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Q.1. Cashew of which of the following states has recently been provided GI tag? 

 A) Arunachal Pradesh B) Jammu and Kashmir 

 C) Uttarakhand D) Goa 

  Answer : D   .   

✓ Goan cashew (Fruit and Nut) was recently granted the geographical indication (GI) tag. 

✓ Goan cashew derived from the Portuguese name ‘caju’ or ‘kaju’ in Konkani. 

✓ Evolution of Cashews in Goa 

✓ Originally, it was native to northeast Brazil in Latin America. 

✓ It was introduced by the Portuguese in the 16th century (1570). 

✓ Initially, it was known mainly as a crop for afforestation and soil conservation. 

✓ According to research, the 1st cashew factory in Goa started operations in 1926. 

✓ By 1961, the cashew processing industry accounted for about 60% of industrial production in Goa, a bulk 

of which was exported. 

GI TAG IN NEWS 2023 
➢ Goan cashew (Fruit and Nut) was recently granted the geographical indication (GI) tag. 

➢ Basohli Pashmina, a more than 100-year-old traditional craft from Jammu and Kashmir's Kathua 

district, has got the Geographical Indication (GI) tag. 

➢ Tamil Nadu's Salem Sago gets GI tag. 

➢ Bhaderwah Rajmash and Sulai honey of Doda and Ramban districts of Jammu and Kashmir, have 

been granted Geographical Indication (GI) tags. 

➢ Chokuwa rice of Assam  recently earned a GI (Geographical Indication) tag for its exquisiteness. 

➢ The Matti banana variety, native to Kanniyakumari district was recently granted the Geographical 

Indication (GI) tag. 

➢ Mushkbudji rice, which was granted the GI tag along with eight other products from Jammu and 

Kashmir. 

➢ Tamil Nadu's Authoor betel leaves get Geographical Indication (GI) certificate. 

Aparchit 14 October English Super Current Affairs MCQ with Facts 2023 

By Aparchit Exam Warriors/Kumar Kaushal Sir 
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➢ Geographical Indications Registry, in June 2023, accorded the Geographical Indication (GI) tag to 

the Kari Ishad mango predominantly grown in Ankola taluk of Uttara Kannada in Karnataka . 

➢ Mircha rice variety from West Champaran district of Bihar has recently been granted the GI tag. 

➢ The products included are Tandur red gram of Telangana, gamocha of Assam, Alibag white 

onion of Maharashtra, and Raktsey Karpo apricot of Ladakh among others. 

➢ After getting GI tag for three more One District One Product (ODOP) crafts, Uttar Pradesh has now 

come second in the country in terms of maximum number of items with Geographical Indication tag. 

➢ The ODOP crafts which have got GI tag include Mainpuri Tarkashi, Mahoba Gaura Stone Craft and 

Sambhal Horn Craft. 

➢ Ladakh wood carvings, also known as 'Ladakh Shingskos', have been granted the Geographical 

Indication (GI) tag. 

➢ The GI tag was granted to Tamil Nadu's famous Cumbum Paneer Thirachai, also known as Cumbum 

Grapes. 

➢ Gond paintings from Madhya Pradesh have bagged the Geographical Indication (GI) tag. 

➢ Banarasi paan has been awarded the GI tag, which signifies its unique identity and origin. Three other 

foods from the Varanasi region, including Banarasi Langda Mango, Ramnagar Bhanta (Brinjal), and 

Adamchini rice, have also received the GI tag. 

➢ Chhattisgarh's Nagri Dubraj rice variety gets geographical indication tag. 

➢ Gamocha’, a symbol of the culture and identity of Assam, has received the Geographical Indication 

(GI) tag. 

➢ European Commission (EC) has recently granted Protected Geographical Indication (PGI) status to 

Kangra tea, aunique variety of tea grown in the Kangra district of Himachal Pradesh in India. 

➢ The Central Government has granted Geographical Indication (GI) tag to Mithila Makhana, Bihar. 

➢ GEOGRAPHICAL INDICATIONS (GI) :- 

➢ GI tags are issued as per the Geographical Indications of Goods (Registration and Protection) 

Act,1999. This tag is issued by the Geographical Indication Registry under the Department of Industry 

Promotion and Internal Trade, Ministry of Commerce and Industry. 

➢ Darjeeling Tea was the first Indian product to get the geographical indication tag in 2004. 

➢ The second GI tag in India was given to Aranmula Kannadi (Handicraft) which is a mirror and made 

in Kerala. 
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Q.2. With reference to ‘Payments Infrastructure Development Fund (PIDF) Scheme’, consider the 

following statements 

 Statement 1- Its objective is to increase the number of payment acceptance devices in tier-3 to tier-6 

cities. 

 Statement 2- Successful implementation of PIDF would promote financial inclusion in the country. 

 Which one of the following is correct in respect of the above statements? 

 A) Both Statement-I and Statement-II are correct and Statement II is the correct explanation for 

Statement-I 

 B) Both Statement-I and Statement-II are correct and Statement II is not the correct explanation for 

Statement-I 

 C) Statement-I is correct but statement II is incorrect 

 D) Statement -I is incorrect but Statement -II is correct 

  Answer : A    .   

✓ Reserve Bank of India (RBI) recently extended the Payments Infrastructure Development Fund (PIDF) 

scheme by another two years and will include beneficiaries of the PM Vishwakarma scheme. 

✓ About Payments Infrastructure Development Fund (PIDF) Scheme: 

✓ It was first launched by the RBI in January 2021 for a period of three years. 

✓ Objective: Increasing the number of payment acceptance devices multifold in the country. 

✓ PIDF is a fund set up by the RBI, in consultation with major authorised card networks, to facilitate the 

development of payment acceptance infrastructure in tier-3 to tier-6 cities and the north-eastern states of 

India. 

✓ The Union Territories of Jammu and Kashmir and Ladakh will also be given special focus. 

✓ Beneficiaries of the PM SVANidhi Scheme in Tier-1 and 2 centres were later included in August 2021.  

➢ A GI is registered for an initial period of ten years, which must be renewed after 10 years. 

➢ Kerala has topped among Indian states for having most number of products securing the Geographical 

Indication (GI) tag in financial year 2022-23. 

➢ What is GI tag? 

➢ A GI is a sign used on products that have a specific geographical origin and possess qualities or a 

reputation that are due to that origin. 
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✓ Funding: 

✓ The PIDF is funded by the RBI and the major authorized card networks in India. 

✓ The scheme provides financial assistance to banks and non-bank financial companies (NBFCs) for the 

deployment of PoS terminals and other payment acceptance infrastructure in eligible regions. 

✓ The PIDF will be governed through an Advisory Council and managed and administered by the RBI. 

✓ The implementation of targets shall be monitored by the RBI with assistance from card networks, the Indian 

Banks’ Association (IBA) and the Payments Council of India (PCI). 

✓ What is PM Vishwakarma scheme? 

✓ It is a Central Sector Scheme launched on 17th September, 2023, with a financial outlay of Rs.13,000 crore. 

✓ Time period: Five years (FY 2023-24 to FY 2027-28).  

✓ Aim: 

✓ This initiative supports small businesses, focusing on traditional artists and craftspeople. 

✓ It provides small workers and craftsmen with financial help, training, improved methods, and skill 

mentoring. 

✓ It also aims at improving the quality as well as the reach of the products and services of artisans and 

craftsmen. 

✓ Under this scheme, the artisans and craftspeople will be provided recognition through the PM Vishwakarma 

certificate and ID card, credit support upto 1 lakh (first tranche) and Rs.2 lakh (second tranche), with a 

concessional interest rate of 5% 

Q.3. Which state government has approved the ‘Lek Ladki Yojana’ (Dear Daughter Scheme) for families 

with annual income up to Rs one lakh? 

 A) Gujarat B) Maharashtra 

 D) Uttar Pradesh 

   

✓ Maharashtra state cabinet has approved the ‘Lek Ladki Yojana’ (Dear Daughter Scheme) for families with 

annual income up to Rs one lakh. 

✓ The Yojana was announced in the budget session of March 2023. 

✓ As per the decision, a family with a yellow and saffron ration card will receive Rs 5000 after the birth of a 

girl child, Rs 6000 after she is enrolled in standard first, Rs 7000 after the sixth standard, Rs 8000 after 

standard 11 and Rs 75,000 after completing 18 years of age. 

C) Rajasthan

Answer :B
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✓ The girl child will be benefited from Rs 1.01 lakh in total after completion of 18 years,” said the official who 

attended the cabinet meeting. The scheme will be applicable for the child born after April 1, 2023. 

✓ The scheme is meant to promote the birth of a girl child, and her education and to stop child marriage and 

malnutrition 

MAHARASHTRA IN NEWS 2023 
➢ Maharashtra state cabinet has approved the ‘Lek Ladki Yojana’ (Dear Daughter Scheme) for families 

with annual income up to Rs one lakh. 

➢ Maharashtra clinched the title of champions in the 5th National Wheelchair Rugby Championship 

2023 by securing a convincing victory over Karnataka. 

➢ Maharashtra Government recently proposed to develop Gilbert Hill into a tourist spot on the lines of 

Burj Khalifa in Dubai. 

➢ Maharashtra signs MoU with Germany’s professional association football. 

➢ Maharashtra government has launched the Bhagwan Birsa Munda Road Scheme which aims to 

enhance road connectivity in tribal areas of the 17 districts of the state. 

➢ Maharashtra Industries Minister Uday Samant will present the first 'Udyog Ratna' award to veteran 

industrialist and Tata Sons Chairman Emeritus Ratan Tata. 

➢ Maharashtra topped the list with the highest number of missing women in 2021, with a reported count 

of 56,498. 

➢ Maharashtra’s Economy will become a trillion dollar by 2028, said N Chandrashekhar, president of 

the State Economy Development Council. 

➢ Maharashtra Prisons Department has launched a “video call” facility for foreign nationals lodged in 

different jails across the state. 

➢ NCP leader Ajit Pawar has been sworn in as the new Deputy Chief Minister of Maharashtra. 

➢ Maharashtra Government launched Namo Shetkari Mahasanman Yojana. 

➢ Maharashtra becomes the first state in the country to approve Good Governance Regulations. 

➢ Uttar Pradesh surpasses Maharashtra in sugar production this season. 

➢ A new initiative called ‘beggar-free city’ started in Nagpur, Maharashtra. 
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Q.4. Consider the following statements 

 1. Intensified Mission Indradhanush 5.0 aims to enhance immunization coverage for all vaccines 

provided under the Universal Immunization Programme by using U-WIN platform. 

 2. U-WIN platform is a one stop digital platform which will maintain an electronic registry of 

vaccinations and immunisation programs. 

 Choose the correct statement(s) 

 A) 1 only B) 2 only 

 C) Both 1 and 2 D) Neither 1 nor 2 

  Answer : B   .   

✓ Intensified Mission Indradhanush (IMI 5.0), the flagship routine immunization campaign of the Union 

Ministry of Health and Family Welfare will conclude all 3 rounds on 14th October 2023. IMI 5.0 ensures 

that routine immunization services reach the missed-out and dropped out children and pregnant women 

across the country. This year, for the first time the campaign is being conducted across all the districts in the 

country and includes children up to 5 years of age (Previous campaigns included children up to 2 years of 

age). 

✓ IMI 5.0 campaign aims to enhance immunization coverage for all vaccines provided under the Universal 

Immunization Programme (UIP) as per the National Immunization Schedule (NIS). Special focus is on 

➢ Amit Shah, the Union Home Minister, is scheduled to present the ‘Maharashtra Bhushan’ Award to 

Dattatreya Narayan Dharmadhikari, also known as Appasaheb Dharmadhikari, on April 16 for his 

notable work as a social worker and reformer. 

➢ Maharashtra Government has introduced a 4% quota for employees with disabilities in promotions. 

➢ Bank of Maharashtra inaugurated its first dedicated Branch for Start-ups in Pune. 

➢ Ramesh Bais Appointed as the New Governor of Maharashtra. 

➢ Maharashtra became the first state in the country to pass the Lokayukta Bill. 

➢ Recently a rare low altitude basalt plateau has been discovered in the Western Ghats of Maharashtra.. 

➢ Nilesh Sambre conferred with 'Maratha Udyog Ratna 2023' by Maharashtra State. 

➢ Talon Grikspoor of the Netherlands won the singles title at the Maharashtra Open tennis tournament 

in Pune. 
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improvement of Measles and Rubella vaccination coverage with the aim of Measles & Rubella elimination 

by 2023 and use of U-WIN digital platform for Routine Immunization in pilot mode across all districts in 

the country. 

✓ IMI 5.0 is being conducted in three rounds i.e., 7 -12 August, 11-16 September, and 9-14 October 2023 i.e., 

6 days in a month with the inclusion of a Routine Immunization Day. All States/UTs except Bihar, 

Chhattisgarh, Odisha and Punjab would conclude all the three rounds of IMI 5.0 campaign by 14th October 

2023. These four states could not start the IMI 5.0 campaign in August due to some inevitable circumstances. 

These states have concluded 1st round and are currently conducting the 2nd round. They plan to conduct 

the 3rd round of IMI 5.0 campaign in the month of November 2023. 

✓ As on 30th September 2023, over 34,69,705 children and 6,55,480 pregnant women were administered 

vaccine doses during the first 2 rounds of IMI 5.0 campaign across the country. 

Q.5. Resilient and Inclusive Supply-chain Enhancement (RISE) initiative, recently seen in news is a joint 

initiative of? 

 A) G7 and ASEAN 

 B) USA and India 

 C) World Bank and Japan 

 D) USA and Australia 

  Answer : C   .   

✓ The World Bank and Japan, have launched the Resilient and Inclusive Supply-chain Enhancement (RISE) 

initiative in Morocco. 

✓ This initiative is designed to tackle the dual challenges of job creation and climate change by aiding emerging 

markets and developing countries in expanding their clean-energy product manufacturing and increasing 

their participation in the minerals industry. 

✓ The initiative aims to stimulate economic growth and generate local employment opportunities, ultimately 

contributing to poverty reduction. 

✓ This collaborative effort emphasizes the importance of international cooperation in promoting economic 

growth in these countries while strengthening clean energy and critical minerals supply chains. 
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WORLD BANK IN NEWS 2023 
➢ World Bank and Japan, have launched the Resilient and Inclusive Supply-chain Enhancement (RISE) 

initiative in Morocco. 

➢ World Bank has approved $1.5 billion in financing to accelerate India’s development of low-carbon 

energy. 

➢ World Bank has approved a substantial funding package of 700 million dollars for Sri Lanka. 

➢ World Bank has approved $391 million in financing to improve access to high-quality healthcare 

services and to economic opportunities for people in Assam and Tripura. 

➢ World Bank approves $150-million loan for Resilient Kerala programme. 

➢ World Bank has granted its approval for a USD 255.5 million loan aimed at enhancing the quality of 

technical education in government-run institutions across India. 

➢ World Bank approves $150-million loan for Resilient Kerala programme. 

➢ World Bank (WB) launched its first dedicated road safety project in South Asia with a USD 358 

million financing agreement signed in Dhaka with the government of Bangladesh. 

➢ Indian origin Ajay Banga confirmed as the 14th President of World Bank. 

➢ Ministry of Education and the World Bank held a unique workshop on School-to-Work Transition 

under the STARS Program. 

➢ The Cabinet approved the Strengthening Teaching-Learning and Results for States (STARS) Project 

in October 2020. 

➢ World Bank has approved a loan of US $ 363 million for the supply of clean drinking water from taps 

to 2 million rural households in Karnataka. 

➢ World Bank’s Board of Executive Directors has approved USD 100 million loan under Odisha State 

Capability and Resilient Growth Program. 

➢ According to the World Bank’s (WB) annual report ‘State and Trends of Carbon Pricing 2023’ released 

on May 23, 2023, revenues collected from carbon taxes and Emissions Trading Systems (ETS) globally 

have reached a record high, about US$95 billion in 2022. 

➢ World Bank’s Executive Board of Directors has approved USD 108 million loan for Assam, to help 

the state improve disaster preparedness and enhance flood forecasting. 

➢ India and the World Bank have signed aloan agreement for the construction of the Green National 

Highway Corridors Project (GNHCP) in four States. 
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Q.6. Consider the following statements about One CGIAR Global Initiative. 

 1. It aims to build a unified approach to transforming food, land, and water systems to address the 

challenges posed by the climate crisis. 

 2. One CGIAR Global Initiative is a joint initiative of the International Union for Conservation of 

Nature and United Nations Environment Programme 

 Choose the correct statement(s) 

 A) 1 only B) 2 only 

 C) Both 1 and 2 D) Neither 1 nor 2 

  Answer : A   .   

➢ These four states are-Himachal Pradesh, Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh and Andhra Pradesh. 

➢ World Bank has signed two complementary loans with India worth USD 500 million each to support 

and enhance the country’s healthcare infrastructure. 

➢ India will be the first country in the world to receive $100 billion from remittances during 2022, the 

World Bank. 

➢ WORLD BANK  

➢ Founded : 1944   

➢ Headquarters : Washington Dc  

➢ 14th President : Ajay Banga  

➢ MD&CFO : Anshula Kant   

➢ Chief Economist : Carman Reinhart  

➢ Executive Director : Rajesh Khullar 

➢ Member Countries :189   

➢ World Bank Group : 5 (IBRD, IDA, IFC, MIGA and ICSID). 

➢ All of these efforts support the Bank Group’s twin goals of ending extreme poverty by 2030 and 

boosting shared prosperity of the poorest 40% of the population in all countries. 

➢ World Bank was created at the 1944 Bretton Woods Conference, along with the International 

Monetary Fund (IMF). 

➢ India is a member of IBRD, IFC, IDA and MIGA. The country is not a member of the ICSID 
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✓ Recently, the International Crops Research Institute for the Semi-Arid Tropics (ICRISAT) joined the One 

Consultative Group on International Agricultural Research (CGIAR) global initiative. 

✓ About One CGIAR global initiative: 

✓ It aims to build a unified approach to transforming food, land, and water systems to address the challenges 

posed by climate crisis. 

✓ This initiative involves the CGIAR System Organisation and 12 One CGIAR research centres.  

✓ The CGIAR is a publicly-funded network of agrifood systems research centres, works for transforming food, 

land, and water systems in a climate crisis. It is working in over 80 countries. 

✓ Key facts about ICRISAT 

✓ It is a non-profit, non-political public international research organisation that conducts agricultural research 

for development in Asia & sub-Saharan Africa. 

✓ It has been awarded 2021 Africa Food Prize for the Tropical Legumes Project that has improved food 

security across 13 countries in sub-Saharan Africa. 

✓ It is headquartered in Hyderabad, Telangana State, in India, with two regional hubs (Nairobi, Kenya and 

Bamako, Mali). 

Q.7. ‘A-HELP’ program, recently seen in news is an intiative of which of the following ministry? 

 A) Ministry of Women and Child Development 

 B) Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment 

 C) Ministry of Animal Husbandry, Dairying and Fisheries 

 D) Ministry of Agriculture & Farmers Welfare 

  Answer : C   .   

✓ The Department of Animal Husbandry and Dairying, Government of India, introduced the ‘A-HELP’ 

(Accredited Agent for Health and Extension of Livestock Production) program in the state of Jharkhand. 

✓ This program aims to empower women by engaging them as Accredited Agents who play a vital role in 

disease control, animal tagging, and livestock insurance. 

✓ The ‘A-HELP’ initiative is being implemented in various Indian states and union territories, including Bihar, 

Gujarat, Jammu and Kashmir, Karnataka, Madhya Pradesh, Uttarakhand, and Jharkhand, through an 

MoU between the Department of Animal Husbandry and Dairying and the National Rural Livelihoods 

Mission. 
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✓ Highlights of the 'A-HELP' program 

✓ The 'A-HELP' program focuses on empowering women by training them as agents who contribute to disease 

control, artificial insemination, animal tagging, and livestock insurance. 

✓ The 'A-HELP' program exemplifies the integration of women's power in the livestock sector. It aligns with 

the vision of the Prime Minister for socio-economic progress and empowers women while advancing the 

livestock sector. 

Q.8. Consider the following statements about Mera Yuva Bharat 

 1. It is a statutory body under the Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports that provides an overarching 

platform for youth development. 

 2. It will benefit the youth in the age group of 15-29 years. 

 Choose the correct statements: 

 A) 1 only 

 B) 2 only 

 C) Both 1 and 2 

 D) Neither 1 nor 2 

  Answer : B    .   

✓ Recently, the Union Cabinet, chaired by the Prime Minister of India has approved the establishment of an 

autonomous body Mera Yuva Bharat (MY Bharat).. 

✓ About Mera Yuva Bharat: 

✓ It is an autonomous body will benefit the youth in the age group of 15-29 years, in line with the definition 

of ‘Youth’ in the National Youth Policy. 

✓ In case of programme components specifically meant for the adolescents, the beneficiaries will be in the age 

group of 10-19 years. 

✓ It will help in Setting the focus of the Government on Youth Led development and to make the Youth 

“active drivers” of development and not merely “passive recipients”. 

✓ It will be launched on 31st October, 2023 on National Unity Day. 

✓ The primary objective of Mera Yuva Bharat (MY Bharat) is to make it a whole of Government platform for 

youth development. 
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✓ Under the new arrangement, with access to resources & connection to opportunities, youth would become 

community change agents and nation builders allowing them to act as the Yuva Setu between the 

Government and the citizens. 

✓ Mera Yuva Bharat supported by a technology platform would help to increase the Youth outreach efforts of 

the Department of Youth Affairs. 

Q.9. Consider the following statements about Intelligent Grievance Monitoring System (IGMS) 2.0 

 1. The IGMS 2.0 is a major upgradation of Centralised Public Grievance Redress and Monitoring 

System portal with artificial intelligence and machine learning capabilities. 

 2. Intelligent Grievance Monitoring System (IGMS) 2.0 is implemented by IIT Kanpur. 

 Choose the incorrect statements: 

 A) 1 only 

 B) 2 only 

 C) Both 1 and 2 

 D) Neither 1 nor 2 

  Answer : D    .   

✓ Adoption of AI/ Emerging Technologies for Effective Grievance Redressal: Dr Jitendra Singh, Minister of 

State for Personnel, Public Grievances and Pensions launched the IGMS 2.0 Public Grievance portal and 

Automated Analysis in Tree Dashboard portal on 29 September, 2023. 

✓  The Intelligent Grievance Monitoring System (IGMS) 2.0 Dashboard has been implemented by IIT Kanpur 

following an MoU with DARPG for upgrading CPGRAMS with Artificial Intelligence capabilities. The 

Dashboard provides instant tabular analysis of Grievances Filed & Disposed, State-wise & District-wise 

Grievances Filed & Ministry-wise data. Besides, the Dashboard will also help the officials identify the root 

cause of the grievance. 

✓ Adoption of Bharat GPT in CPGRAMS:  DARPG signed the non-disclosure agreement with the Bharat 

GPT team led by IIT Mumbai for working on India Specific Large Language Models (LLM) powered by 

Bhashini to give a demonstrable large language model for CPGRAMS to further simplify redressal of citizen 

grievances in CPGRAMS in the near future 
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Q.10. Consider the following statements about Chilika Lake 

 1. It is located at the mouth of the Salandi River, flowing into the Bay of Bengal. 

 2. It is the largest coastal lagoon in India. 

 3. The Nalaban Island within the lake is notified as a Bird Sanctuary under Wildlife (Protection) Act, 

1972. 

 How many of the statements given above are correct? 

 A) Only one B) Only two 

 C) All three D) None of the above 

  Answer : B    .   

✓ Migratory birds have started their annual journey to Chilika —India’s largest waterbird habitat in Odisha 

— ahead of winter this year. is climate change to blame. 

✓ Wildlife officials in the state reported the sighting of approximately 50 migratory birds, including ducks and 

wigeon species, within the Nalabana bird sanctuary area inside the Blue Lagoon on October 7, 2023. 

✓ Chilka Lake 

✓ It is a brackish water lake and a shallow lagoon with estuarine character spread across Puri, Khurda and 

Ganjam districts in Odisha. at the mouth of the Daya River, covering an area of over 1,100  km2 

✓ In 1981, Chilika Lake was designated the first Indian wetland of international importance under the Ramsar 

Convention. 

✓ It has been listed as a tentative UNESCO World Heritage site. 

✓ Nalabana Island (Nalabana Bird Sanctuary): 

✓ Nalabana was declared a bird sanctuary in 1973 under the Wildlife Protection Act 

Q.11. Consider the following statements about Lakhpati Didi Initiative 

 1. It aimed at training women in self-help groups (SHGs) to earn sustainable income of at least Rs 1 

lakh per annum per household. 

 2. The programme is implemented by Ministry of Women and Child Development. 

 3. After completing the training, the group will be provided with a credit of Rs. 20 lakh to start micro-

enterprises within their villages. 

 How many of the statements given above are correct? 
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 A) Only one 

 B) Only two 

 C) All three 

 D) None of the above 

  Answer : A    .   

✓ Prime Minister recently chaired a high-level meeting to review the progress made in realising his dream of 

making 2 crore 'Lakhpati Didis' in India. 

✓ About Lakhpati Didi Initiative: 

✓ It was announced by the Prime Minister in his Independence Day speech on August 15, 2023. 

✓ Objective: To encourage women to start micro-enterprises within their villages. 

✓ Under the Lakhpati Didi Initiative, the government aims to train two crore women. 

✓ The programme is aimed at training women in self-help groups (SHGs) so that they can earn a sustainable 

income of at least Rs 1 lakh per annum per household.  

✓ The initiative has been initiated by DAY-NRLM, wherein each SHG household is encouraged to take up 

multiple livelihood activities coupled with value chain interventions, resulting in a sustainable income of Rs 

1 lakh or more per year.. 

✓ Under this scheme, women will be trained in various skills, such as plumbing, LED bulb making, drone 

operation and repair, and tailoring and weaving. 

✓ After completing the training, women will be provided with opportunities to earn income using their skills. 

✓ The ministry of rural development is adopting a whole-of-government approach for maximum impact 

through convergence to transform the rural economy with the enabling of ‘Lakhpati Didis’. 

✓ What is Deendayal Antyodaya Yojana-National Rural Livelihoods Mission (DAY-NRLM)? 

✓ It is a flagship poverty alleviation program implemented by the Ministry of Rural Development, 

Government of India.  

✓ Aim: To reduce poverty by enabling the poor household to access gainful self-employment and skilled-wage 

employment opportunities, resulting in sustainable and diversified livelihood options for the poor.  

✓ DAY-NRLM adopts a demand-driven approach, enabling the States to formulate their own State-specific 

poverty reduction action plans. 
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Q.12. Consider the following statements about Baiga Tribe 

 1. The Baiga Tribe is one of the Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups (PVTGs) of Chhattisgarh. 

 2. They practice a form of shifting cultivation called, “Bewar.” 

 Choose the incorrect statement(s) 

 A) 1 only B) 2 only 

 C) Both 1 and 2 D) Neither 1 nor 2 

  Answer : D    .   

✓ The Baiga Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Group (PVTG) became the second pvtg to get habitat rights in 

Chhattisgarh, after the Kamar PVTG. 

✓ About Baiga 

✓ The Baiga are an ethnic group in central India. They are one of the Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups 

(PVTGs). 

✓ The Baiga live in the following states:Madhya Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand, Bihar, 

Odisha, West Bengal. 

✓ They have sub-castes – Bijhwar, Narotia, Bharotiya, Nahar, Rai Bhaina, and Kadh Bhaina. 

✓ Traditionally, the Baiga lived a semi-nomadic life and practised slash-and-burn cultivation. 

✓ Now, they are mainly dependent on minor forest produce for their livelihood. 

✓ They practice a form of shifting cultivation called, “Bewar.” 

✓ What is a Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Group (PVTG)? 

✓ PVTGs are most vulnerable among the tribal groups.Due to this factor, more developed and assertive tribal 

groups take a major chunk of the tribal development funds, because of which PVTGs need more funds 

directed for their development. 

✓ In this context, in 1975, the Government of India declared 52 tribal groups as PVTGs on the 

recommendation of Dhebar commission. 

✓ Currently, there are 75 PVTGs out of 705 Scheduled Tribes. 

✓ The PVTGs are spread over 18 states and one UT, in the country (2011 census). 

✓ Odisha has the highest number (more than 2.5 lakh) of PVTGs. 

✓ Ministry of Tribal Affairs implements a scheme in the name of ‘Development of Particularly Vulnerable 

Tribal Groups (PVTGs)’. 
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✓ It is a Centrally Sponsored Scheme having a provision of 100% Central assistance to 18 states and Union 

territory of Andaman & Nicobar Islands. 

✓ The Bharia PVTG in Madhya Pradesh was the first, followed by the Kamar tribe and now the Baiga tribe 

in Chhattisgarh. 

Q.13. Consider the following statements about Multimodal Artificial Intelligence (AI) 

 1. It refers to the integration of multiple modes of information or sensory data to facilitate human-

like reasoning and decision-making. 

 2. Gemini is a multimodal large language model being developed by OpenAI. 

 Choose the correct statement(s) 

 A) 1 only 

 B) 2 only 

 C) Both 1 and 2 

 D) Neither 1 nor 2 

  Answer : A    .   

✓ Multimodal artificial intelligence (AI) is gaining prominence as the next frontier in AI development. 

✓ Multimodal AI systems allow users to interact with AI through various means, such as images, sounds, 

videos, and text. This approach is important because it aligns more closely with how humans understand 

and interpret information from diverse sources. 

✓ Key points regarding multimodal AI: 

✓ Leading AI companies like OpenAI and Google are actively pursuing multimodal AI systems. OpenAI, 

known for GPT-3 and GPT-4, has enabled its models to understand and analyze images, and its mobile apps 

are being equipped with speech synthesis for more interactive conversations with chatbots. 

✓ Working of Multimodal Artificial Intelligence: 

✓ It involves combining different modalities such as text and images or text and audio during training. This 

enables AI systems to understand and generate content across various modalities. For example, OpenAI’s 

DALL.E model connects text and images to generate visual content based on text prompts, while GPT’s 

voice processing capabilities are rooted in Whisper, its speech-to-text translation model. 
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✓ Multimodal AI has practical applications, such as automatic image caption generation, detecting hate 

speech in memes, predicting dialogue in videos, and even potential uses in fields like medicine, autonomous 

driving, and robotics. 

✓ In medicine, multimodal AI is useful for processing complex datasets from sources like CT scans 

Q.14. Red-rumped Hawklet, a new dragonfly species has been discovered in whcih of the following region? 

  A) Western Ghats 

  B) The Terai region of Bihar 

  C) Indo–Myanmar border region of Arunachal Pradesh 

  D) Eastern Ghats 

  Answer : A    .   

✓ A new dragonfly species named Red-rumped Hawklet (Epithemis wayanadensis) has been discovered in 

Wayanad, located in the Western Ghats. 

✓ DNA analysis was conducted to validate the discovery.  

✓ A significant 12% genetic difference was observed, confirming the distinctiveness of this species. This is the 

first instance of an Indian dragonfly being documented with genetic evidence supporting morphological 

differences. 

✓ The Red-rumped Hawklet was found in shrubs along a shaded streamside marsh in Wayanad's forested 

terrain, as well as parts of the Nilgiri Coorg landscapes within the Western Ghats 

Q.15. Consider the following with respect to ‘International Telecommunication Union (ITU)’ 

 1. It is the United Nations specialized agency for information and communication technologies. 

 2. It was established in 1947 as International Telegraph Union. 

 ITU’s membership includes Member States, companies, universities, and international and regional 

organizations. 

 Select the correct statement(s) 

 A) 1 and 2 only 

 B) 2 and 3only 

 C) 1 and 3 only 

 D) All the above 
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  Answer : C    .   

✓ The Elon Musk vs Mukesh Ambani battle on whether to auction or allocate satellite spectrum has attracted 

intervention from the Prime Minister’s Office (PMO). 

✓ About Satellite Spectrum:      

✓ The Satellite or orbit spectrum is a segment of radio spectrum made available when satellites are placed into 

orbit. 

✓ This spectrum is part of the broader radio frequency spectrum, which encompasses all electromagnetic 

frequencies used for various wireless communications and broadcasting purposes. 

✓ This spectrum is a limited resource for every country, utilised by firms to implement satellite broadcasting, 

communication satellites, and weather satellite services. 

✓ This spectrum is divided into many different frequency bands. The choice of bands depends on many factors, 

including the specific applications. 

✓ Satellites generally transmit on a frequency between 1.5 and 51.5 gigahertz (a gigahertz, or GHz, equals one 

billion hertz). High-speed broadband operates at the higher end of the spectrum. 

✓ The International Telecommunication Union, or ITU, is the United Nations institution that coordinates the 

allocation of frequencies globally. 

✓ The ITU has allocated parts of this spectrum range to specific categories of services, and has identified those 

frequencies best suited for transmissions via satellite. 

✓ Key Facts about International Telecommunication Union (ITU): 

✓ It is the United Nations specialized agency for information and communication technologies. 

✓ It is an intergovernmental organization that coordinates between governments and private sector bodies 

with respect to global telecommunication and information communication technology (ICT) services. 

✓ It was established in 1865 as International Telegraph Union. 

✓ In 1947 the ITU became a specialized agency of the United Nations. 

✓ Headquarters: Geneva, Switzerland. 

✓ Membership: It has a membership of 193 countries 

✓ India and ITU: India has been an active member of the ITU since 1869 and has been a regular member of 

the ITU Council since 1952. 
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Q.16. With reference to ‘International Big Cat Alliance (IBCA)’, consider the following statements 

 1. Statement 1- It was launched by India, for the conservation of seven big cats. 

 2. Statement 2- It is open for all member countries in the United Nations. 

 Which one of the following is correct in respect of the above statements? 

 A) Both Statement-I and Statement-II are correct and Statement II is the correct explanation for 

Statement-I 

 B) Both Statement-I and Statement-II are correct and Statement II is not the correct explanation for 

Statement-I 

  C) Statement-I is correct but statement II is incorrect 

  D) Statement -I is incorrect but Statement -II is correct 

  Answer : C    .   

✓ Tanzanian President recently conveyed approval to join flagship Indian programs like the International Big 

Cat Alliance (IBCA). 

✓ About International Big Cat Alliance (IBCA): 

✓ It was launched by India on April 9, 2023, for the conservation of seven big cats, namely Tiger, Lion, 

Leopard, Snow Leopard, Cheetah, Jaguar, and Puma harbouring our planet. 

✓ Membership: It is open to 97 'range' countries, which contain the natural habitat of these big cats, as well as 

other interested nations, international organizations, etc. 

✓ It will provide a platform for the member nations to share knowledge and expertise and extend support to 

recovery efforts in potential habitats. 

✓ Its major activities will include advocacy, partnership, knowledge e-portal, capacity building, eco-tourism, 

partnerships between expert groups, and finance tapping. 

✓ Funding: After the first five years, which will be supported by India's 'total grant assistance' of $100 million, 

the IBCA is expected to sustain itself through membership fees and contributions from bilateral and 

multilateral institutions and the private sector. 
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Q.17. With reference to ‘Global Framework for Climate Services (GFCS)’ consider the following 

statements 

 1. The goal is to unite researchers and climate information users to make informed decisions for short-

term improvement. 

 2. It was established during the COP 21 held in Paris 

 Select the INCORRECT statement(s) 

 A) 1 only B) 2 only 

 C) Both 1 and 2 D) Neither 1 nor 2 

  Answer : C    .   

✓ India is embarking on a major programme to launch its maiden national-level framework towards providing 

climate services and information. 

✓ The National Framework for Climate Services (NFCS) is spearheaded by the India Meteorological 

Department (IMD). 

✓ NFCS is based on the Global Framework for Climate Services (GFCS). 

✓ It envisions to bring a seamless working platform for users of climate information and services, and help 

decide and mitigate climate risks for key sectors — agriculture, energy, disaster management, health and 

water. 

✓ The announcement to establish a GFCS was made during the third World Climate Conference held in 

Geneva in 2009. 

✓ This framework is led by National Meteorological and Hydrological Services (NMHS) in their respective 

nations. 

Q.18. Ken-Betwa Link Project (KBLP)’ passes through which of the following protected area 

 A) Kanha Tiger reserve B) Panna Tiger reserve 

 C) Satpura National Park D) Palpur Kuno Wildlife santuary 

  Answer : B    .   

✓ The Ken-Betwa Link Project (KBLP) is the river interlinking project that aims to transfer surplus water from 

the Ken River in Madhya Pradesh (MP) to Betwa in Uttar Pradesh (UP) to irrigate the drought-prone 

Bundelkhand region. 
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✓ The region spread across the districts of two states mainly Jhansi, Banda, Lalitpur and Mahoba districts of 

UP and Tikamgarh, Panna and Chhatarpur districts of MP. 

✓ The project involves building a 77-metre tall and a 2-km wide Dhaudhan dam (to be built within Panna 

Tiger Reserve) and a 230-km canal. 

✓ Ken-Betwa is one of the 30 river interlinking projects conceived across the country. 

Q.19. With reference to ‘Atmospheric Perturbations around the Eclipse Path (APEP) mission’ consider the 

following statements 

 1. It is a mission launched by European Space Agency (ESA). 

 2. Its objective is to study the upper atmosphere during the eclipse, when there would be a sudden 

reduction in light. 

 Select the INCORRECT statement(s) 

 A) 1 only 

 B) 2 only 

 C) Both 1 and 2 

 D) Neither 1 nor 2 

  Answer : A    .   

✓ NASA is set to launch a mission called APEP to study how a solar eclipse affects the upper atmosphere. 

✓ About Atmospheric Perturbations around the Eclipse Path (APEP) mission: 

✓ The mission will involve launching of three rockets equipped with scientific instruments. 

✓ Objective: To know how the upper atmosphere will change during the eclipse, especially the moment when 

there would be a sudden reduction in light. 

✓ During an eclipse, the sudden drop in sunlight causes changes in the ionosphere, creating waves that ripple 

through this atmospheric layer. 

✓ It will measure changes in electric and magnetic fields, density, and temperature. 

✓ This launch will take place at the White Sands Missile Range in New Mexico, with a specific focus on the 

ionosphere. 

✓ According to NASA, the ionosphere's temperature and density are projected to decrease during the eclipse, 

resulting in a wave-like disturbance that has the potential to disrupt GPS and other satellite communications 
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Q.1. Kanwar Lake is located in which part of India ? 

 A) Rajasthan B) Jammu & Kashmir 

 C) Chhattisgarh D) Bihar 

  Answer : D   .     

Q.2. The Asian Hockey Federation is headquartered in __. 

 A) Dubai, United Arab Emirates B) Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia 

 C) Vienna, Austria D) New York, United States 

  Answer : B    . 

Q.3. Kamlang Tiger Reserve is situated in which Indian state? 

 A) Andhra Pradesh B) Arunachal Pradesh 

 C) Sikkim D) Odisha 

  Answer : B   .   

Q.4. In which part of India is the Sirohi National Park located? 

 A) Goa B) West Bengal 

 C) Ladakh D) Manipur 

  Answer : D    .   

Q.5. What is the currency of South Africa? 

 A) Zloty B) Kyat 

 C) Rand D) Sol 

  Answer : C   .   

Q.6. Where is the Ujjivan Small Finance Bank headquartered ? 

 A) Bengaluru B) Noida 

 C) New Delhi D) Chennai 

  Answer : A   .   
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Q.7. Maharaja Bir Bikram Airport is located in which of these states? 

 A) Tripura B) Sikkim 

 C) Nagaland D) Arunachal Pradesh 

  Answer : A   . 

Q.8. Merdeka Cup is associated with which of these sports? 

 A) Tennis B) Football 

 C) Cricket D) Hockey 

  Answer : B   . 

Q.9. The Indian folk dance Tertali or teratali has its origin from which state? 

 A) Punjab B) Haryana 

 C) Madhya Pradesh D) Gujarat 

  Answer : C   . 

Q.10. The Vivekananda Yuba Bharati Krirangan is a stadium based in which of these place? 

 A) Kolkata B) New Delhi 

 C) Patna D) Bhubaneswar 

  Answer : A   . 
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