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Q.1. Which bank of India has introduced the Green Rupee Term Deposit? 

 A) State Bank of India (SBI) B) HDFC Bank 

 C) ICICI Bank D) Indian Bank 

  Answer : A   .   

✓ State Bank of India (SBI) recently introduced the SBI Green Rupee Term Deposit (SGRTD) scheme to 

mobilise funds to support environment friendly initiatives and projects. 

✓ About SBI Green Rupee Term Deposit (SGRTD) Scheme: 

✓ It is an initiative of the State Bank of India (SBI)with the aim of raising money to finance environment-

friendly projects. 

✓ The deposit scheme is open to resident individuals, non-individuals, and non-resident Indian (NRI) 

customers. 

✓ The current framework permits green deposits to be denominated in rupees only. 

✓ It offers investors the flexibility to choose from three distinct tenors: 1,111 days, 1,777 days, and 2,222 days. 

✓ What is a Green Deposit? 

✓ A Green deposit is an interest-bearing deposit, received by the regulated entities (RE) for a fixed period, the 

proceeds of which are earmarked for being allocated towards green finance. 

✓ The deposits raised under the framework are covered by the Deposit Insurance and Credit Guarantee 

Corporation (DICGC). 

SBI IN NEWS 2023-24 
➢ State Bank of India (SBI) has introduced SBI Green Rupee Term Deposit (SGRTD) scheme to 

mobilise funds to support environment friendly initiatives and projects.  

➢ State Bank of India (SBI) has signed a Line of Credit (LOC) of Euro 70 million (about Rs 630 crore) 

with German development bank KfW to promote solar projects in the country.  

➢ SBI Mutual Fund got permission from the RBI to buy up to a 9.99% share in Karur Vysya Bank Ltd. 

➢ Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman inaugurates SBI branch in Sri Lanka. 

➢ State Bank of India ropes in MS Dhoni as brand ambassador. 

Aparchit 16 January English Super Current Affairs MCQ with Facts 2024 

By Aparchit Exam Warriors/Kumar Kaushal Sir 
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Q.2. Who recently launched the secure army mobile ecosystem 'SAMBHAV'? 

 A) Indian Navy  B) Indian Air Force  

 C) Indian Army  D) Indian Coast Guard  

  Answer : C    .   

✓ The Indian Army has developed an indigenously developed "end-to-end secure mobile ecosystem" with 

instant connectivity on the move, named 'SAMBHAV' (Secure Army Mobile Bharat Version).  

➢ SBI has launched a ‘Mobile Handheld Device’ as part of its financial inclusion drive in a bid to improve 

accessibility and convenience. 

➢ The tenure of State Bank of India (SBI) Chairman Dinesh Khara has been extended till August 2024. 

➢ State Bank of India has introduced a digital facility for Non-Resident Indians to effortlessly open Non-

Residential External and Non-Resident Ordinary accounts through its mobile app YONO. 

➢ State Bank of India has launched its ‘Nation First Transit Card’, a RuPay prepaid instrument under 

the National Common Mobility Card (NCMC) that can be used nationwide. 

➢ State Bank of India (SBI) has raised Rs 10,000 crore at a coupon rate of 7.54 percent through its third 

infrastructure bond issuance. 

➢ STATE BANK OF INDIA (SBI )   

➢ Founded : 1 July 1955   

➢ Headquarters : Mumbai, Maharashtra   

➢ Chairman : Dinesh Kumar Khara 

➢ Imperial Bank of India was previous name of SBI  

➢ The presidency Banks of Bengal, Bombay and Madras with merged in 1921 to Imperial Bank of India. 

➢ Tagline of State Bank of India 

➢ (1) Pure Banking Nothing Else 

➢ (2) With you all the way  

➢ (3) A bank of the common man  

➢ (4) The banker to every Indian 

➢ (5) The Nation banks on us. 

➢ It is one of the largest and oldest banks in India. 
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✓ Developed in collaboration with National Centers of Excellence of India, it is an indigenously developed 

secure, end-to-end mobile ecosystem built on 5G technology 

Q.3. 'International Camel Festival' was organized in which city of Rajasthan? 

 A) Udaipur  B) Jaisalmer  

 C) Bikaner D) Jaipur 

  Answer : C   .   

✓ International Camel Festival' was organized in Bikaner district of Rajasthan.  

✓ It started with the Heritage Walk, which started from Rampuriya Haveli and passed through the main roads 

of the city and ended at Rao Bikaji Ki Tekri.  

✓ Fairs like Desert Mahotsav (Jaisalmer), Nagaur Fair (Nagaur) and Pushkar Fair (Pushkar) are also 

organized in Rajasthan 

FESTIVAL IN NEWS 2023-24 
➢ International Camel Festival : Bikaner, Rajasthan  

➢ Chandubi Festival : Assam 

➢ International Purple Fest 2024 -  Goa 

➢ National Street Food Festival : New Delhi  

➢ Kuno Forest Festival : Madhya Pradesh  

➢ 'Shar Amartala Torgya' Festival : Arunachal Pradesh  

➢ 24th Hornbill Festival : Nagaland  

➢ Dhillo festival : Goa 

➢ India International Science Festival (IISF) 2023 : Faridabad, Haryana 

➢ Arattu festival : Kerala  

➢ Banni festival : Andhra Pradesh  

➢ Zanskar Festival : Ladakh  

➢ Indo-Latin America Cultural Festival : New Delhi  

➢ Nuakhai festival : Odisha  

➢ Nadi Utsav : Delhi  

➢ Karnataka Cultural Festival : Sri Lanka . 
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Q.4. Famous classical singer Prabha Atre, who passed away recently, belonged to which family? 

 A) Gwalior Gharana B) Patiala Gharana 

 C) Kirana Gharana D) Rampur Gharana 

  Answer : C   .   

✓ Renowned classical singer and Padma Vibhushan awardee Prabha Atre passed away at the age of 92.  

✓ Prabha Atre was associated with 'Kirana Gharana' of Hindustani classical music.  

✓ In the year 1991, he was honored with the Sangeet Natak Akademi Award and he was also honored with 

Padma Shri, Padma Bhushan, 'Rashtriya Kalidas Award' and 'Tagore Academy Ratna Award'. 

✓ 1990 – Padma Shri. 

✓ 2002 – Padma Bhushan. 

✓ 2022 – Padma Vibhushan. 

✓ Prabha Atre was an Indian classical vocalist from the Kirana gharana. She was awarded all three of the 

Padma Awards by the Government of India. 

Q.5. Kachchhi Kharek (dates), which has recently received a Geographical Indication (GI) tag, belongs to 

which state? 

 A) Andhra Pradesh B) Gujarat 

 C) Goa D) Bihar 

  Answer : B   .   

➢ Unmesha’ – International Literature Festival and ‘Utkarsh’ – Festival of Folk and Tribal Performing 

Arts : Bhopal, Madhya Pradesh 

➢ Festival of Libraries 2023 : New Delhi . 

➢ Chachin Grazing Festival : Arunachal Pradesh 

➢ Harela Festival : Uttarakhand  

➢ Bonalu Festival : Telangana  

➢ Kharchi Puja : Tripura  

➢ Palkhi festival : Maharashtra  

➢ Raja festival : Odisha 
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✓ Kachchhi Kharek, the indigenous variety of dates of Kutch, has become the second fruit of Gujarat to get a 

geographical indication (GI) tag from the Controller General of Patents, Designs and Trade Marks 

(CGPDT) of India. 

✓ About Kachchhi Kharek: 

✓ The presence of dates in Kachchh (Kutch) is believed to be around 400-500 years old. 

✓ It is believed that date palm groves along the north-western border of India have developed from the seeds 

thrown by the settlers, who used to visit Middle-East countries for Haj. 

GI TAG IN NEWS 2023-24 
➢ Kachchhi Kharek, the indigenous variety of dates of Kutch, has become the second fruit of Gujarat to 

get a geographical indication (GI) tag. 

➢ West Bengal achieves Geographical Indication tags for distinctive products, including 'Mouban' honey 

from Sunderbans, 'Prince of Rice' Black Nunia rice, and traditional Tangail, Gorod, etc. 

➢ 1. Recognition of Sunderbans Honey – ‘Mouban’ 

➢ 2. Black Nunia Rice – ‘Prince of Rice’ 

➢ 3. Distinctive Sarees – Tangail, Gorod, and Kadiyal. 

➢ As a part of the National GI Drive Mission, 'Kadiyal Sarees' of West Bengal have been granted the 

Geographical Indication (GI) tag.  

➢ Ladakh secures 4th GI tag for Sea Buckthorn. 

➢ The famous Kadaknath chicken meat from Jhabua district of Madhya Pradesh has now got a 

Geographical Indication (GI) tag. 

➢ Goan cashew (Fruit and Nut) was recently granted the geographical indication (GI) tag. 

➢ Basohli Pashmina, a more than 100-year-old traditional craft from Jammu and Kashmir's Kathua 

district, has got the Geographical Indication (GI) tag. 

➢ Tamil Nadu's Salem Sago gets GI tag. 

➢ Bhaderwah Rajmash and Sulai honey of Doda and Ramban districts of Jammu and Kashmir, have 

been granted Geographical Indication (GI) tags. 

➢ Chokuwa rice of Assam  recently earned a GI (Geographical Indication) tag for its exquisiteness. 

➢ The Matti banana variety, native to Kanniyakumari district was recently granted the Geographical 

Indication (GI) tag. 
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Q.6. Which scheme was launched by Karnataka Government for providing financial aid to unemployed 

graduates and diploma holders? 

 A) Yuva Nidhi scheme B) State Programme for Youth Development 

 C) Kaushal Vikas scheme D) Yuva Shakti Scheme 

  Answer : A   .   

✓ Karnataka Chief Minister Siddaramaiah inaugurated Yuva Nidhi, a scheme providing financial aid to 

unemployed graduates and diploma holders for two years.  

✓ The event, held in Shivamogga on Swamy Vivekananada’s birth anniversary, saw symbolic cheques 

distributed by the Chief Minister and other ministers to beneficiaries from various districts.  

✓ Administered by the Department of Skill Development, registration for the scheme began on December 26, 

attracting nearly 70,000 participants. Graduates receive ₹3,000 monthly, while diploma holders get ₹1,500. 

Q.7. Who won the gold medal in the men's 25m standard pistol event at the Asian Shooting 

Championships 2024? 

 A) Yogesh Singh      B) Vijayveer Sidhu 

 C) Om Prakash  D) Saurabh Chaudhary   

  Answer : A   .   

✓ Indian shooter Yogesh Singh won the gold medal in the men's 25 meter standard pistol event at the Asian 

Shooting Championship 2024 held in Jakarta, Indonesia.  

➢ Mushkbudji rice, which was granted the GI tag along with eight other products from Jammu and 

Kashmir. 

➢ GEOGRAPHICAL INDICATIONS (GI) :- 

➢ GI tags are issued as per the Geographical Indications of Goods (Registration and Protection) 

Act,1999. This tag is issued by the Geographical Indication Registry under the Department of Industry 

Promotion and Internal Trade, Ministry of Commerce and Industry. 

➢ Darjeeling Tea was the first Indian product to get the geographical indication tag in 2004. 

➢ The second GI tag in India was given to Aranmula Kannadi (Handicraft) which is a mirror and made 

in Kerala. 

➢ A GI is registered for an initial period of ten years, which must be renewed after 10 years. 
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✓ The Mongolian shooter won the silver medal with the same score.  

✓ Nikita Chiryukin of Kazakhstan won the bronze medal with 568 points. 

Q.8. Punganur Cow, recently seen in the news, is native to which one of the following states? 

 A) Kerala B) Odisha 

 C) Andhra Pradesh D) Bihar 

  Answer : C    .   

✓ Prime Minister was recently seen feeding several Punganur cows with fodder with his own hands at his 

residence in New Delhi. 

✓ About Punganur Cow: 

✓ Standing at just around 70-90 cm tall and weighing less than 200 kg, it is among the world’s most dwarf 

cattle breeds. 

✓ It is native to Punganur village in the Chittoor district of Andhra Pradesh. 

✓ It has high resilience to drought and can adapt to low-quality feed. 

✓ It is also prized for its milk, which boasts a higher fat content, making it ideal for producing ghee. 

Q.9. Consider the following statements regarding Astra Missile: 

 1. It is a beyond-visual-range (BVR) air-to-air missile. 

 2. It is developed by the Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO). 

 Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 A) 1 only B) 2 only 

 C) Both 1 and 2 D) Neither 1 nor 2 

  Answer : C    .   

✓ The Minister of State for Defence recently flagged off the indigenously developed Astra Missiles for supply 

to the Indian Air Force (IAF) at Bharat Dynamics in Hyderabad. 

✓ About Astra Missile: 

✓ Astra is a beyond-visual-range (BVR) air-to-air missile designed to be mounted on fighter aircraft.  

✓ It is indigenously developed by the Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) and 

manufactured by Bharat Dynamics Ltd. (BDL) for the Indian Air Force (IAF). 
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✓ The ASTRA Mk-I Weapon System, integrated with SU-30 Mk-I aircraft, is being inducted into the Indian 

Air Force (IAF). 

Q.10. Consider the following statements regarding the Kalaram Mandir: 

 1. It is located in Nashik, Maharashtra. 

 2. It is located on the banks of River Godavari. 

 Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 A) 1 only B) 2 only 

 C) Both 1 and 2 D) Neither 1 nor 2  

  Answer : C    .   

✓ Prime Minister of India visited the Kalaram Mandir on the banks of the Godavari in the Panchavati area of 

Nashik, Maharashtra. 

✓ About Kalaram temple: 

✓ The Kalaram temple derives its name from a black statue of the Lord — Kala Ram translates literally to 

“Black Ram”. 

✓ It was built in 1792 with the efforts of Sardar Rangarao Odhekar. 

✓ It is located on the banks of Godavari in the Panchavati area of the city. 

Q.11. According to which union minister’s statements, the first ‘Made In India’ Memory chip is expected 

to be produced in Gujarat in 2024? 

 A) Ashwini Vaishnaw B) Narendra Modi 

 C) Draupadi Murmu D) Nirmala Sitharaman  

  Answer : A    .   

✓ Union Electronics and IT Minister Ashwini Vaishnav said the first ‘Made In India’ Memory chip is expected 

to be produced in Gujarat this year. 

✓ Addressing a seminar on Semiconductors and Electronics at the Vibrant Gujarat Global Summit in 

Gandhinagar, the Minister said Micron’s investment in Gujarat will pave the way for creating a 

Semiconductor ecosystem in India. 

✓ The Minister also asked Semicon Giant Micron to undertake research in the semiconductor industry and set 

up a research centre at IIT Gandhinagar. 
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✓ During the summit, an MoU was exchanged between Gujarat Government and Korean company Simmtec. 

Also, partnership agreements were signed between Micron and Nantech, and Cisco and Nantec. 

Q.12. The second edition of the International AYUSH Conference and Exhibition has been inaugurated in 

which city? 

 A) London B) Dubai 

 C) Paris D) Berlin 

  Answer : B    .   

✓ The second International AYUSH Conference and Exhibition was inaugurated at the Dubai World Trade 

Centre, orchestrated by the Science India Forum and the Ministry of AYUSH. 

✓ The three-day event was dedicated to showcasing AYUSH (Ayurveda, Yoga, Unani, Siddha, Homeopathy) 

as a reliable healthcare system for preventing and managing Non-Communicable Chronic Diseases (NCDs). 

✓ The focal theme of the conference, “Non-Communicable Chronic Diseases – Prevention & Management 

through AYUSH,” aims to highlight AYUSH as a prevention-oriented and cost-effective approach to 

creating a disease-free society. 

Q.13. The government has appointed the reappointment of RBI Deputy Governor Michael Patra for how 

many years? 

 A) 1 year B) 2 years 

 C) 3 years D) 4 years 

  Answer : A    .   

✓ In 2023, the Southern Command was responsible for the parade in Bengaluru. It was the first time the Army 

Day parade was held outside the country’s capital. 

✓ Indian Army Day 2024: 

✓ This year marks the 76th Army Day. 

✓ This year, the parade will be held under the command of Army's Central Command, which is headquartered 

in Lucknow. 

✓ The theme of Indian Army Day 2024 is “In Service of the Nation”.  

This year’s theme also resembles the motto of the Indian Army, “Service Before Self.” 
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Q.14. Which nation's King Frederik X took the throne after the abdication of his mother Queen Margrethe 

II? 

 A) Denmark B) Norway 

 C) Sweden D) Poland 

  Answer : A    .   

✓ Denmark’s King Frederik X took the throne after the abdication of his mother Queen Margrethe II. 

✓ For many in Denmark, his mother Margrethe was the only monarch they had ever known. But her shock 

abdication, after more than five decades on the throne, paved the way for her son, the former Crown Prince 

Frederik, to succeed her. 

✓ About Denmark 

✓ Capital : Copenhagen 

✓ Currency : Danish krone 

✓ Prime Minist er : Mette Frederiksen 

Q.15. William Lai was elected president of which country? 

 A) North Korea B) Taiwan 

 C) South Korea D) Laos 

  Answer : B    .   

✓ William Lai, also known as Lai Ching-te, from the ruling Democratic Progressive Party (DPP) won 

Taiwan’s presidential election. 

✓ He was competing against two other candidates, including Hou Yu-ih from the conservative Kuomintang 

(KMT) and former Taipei Mayor Ko Wen-je from the Taiwan People’s Party which was only founded in 

2019. 

✓ About Taiwan 

✓ Capital :  Taipei City 

✓ Currency : New Taiwan dollar 

✓ President : William Lai 
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Q.16. Madhya Pradesh has emerged as the overall champion at the inaugural Beach Games 2024, held at 

the pristine blue flag-certified Ghoghla Beach in Diu. How many gold medals have been won by 

Madhya Pradesh in this game? 

 A) 4 B) 5 

 C) 6 D) 7 

  Answer : D    .   

✓ Madhya Pradesh has emerged as the overall champion at the inaugural Beach Games 2024, held at the 

pristine blue flag-certified Ghoghla Beach in Diu. 

✓ The landlocked state secured a staggering total of 18 medals, including an impressive haul of 7 golds, 

highlighting the depth of talent within its contingent. 

✓ The competition witnessed 1404 young athletes from 28 states and Union Territories participating in a 

diverse array of disciplines. 

✓ Maharashtra clinched 14 medals, including 3 golds, while Tamil Nadu, Uttarakhand, and hosts Dadra, 

Nagar Haveli, Diu & Daman secured 12 medals each. Notably, Assam secured 8 medals, with an impressive 

5 golds. 

✓ Lakshadweep made history by securing the gold medal in Beach Soccer.  

✓ India, endowed with some of the world’s most beautiful beaches, now has 12 with Blue Flag certification 

for cleanliness and sustainable tourism 

Q.17. When is Armed Forces Veterans Day observed? 

 A) 13 January B) 14 January 

 C) 15 January D) 16 January 

  Answer : B    .   

✓ Armed Forces Veterans Day is celebrated every year on 14th January. 

✓ The day was first celebrated in 2016. 

✓ The 14th of January is commemorated as Armed Forces Veterans Day as a mark of respect and recognition 

for the services rendered by Field Marshall KM Cariappa. 

✓ He was the first Indian Chief of the Indian Army. He retired from service on 14th January 1953. 
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Q.18. Renowned Poet Munawwar Rana passed away recently at the age of 71. He was the poet of which 

language? 

 A) Urdu B) Sanskrit 

 C) Marathi D) Bengali 

  Answer : A    .   

✓ Renowned poet Munawwar Rana passed away at the age of 71. 

✓ Born in 1952 in Rae Bareli, Munawwar Rana was awarded the Gyanpeeth Award in 2014 for ‘Shahdaba’. 

✓ His use of simple words in the poems made his works popular among the common people. 

✓ in Gujarat. Individuals from across the globe came to show off their kites 

Q.19. Which day has been declared by Prime Minister Narendra Modi to be observed as ‘National Start-up 

Day’ in India? 

 A) January 15 B) January 17 

 C) January 18 D) January 16 

  Answer : D    .   

✓ In 2022, Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi had officially declared 16 January as National Startup Day. 

✓ Under the Startup India programme, startups in the country expanded from around 400 to 1.18 lakh. 

✓ In 2024, Startup India recognized 10-18 January as Innovation Week 2024 with the theme, “Celebrating 8 

Years of Innovation.” 

✓ So far, the Indian government has given 2,977 income tax exemptions and provided 3,658 startups with 

funds under the SIDBI Fund of Funds scheme, established in 2016 with a corpus of ₹10,000 crore. 

✓ The scheme also gives capital to Alternative Investment Funds (AIFs) registered with SEBI, also called 

daughter funds. These funds invest money in startups through equity and equity-linked instruments. 

 

 

Q.1. The first Public Credit Registry (PCR) was established in which country? 

 A) USA B) Japan 

 C) China D) Germany 

  Answer : D   .     
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Q.2. What is the full form of ARC? 

 A) Amortized Reconstruction Company 

 B) Asset Reconstruction Company 

 C) Amortized Revalued Company 

 D) Asset Revaluation Company 

  Answer : B    . 

Q.3. In which year was National Centre for Financial Education (NCFE) set up? 

 A) 2012 B) 2013 

 C) 2014 D) 2015 

  Answer : B   .   

Q.4. Which of the following is not a promoter of National Centre for Financial Education (NCFE)? 

 A) RBI B) SEBI 

 C) IRDAI D) SIDBI 

  Answer : D    .   

✓ National Centre for Financial Education (NCFE) is a Section 8 (Not for Profit) Company promoted by 

Reserve Bank of India (RBI), Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI), Insurance Regulatory 

and Development Authority of India (IRDAI) and Pension Fund Regulatory and Development Authority 

(PFRDA). 

Q.5. _ are networks of issuing and acquiring banks through which payment cards of certain brand are 

processed. 

 A) Card Network B) Payment Network 

 C) NACH D) SWIFT 

  Answer : A   .   

Q.6. ___ is the rate charged to a merchant for payment processing services on debit / credit card 

transactions. 

 A) ADR B) MDR 

 C) NDR D) FDR 

  Answer : B   .   
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Q.7. Government Departments have to make ___ of their procurement from MSEs. 

 A) 25% 

 B) 10% 

 C) 50% 

 D) 75% 

  Answer : A   . 

Q.8. __ is the apex body responsible for the development of the MSME sector. 

 A) SEBI B) RBI 

 C) SIDBI D) NABARD 

  Answer : C   .  

Q.9. Which of the following is the settlement entity for TReDS? 

 A) SEBI B) SIDBI 

 C) RBI D) NPCI 

  Answer : D   . 

Q.10. In India, MSMEs are defined based on _____ in Plant and Machinery / equipment. 

 A) investment B) division 

 C) limitations D) diversification 

  Answer : A   . 
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