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Q.1. With reference to the PM-eBus Sewa Scheme, consider the following statements: 

 1. Under the Scheme, 10,000 e-buses will be deployed across cities in the country. 

 2. City bus operations will be done on a Public-Private Partnership (PPP) model. 

 3. It will cover cities with a population of one million and above only. 

 How many of the statements given above are correct? 

 A) Only one B) Only two 

 C) All three D) None 

  Answer : B   .   

✓ Union Housing and Urban Affairs Minister recently said that the Ministry has floated tenders for procuring 

buses under the PM-eBus Sewa scheme. 

✓ About PM-eBus Sewa Scheme: 

✓ Under the PM-eBus Sewa Scheme, 10,000 e-buses will be deployed across cities in the country. 

✓ The scheme was introduced to give a push to the slow adoption of e-buses in public transport. 

✓ Support for Operation: 

✓ Under this scheme, city bus operations will be done on a Public Private Partnership (PPP) model. 

✓ This scheme will support bus operations for 10 years. 

✓ States/Cities shall be responsible for running the bus services and making payments to the bus operators. 

✓ The Central Government will support these bus operations by providing subsidies to the extent specified in 

the proposed scheme. 

✓ Funding: 

✓ It has been allocated a total funding of Rs 57,613 crore. 

✓ Out of this financial provision, the central government will contribute Rs 20,000 crore, while 

the remaining portion will be covered by the state governments. 

✓ Coverage: It will cover cities with a population of 300,000 and above and will include all the capital cities 

of the ‘Union Territories, North Eastern Region, and Hill States’. 
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✓ There are two segments of the scheme: Augmenting the city bus services and Associated Infrastructure, and 

Green Urban Mobility initiatives. 

✓ Augmenting the city bus services and Associated Infrastructure: Under this segment, the scheme will 

augment city electric bus operations by extending Central Assistance (CA) for 10,000 electric bus operation 

on Public Private Partnership (PPP) model, bus depots and behind-the-meter power infrastructure. 

✓ Green Urban Mobility Initiatives (GUMI): Under this segment, the scheme will support the 

implementation of GUMI projects for complementing bus services and demonstrating a reduction in 

Greenhouse Gas (GHG) emissions in urban areas 

Q.2. Which country is set to become the world’s largest producer of lentil (masoor) during the 2023-24 

crop years on account of higher acreage? 

 A) China 

 B) USA 

 C) India 

 D) France  

  Answer : C    .   

✓ India’s lentil production set to touch all-time high. 

✓ India is set to become the world’s largest producer of lentil (masoor) during the 2023-24 crop years on 

account of higher acreage. 

✓ The country's masur (lentil) production is estimated to touch an all-time high of 1.6 million tonnes in the 

2023-24 rabi season on higher acreage 

✓ About Lentil: 

✓ It is a valuable human food, mostly consumed as dry seeds. 

✓ In India, it’s mostly consumed as ‘Dal’ by removal of outer skin and separation of cotyledons. 

✓ Lentil is also called as Masur and Malka (bold seeded). 

✓ Temperature: The optimum temperature for growth is 18-30C. Its range of cultivation extends to an altitude 

of 3,500 m in north-west hills. 

✓ According to Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), the world top lentil growers in 2022 were Canada, 

India, Australia, Turkey and Russia. 
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✓ Despite being the second largest producer of lentil, India has so far been importing mainly from Australia, 

Canada, Russia, Singapore, and Turkey. 

Q.3. Which defence force will observe 2024 as the “Year of Technology Absorption”? 

 A) Indian Navy B) Indian Army 

 C) Indian Air Force D) Indian Coast Guard 

  Answer : B   .   

✓ The year 2024 will be observed as the “Year of Technology Absorption” by the Indian Army. 

✓ This theme underscores our commitment to leverage technology as a catalyst for transformative change, as 

well as to utilise in-house expertise to innovate solutions to our operational and logistic requirements and 

give shape to these projects in collaboration with the domestic defence industry. 

✓ The Indian Army personnel are being trained to leverage technology and exploit the cyber domain effectively 

through institutionalised, procedural and technological measures. 

✓ Project SAMBHAV is an end-to-end, secure, network-agnostic mobile ecosystem to provide secure 

communication with instant connectivity on the move. 

✓ Operating on state-of-the-art contemporary 5G technology, it represents a significant leap forward in India’s 

defence capability 

Q.4. Indian Bank has launched an ‘Indian Bank One co-branded credit card’ with which entity? 

 A) FPL Technologies B) Coforge 

 C) Inspirisys D) Onward Technologies 

  Answer : A   .   

✓ Indian Bank has launched an ‘Indian Bank One co-branded credit card’ with FPL Technologies. 

✓ Leveraging the Visa and RuPay platforms, these cards will be issued by Indian Bank and managed by FPL 

Technologies. 

✓ The Indian Bank One co-branded credit card boasts of international validity with a 1% forex fee and aims 

to offer a range of features tailored to the diverse needs of digitally savvy Indian consumers. 

✓ Indian Bank 

✓ Founded : 1907 

✓ Headquarters : Chennai, Tamil Nadu 

✓ MD & CEO : Shanti Lal Jain 
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Q.5. Tshering Tobgay has become prime minister for a second time in which country? 

 A) Vietnam B) Maldives 

 C) Thailand D) Bhutan 

  Answer : D   .   

✓ Bhutan’s Tshering Tobgay becomes PM for second time 

✓ Tobgay, head of the liberal People’s Democratic Party (PDP), who served as prime minister of the 

Himalayan kingdom from 2013 to 2018, won 30 of 47 seats 

✓ Bhutan 

✓ Capital : Thimphu 

✓ Currency : Ngultrum 

✓ Prime Minister : Tshering Tobgay 

Q.6. Who has been appointed as the Representative of the United States on the Executive Board of the 

World Health Organization (WHO)? 

 A) Vivek Murthy B) Kiran Ahuja 

 C) Neera Tanden D) Sonia Aggarwal 

  Answer : A   .   

✓ President Joe Biden has reappointed Indian American Surgeon General Vivek Murthy to serve as 

Representative of the United States on the Executive Board of the World Health Organization (WHO). 

Q.7. Saqqara, recently seen in the news, is located in which one of the following countries? 

 A) Israel B) Saudi Arabia 

 C) Kazakhstan D) Egypt   

  Answer : D   .   

✓ Archaeologists in Egypt recently unearthed tombs containing mummy masks and a 'god of silence' statue at 

Saqqara. 

✓ About Saqqara: 

✓ It is part of the necropolis (burial place)of the ancient Egyptian city of Memphis. 

✓ It is located on the western bank of the Nile,40 kilometers south of Cairo, the capital of Egypt. 

✓ Saqqara’s name derives from the name of the burial god Sokar. 

✓ It was an active burial ground for more than 3500 years and is Egypt’s largest archaeological site. 
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✓ Sakkara is best known for the Step Pyramid, the oldest of Egypt's 97 pyramids. 

Q.8. Consider the following statements regarding the Himalayan Wolf: 

 1. It is genetically adapted to live in hypoxic conditions.  

 2. It is categorized as critically endangered species under the IUCN Red List. 

 Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 A) 1 only B) 2 only 

 C) Both 1 and 2 D) Neither 1 nor 2 

  Answer : A    .   

✓ Himalayan Wolf has been assessed for the first time in the International Union for Conservation of Nature 

(IUCN)’s Red List and categorised as ‘Vulnerable’. 

✓ About Himalayan Wolf: 

✓ The Himalayan Wolf (Canis lupus chanco), a prominent lupine predator found across the Himalayas. 

✓ Distribution: 

✓ In China, the Himalayan wolf lives on the Tibetan Plateau in the provinces of Gansu, Qinghai, Tibet, and 

western Sichuan. 

✓ In northern India, it occurs in the Union Territory of Ladakh and in the Lahaul and Spiti region in 

northeastern Himachal Pradesh 

✓ Conservation status 

✓ IUCN: Vulnerbale 

✓ CITES: Appendix I 

✓ Wildlife Protection Act, 1972: Schedule I 

Q.9. Consider the following statements regarding the Cape Verde: 

 1. It is located to the west coast of Africa. 

 2. It is certified as Malaria free country by the World Health Organization. 

 Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 A) 1 only B) 2 only 

 C) Both 1 and 2 D) Neither 1 nor 2 

  Answer : C    .   
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✓ World Health Organization (WHO) has certified Cabo Verde (also known as Cape Verde) as a malaria-free 

country. 

✓ Cabo Verde has become the third country to acquire the status in the global health organisation’s African 

region. The country has now joined Mauritius and Algeria, who were certified in 1973 and 2019, 

respectively. 

✓ About Cabo Verde 

✓ It is also known as Cape Verde which comprises a group of islands that lie off the west coast of Africa. 

✓ Capital: Praia 

✓ Currency : Cape Verdean escudo (CVE) 

✓ World Health Organization (WHO)  

✓ Formation : 7 April 1948 

✓ Headquarters : Geneva, Switzerland 

✓ First President : Andrija Štampar 

✓ Director General : Tedros Adhanom (Ethiopia) 

✓ Deputy Director General : Soumya Swaminathan (Indian) 

✓ Member Countries : 194. 

Q.10. Consider the following statements regarding the Thirty Meter Telescope (TMT) project: 

 1. It is located on the island of Hawaii. 

 2. It is an optical and infrared telescope which enables observations into deep space. 

 Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 A) 1 only B) 2 only 

 C) Both 1 and 2 D) Neither 1 nor 2  

  Answer : C    .   

✓ Recently, an official delegation from the Department of Science and Technology visited Mauna Kea to 

discuss “challenges” to the Thirty Meter Telescope (TMT) project. 

✓ About Thirty Meter Telescope (TMT): 

✓ It has been conceived as a 30-metre diameter primary-mirror optical and infrared telescope that will enable 

observations into deep space. 

✓ It is proposed as a joint collaboration involving institutions in the S., Japan, China, Canada, and India. 
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✓ It will be the world’s most advanced and capable ground-based optical, near-infrared, and mid-infrared 

observatory. 

✓ Location: Mauna Kea, an inactive volcano on the island of Hawai’i in the United States. 

✓ Indian contribution. 

✓ The Indian Institute of Astrophysics (IIAP) is leading the consortium of Indian institutions that are involved 

with the TMT project. 

✓ India TMT will be jointly funded by the Departments of Science and Technology and Atomic Energy 

Q.11. With reference to LiDAR, consider the following statements: 

 1. It is a remote sensing method that uses light in the form of a pulsed laser. 

 2. A topographic lidar typically uses a near-infrared laser to map the land. 

 3. It generates precise, three-dimensional data of both natural and man-made environments. 

 How many of the statements given above are correct? 

 A) Only one B) Only two 

 C) All three D) None  

  Answer : C    .   

✓ 3,000-Year-Old City Hidden In Amazon Rainforest Discovered. 

✓ A huge city hidden by the luxuriant vegetation of the Amazon rainforest was recently discovered in Ecuador 

by a LiDAR survey. 

✓ About LiDAR: 

✓ Lidar, which stands for Light Detection and Ranging, is a remote sensing method that uses light in the form 

of a pulsed laser to measure ranges (variable distances) to the Earth.  

✓ These light pulses—combined with other data recorded by the airborne system — generate precise, three-

dimensional information about the shape of the Earth and its surface characteristics. 

✓ A lidar instrument principally consists of a laser, a scanner, and a specialized GPS receiver. 

✓ LiDAR works in a similar way to Radar and Sonar yet uses light waves from a laser, instead of radio or 

sound waves. 

Q.12. When is the Indian Army Day observed? 

 A) 14 January B) 15 January 

 C) 13 January D) 12 January 
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  Answer : B    .   

✓ The Army Day in India is celebrated on 15 January every year, to salute the valiant soldiers who sacrificed 

their lives to protect the country and its citizens. 

✓ 2024 marks the 76 Indian Army Day. 

✓ Indian Army Day 2024, celebrated on January 15 in Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh. 

✓ The day is marked to commemorate the day when General (later Field Marshal) KM Carriappa took over 

the command of Army from General Sir FRR Bucher, the last British Commander-in-Chief in 1949 and 

became the first Commander-in-Chief of Indian Army post Independence. 

Q.13. In 2024, the Indian Army is observing which edition of the Army day of India? 

 A) 79th B) 73rd 

 C) 71st D) 76th 

  Answer : D    .   

✓ In 2023, the Southern Command was responsible for the parade in Bengaluru. It was the first time the Army 

Day parade was held outside the country’s capital. 

✓ Indian Army Day 2024: 

✓ This year marks the 76th Army Day. 

✓ This year, the parade will be held under the command of Army's Central Command, which is headquartered 

in Lucknow. 

✓ The theme of Indian Army Day 2024 is “In Service of the Nation”.  

✓ This year’s theme also resembles the motto of the Indian Army, “Service Before Self.” 

 

 

Q.1. RBI has extended the facility of processing of e-mandate for recurring transactions to cover Unified 

Payment Interface (UPI). What is the maximum permissible limit for a transaction under this 

arrangement? 

 A) Rs 1000 B) Rs 2000 

 C) Rs 3000 D) Rs 5000 

  Answer : B   .     
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Q.2. What is the investment cap on Voluntary Retention Route’ (VRR) for Foreign Portfolio Investors 

(FPIs) investment in debt? 

 A) Rs. 75,000 crores B) Rs. 1.5 lakh crores 

 C) Rs. 1 lakh crores D) Rs 50,000 crores 

  Answer : B    . 

Q.3. Name the mobile app launched by RBI for aiding persons with visual impairment to identify the 

denomination of Indian Banknotes? 

 A) VANI B) MONEY 

 C) MANI D) MAVI 

  Answer : C   .   

Q.4. RBI has released the National Strategy for Financial Inclusion (NSFI) for which period? 

 A) 2020-2024 B) 2019-2023 

 C) 2019-2024 D) 2020-2023 

  Answer : C    .   

Q.5. The term of the Chairman of National Bank For Agriculture And Rural Development (NABARD) is 

 A) 3 years B) 5 years 

 C) 7 years D) 2 years 

  Answer : A   .   

Q.6. The chairman of the Securities And Exchange Board Of India(SEBI) is appointed by 

 A) Government of India B) RBI 

 C) President of India D) None is Correct 

  Answer : A   .   

Q.7. When one bank borrow money from another bank(for one day only), then it is called 

 A) Call Money B) Recall Money 

 C) Aerial Money D) Easy Money 

  Answer : A   . 
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Q.8. Who decide on the value and volume of bank notes to be printed and on what basis : 

 A) Finance Ministry B) Planning Commission 

 C) RBI D) Stock exchange 

  Answer : C   .  

Q.9. The Financial Literacy Week (FLW) is organised annually by which organisation? 

 A) Ministry of Finance B) NPCI 

 C) RBI D) SBI 

  Answer : C   . 

✓ Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has been conducting Financial Literacy Week (FLW) every year since 2016 

to propagate financial education messages on a particular theme across the country 

Q.10. LAF is a monetary policy tool which allows banks borrow money through repurchase agreements. 

Expand LAF 

 A) Lending adjustment facility B) Loan adjustment facility 

 C) Liability adjustment facility D) Liquidity adjustment facility 

  Answer : D   . 
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