to insufficient capital and earning potential revoked the licence of 

Madhya Pradesh’s Garha Co-operative Bank, Guna. 
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✓ Gujarat signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) on 19th July 2023 here between London-based 

company "OneWeb" and the Gujarat Government’s Science and Technology Department regarding the 

establishment of a ‘Satellite Network Portal Site’. 

✓ It will offer affordable connectivity to the sectors including the government and offer continuous and secure 

satellite internet access at affordable rates nationwide. 

✓ According to a note shared by the State government, OneWeb will establish one of the two private ‘satellite 

network portal sites’ in Mehsana district of Gujarat. 

✓ This satellite network portal site, to be initiated in Jotana taluka of Mehsana district, will provide high-speed, 

low-latency, and affordable connectivity to the government, businesses, consumers, schools, and more. 

✓ The satellite network portal to be established in Katosan and Tejpura in Jotana taluka of Gujarat is scheduled 

to launch in 2023, with an estimated cost of over Rs. 100 crores for its Phase-1. It is also expected to create 

approximately 500 direct and indirect employment opportunities in the state. 

GUJARAT IN NEWS 2023 
➢ London-based company OneWeb and the Gujarat Government’s Science and Technology 

Department have signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) today for the establishment of a 

‘Satellite Network Portal Site’ in Gujarat. 

➢ Union Home and Cooperation Minister Amit Shah organized a virtual ceremony to lay the foundation 

stone of the country's first cooperative-run Sainik School. 

➢ Sarbananda Sonowal inaugurated the best tourism facilities in the historical lighthouses of Gujarat. 

➢ Under the Sagarmala programme, the Ministry of Ports, Shipping and Waterways is developing a 

National Maritime Heritage Complex, a world-class facility at Lothal, Gujarat. 

➢ Gujarat government signs MoU with US chip maker firm Micron Technology for semiconductor 

assembly and testing facility in Ahmedabad. 

➢ Indian cabinet has given its approval to Micron Technology’s plan to invest $2.7 billion in setting up 

a semiconductor testing and packaging unit in Gujarat. 

➢ Urban-20 City Sherpas’ meet begins at Ahmedabad in Gujarat. 

➢ India’s largest power company NTPC Ltd has commissioned India’s first green hydrogen blending 

project at Kawas, Gujarat. 

➢ BJP leader Bhupendra Patel took oath as the Chief Minister of Gujarat for a second straight term. 
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Q.10. Which union minister has inaugurated the Global Food Regulators Summit 2023? 

 A) Rajnath Singh  B) Anurag Thakur  

 C) Mansukh Mandaviya  D) Smriti Irani 

  Answer : C    .   

✓ Health Minister Mansukh Mandaviya inaugurated the Global Food Regulators Summit 2023 in New Delhi.  

✓ On this occasion, he has called for creating a global platform for food security.  

✓ Union Agriculture Minister Narendra Singh Tomar also participated in this two-day conference.  

✓ This summit is being organized by the Food Safety and Standards Authority of India 

Q.11. India has donated ____ million to the United Nations to support the promotion of the Hindi language. 

 A) $0.5 million B) $1 million 

 C) $1.7 million D) $2.5 million 

  Answer : B    .   

✓ India has donated $1 million to the UN for the promotion of Hindi.  

✓ India’s Commitment to Promote Hindi at the UN: 

➢ Madhvendra Singh has been appointed as the first Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of Gujarat Maritime 

Cluster by Gujarat Ports Infrastructure Company Limited. 

➢ First G20 Tourism Working Group meeting at Dhordo in Kutch region of Gujarat. 

➢ Former Gujarat governor and veteran Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) leader Om Prakash Kohli passed 

away. 

➢ Gujarat Day is celebrated on May 1 every year. The state was established on May 1, 1960. 

➢ Chief Minister Bhupendra Patel has declared the last week of April as “Swagat Saptah” in 

commemoration of the completion of 20 years of the “State Wide Attention on Grievances by 

Application of Technology” (SWAGAT) initiative. 

➢ Deakin University of Australia to set up campus in GIFT city. 

➢ Two Australian Universities Wollongong and Deakin to set up Campuses in Gujarat’s GIFT City. 

➢ The Youth 20 India Summit will be held at the Maharaja Sayajirao University Vadodara in Gujarat. 

➢ International Kite Festival 2023 begins in Ahmedabad, Gujarat. 
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✓ India’s Permanent Representative Ruchira Kamboj, who gave her the cheque last Friday, said in a statement 

that New Delhi “will continue to promote the use of the Hindi language in the United Nations”. 

✓ She highlighted the efforts of the United Nations to mainstream and consolidate news and multimedia 

content in Hindi language have been appreciated in India and in countries where a Hindi-speaking 

population resides. 

✓ Hindi was introduced in the UN by former Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee who became in 1977 the 

first Indian official when he was the external affairs minister to speak at the UN in the language 

Q.12. Which Company has bagged orders worth Rs 800 crore from the Indian Army? 

 A) Tata Motors B) BharatBenz 

 C) Ashok Leyland D) Mahindra & Mahindra 

  Answer : C    .   

✓ Mumbai, Commercial vehicle maker Ashok Leyland on has bagged orders worth Rs 800 crore from the 

Indian Army. 

✓ The contracts awarded also include the procurement of the Field Artillery Tractor (FAT 4x4) and the Gun 

Towing Vehicle (GTV 6x6), Ashok Leyland said in a statement. 

Q.13. Which Company joined hands with TSSC launch 5G skill development centre in Gujarat? 

 A) Nokia B) Apple 

 C) Sony D) Samsung 

  Answer : A    .   

✓ Nokia announced an expansion of its corporate social responsibility (CSR) to the state of Gujarat with the 

establishment of a Nokia Centre of Excellence (CoE) in Skill Development in collaboration with Telecom 

Sector Skill Council (TSSC) and Kaushalya- TheSkill University, Ahmedabad, Gujarat. 

✓ NOKIA 

✓ Founded : 1865 

✓ Founders : Fredrik Idestam, Leo Mechelin & Eduard Polón 

✓ Headquarters : Espoo, Finland 

✓ Chairmam : Sari Baldauf  

✓ President & CEO : Pekka Lundmark 
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Q.14. Which Company in collaboration with Max Life Insurance Co. Ltd launched an innovation and 

development centre in Chennai? 

 A) Infosys B) Tech Mahindra 

 C) Tata Consultancy Services D) Cognizant Technology Solutions 

  Answer : D    .   

✓ Cognizant Technology Solutions along with Max Life Insurance has launched an innovation and 

development center in Chennai. 

✓ The facility will bring together teams from both companies to accelerate Max Life’s digital transformation 

efforts.  

✓ The companies did not disclose investment in the new centre and the number and nature of staff it would 

house. 

Q.15. Which Indian Building Surpasses Pentagon To Become World's Largest Office? 

 A) Mumbai Diamond Bourse B) Surat Diamond Bourse 

 C) Delhi Diamond Bourse D) Bengaluru Diamond Bourse 

  Answer : B    .   

✓ A building in India’s diamond city of Surat has surpassed The Pentagon to become the world’s largest office. 

Surat in Gujarat state is known as the world’s diamond capital, where 90 per cent of the precious stones are 

cut. 

✓ It will now house the world’s largest office building, the Surat Diamond Bourse, dedicated to the gemstone 

industry. 

✓ The 15-storey building has more than 7.1 million square feet of floor space, outdoing The Pentagon, the 

headquarters of the US defence department in Arlington Co, Virginia, which has 6.5 million sq ft. 

✓ It is 81.9 metres tall and cost 32 billion rupees ($38 million) to build. 

✓ The Diamond Bourse was designed by Delhi-based Morphogenesis and is based on the concept of 

Panchtatva, the five elements of nature – water, fire, air, earth and sky. 

Q.16. The International Chess Day is marked every year on which day? 

 A) 17 July B) 19 July 

 C) 20 July D) 16 July 
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  Answer : C    .   

✓ The International Chess Day is celebrated annually on July 20, since 1966, to celebrate one of the most 

ancient and most popular games in history that promotes fairness, equality, mutual respect and 

understanding among nations. 

✓ It was on this day that the International Chess Federation (FIDE) was founded, in 1924. 

✓ The idea to celebrate the day as the international chess day was proposed by UNESCO 

Q.17. On which day of the year is Science Exploration Day observed? 

 A) 17 July B) 18 July 

 C) 20 July D) 19 July 

  Answer : C    .   

✓ The Science Exploration Day (also called Moon Day) is marked every year on 20 July. 

✓ It was on this day in 1969 that Neil Armstrong and Edwin ‘Buzz’ Aldrin became the first humans to land 

on the Moon’s surface. 

✓ Neil Armstrong was the first man to set foot on the moon’s surface. 

✓ The Armstrong- Aldrin duo spent 21.5 hours on the surface of the moon out of which they spent 2.5 hours 

outside of their capsules. 

✓ To commemorate their achievement, the day was declared a holiday in 1984 by the then President of the 

United States, Ronald Reagan 

 

 

Q.1. The first Public Credit Registry (PCR) was established in which country? 

 A) USA B) Japan 

 C) China D) Germany 

  Answer : D   .     

Q.2. What is the full form of ARC? 

 A) Amortized Reconstruction Company B) Asset Reconstruction Company 

 C) Amortized Revalued Company D) Asset Revaluation Company 

  Answer : B    . 

 

STATIC GK Based Current Affairs MCQs 20 July 2023 
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Q.3. In which year was National Centre for Financial Education (NCFE) set up? 

 A) 2012 B) 2013 

 C) 2014 D) 2015 

  Answer : B   .   

Q.4. Which of the following is not a promoter of National Centre for Financial Education (NCFE)? 

 A) RBI B) SEBI 

 C) IRDAI D) SIDBI 

  Answer : D    .   

✓ National Centre for Financial Education (NCFE) is a Section 8 (Not for Profit) Company promoted by 

Reserve Bank of India (RBI), Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI), Insurance Regulatory 

and Development Authority of India (IRDAI) and Pension Fund Regulatory and Development Authority 

(PFRDA). 

Q.5. _ are networks of issuing and acquiring banks through which payment cards of certain brand are 

processed. 

 A) Card Network B) Payment Network 

 C) NACH D) SWIFT 

  Answer : A   .   

Q.6. ___ is the rate charged to a merchant for payment processing services on debit / credit card 

transactions. 

 A) ADR B) MDR 

 C) NDR D) FDR 

  Answer : B   .   

Q.7. Government Departments have to make ___ of their procurement from MSEs. 

 A) 25% 

 B) 10% 

 C) 50% 

 D) 75% 

  Answer : A   . 
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Q.8. __ is the apex body responsible for the development of the MSME sector. 

 A) SEBI B) RBI 

 C) SIDBI D) NABARD 

  Answer : C   .  

Q.9. Which of the following is the settlement entity for TReDS? 

 A) SEBI 

 B) SIDBI 

 C) RBI 

 D) NPCI 

  Answer : D   . 

Q.10. In India, MSMEs are defined based on _____ in Plant and Machinery / equipment. 

 A) investment B) division 

 C) limitations D) diversification 

  Answer : A   . 
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