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Q.1. REC Limited has signed an MoU with which bank for co-financing loans worth ₹55,000 crore for 

projects in the sectors of power as well as infrastructure and logistics in the next three years? 

 A) State Bank of India B) Kotak Mahindra Bank 

 C) Punjab National Bank D) Indian Overseas Bank 

  Answer : C   .   

✓ REC Limited and Punjab National Bank have signed an MoU to explore funding possibilities in the Power 

Infrastructure and logistics sectors. 

✓ The consortium arrangement will co-finance loans worth Rs 55,000 crores over the next three years. 

✓ REC, which essentially lends to the power sector, has been authorized by the Power Ministry to also lend 

to the infrastructure sector. Its loan book has exceeded ₹4,54,393 crore. 

✓ About REC Limited 

✓ It is an NBFC focusing on Power Sector Financing and Development across India.  

✓ Established in 1969, REC Limited has completed fifty years in its field of operations 

✓ REC Limited, formerly Rural Electrification Corporation Limited 

✓ Founded : 1969 

✓ Headquarters : New Delhi 

✓ CMD : Vivek Kumar Dewangan. 

✓ REC Ltd has become the 12th company to attain the Maharatna status. 

PNB IN NEWS 2023 
➢ REC limited With Punjab National Bank To Lend Up To ₹55,000 Crore To Power, Infra Projects. 

➢ Punjab National Bank (PNB) has become the first public sector bank to facilitate effortless credit 

availability for Micro, Small, and Medium Enterprises (MSMEs) via GST invoices. 

➢ Punjab National Bank (PNB) has announced the launch of PNB Metaverse, a virtual branch that offers 

a unique banking experience. 

Aparchit 1&2 Octobe English Super Current Affairs MCQ with Facts 2023 

By Aparchit Exam Warriors/Kumar Kaushal Sir 
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Q.2. Which of the following has introduced a new provision called 'Special Category' in the FOSCOS 

portal? 

 A) FICCI B) NPCI 

 C) SIDBI D) FSSAI 

  Answer : D    .   

✓ FSSAI introduces 'special category' provision to promote gender equality in food industry. 

✓ Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) introduced a new provision called 'Special Category' 

in the FOSCOS portal. 

✓ This provision aims to promote gender equality and equal opportunities for women and transgender 

entrepreneurs in the food business sector. 

✓ Under this provision, licensing and registration authorities will give priority to 'special category' applications. 

✓ Priority will be maintained in such a way that a one-to-one ratio is maintained between 'Special Category' 

applications and regular applications, unless there are no pending applications in any category. 

➢ Punjab National Bank (PNB) has announced the launch of UPI 123PAY, an IVR-based UPI solution. 

This offering is in line with the Digital Payment Vision 2025, aiming to propel India towards a cashless 

and cardless society. 

➢ Punjab National Bank, nation’s public sector bank and Central Warehousing Corporation have signed 

a Memorandum of Understanding to facilitate financing under e-NWR (Electronic Negotiable 

Warehousing Receipt). 

➢ About Punjab National Bank (PNB). 

➢ It is an Indian public sector bank based in New Delhi and it is the third largest public sector bank in 

India. 

➢ PNB has a banking subsidiary in the UK as well as branches in Dubai, Kabul, Kowloon and Hong 

Kong. 

➢ Established - May 1894 

➢ Founder - Dayal Singh Majithia, Lala Lajpat Rai 

➢ Tagline - "The Name You Can Bank Upon" 

➢ MD & CEO -  Atul Kumar Goel 

➢ Punjab National Bank Merge – (Oriental Bank of Commerce & United Bank of India) 
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✓ Persons belonging to 'Special Category' will be identified through Aadhaar/PAN (Permanent Account 

Number) authentication during the application submission process. 

✓ About FOSCOS (Food Safety Compliance System): 

✓ FOSCOS was introduced by FSSAI in 2020 as an upgraded version of the Food Licensing and Registration 

System (FLRS), which was initially launched in 2012. 

✓ It serves the purpose of issuing all India FSSAI licenses and registrations. 

✓ FOSCOS is a cloud-based online platform designed to provide various services to food business operators 

(FBOs), including licensing, registration and regulatory compliance. 

FSSAI IN NEWS 2023 
➢ Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) introduced a new provision called 'Special 

Category' in the FOSCOS portal. 

➢ FSSAI has recently recognized the Mithun as a ‘food animal,’ opening doors for its commercial use 

found in Arunachal Pradesh. 

➢ Defence ministry, FSSAI to promote use of millets, healthy eating habits among armed forces. 

➢ Guwahati Railway Station of the Northeast Frontier Railway has been awarded the 'Eat Right Station' 

certification by FSSAI, for providing high-quality, nutritious food to passengers. 

➢ Union Minister for Health and Family Welfare, Dr Mansukh Mandaviya has inaugurated the state-

of-the-art National Training Centre for Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) at 

Ghaziabad, Uttar Pradesh. 

➢ Varanasi Cantt Railway Station of the Indian Railways has been awarded the 5-Star 'Eat Right Station' 

certification for providing high quality nutritious food to the passengers. 

➢ The Food Safety and Standard Authority of India (FSSAI) has awarded the food provided by the 

Bulandshahr prison of Uttar Pradesh a five-star rating and the tag 'Eat Right Campus'. Bulandshahr 

Jail is the second prison after Farrukhabad jail to get this tag from Uttar Pradesh.. 

➢ G Kamala Vardhana Rao was appointed the chief executive officer (CEO) of the Food Safety & 

Standards Authority of India (FSSAI). 

➢ FSSAI has been established under the Food Safety and Standards Act, 2006, which is a consolidating 

statue related to food safety and regulation in India. 

➢ Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) 

➢ Founded : 2008 
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Q.3. Who has won SASTRA Ramanujan Prize 2023? 

 A) Peter Sarnak B) Ian Stewart 

 C) Yunqing Tang D) Ruixiang Zhang 

  Answer : D   .   

✓ Ruixiang Zhang, Assistant Professor, University of California, Berkeley, USA will be awarded with the 2023 

SASTRA Ramanujan Prize for his outstanding contributions in mathematics 

✓ About Sastra Ramanujan Prize: 

✓ The prize was instituted in the year 2005. 

✓ It is awarded every year by the SASTRA University on its campus near Kumbakonam in Tamil Nadu, on 

Ramanujan’s birth anniversary, December 22. 

✓ The prize is conferred annually to mathematicians from across the world who is less than 32 years of age, 

working in an area influenced by the Srinivasa Ramanujan. 

✓ The age limit is 32 years to commemorate the fact that Ramanujan accomplished a phenomenal body of 

work in this short span. 

✓ Cash prize: It carries a citation and an award of $10,000. 

✓ Contribution of Ruixiang Zhang 

✓ He is a young mathematician whose fundamental work spans from analytic number theory, combinatorics, 

and Euclidean Harmonic Analysis to geometry. 

✓ Building on his Princeton PhD thesis, Zhang in collaboration with Shaoming Guo proved a multivariable 

generalisation of the main conjecture in Vinogradov’s Mean Value Theorem. 

➢ Headquarters : New Delhi  

➢ Chairperson : Rajesh Bhusan 

➢ CEO : G Kamala Vardhana Rao 

AWARDS AND HONOURS IN NEWS 2023 
➢ Shri Shaktikanta Das, Governor of the Reserve Bank of India, has earned an “A+” grade in the Global 

Finance Central Banker Report Cards 2023. 

➢ Surgical oncologist Padma Shri Dr R. Ravi Kannan, Director of the Cachar Cancer Hospital and 

Research Centre (CCHRC) in Assam, received the prestigious Ramon Magsaysay Award for 2023. 
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➢ Indore Ranks first in Swachh Vayu Sarvekshan 2023, followed by Agra and Thane. 

➢ Wildlife photographer Jack Zhi has been named as the overall winner for the Bird Photographer of 

the Year 2023, for his image titled “Grab the Bull by the Horns”. 

➢ Actress Waheeda Rehman selected for Dadasaheb Phalke Lifetime Achievement Award 2021. 

➢ Odia scientist Swati Nayak selected as the recipient of the Borlaug Field Award 2023. 

➢ RITES Limited awarded with Safety Innovation Award 2023. 

➢ SVAMITVA Yojana of Ministry of Panchayati Raj gets National Award for e-Governance 2023. 

➢ PM Modi becomes the first Indian Prime Minister to receive the Grand Cross of the Order of Honor 

from Greece. 

➢ NTPC has been honoured with the prestigious Economic Times (ET) HR World Future Skills Awards 

2023. 

➢ Indian company Adani Transmission Limited (ATL) has been awarded the 'Golden Peacock 

Environment Management Award' by the 'Institute of Directors' in the 'Power Transmission Sector. 

➢ Prime Minister Narendra Modi was awarded the highest French award 'Grand Cross of the Legion of 

Honour' by the President of the Republic of France, Emmanuel Macron. 

➢ Noted film director Shekhar Kapur has been presented with the British National Award for Best 

Director for 'What's Love Got To Do With It'. 

➢ British writer Michael Rosen honored with Pen Pinter Prize, 2023. 

➢ Prime Minister Narendra Modi was awarded the 'Order of the Nile,' Egypt's highest honor, by 

President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi. 

➢ International Olympic Committee (IOC) awarded the Olympic Order to Dr. Tedros Ghebreyesus, 

Director General of the World Health Organization (WHO). 

➢ Salman Rushdie wins German Book Trade 2023 Peace Prize. 

➢ Arundhati Roy received the 45th European Essay Prize for Lifetime Achievement and the award is 

presented by the Charles Whelan Foundation. 

➢ Arundhati Roy's book of essays, 'Azadi' (2021), especially the French translation, received acclaim. 

➢ Gita Press, Gorakhpur, will be awarded the Gandhi Peace Prize for 2021 in recognition of its 

exceptional contribution to social, economic, and political transformation through non-violent and 

Gandhian methods. 
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➢ NTPC Barauni has achieved a significant milestone by securing the first rank in the Best Industry 

Category at the 4th National Water Awards. 

➢ Madhya Pradesh received the first prize in the best State category, while the best district award went 

to Ganjam District in Odisha. 

➢ Reserve Bank of India (RBI) Governor Shaktikanta Das was named 'Governor of the Year' at the 

Central Banking Awards in London. 

➢ Five buildings and structures from Telangana have been selected to receive the 'International Green 

Apple Awards for Beautiful Buildings' in the Urban and Real Estate Sector category. 

➢ Paterson Joseph has been awarded the prestigious RSL Christopher Bland Prize 2023 for his debut 

novel 'The Secret Diaries of Charles Ignatius Sancho'. 

➢ The documentary titled 'When Climate Change Turns Violent' has bagged the special award in the 

'Health for All' category at the 4th annual Health for All Film Festival held at the World Health 

Organization Headquarters in Geneva. 

➢ This documentary has been directed by Vandita Saharia from Rajasthan. 

➢ Suriname awarded President Draupadi Murmu its highest civilian honour, the Grand Order of the 

Chain of Yellow Star. 

➢ Goan writer Damodar Maujo has been honoured with the 57th Jnanpith Award, India's highest 

literary honour. 

➢ Bulgarian author Georgi Gospodinov won the 2023 International Booker Prize for his novel "Time 

Shelter". 

➢ The novel was translated into English by Angela Rodel. 

➢ PM Modi was awarded "The Companion of the Order of Fiji" by his Fijian counterpart Sitweni 

Rabuka. 

➢ Papua New Guinea conferred its highest civilian honour, Grand Companion of the Order of Loghu 

(GCL) on PM Modi for his efforts towards unity of the Pacific island nation. 

➢ Maria Stepanova, a Russian author currently living in Berlin, has won the prestigious Leipzig Book 

Prize for European Understanding in 2023. 

➢ Dalai Lama personally received the 1959 Ramon Magsaysay Award from members of the Ramon 

Magsaysay Award Foundation at his residence. 
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Q.4. Who has launched Artificial Intelligence (AI) driven Grievance Monitoring System, IGMS 2.0 Public 

Grievance portal and Automated Analysis in TREE Dashboard portal of the Department of 

Administrative Reforms and Public Grievances (DARPG)? 

 A) Draupadi Murmu B) Narendra Modi 

 C) Amit Shah D) Dr Jitendra Singh 

  Answer : D   .   

✓ Dr Jitendra Singh, Union Minister of State (Independent Charge) Science & Technology, MoS PMO, 

Personnel, Public Grievances, Pensions, Atomic Energy and Space, today launched Artificial Intelligence 

(AI) driven Grievance Monitoring System, IGMS 2.0 Public Grievance portal and Automated Analysis in 

TREE Dashboard portal of the Department of Administrative Reforms and Public Grievances (DARPG). 

➢ Wing Commander Deepika Mishra became the first woman officer of the Indian Air Force to receive 

a gallantry award. 

➢ Innovator Sonam Wangchuk conferred with prestigious Santokba Humanitarian Award. 

➢ Legendary singer Asha Bhosle will be honoured with the Lata Dinanath Mangeshkar Award. 

➢ Kalyampudi Radhakrishna Rao (CR Rao), an Indian-American statistician won the 2023 

International Prize in Statistics. 

➢ Ukraine's President Volodymyr Zelensky was awarded the Order of the White Eagle, Poland's highest 

award. 

➢ Luis Caffarelli of Argentina has been awarded the 2023 Abel Prize. 

➢ Noted Tamil writer Sivasankari has been conferred with the prestigious Saraswati Samman for the 

year 2022. 

➢ The award is for his book "Surya Vamsam", a memoir published in Tamil in 2019. 

➢ The song 'Naatu Naatu' from the Indian film RRR has won the Oscar in the Best Original Song 

category at the 95th Oscar Awards. 

➢ Music director MM Keeravani received the award. 

➢ This Telugu song is sung by Kaal Bhairav & Rahul Sipligunj. 'Naatu-naatu' means 'to dance'. 

➢ British architect Sir David Chipperfield has won the 2023 Pritzker Architecture Prize. 

➢ Computer scientist Hari Balakrishnan has been awarded the 2023 Marconi Prize. 

➢ NTPC bags ‘ATD Best Awards 2023’ for 6th consecutive year. 
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✓ About Intelligent Grievance Monitoring System (IGMS) 2.0: 

✓ It is a public grievance portal and Automated Analysis in Tree Dashboard portal of the Department of 

Administrative Reforms and Public Grievances (DARPG). 

✓ It has been implemented by IIT Kanpur. 

✓ Objectives: The Dashboard provides instant tabular analysis of Grievances Filed & Disposed, State-wise & 

District-wise Grievances Filed & Ministry-wise data. 

✓ It will also help the officials identify the root cause of the grievance. 

✓ This portal will help the DARPG with creation of draft letter for selected scheme/ministry and expedite the 

grievance redressal process by the concerned ministry/department. 

✓ It has been enabled with Artificial intelligence (AI) capacity. 

✓ What is CPGRAMS? 

✓ Centralised Public Grievance Redress and Monitoring System (CPGRAMS) is an online platform available 

to the citizens 24x7 to lodge their grievances to the public authorities on any subject related to service 

delivery 

Q.5. Sela Tunnel project, which was seen in news, is located in which of the following state/UTs? 

 A) Jammu and Kashmir B) Assam 

 C) Arunachal Pradesh D) Punjab 

  Answer : C   .   

✓ The BRO officials recently said that nearly 96 percent of the work on the strategically crucial Sela Tunnel is 

complete, and it is likely to be inaugurated by year-end. 

✓ About Sela Tunnel Project: 

✓ Location: It is located in the West Kameng district of Arunachal Pradesh. 

✓ Once completed, the Sela tunnel will be the world's longest bi-lane tunnel at an altitude above 13,000 feet.  

✓ It will ensure all-weather connectivity between Guwahati in Assam and Tawang in Arunachal Pradesh. 

✓ It is being excavated below the Sela Pass on the NH-13 component of the Trans-Arunachal Highway system. 

✓ It is being built by the Border Roads Organisation (BRO)under Project Vartak and the tunnel's construction 

commenced on April 1, 2019. 

✓ Project Details: 

✓ Tunnel 1: This single-tube tunnel has a length of 980m. 

✓ Tunnel 2: This bi-lane tunnel has a length of 1555m. It includes one escape tube for emergencies. 
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✓ Roads: Approach to Tunnel 1 is 7100m, the road between the two tunnels is 1340m, and the approach to 

Tunnel 2 is 340 m long. 

✓ Key Facts about Sela Pass: 

✓ It is a high-altitude mountain pass located in the Tawang district of Arunachal Pradesh. 

✓ Elevation: 4,170 meters above sea level 

✓ It connects Tawang Valley to the rest of India.  

✓ Open throughout the year, Sela Pass is managed by the BRO 

Q.6. The term Financial Stability Board (FSB) is associated to which of the following organizations? 

 A) G20  B) ASEAN 

 C) BRICS D) WTO 

  Answer : A   .   

✓ The Financial Stability Board (FSB) is launching a probe into the buildup of debt outside traditional banks, 

as it seeks to limit hedge funds’ borrowing and boost transparency. 

✓ About Financial Stability Board (FSB): 

✓ FSB was established by the G20 in 2009 in the wake of the financial crisis.  

✓ Mandate: It was created expressly to coordinate at the international level the work of national financial 

authorities and international standard-setting bodies and to develop and promote the implementation of 

effective regulatory, supervisory, and other financial sector policies in the interest of financial stability. 

✓ The FSB brings together national authorities responsible for financial stability (central banks, supervisory 

authorities, and finance ministries), international organisations, and standard-setting bodies. 

✓ The FSB operates by monitoring, analyzing, and making recommendations on key aspects of the financial 

system. It assesses emerging issues that could impact global financial stability. 

✓ The FSB’s decisions are not legally binding on its members. 

✓ Headquarters: Basel, Switzerland. 

✓ Members: 

✓ The FSB consists of 68 member institutions. It comprises several central banks, ministries of finance, and 

supervisory and regulatory authorities from 25 jurisdictions, as well as 10 international organizations and 

six Regional Consultative Groups (RCGs). 

✓ The board includes all G20 major economies. 
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✓ India and FSB: India is an active member of the FSB, having three seats in its Plenary represented by the 

Secretary (Dept of Economic Affairs), Deputy Governor-RBI, and Chairman-SEBI. 

✓ INDIAN PRESIDENCY OF G 20 

✓ India officially assumed the Presidency of G20 on 1 December 2022 from Indonesia.  

✓ India will hold the G20 Presidency from 1 December 2022 to 30 November 2023, and host the 18th G20 

Summit in 2023. 

✓ The summit meeting of the Head of the States and the leaders of the G20 is scheduled to be held in September 

2023 in New Delhi. 

✓ The theme of India’s G20 Presidency—“Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam” or “One Earth One Family One 

Future”—is drawn from the ancient Sanskrit text of the Maha Upanishad. 

✓ India’s G-20 Sherpa Amitabh Kant. 

✓ Group of Twenty (G-20) 

✓ The G-20 was founded back in 1999 after the Asian financial crisis. 

✓ As of 2023, there are 21 members in the Group of 20 (G20). 

✓ The G20 or Group of 20 is an intergovernmental forum comprising 19 sovereign countries, the European 

Union (EU), and the African Union (AU).It works to address major issues related to the global economy, 

such as international financial stability, climate change mitigation and sustainable development. 

✓ The Group of Twenty (G-20) comprises 19 countries (Argentina, Australia, Brazil, Canada, China, France, 

Germany, India, Indonesia, Italy, Japan, Republic of Korea, Mexico, Russia, Saudi Arabia, South Africa, 

Turkiye, the United Kingdom, and the United States),  European Union and  

✓ The G-20 members represent around 85 per cent of the global GDP, over 75 per cent of the global trade, and 

about two-thirds of the world population. 

✓ India has been a member of the G20 since its inception in 1999. 

✓ LIST OF G20 SUMMIT 

✓ 1st G20 Summit 2008 – USA   

✓ 16th G20 summit 2021 – Italy 

✓ 17th G20 summit 2022 – Indonesia   

✓ 18th G20 summit 2023 – India   

✓ 19th G20 summit 2024 – Brazil   

✓ 20th G20 Summit 2025 – South Africa 
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Q.7. Prime Minister Narendra Modi has laid the foundation Stone for the Akashvani Dahod FM Relay 

Station Project in which state? 

 A) Maharashtra B) Assam 

 C) Odisha D) Gujarat 

  Answer : D   .   

✓ Prime Minister Narendra Modi has laid the foundation Stone for the Akashvani Dahod FM Relay Station 

Project in Gujarat. 

✓ The Foundation Stone plaque for the 10 Kilo watt FM Relay Station was unveiled virtually by the Prime 

Minister along with other projects at an event in Bodeli in the state 

✓ This station will be set up at an estimated cost of Rs. 11.00 Crore and is strategically located to cover 

approximately a 55 km radius area, encompassing approximately 75% of the tribal district of Dahod. 

GUJARAT IN NEWS 2023. 
➢ Prime Minister Narendra Modi has laid the foundation Stone for the Akashvani Dahod FM Relay 

Station Project in Gujarat. 

➢ Gujarat Assembly has passed the Gujarat Local Authorities Law (Amendment) Bill 2023 by a majority 

vote to raise reservation for Other Backward Class (OBC) communities in local self-government bodies 

to 27 percent from the current 10 percen. 

➢ 'Gujarat Declaration' outlining the outcome of the first WHO Traditional Medicine Global Summit 

2023 released. 

➢ In a significant development for India’s energy sector, Prime Minister Narendra Modi announced that 

the 700 MW nuclear power plant located in Kakrapar, Gujarat, has commenced its operations at 

maximum capacity. 

➢ Gujarat to host 69th edition of Filmfare Awards in 2024. 

➢ London-based company OneWeb and the Gujarat Government’s Science and Technology 

Department have signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) today for the establishment of a 

‘Satellite Network Portal Site’ in Gujarat. 

➢ Union Home and Cooperation Minister Amit Shah organized a virtual ceremony to lay the foundation 

stone of the country's first cooperative-run Sainik School. 

➢ Sarbananda Sonowal inaugurated the best tourism facilities in the historical lighthouses of Gujarat. 
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Q.8. Which state has achieved 100 percent Open Defecation Free (ODF) Plus coverage under the flagship 

Swachh Bharat Mission (Grameen) programme recently? 

 A) Bihar B) Chhattisgarh 

 C) Uttar Pradesh D) Madhya Pradesh 

  Answer : C    .   

➢ Under the Sagarmala programme, the Ministry of Ports, Shipping and Waterways is developing a 

National Maritime Heritage Complex, a world-class facility at Lothal, Gujarat. 

➢ Gujarat government signs MoU with US chip maker firm Micron Technology for semiconductor 

assembly and testing facility in Ahmedabad. 

➢ Indian cabinet has given its approval to Micron Technology’s plan to invest $2.7 billion in setting up 

a semiconductor testing and packaging unit in Gujarat. 

➢ Urban-20 City Sherpas’ meet begins at Ahmedabad in Gujarat. 

➢ India’s largest power company NTPC Ltd has commissioned India’s first green hydrogen blending 

project at Kawas, Gujarat. 

➢ BJP leader Bhupendra Patel took oath as the Chief Minister of Gujarat for a second straight term. 

➢ Madhvendra Singh has been appointed as the first Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of Gujarat Maritime 

Cluster by Gujarat Ports Infrastructure Company Limited. 

➢ First G20 Tourism Working Group meeting at Dhordo in Kutch region of Gujarat. 

➢ Former Gujarat governor and veteran Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) leader Om Prakash Kohli passed 

away. 

➢ Gujarat Day is celebrated on May 1 every year. The state was established on May 1, 1960. 

➢ Chief Minister Bhupendra Patel has declared the last week of April as “Swagat Saptah” in 

commemoration of the completion of 20 years of the “State Wide Attention on Grievances by 

Application of Technology” (SWAGAT) initiative. 

➢ Deakin University of Australia to set up campus in GIFT city. 

➢ Two Australian Universities Wollongong and Deakin to set up Campuses in Gujarat’s GIFT City. 

➢ The Youth 20 India Summit will be held at the Maharaja Sayajirao University Vadodara in Gujarat. 

➢ International Kite Festival 2023 begins in Ahmedabad, Gujarat. 
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✓ Uttar Pradesh achieved 100% ODF Plus status for all 95,767 villages as part of Swachh Bharat Mission 

(Gramin) Phase II. 

✓ An ODF Plus village is one that has achieved open defecation-free status through the establishment of 

effective systems for solid or liquid waste management. 

✓ As of January 1, 2023, only 15,088 villages were ODF Plus in the state. 

✓ In just nine months, more than 80,000 villages achieved ODF Plus status, accelerating the success of the 

programme. 

✓ Of the 95,767 ODF Plus villages, 81,744 are ODF Plus Aspirational Villages, 10,217 are ODF Plus 

Emerging Villages, and 3,806 are ODF Plus Model Villages. 

✓ Solid waste management exists in 15,649 villages, while liquid waste management exists in 95,048 villages. 

✓ ODF Plus Model Village: 

✓ ODF Plus model villages maintain ODF status, have both solid and liquid waste management, minimal 

waste, no plastic waste in public areas, and display ODF Plus related IEC messages. 

✓ At present, there are 96,192 such villages across India. 

✓ Swachhta Hi Seva (SHS) Campaign 2023: 

✓ The feat was achieved during the ongoing SHS campaign, which takes place from 15 September to 2 October 

every year. 

✓ About 88 lakh people participated in SHS and contributed significantly in achieving ODF Plus status. 

✓ Progress across India: 

✓ About 75% of India's 4.43 lakh villages have declared themselves ODF Plus. 

✓ This progress is in line with the targets of Swachh Bharat Mission Phase II for 2024-25. 

✓ Best Performing States/UTs: 

✓ Many states and union territories, including Andaman and Nicobar Islands, Dadra and Nagar Haveli, Goa, 

Gujarat, Himachal Pradesh, Jammu and Kashmir, Karnataka, Kerala, Ladakh, Puducherry, Sikkim, Tamil 

Nadu, Telangana and Tripura have achieved 100% ODF Plus villages. 

✓ Details of ODF Plus Villages: 

✓ There are currently 4,43,964 ODF Plus villages in India. 

✓ This includes villages making progress towards solid waste management or liquid waste management 

(2,92,497), villages having both (55,549) and ODF plus model villages (96,018). 
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✓ There are 2,31,080 villages with solid waste management and 3,76,353 villages with liquid waste 

management. 

✓ Components of Phase-II of SBM(G): 

✓ Phase II includes sustaining ODF-S, solid waste management, plastic waste management, liquid waste 

management, faecal sludge management, cow dung, IEC/BCC and capacity building. 

✓ Participation in Swachhta Hi Seva (SHS) – 2023 Campaign: 

✓ More than 5 crore people participated in this campaign in India, in which more than 2.05 crore people 

donated labor. 

✓ Additionally, 34 States/UTs and 42 partner Ministries/Departments actively participated in SHS 2023. 

Q.9. According to which organization report, the elderly population in India is likely to double by 2050? 

 A) World Health Organization (WHO)  

 B) United Nations Populations Fund (UNFPA) 

 C) United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) 

 D) World Economic Forum (WEF) 

  Answer : B    .   

✓ Recently, the UNFPA (United Nations Population Fund) India, in collaboration with the International 

Institute for Population Sciences (IIPS) has unveiled the India Ageing Report 2023, highlighting the rapidly 

growing elderly population in India. 

✓ India's elderly population is growing rapidly, with a decadal growth rate of 41%. 

✓ By 2050, over 20% of India's population will be elderly. 

✓ The elderly population in India will surpass the population of children (0 to 15 years old) by 2046. 

✓ The population of people aged 80+ years is expected to increase by around 279% between 2022 and 2050. 

✓ Higher Life Expectancy of Women: 

✓ Women have a higher life expectancy at ages 60 and 80 compared to men, with variations across states and 

territories. 

✓ For instance, in Himachal Pradesh and Kerala, women at 60 years have a life expectancy of 23 and 22 years, 

respectively, which is four years greater than men at 60 years in these States — as compared to the national 

average differential of only 1.5 years. 

✓ Poverty and Well-being: 
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✓ More than 40% of the elderly in India are in the poorest wealth quintile. 

✓ Poverty among the elderly is a concern, affecting their quality of life and healthcare utilization. 

✓ A substantial proportion of elderly individuals, especially women, are living without any income, affecting 

their quality of life and healthcare utilization. 

✓ Regional Variations: 

✓ There are significant inter-State variations in the elderly population and their growth rates. 

✓ Most States in the southern region and select northern States such as Himachal Pradesh and Punjab reported 

a higher share of the elderly population than the national average in 2021, a gap that is expected to widen 

by 2036. 

✓ Sex Ratio of the Elderly Population: 

✓ The sex ratio among the elderly has been climbing steadily since 1991, with the ratio in the general 

population stagnating. 

✓ Between 2011 and 2021, the ratio increased in India as a whole and across all regions, barring the Union 

Territories and western India. 

✓ In the northeast and the east, while the sex ratio of the elderly increased, it remained below 1,000 in both 

years, indicating that men still outnumber the women in these regions even at 60-plus years. 

✓ However in central India, where the sex ratio went from 973 in 2011 to 1,053 in 2021, implying that the 

women caught up with and outperformed the men in survival after 60 years over the decade. 

✓ What is the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA)? 

✓ About: 

✓ It is a subsidiary organ of the UN General Assembly and works as a sexual and reproductive health agency. 

✓ The UN Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) establishes its mandate. 

✓ Establishment: 

✓ It was established as a trust fund in 1967 and began operations in 1969. 

✓ In 1987, it was officially renamed the United Nations Population Fund but the original abbreviation, 

‘UNFPA’ for the United Nations Fund for Population Activities was retained. 

✓ Objective: 

✓ UNFPA works directly to tackle Sustainable Development Goals on health (SDG3), education (SDG4) and 

gender equality (SDG5). 
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Q.10. Who has won a silver medal in the men's long jump event at the Hangzhou Asian Games with a best 

jump of 8.19 meters? 

 A) Jesswin Aldrin B) Wang Jianan 

 C) Murali Sreeshankar D) Amritpal Singh 

  Answer : C    .   

✓ India's Murali Sreeshankar won a silver medal in the men's long jump event at the Hangzhou Asian Games 

with a best jump of 8.19 meters. 

✓ Wang Jianan of China won the gold medal with a jump of 8.22 meters. 

✓ Murali Sreeshankar's personal and season's best jump is 8.41 meters, which ranks him fourth globally and 

second among Asian athletes. 

✓ Another Indian athlete Jesswin Aldrin finished eighth in the same event with a best jump of 7.76 metres. 

✓ Jesswin Aldrin remains the season leader among Asian athletes and is ranked third in the world. 

✓ Hangzhou Asian Games 2023: 

✓ Chinese President Xi Jinping officially opened the 19th Asian Games in Hangzhou, China on September 

23, 2023. 

✓ The 19th Hangzhou Asian Games will be held from 23 September to 8 October 2023. 

✓ The opening ceremony was held at the Hangzhou Olympic Sports Center Stadium, also known as the Big 

Lotus. 

✓ Nearly 12,500 athletes from 45 countries and territories in Asia are competing in 61 disciplines across 40 

sports. 

✓ The slogan of the Games is 'Heart to Heart, @Future.' 

✓ Important Points 

✓ India has sent a strong delegation of 665 members to these games. 

✓ During the opening ceremony, the Indian team flag was raised by Indian men's hockey team captain 

Harmanpreet Singh and Olympic bronze medalist in boxing Lovlina Borgohain 

Q.11. Who was named the new Chairman of the Advertising Standards Council of India (ASCI)? 

 A) Saugata Gupta B) Neha Agarwal 

 C) Radhika Roy D) Sangeeta Singh 

  Answer : A    .   
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✓ Saugata Gupta, Managing Director and CEO of Marico Limited, was named the new Chairman of the 

Advertising Standards Council of India (ASCI). 

✓ Parth Sinha, President of Response at Bennett Coleman & Company Limited, was elected as the Vice 

Chairman of ASCI. 

✓ Sudhanshu Vats, Deputy Managing Director, Pidilite Industries Limited, was appointed as the Honorary 

Treasurer of ASCI. 

✓ About ASCI: 

✓ ASCI, established in 1985, is a voluntary self-regulatory organization within the Indian advertising industry. 

✓ It operates as a non-profit company under Section 25 of the Companies Act. 

✓ ASCI's primary mission is to promote self-regulation in advertising and protect the interests of consumers. 

✓ It enforces a code of self-regulation that mandates advertising that is legal, decent, honest, truthful and non-

dangerous or harmful while ensuring fairness in competition. 

✓ ASCI has received awards from the European Advertising Standards Alliance (EASA) for its efforts, 

including recognition for its mobile app "ASCIOnline". 

✓ The headquarters of the organization is located in Mumbai, India. 

✓ ASCI reviews and resolves complaints related to advertisements on various media channels including print, 

TV, radio and digital platforms 

Q.12. Who has won the gold medal in mixed doubles tennis at the 2023 Asian Games? 

 A) Leander Paes and Sania Mirza B) Rohan Bopanna and Rutuja Bhosale 

 C) Zhizhen Zhang and Yibing Wu  D) Yuki Bhambri and Rutuja Bhosale 

  Answer : B    .   

✓ Indian tennis pair Rohan Bopanna and Rutuja Bhosale won the gold medal in mixed doubles tennis at the 

2023 Asian Games. 

✓ Rohan Bopanna and Rutuja Bhosale defeated Yu-Hsiu Hsu and Hao-Ching Chan of Chinese Taipei by 2-6, 

6-3, 10-4 to ensure their victory. 

✓ India had to come from behind after losing the first set 2-6 but they came back and won the next two sets. 

✓ It was India's second tennis medal at the 2023 Asian Games after Ramkumar Ramanathan and Saketh 

Myneni had earlier won a silver in men's doubles tennis. 

✓ India's Mixed Doubles Success: 
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✓ India has won a total of seven medals in the mixed doubles category at the Asian Games, which includes 

three gold medals. 

✓ Champions in this category have been Leander Paes and Sania Mirza at Doha 2006, as well as Saketh 

Myneni and Sania Mirza at Incheon 2014. 

Q.13. India defeated which country to win the gold medal in the men's squash team event at the 2023 Asian 

Games? 

 A) China B) Thailand 

 C) Pakistan D) Bangladesh 

  Answer : C    .   

✓ India Clinches Gold in Men's Squash Team Event at 2023 Asian Games, Defeating Pakistan 2-1. 

✓ Abhay Singh led the Indian team to victory in a tough match in the final round. 

✓ The match started with Mahesh M losing to Nasir Iqbal in straight games (8-11, 3-11, 2-11). 

✓ Saurav Ghoshal leveled the match with an impressive 11-5, 11-1, 11-3 win over Muhammad Asim. 

✓ Abhay Singh won the gold medal with an 11-7, 9-11, 7-11, 11-9, 12-10 win over Noor Zaman. 

✓ The women's squash team won the bronze medal at the Hangzhou 2023 Asian Games after losing to Hong 

Kong, China in the semi-finals. 

✓ Historical Achievement 

✓ This is India's second gold medal in squash at the Asian Games, the previous gold medal was won by the 

men's team in 2014. 

✓ The Indian men's team had earned the bronze medal at the 2018 Jakarta Games 

Q.14. Who has been elected as the Chairman of the Board of Directors of Press Trust of India (PTI)? 

 A) Avik Sarkar B) KN Shanth Kumar 

 C) Rajnish Singh D) Abhishek Sharma 

  Answer : B    .   

✓ KN Shanth Kumar was elected as the Chairman of the Board of Directors of Press Trust of India (PTI) for 

a one-year term. 

✓ Shanth Kumar has replaced Avik Sarkar. 

✓ PTI chief appointed. 

✓ Hindustan Times CEO Praveen Someshwar was elected vice-chairman of PTI's board of directors. 
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✓ About Press Trust of India (PTI) 

✓ PTI, established in 1947, is India's largest and oldest private news agency. 

✓ Owned by a consortium of newspapers, it reinvests profits in its growth. 

✓ Shanth Kumar's election marks a new era for PTI, underscoring its commitment to delivering credible news 

in a changing media landscape. 

Q.15. Which country launched its third military satellite called Nour 3, into orbit? 

 A) Iran B) Saudi Arabia 

 C) North Korea D) China 

  Answer : A    .   

✓ Iran's Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC) successfully launched its third military imaging satellite, 

Nour 3, from Iran's Shahroud Spaceport. 

✓ The satellite was sent into orbit using a three-stage cassette carrier, which was developed by the IRGC. 

✓ In Persian,"nour" (or "noor") translates to "light", while "Qased" means "messenger". 

✓ Noor 3 was placed in low Earth orbit (LEO) at an altitude of 450 km (280 mi) above the Earth's surface. 

✓ The primary purpose of the Nour-3 satellite is to collect data and images for intelligence purposes by the 

IRGC. 

✓ Previous versions of the Noor satellite include: 

✓ Nour 1 - It was the first military reconnaissance satellite launched by Iran in April 2020. It orbited at an 

altitude of 425 km (265 mi) above the Earth. 

✓ Nour 2 - It launched in March 2022, and operated in a low orbit at an altitude of 500 km (310 mi). 

✓ Other satellites of Iran 

✓ In August 2022, Iran's high-resolution, remote-sensing Khayyam satellite was launched using Russia's 

Soyuz-2.1B rocket. The launch took place from the Russian-controlled Baikonur Cosmodrome in 

Kazakhstan. 

✓ About Iran 

✓ President - Ibrahim Raisi 

✓ Capital - Tehran 

✓ Currency - Iranian Rial 
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Q.16. Which day has been dedicated by the UN for the commemoration of the International Day of Older 

Persons? 

 A) 04 October B) 01 October  

 C) 02 October  D) 03 October 

  Answer : B    .   

✓ International Day of Older Persons is observed each year on 1st October since 1991. 

✓ The day aims to raise awareness about issues affecting the elderly, such as senescence and elder abuse, and 

appreciate the contributions that older people make to society. 

Q.17. The World Vegetarian Day is marked every year on which day? 

 A) 01 October B) 29 September  

 C) 02 October D) 30 September 

  Answer : A    .   

✓ World Vegetarian Day is observed annually on October 1 globally to raise awareness about the ethical, 

environmental, health, and humanitarian benefits of a vegetarian lifestyle. 

✓ The day was initiated by the North American Vegetarian Society in Scotland in 1977 during the World 

Vegetarian Congress. 

✓ The full week between October 1–7 is observed as the International Vegetarian Week (IVW). 

Q.18. Which day of the year is observed as the International Coffee Day? 

 A) 03 October  B) 01 October 

 C) 04 October  D) 02 October 

  Answer : B    .   

✓ International Coffee Day is celebrated on October 01 every year to celebrate millions of people across the 

world who do hard work to create and serve the beverage in the consumable form such as farmers, roasters, 

baristas, and coffee shop owners etc. 

✓ The first ICD was launched in 2015 by the International Coffee Organization in Milan. 

✓ Brazil is the largest producer of coffee in the world 

✓ Karnataka is the largest coffee product in India 
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✓ India is the third-largest producer and exporter of coffee in Asia, and the sixth-largest producer and fifth-

largest exporter of coffee in the world 

 

 

Q.1. Venki Ramakrishnan shared the 2009 Nobel Prize in which field with Thomas Steitz and Ada Yonath? 

 A) Physics B) Chemistry 

 C) Literature D) Medicine 

  Answer : B   .     

✓ Venki Ramakrishnan shared the 2009 Nobel Prize in Chemistry with Thomas Steitz and Ada Yonath. 

✓ Prize motivation: " for studies of the structure and function of the Ribosome". 

Q.2. The Bihari Puraskar is one of the three literary awards instituted by the __ in 1991. 

 A) Infosys Foundation B) KK Birla Foundation 

 C) Wipro Foundation D) Pirojsha Godrej Foundation 

  Answer : B    . 

✓ Bihari Puraskar is a literary award instituted by K. K. Birla Foundation in 1991. 

✓ The award is named after the famous Hindi poet Bihari and is awarded to an outstanding work published 

in Hindi or Rajasthani by a Rajasthani writer in the last 10 years. 

Q.3. Mufin finance, one of the leading NBFC’s has received in principle RBI approval for issuance of semi 

close prepaid payment instruments. Identify the correct statement regarding NBCF’s 

 I. NBFC cannot accept demand deposits. 

 II. NBFC’s do not form part of the payment and settlement system. 

 III. NFC scan issue cheques drawn on itself. 

 A) Only I 

 B) Only III 

 C) Both I and II 

 D) Both II and III 

  Answer : A   .   

✓ The two statements: 

✓ NBFC cannot accept demand deposits. 

✓ NBFC’s do not form part of the payment and settlement system. are true. 
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Q.4. Which of the following is the goalpost of payments vision 2025? 

 A) integrity B) inclusion 

 C) innovation D) all of the above 

  Answer : D    .   

Q.5. Which of the following is the current Union Minister of Women and Child Development? 

 A) Smriti Zubin Irani B) Bhupender Yadav 

 C) SarbanandaSonowal D) Dharmendra Pradhan 

  Answer : A   .   

Q.6. Recently, Safran has recently announced to establish the largest and the first aircraft engine MRO 

facility in Hyderabad, Telangana? 

 A) Japan B) Russia 

 C) France D) United States 

  Answer : C   .   

Q.7. In which state Bhagwan Mahavir Wildlife is situated at? 

 A) Maharashtra 

 B) Gujarat 

 C) Goa 

 D) Madhya Pradesh 

  Answer : C   . 

Q.8. Ghode Modni is a folk dance of which Indian state? 

 A) Goa 

 B) Rajasthan 

 C) Tripura 

 D) Arunachal Pradesh 

  Answer : A   .  
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Q.9. Where is the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) headquartered ? 

 A) Vienna, Austria 

 B) Brussels, Belgium 

 C) Geneva, Switzerland 

 D) Paris, France 

  Answer : B   . 

Q.10. What is the National Heritage Animal of India ? 

 A) Panther B) Lion 

 C) Tiger D) Elephant 

  Answer : D   . 
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