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APARCHIT SUPER CURRENT AFFAIRS ON YOUTUBE - 

Surprise for everyone as many students massage me, why am I not coming on 

YouTube what's is the reason behind it?   

Finally, I'm coming on YouTube and I want just your support and love as you do 

always now all the updates we will be given you on YouTube also and we are 

going to set in our current affairs sessions with amazing facts, so give your 

support and love as usual. Thank you very much India. 

 

Join Us On YouTube 

https://youtube.com/channel/UC7uM2TJZD7uI4WusttYoAIg 
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Q. Consider the following statements with reference to the INSAT-3DS: 

 1. Its objective is to carry out Oceanic observations and its environment in various spectral channels 

of meteorological importance. 

 2. It will be launched by using the Geosynchronous Launch Vehicle. 

 3. It is fully funded by the Ministry of Science and Technology. 

 How many of the above statements are correct? 

 A) Only one B) Only two 

 C) All three D) None 

  Answer : B   .   

✓ According to ISRO, The countdown for the launch of the INSAT-3DS meteorological satellite onboard a 

Geosynchronous Launch Vehicle has commenced. 

✓ About INSAT-3DS: 

✓ INSAT-3DS Satellite is a follow-on mission of Third Generation Meteorological Satellite from 

Geostationary Orbit. 

✓ It is fully funded by the Ministry of Earth Sciences (MoES). 

✓ The satellite will augment the Meteorological services along with the presently operational INSAT-3D and 

INSAT-3DR satellites. 

✓ The primary objectives of the mission are: 

✓ To monitor Earth’s surface, carry out Oceanic observations and its environment in various spectral channels 

of meteorological importance. 

✓ To provide the vertical profile of various meteorological parameters of the Atmosphere. 

✓ To provide the Data Collection and Data Dissemination capabilities from the Data Collection Platforms 

(DCPs). 

✓ To provide Satellite Aided Search and Rescue services. 

✓ Weight: 2,274 kg. 

✓ Orbit: Geosynchronous Transfer Orbit (GTO). 

✓ It will be launched by using the Geosynchronous Launch Vehicle (GSLV-F14). 

Aparchit February 3rd Week English Best 350+ MCQs with Amazing Facts 
By :- Aparchit Exam Warriors/Kumar Kaushal Sir 
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ISRO IN NEWS 2023-24 
➢ Vyommitra(Woman Robot Astronaut) is going to fly into Space ahead of ISRO’s “Gaganyaan” 

Mission 

➢ ISRO has completed all key tests on Insat-3DS satellite before the final review which will be followed 

by its shipping to the spaceport in Srihari Kota, Andhra Pradesh. 

➢ Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) launched the PSLV-C58 X-ray Polarimeter Satellite 

(XPoSat) mission. 

➢ Indian Space Research Organization (ISRO) is planning to send Indian astronauts to the moon for the 

first time by 2040. 

➢ ISRO’s Next Moon Mission in Collaboration with Japan Gathers Steam. This mission, called 

LUPEX, or Lunar Polar Exploration, is slated for 2024-25. 

➢ Centre has approved the establishment of a new spaceport in Kulasekarapattinam, Tamil Nadu for 

carrying out the launches of the Small Satellite Launch Vehicles (SSLV) developed by the ISRO. 

➢ ISRO has announced a new online training programme for post-graduate and final-year 

undergraduate students of physical sciences and technology. The programme is called Space Science 

and Technology Awareness Training (START) . 

➢ ISRO will launch Singapore's TeLEOS-2 satellite using the Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle (PSLV) 

from the Satish Dhawan Space Center in Sriharikota. 

➢ Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) 

➢ Founded : 15 August 1969 

➢ HQ : Bengalore, Karnataka 

➢ Founder / 1st Chairman : Vikram Sarabhai  

➢ 10th Chairman : S Somanath 

➢ Aryabhata India's first satellites Launched on 19 April 1975. 

➢ GSAT-1 India's first commercial satellite. 

➢ SLV-3 was India's first experimental satellite launch vehicle. 

➢  Ariane Passenger PayLoad Experiment, (APPLE) first communication satellite in India  19 June 

1981. 

➢ Udupi Ramachandra Rao : satellite Man of India 
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Q. With reference to the Young Scientist Programme (YUVIKA), consider the following statements: 

 1. It is a residential programme offered by the Ministry of Science and Technology (MoST). 

 2. It is available only to graduate students. 

 3. Three students from each State/Union Territory will participate in the programme every year. 

 How many of the statements given above are correct? 

 A) Only one B) Only two 

 C) All three D) None 

  Answer : A    .   

✓ The Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) is set to conduct its special 'Young Scientist Programme' 

or 'YUVIKA' for school children. 

✓ About Young Scientist Programme (YUVIKA): 

✓ "Young Scientist Programme", or "YUva VIgyani KAryakram" YUVIKA, is a learning and awareness 

creating programme of the ISROto impart basic knowledge on Space Technology, Space Science, and Space 

Applications toyounger students with a preference to rural areas. 

✓ The programme is aimed at creating awareness about the emerging trends in science and technology 

amongst the youngsters, who are the future building blocks of our nation. ISRO has chalked out this 

programme to "Catch them young". 

✓ The programme is also expected to encourage more students to pursue Science, Technology, Engineering 

and Mathematics (STEM) based research /career. 

✓ Eligibility: 

✓ Those who have finished class 8 and are currently studying in class 9 can apply for the programme. 

✓ Three students from each state/Union Territory will participate in this programme every year, covering 

CBSE, ICSE, and state-board syllabus. 

✓ The selection is based on 8th Standard academic performance and extracurricular activities. 

✓ Students belonging to the rural area have been given special weightage in the selection criteria. 

Q. In which state was the foundation stone of 'Komuraveli Railway Station' laid recently? 

 A) Telangana B) Madhya Pradesh 

 C) Assam D) Rajasthan 

  Answer : A   .   
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✓ Union Tourism Minister G Kishan Reddy and Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister Mohan Yadav laid the 

foundation stone of Komuraveli Railway Station in Siddipet district of Telangana state. Komuravelly village 

is famous for the famous Komuravelly Mallikarjuna Swamy Temple.  

✓ Every year about 25 lakh people from four different states come to visit the temple 

Q. Consider the following statements regarding the SOFIA project: 

 1. It is a telescope mounted on an aircraft that studied infrared light emitted by objects in the universe.  

 2. It is operated jointly by Russia and India. 

 Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 A) 1 only 

 B) 2 only 

 C) Both 1 and 2 

 D) Neither 1 nor 2 

  Answer : A   .   

✓ Scientists recently detected water molecules on the surface of two asteroids for the first time ever, using the 

data from NASA's now-retired SOFIA airborne observatory. 

✓ About SOFIA (Stratospheric Observatory for Infrared Astronomy): 

✓ SOFIA was a telescope mounted on a Boeing 747 SP aircraft that studied infrared light, essentially heat, 

emitted by objects in the universe.  

✓ SOFIA is operated jointly by NASA and the German space agency. 

✓ It is the world's largest airborne astronomical observatory, complementing NASA’s space telescopes as well 

as major Earth-based telescopes. 

✓ The observatory, fitted with a 8.9-foot-wide (2.7 meter) telescope with a nearly 20-ton mirror, used a door 

in the side of the aircraft to peer at the sky. 

✓ Flying into the stratosphere at 38,000-45,000 feet put SOFIA above 99 percent of Earth’s infrared-blocking 

atmosphere, allowing astronomers to study the solar system and beyond in ways that are not possible with 

ground-based telescopes.  

✓ SOFIA could observe the universe in the widest range of infrared light. 

✓ The SOFIA project was prematurely ended in 2022 after operating for 12 years 
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NASA IN NEWS 2023-24 
➢ American space agency NASA has discovered a “super-Earth” planet, dubbed TOI-715 b, that could 

potentially support life. It is located 137 light-years away and was found by NASA’s planet-hunting 

Transiting Exoplanet Survey Satellite (TESS) mission. 

➢ NASA Re-Establishes Contact With Ingenuity Helicopter On Mars After Outage   

➢ NASA has invited people to send their names to the surface of the Moon aboard the agency’s first 

robotic lunar rover VIPER – short for Volatiles Investigating Polar Exploration Rover. 

➢ NASA is gearing up to enhance our understanding of Earth’s atmosphere with the upcoming 

Plankton, Aerosol, Cloud, Ocean Ecosystem (PACE) mission, scheduled for launch in early 2024. 

➢ NASA renames mission going to asteroid Apophis after returning rocks from Bennu.  

➢ About OSIRIS-APEX:  

➢ It is a mission to study the physical changes to asteroid Apophis that will result from its rare close 

encounter with Earth in April 2029. 

➢ A NASA experiment on the Psyche spacecraft has beamed back a near-infrared laser that contains test 

data from almost 16 million kilometres away. 

➢ 16 Psyche:  

➢ It is currently orbiting the Sun between Mars and Jupiter. 

➢ NASA is set to launch the Atmospheric Waves Experiment (AWE) to study ‘airglow’ to understand 

space weather. 

➢ NASA's James Webb Telescope recently discovered a new exoplanet named ‘Wasp-107b’, which is 

the size of Jupiter. 

➢ NASA's Lucy spacecraft successfully completed its first flyby of an asteroid named Dinkinesh.  

➢ About Lucy Mission:  

➢ It is a first-of-its-kind mission of NASA that will explore Jupiter’s elusive Trojan asteroids. 

➢ National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) launched a sounding rocket as part of its 

INFUSE mission. 

➢ NASA's Subsurface Water Ice Mapping (SWIM) project released its fourth set of maps. 

➢ NISAR is a Low Earth Orbit (LEO) observatory jointly developed by NASA and ISRO. 

➢ National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA)  

➢ Founded : 1958 
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Q. How much was the annual grant increased to under 'Mukhyamantri Kanya Sumangala Yojana' in 

Uttar Pradesh? 

 A) Rs 25,000 B) Rs 30,000 

 C) Rs 35,000 D) Rs 40,000 

  Answer : A   .   

✓ Uttar Pradesh Women's Welfare Department announced a substantial increase in the grant under 

'Mukhyamantri Kanya Sumangala Yojana' on the orders of Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath. From this 

April, the annual grant per beneficiary has been increased from Rs 15,000 to Rs 25,000.  

✓ Launched in the year 2019, Mukhyamantri Kanya Sumangala Yojana is a major initiative of the Women 

Welfare Department in Uttar Pradesh. 

Q. Which Union Minister inaugurated 'BSE Expo-2024'? 

 A) S Jaishankar B) Piyush Goyal 

 C) Jyotiraditya Scindia D) Anurag Singh Thakur 

  Answer : D   .   

✓ Information and Broadcasting Minister Anurag Singh Thakur inaugurated the BSE Expo-2024, the 28th 

conference on Broadcast and Media Technology organized by the Broadcast Engineering Society (India). 

On this occasion, he said that India is going to become the center of broadcasting sector. 

Q. Pranam Wahi has been appointed as an additional independent director of which bank for four years? 

 A) Axis Bank B) Yes Bank 

 C) HDFC Bank D) ICICI Bank 

  Answer : A   .   

✓ The Board of Directors of Axis Bank has appointed Pranam Wahi as an additional independent director of 

the bank for four years. 

✓ This appointment is subject to approval of shareholders. 

➢ Headquarters : Washington, D.C 

➢ Administrator : Bill Nelson 
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✓ A Chartered Accountant by qualification, Wahi has over 40 years of banking experience across various 

countries, including India, the United Arab Emirates / GCC, Indonesia, and Singapore, per the Bank’s 

regulatory filing. 

✓ Wahi began his career with HSBC in 1982 where he was part of various functions and corporate banking 

within the HSBC Group in India. 

✓ Wahi subsequently joined DBS as CEO India in April 2004. His last position was Managing Director, Senior 

Risk Executive, DBS Indonesia, before retiring in 2023 

AXIS BANK IN NEWS 2023-24 
➢ Axis Bank has appointed Pranam Wahi as an additional independent director of the bank for four 

years. 

➢ Axis Bank signed MoU with IRMA to promote financial inclusion and literacy in India. 

➢ Axis Bank and Fibe Partner to launch India’s First Numberless Credit Card. 

➢ Axis Bank Launched ‘NEO For Business’ Banking Platform For MSMEs. 

➢ Axis Bank Introduces ‘Infinity Savings Account’ with Zero Domestic Transaction Fees. 

➢ Axis Bank partners with RBI Innovation Hub to launch Kisan Credit cards. 

➢ Axis Bank Partners with Kiwi to Bolster ‘Credit on UPI’ on RuPay Credit Cards. 

➢ Axis Bank has launched the ‘one-view’ feature on its mobile application which enables account 

management across multiple bank accounts. 

➢ Axis Bank has appointed NS Vishwanathan, former deputy governor of the Reserve Bank of India, as 

non-executive chairman. 

➢ Axis Bank launches Digital Onboarding platform ‘Sarathi’ for POS Terminals. 

➢ Axis Bank and India Shelter Finance Corporation ltd announce strategic partnership under the co-

lending model. 

➢ Axis Bank completes deal to buy Citibank’s India consumer business. 

➢ Axis Bank Partners with OPEN to Launch a Fully Digital Current Account. 

➢ AXIS BANK 

➢ Founded : 1993 

➢ HQ : Mumbai, Maharashtra 

➢ Chairman : Rakesh Makhija 
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Q. The Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology (MeitY) in collaboration with the National 

Institute of Electronics and IT (NIELIT) will host the Future Skills Summit in which city? 

 A) Bengaluru B) Hyderabad 

 C) Mumbai D) Guwahati 

  Answer : D    .   

✓ The Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology (MeitY) in collaboration with the National 

Institute of Electronics and IT (NIELIT) will host the Future Skills Summit in Guwahati. 

✓ The event will be inaugurated by Union Minister of State for Electronics and IT, Rajeev Chandrasekhar. 

✓ The Summit aims to bring together young Indians, thought leaders, industry experts, policymakers, 

educators, and technology enthusiasts to discuss strategies for catalyzing future-ready talent for India and 

the world. 

✓ The Summit will focus on the impact of rapid digitization globally, emphasizing new opportunities for young 

Indians in cutting-edge technologies such as Artificial Intelligence (AI), Machine Learning (ML), 

Semiconductors, Robotics, and Cybersecurity. 

Q. Which bank has won seven awards in various categories in the ‘19th Banking Technology 

Conference, Expo & Citations 2023’ by the Indian Banks Association (IBA) in Mumbai? 

 A) City Union Bank B) Union Bank of India 

 C) Karur Vyasya Bank  D)Union Bank of India 

  Answer : A    .   

✓ Old private sector lender City Union Bank (CUB) has won seven awards in various categories in the ‘19th 

Banking Technology Conference, Expo & Citations 2023’ by the Indian Banks Association (IBA) in 

Mumbai. 

✓ The awards aim at recognising the best technology providers in the banking industry and instill competition 

to demonstrate their state-of-the-art innovative products, and sense of purpose and bring huge value addition 

in Best Practices for serving the bank’s clientele. 

➢ MD & CEO : Amitabh Chaudhary 

➢ Tagline : Badhti Ka naam Zindagi 
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✓ Along with his technology team, N Kamakodi, MD & CEO of City Union Bank received the awards from 

RBI’s Deputy Governor T Rabi Sankar 

Q. Which company has collaborated with the National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI) to roll 

out the ‘Credit Lines on UPI’ feature on its platform, which will create avenues of financial security 

and growth for the merchants? 

 A) GooglePay B) Paytm 

 C) BHIM D) PayU 

  Answer : D    .   

✓ Payments solution provider, PayU has collaborated with National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI) 

for rolling out of the ‘Credit Lines on UPI’ feature on its platform, which will create avenues of financial 

security and growth for the merchants. 

✓ The company anticipates over 380 million UPI users to gain easier access to Credit Line. 

✓ The enablement of pre-sanctioned Credit Lines by banks through UPI will empower businesses and 

consumers alike, fostering India’s financial inclusion agenda. 

✓ As part of integration, PayU will share information about the relevant identifiers related to the type of credit 

the consumer has undertaken, such as pay-later, personal loans, etc. 

Q. The 16th conference of the World Social Forum (WSF) 2024 commenced in which city? 

 A) Kathmandu B) New Delhi 

 C) Bengaluru D) Hyderabad 

  Answer : A    .   

✓ The 16th conference of the World Social Forum (WSF) 2024 commenced in Kathmandu. 

✓ The five-day WSF 2024 under the “Another World is Possible” banner aims to open horizontal exchange 

among civil society organisations, social movements, trade unions and individuals opposing neoliberal 

globalisation. 

✓ The participants of the march carried banners and placards with slogans in support of justice, peace, equality 

and an end to discrimination. 

Q. Who has been appointed as the Managing Director of Boeing Defence India (BDI)? 

 A) Nikhil Joshi B) Aman Sharma 

 C) Rajnish Kumar D) Rajendra Singh 
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  Answer : A    .   

✓ US aerospace major Boeing has appointed Nikhil Joshi as managing director of Boeing Defence India (BDI). 

✓ Based in New Delhi, Joshi will lead current and future programmes for BDI to enhance the mission 

readiness and modernisation of India’s defence forces. 

✓ Joshi has more than 25 years of aerospace and defence industry experience, including over two decades of 

service with the Indian armed forces in the aviation branch of the Indian Navy. 

Q. Virendra Bansal has been appointed as the new MD & CEO of which of the following? 

 A) RuPay B) SEBI 

 C) SIDBI D) SBI Capital Markets 

  Answer : D    .   

✓ SBI Capital Markets (SBICAPS), a wholly owned subsidiary and investment banking arm of the State Bank 

of India has appointed Virendra Bansal as its Managing Director and Chief Executive Officer. 

✓ He replaces Rajay Kumar Sinha, who has been appointed as the Whole Time Member (Finance and 

Investment) of the Insurance Regulatory and Development Authority of India (IRDAI) for a period of three 

years. 

✓ Prior to this appointment, Bansal was Country Head for the US Operations of SBI, which included its offices 

in New York, Chicago, Los Angeles, and Sao Paulo 

Q. With reference to the ‘Electoral bonds’, which of the following statements are correct? 

 1. Electoral bonds are an instrument through which anyone can donate money to political parties. 

 2. SBI is the only authorised bank to issue electoral bonds. 

 3. An electoral bond will be valid for 15 days from the date of issuance 

 Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

 A) 1 and 2 only B) 2 and 3 only 

 C) 1 and 3 only D) 1, 2 and 3 

  Answer : D    .   

✓ The Supreme Court has declared the electoral bonds scheme as “unconstitutional,” stating that anonymous 

corporate contributions to political parties are “violative of the right to information.” 

✓ The decision was announced by a bench led by Chief Justice of India DY Chandrachud. 
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✓ The verdict underscores the importance of transparency in political funding and upholding the right to 

information. It also reflects the judiciary’s commitment to safeguarding the principles of democracy 

✓ Key Observations and Directions from the Bench 

✓ The Supreme Court has found the Electoral Bonds Scheme, along with certain provisions of the Income Tax 

Act and Finance Act 2015, to be violative of Article 19(1)(a) of the Constitution. 

✓ The issuing bank, State Bank of India (SBI), has been directed to cease issuing electoral bonds immediately. 

✓ SBI is required to provide details of the political parties that have received electoral bonds, including 

particulars such as purchase dates, purchaser names, and bond denominations, to the Election Commission 

(EC) by March 6. 

✓ Additionally, SBI must disclose details of each encashed bond. 

✓ What is Electoral Bonds? 

✓ Electoral bonds are bearer instruments that function as interest-free banking instruments and promissory 

notes. 

✓ They can be purchased by Indian citizens or Indian-incorporated bodies in denominations of Rs 1,000, Rs 

10,000, Rs 1,00,000, Rs 10,00,000, and Rs 1,00,00,000 from specified SBI branches. 

✓ These bonds are available for purchase for a limited period in January, April, July, and October, with an 

additional 30-day period specified by the Central Government in the year of the General election to the 

House of People. 

✓ The Electoral Bonds Scheme was introduced in 2017 through a Finance bill and implemented in 2018 

✓ SBI is the only authorised bank to issue electoral bonds. 

✓ An electoral bond will be valid for 15 days from the date of issuance. No payment would be made to any 

political party if the bond is deposited after expiry of the validity period, the statement said. 

SBI IN NEWS 2023-24 
➢ LIC emerged as the most valued Indian PSU firm, surpassing SBI. 

➢ State Bank of India (SBI) has signed a Line of Credit (LOC) of Euro 70 million (about Rs 630 crore) 

with German development bank KfW to promote solar projects in the country.  

➢ SBI Mutual Fund got permission from the RBI to buy up to a 9.99% share in Karur Vysya Bank Ltd. 

➢ Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman inaugurates SBI branch in Sri Lanka. 

➢ State Bank of India ropes in MS Dhoni as brand ambassador. 
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Q. Prime Minister Narendra Modi has inaugurated the first Hindu temple in the United Arab Emirates. 

What is the name of this temple? 

 A) Birjumaharaj Akshar Purushottam Swaminarayan Sanstha Hindu Mandir 

 B) Bochasanwasi Akshar Purushottam Swaminarayan Sanstha Hindu Mandir 

 C) Bochasanwasi Annpurana Purushottam Swaminarayan Sanstha Hindu Mandir 

 D) Bochasanwasi Akshardham Swaminarayan Sanstha Hindu Mandir 

➢ SBI has launched a ‘Mobile Handheld Device’ as part of its financial inclusion drive in a bid to improve 

accessibility and convenience. 

➢ The tenure of State Bank of India (SBI) Chairman Dinesh Khara has been extended till August 2024. 

➢ State Bank of India has introduced a digital facility for Non-Resident Indians to effortlessly open Non-

Residential External and Non-Resident Ordinary accounts through its mobile app YONO. 

➢ State Bank of India has launched its ‘Nation First Transit Card’, a RuPay prepaid instrument under 

the National Common Mobility Card (NCMC) that can be used nationwide. 

➢ State Bank of India (SBI) has raised Rs 10,000 crore at a coupon rate of 7.54 percent through its third 

infrastructure bond issuance. 

➢ STATE BANK OF INDIA (SBI )   

➢ Founded : 1 July 1955   

➢ Headquarters : Mumbai, Maharashtra   

➢ Chairman : Dinesh Kumar Khara 

➢ Imperial Bank of India was previous name of SBI  

➢ The presidency Banks of Bengal, Bombay and Madras with merged in 1921 to Imperial Bank of India. 

➢ Tagline of State Bank of India 

➢ (1) Pure Banking Nothing Else 

➢ (2) With you all the way  

➢ (3) A bank of the common man  

➢ (4) The banker to every Indian 

➢ (5) The Nation banks on us. 

➢ It is one of the largest and oldest banks in India. 
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  Answer : B    .   

✓ Prime Minister Narendra Modi has inaugurated Bochasanwasi Akshar Purushottam Swaminarayan 

Sanstha (BAPS) Hindu Mandir in Abu Dhabi, the first Hindu temple in the United Arab Emirates. 

✓ The BAPS temple will be an enduring tribute to the values of harmony, peace and tolerance, which both 

India and the UAE share. 

✓ The pink sandstone temple sits on a 27-acre plot in Abu Dhabi, making it one of the largest in the Middle 

East. While Islam is the official religion of the UAE, the country is home to about 3.6 million Indian 

workers. 

Q. Armed Forces Medical Service has signed an MoU with which IIT to promote collaborative 

biomedical research? 

 A) IIT Madras B) IIT Bombay 

 C) IIT Kanpur D) IIT Roorkee 

  Answer : D    .   

✓ Armed Forces Medical Service has signed an MoU with the Indian Institute of Technology Roorkee. 

✓ The MoU aims towards promoting collaborative biomedical research, to aid in improving the combat 

medical support and patient care of serving personnel. 

✓ Under this MoU, Armed Forces Medical Services will be able to utilize the expertise of IIT Roorkee in 

various fields like, development of novel medical devices, robotics, nanotechnology, artificial intelligence 

and machine learning. 

Q. With whose collaboration has the Sikkim government launched the 'Sikkim Inspire' initiative? 

 A) NITI Aayog B) World Bank 

 C) Asian Development Bank D) World Economic Forum 

  Answer : B    .   

✓ Sikkim Chief Minister Prem Singh Tamang launched the 'Sikkim INSPIRES' initiative in the state in 

collaboration with the Government of Sikkim and the World Bank.  

✓ Its objective is to promote economic growth and inclusion.  

✓ This program will provide better economic opportunities for women and youth through training and 

employment initiatives.  
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✓ Sikkim is a northeastern Indian state, bordered by Bhutan, Tibet and Nepal. 

WORLD BANK IN NEWS 2023 
➢ World Bank provides $300 million loan to Tamil Nadu to help 21 Urban Local Bodies. 

➢ World Bank has set up a task force to study the recommendations made by the Independent Experts 

Group, formed under India’s G20 Presidency, for strengthening multilateral development banks 

(MDBs). 

➢ Commodity Markets Outlook Report is published by the World Bank in April and October, every 

year. 

➢ World Bank and Japan, have launched the Resilient and Inclusive Supply-chain Enhancement (RISE) 

initiative in Morocco. 

➢ World Bank has approved $1.5 billion in financing to accelerate India’s development of low-carbon 

energy. 

➢ World Bank has approved a substantial funding package of 700 million dollars for Sri Lanka. 

➢ World Bank has approved $391 million in financing to improve access to high-quality healthcare 

services and to economic opportunities for people in Assam and Tripura. 

➢ World Bank approves $150-million loan for Resilient Kerala programme. 

➢ World Bank has granted its approval for a USD 255.5 million loan aimed at enhancing the quality of 

technical education in government-run institutions across India. 

➢ World Bank approves $150-million loan for Resilient Kerala programme. 

➢ World Bank (WB) launched its first dedicated road safety project in South Asia with a USD 358 

million financing agreement signed in Dhaka with the government of Bangladesh. 

➢ Indian origin Ajay Banga confirmed as the 14th President of World Bank. 

➢ Ministry of Education and the World Bank held a unique workshop on School-to-Work Transition 

under the STARS Program. 

➢ The Cabinet approved the Strengthening Teaching-Learning and Results for States (STARS) Project 

in October 2020. 

➢ World Bank has approved a loan of US $ 363 million for the supply of clean drinking water from taps 

to 2 million rural households in Karnataka. 
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➢ World Bank’s Board of Executive Directors has approved USD 100 million loan under Odisha State 

Capability and Resilient Growth Program. 

➢ According to the World Bank’s (WB) annual report ‘State and Trends of Carbon Pricing 2023’ released 

on May 23, 2023, revenues collected from carbon taxes and Emissions Trading Systems (ETS) globally 

have reached a record high, about US$95 billion in 2022. 

➢ World Bank’s Executive Board of Directors has approved USD 108 million loan for Assam, to help 

the state improve disaster preparedness and enhance flood forecasting. 

➢ India and the World Bank have signed aloan agreement for the construction of the Green National 

Highway Corridors Project (GNHCP) in four States. 

➢ These four states are-Himachal Pradesh, Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh and Andhra Pradesh. 

➢ World Bank has signed two complementary loans with India worth USD 500 million each to support 

and enhance the country’s healthcare infrastructure. 

➢ India will be the first country in the world to receive $100 billion from remittances during 2022, the 

World Bank. 

➢ WORLD BANK  

➢ Founded : 1944   

➢ Headquarters : Washington Dc  

➢ 14th President : Ajay Banga  

➢ MD&CFO : Anshula Kant   

➢ Chief Economist : Carman Reinhart  

➢ Executive Director : Rajesh Khullar 

➢ Member Countries :189   

➢ World Bank Group : 5 (IBRD, IDA, IFC, MIGA and ICSID). 

➢ All of these efforts support the Bank Group’s twin goals of ending extreme poverty by 2030 and 

boosting shared prosperity of the poorest 40% of the population in all countries. 

➢ World Bank was created at the 1944 Bretton Woods Conference, along with the International 

Monetary Fund (IMF). 

➢ India is a member of IBRD, IFC, IDA and MIGA. The country is not a member of the ICSID 
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Q. Consider the following statements with reference to PM-SVANidhi scheme: 

 1. It is launched by the Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs. 

 2. It aims to provide loans to artisans and craftspersons for their livelihoods. 

 Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 A) 1 only B) 2 only 

 C) Both 1 and 2 D) Neither 1 nor 2 

  Answer : A    .   

✓ The PM Street Vendor’s AtmaNirbhar Nidhi (PM SVANidhi) was launched on June 01, 2020 for providing 

affordable Working Capital loans to street vendors to resume their livelihoods that have been adversely 

affected due to Covid-19 lockdown. 

✓ Time duration: Initially It was until March 2022. After that it has been extended till December 2024. 

✓ Eligibility: The Scheme is available for beneficiaries belonging to only those States/UTs which have notified 

Rules and Scheme under Street Vendors (Protection of Livelihood and Regulation of Street Vending) Act, 

2014. 

✓ Benefits: A micro credit scheme, facilitating a working capital collateral free loan of Rs. 10,000, with 

subsequent loans of Rs. 20,000 and 50,000 with 7% interest subsidy. 

✓ Implementation agency: Small Industries Development Bank of India (SIDBI). 

✓ Ministry: Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs. 

✓ Under PM SVANidhi, significant achievements have already been made. 

✓ Till now, the scheme has extended more than 80.42 lakh loans to 60.94 lakh street vendors amounting to 

10678 Crore rupees 

Q. Consider the following statements with reference to Income Tax Appellate Tribunal (ITAT): 

 1. It is a quasi-judicial institution. 

 2. An appeal against the decisions of the tribunal lies directly to the Supreme Court. 

 3. The President of the tribunal is appointed by the Reserve Bank of India. 

 How many of the above statements are correct? 

 A) Only one B) Only two 

 C) All three D) None 
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  Answer : A    .   

✓ About Income Tax Appellate Tribunal (ITAT): 

✓ ITAT is a quasi-judicial institution set up in January, 1941. 

✓ It specializes in dealing with appeals under the Direct Taxes Acts. 

✓ Functions: 

✓ It hears income tax appeals from taxpayers against orders passed by the Income Tax Authorities. 

✓ The orders passed by the ITAT are final, an appeal lies to the High Court only if a substantial question of 

law arises for determination. 

✓ Benches: 

✓ Presently ITAT has 63 Benches at 27 different states covering almost all the cities having a seat of the High 

Court. 

✓ Strength: One President, who is assisted by ten (10) Zonal Vice Presidents and 115 Members (i.e. Accountant 

Members and Judicial Members). 

✓ The ITAT is headed by a President, who is appointed by the Central Government. Present President is MR. 

JUSTICE C. V. Bhadang. 

✓ Monetary Limits set by the CBDT are the following: 

✓ Before the ITAT – Rs 50 lakh. 

✓ Before the High Court – Rs 1 crore. 

✓ Before the Supreme Court – Rs 2 crore. 

✓ ITAT is referred to as 'Mother Tribunal' being the oldest Tribunal in the country 

Q. With reference to the Agricultural and Processed Food Products Export Development Authority 

(APEDA): 

 1. It is a statutory authority. 

 2. It is empowered to fix standards and specifications for the scheduled products for exports. 

 3. It acts as a nodal agency for the implementation of the National Programme for Organic Production 

(NPOP). 

 How many of the above statements are correct? 

 A) Only one B) Only two 

 C) All three D) None 
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  Answer : C    .   

✓ Recently a minister addressed a gathering of farmers and agri-produce buyers in the ‘Agri-Export: Capacity 

building cum buyer-seller meet’ organised by APEDA in Mirzapur. 

✓ About APEDA: 

✓ The Agricultural and Processed Food Products Export Development Authority (APEDA) was established 

by the Government of India under the Agricultural and Processed Food Products Export Development 

Authority Act, 1985. 

✓ This Authority replaced the Processed Food Export Promotion Council (PFEPC). 

✓ The Authority with its headquarters at New Delhi, is headed by Chairman. 

✓ In order to reach out to the exporters in different parts of the Country, APEDA has set up 15 Regional 

Offices in different cities like- Mumbai, Bengaluru, Kolkata etc. 

✓ APEDA also functions as the Secretariat to the National Accreditation Board (NAB) for the implementation 

of accreditation of the Certification Bodies under the National Programme for Organic Production (NPOP) 

for Organic exports. 

✓ Ministry: Ministry of Commerce and Trade. 

Q. With reference to Cash Reserve Ratio (CRR), consider the following statements: 

 1. It is the percentage of cash required to be kept in reserves as against the bank's total deposits. 

 2. The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) decides the CRR, and is kept with them for financial security.  

 3. It applies to all regional rural banks and non-banking financial companies (NBFCs). 

 How many of the statements given above are correct? 

 A) Only one B) Only two 

 C) All three D) None 

  Answer : B    .   

✓ The State Bank of India (SBI) has requested the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) for a lower cash reserve ratio 

(CRR) on green deposits raised from customers. 

✓ About Cash Reserve Ratio (CRR): 

✓ Under CRR, commercial banks have to hold a certain minimum amount of deposit as reserves with the RBI. 

✓ The percentage of cash required to be kept in reserves as against the bank's total deposits is called the CRR. 

✓ The RBI decides the amount, and is kept with them for financial security.  
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✓ The bank cannot use this amount for lending and investment purposes and does not get any interest from 

the RBI.  

✓ The CRR applies to scheduled commercial banks, while regional rural banks and NBFCs are excluded. 

✓ Following are the critical objectives of the CRR: 

✓ CRR helps control inflation. In a high inflation environment, the RBI can increase CRR to prevent banks 

from lending more. 

✓ CRR also ensures banks have a minimum amount of funds readily available to customers, even during huge 

demand. 

✓ CRR serves as the reference rate for loans. Also known as the base rate for loans, banks cannot offer loans 

below this rate. 

✓ Since CRR regulates the money supply, it boosts the economy whenever required by lowering the CRR. 

✓ How is the CRR Calculated? 

✓ There is no CRR formula. In technical terms, CRR is calculated as a percentage of Net Demand and Time 

Liabilities (NDTL). 

✓ NDTL for banking refers to the aggregate savings account, current account, and fixed deposit balances held 

by a bank. 

In case a bank fails to maintain its CRR, it will have to pay fines to the RBI because of that default. The fine 

is charged for the shortfall. 

Q. In which state will PM Modi unveil the 125-feet tall statue of Bir Lachit Barphukan? 

 A) Bihar 

 B) Assam 

 C) Nagaland 

 D) Meghalaya 

  Answer : B    .   

✓ Assam Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma has invited Prime Minister Narendra Modi to unveil the 125-

foot tall statue of Bir Lachit Barphukan in Jorhat, Assam during the first week of March this year.  

✓ Lachit Day is celebrated every year on 24 November to recognize the military genius and unwavering 

leadership abilities of the famous Ahom Empire commander Lachit Barphukan 
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Q. Who has been nominated for the 58th Jnanpith Award? 

 A) Gulzar B) Jagadguru Rambhadracharya 

 C) Amitabh Chaudhary D) Both A and B 

  Answer : D   .   

✓ The Jnanpith Selection Committee has nominated famous Urdu poet Gulzar and Sanskrit scholar Jagadguru 

Rambhadracharya for the 58th Jnanpith Award.  

✓ Gulzar's real name is 'Sampoorna Singh Kalra'.  

✓ He is considered one of the best Urdu poets of this era.  

✓ Gulzar has also made important contribution to Hindi cinema. Rambhadracharya is the founder of Tulsi 

Peeth in Chitrakoot 

✓ About Gulzar 

✓ Sampooran Singh Kalra, who is popularly known as Gulzar, is a renowned figure in Hindi cinema and a 

highly regarded Urdu poet. He is considered one of the best poets of his time.  

✓ Gulzar has received many accolades for his works, including the Sahitya Akademi Award for Urdu in 2002, 

the Dadasaheb Phalke Award in 2013, the Padma Bhushan in 2004, and at least five National Film Awards. 

✓ Some of his most notable works include the song "Jai Ho" for the movie "Slumdog Millionaire," which won 

an Oscar in 2009 and a Grammy in 2010. He has also created songs for critically acclaimed films such as 

"Maachis" (1996), "Omkara" (2006), "Dil Se..." (1998), and "Guru" (2007), among others. 

✓ Gulzar has directed timeless award-winning classics such as "Koshish", "Parichay'', "Mausam'', "Ijaazat", 

and the television serial "Mirza Ghalib''. 

✓ About Rambhadracharya 

✓ Rambhadracharya, who is 74 years old, is a well-known Hindu spiritual leader, educator and writer. He is 

the founder and head of Tulsi Peeth in Chitrakoot and has written over 240 books and texts, including four 

epics.  

✓ Rambhadracharya has been holding the position under  the Ramananda sect as one of the current four 

Jagadguru Ramanandacharya since 1982. 

✓ Despite being blind since the age of two months due to trachoma, Rambhadracharya is a polyglot who can 

speak 22 languages. He is also a poet and writer in several Indian languages, including Sanskrit, Hindi, 

Awadhi, and Maithili.  
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✓ In recognition of his contributions, he received the Padma Vibhushan award in 2015. Rambhadracharya 

was born as Giridhara Misra and was home-schooled by his grandfather during his initial years.  

✓ He had memorized the entire Bhagavad Gita by the age of eight and the entire Ramcharitmanas. 

✓ Jnanpith Awards: 

✓ It is the oldest and highest Indian literary award presented annually by Bharatiya Jnanpith. 

✓ It recognizes outstanding contributions to literature by Indian authors writing in English as well as in the 

Indian languages listed in the Eighth Schedule to the Constitution of India. 

✓ The first award was given on 19 November 1966 to G.K. Shankar Kurup was awarded. 

✓ The award was established in 1961 and is not given posthumously. 

✓ Ashapurna Devi became the first woman recipient in 1976 for her novel "Prothom Protishruti" (The First 

Promise). 

✓ SURPRISE FACTS JNANPITH AWARD  

✓ Field : Literature  

✓ Instituted : 1961  

✓ First awarded : 1965  

✓ First recipient : G. Sankara Kurup   

✓ First women to receive : Ashapoorna Devi  

✓ First Jnanpith in English : Amitav Ghosh (54th Jnanpith)  

✓ First Jnanpith in Hindi : Kunwar Narayan in 2005  

✓ Akkitham : Jnanpith Award (55th)  

✓ Language : 22 languages mentioned in the Eighth 

✓ Total awarded : 62 

✓ First Jnanpith Awardee – G.Sankara Kurup (1965) Malayalam language 

✓ First woman Jnanpith Awardee – Ashapurna Devi (1976) Bangla language 

✓ First English author to receive Jnanpith Award: Amitav Ghosh (2018) 

✓ First Hindi author to receive Jnanpith Award : Sumitranandan Pant (1968) 

AWARDS AND HONOURS IN NEWS 2023- 24 
➢ PV Narasimha Rao, Chaudhary Charan Singh, and MS Swaminathan are set to receive India's highest 

civilian award, the Bharat Ratna. 
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➢ Karpoori Thakur, a renowned socialist leader and former Chief Minister of Bihar, is set to be 

posthumously conferred with the Bharat Ratna, India’s highest civilian award. 

➢ Another recipient of the Bharat Ratna Award for the year 2024 is Lal Krishna Advani. 

➢ Dr. Bina Modi, the esteemed Chairperson of Modi Enterprises, has been honored with the prestigious 

‘Outstanding Business Woman of the Year’ Award. 

➢ REC Secures Best Green Bond – Corporate Award At The Asset Triple A Awards 2024. 

➢ PT Usha Honored with Lifetime Achievement Award by SJFI and DSJA 

➢ Priest Ishwari Prasad Namboodiri Honored with the Shankar Smriti Award 

➢ The 69th edition of the Filmfare Awards 2024 took place in Gandhinagar, Gujarat. 

➢ Best Film 12th Fail 

➢ Best Director Vidhu Vinod Chopra (12th Fail) 

➢ Best Actor in a Leading Role (Male) Ranbir Kapoor (Animal) 

➢ Best Actor in a Leading Role (Female) Alia Bhatt (Rocky Aur Rani Kii Prem Kahaani) 

➢ Australia skipper Pat Cummins was announced as the winner of the Sir Garfield Sobers Trophy for 

the ICC Men’s Cricketer of the Year 2023. 

➢ Veteran Indian batter Virat Kohli was crowned the ICC Men’s ODI Cricketer of the Year 2023. 

➢ Skyways Air Services wins Best Cargo Services Award at Wings India Awards. 

➢ REC Limited Wins ICAI Award for Excellence in Financial Reporting FY 2022-23. 

➢ US Air Force Officer Madison Marsh Becomes First Active-Duty Winner Of Miss America 2024 

➢ Savita Kanswal Posthumously Honored With Tenzing Norgay Award 

➢ Singapore’s Changi Airport Earns The Title Of World’s Best Airport For 2023 

➢ Hero MotoCorp’s facility wins CII National Award for water management 

➢ Prof B R Kamboj Honoured With M S Swaminathan Award 

➢ Poet Sukrita Paul Kumar Wins Rabindranath Tagore Literary Prize for ‘Salt & Pepper’ 

➢ Bengaluru's Kempegowda International Airport Terminal 2  Recognized Among UNESCO’s ‘Most 

Beautiful Airports’ 

➢ IREDA’s Pradip Kumar Das Wins ‘CMD Of The Year’ For The Second Straight Year. 

➢ Poonam Khetrapal Singh Honored with Bhutan’s National Order of Merit. 

➢ Indira Gandhi Peace Prize Awarded to Daniel Barenboim and Ali Abu Awwad” 
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Q. 'PM Vishwakarma Yojana' has been launched by which ministry? 

 A) Ministry of Agriculture 

 B) Ministry of Rural Development 

 C) Ministry of Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises 

 D) Ministry of Rural Development and Panchayati Raj 

  Answer : C    .   

✓ 'PM Vishwakarma Yojana' is a central sector scheme launched by the Ministry of Micro, Small and Medium 

Enterprises.  

✓ This scheme encourages artisans and craftsmen to get cheap loans, skill training, modern equipment, digital 

transactions. A budget of Rs 13,000 crore has been kept for this scheme.  

✓ 18 businesses have been included under this scheme.  

✓ PM Vishwakarma will initially be implemented over a period of five years till the financial year 2027-28. 

Q. With whom has IREDA signed an agreement for co-financing renewable energy projects? 

 A) Punjab National Bank B) Bandhan Bank 

 C) HDFC Bank D) IDFC First Bank 

  Answer : A   .   

✓ Indian Renewable Energy Development Agency Limited (IREDA) and Punjab National Bank have signed 

a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with the aim of taking forward renewable energy initiatives across 

the country.  

➢ Noted Hindi Writer Pushpa Bharati to Receive 33rd Vyas Samman for her 2016 memoir, "Yaadein, 

Yaadein aur Yaadein." 

➢ Federal Bank Titled “Bank of the Year 2023” in India : The Banker 

➢ Argentina’s football icon, Lionel Messi, has been named Time magazine’s Athlete of the Year for 

2023 

➢ Abdullahi Mire, a Somali refugee, has been named the 2023 UNHCR Nansen Refugee Award 

➢ Paul Lynch who is an Irish author won the 2023 Booker prize for his fifth novel ‘Prophet Song’ 

➢ Tamil writer  Perumal Murugan’s ‘Fire Bird’ Wins 2023 JCB Prize for Literature 
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✓ Indian Renewable Energy Development Agency Limited is an Indian public sector enterprise, established 

in 1987. 

✓ PUNJAB NATIONAL BANK 

✓ Founded : 12 April 1894 

✓ Founder : Dyal Singh Majithia And Lala Lajpat Rai 

✓ Headquarters : New Delhi 

✓ MD & CEO : Atul Kumar Goel  

✓ Tagline : The Name You can Bank Upon 

✓ Punjab National Bank Merge :  (Oriental Bank of Commerce & United Bank of India 

IREDA IN NEWS 2023-24 
➢ Indian Renewable Energy Development Agency, Punjab National Bank to co-finance green energy 

projects. 

➢ IREDA has entered into an agreement with IIT Bhubaneswar to promote innovation and research in 

the renewable energy sector.  

➢ Indian Renewable Energy Development Agency (IREDA) Launches ‘Pahal’ Vigilance Journal 

➢ IREDA Declared 2024 as ‘Year of HR Development and Discipline’ 

➢ IREDA CMD Pradip Kumar Das bagged ‘CMD of the Year’ award 

➢ Indian Renewable Energy Development Agency (IREDA) launched a Corporate Social Responsibility 

(CSR) portal to improve transparency in CSR initiatives. 

➢ Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has granted an ‘Infrastructure Finance Company (IFC)’ status to Indian 

Renewable Energy Development Agency (IREDA). 

➢ IREDA signs MoUs with Union Bank of India and Bank of Baroda to co-finance Renewable Energy 

projects. 

➢ IREDA and Bank of Maharashtra partner to promote renewable energy adoption in India. 

➢ Indian Renewable Energy Development Agency (IREDA), a Mini Ratna (Category – I) has signed an 

a MoU with Government, Revenue Target for 2023-24 set at ₹ 4,350. 

➢ Indian Renewable Energy Development Agency (IREDA) has set up a state-of-the-art Business Centre 

at NBCC Office Complex, East Kidwai Nagar, New Delhi. 

➢ Indian Renewable Energy Development Agency (IREDA)  
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Q. Which country's women's team won the gold medal in the Badminton Asia Team Championship? 

 A) India B) China 

 C) Malaysia D) Singapore 

  Answer : A   .   

✓ Indian women's team performed brilliantly and won the gold medal in the Badminton Asia Team 

Championship.  

✓ This is the first time that India won a gold medal in the women's event.  

✓ Earlier, the men's team had won bronze medals in the 2016 and 2020 editions.  

✓ PV Sindhu, Trisa Jolly-Gayatri Gopichand and Kharab gave India the lead by winning their respective 

matches. 

Q. In which state did Prime Minister Narendra Modi lay the foundation stone of 'Shri Kalki Dham 

Temple'? 

 A) Bihar B) Uttar Pradesh 

 C) Madhya Pradesh D) Maharashtra 

  Answer : B   .   

✓ Prime Minister laid the foundation stone of the Hindu pilgrimage site 'Shri Kalki Dham Temple' in Sambhal, 

Uttar Pradesh.  

✓ This temple is being constructed by Shri Kalki Dham Nirman Trust, whose president is Acharya Pramod 

Krishnam. Lord Kalki is considered to be the 10th incarnation of Lord Vishnu. Shri Kalki Dham temple 

complex will be completed in five acres, which will take 5 years. 

➢ It was incorporated as a Public Limited Company in the year 1987 as a 'Non-Banking Financial 

Institution'. 

➢ It is a Miniratna (Category 1) type company functioning under the administrative control of 'Ministry 

of New and Renewable Energy, Government of India. 

➢ Its function is to encourage projects related to new and renewable energy sources and to provide them 

financial assistance for their development. 

➢ It has been notified as a 'Public Financial Institution' under section 4'A' of the 'Companies Act, 1956'. 

➢ Chairman and Managing Director - Pradip Kumar Das 
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UTTAR PRADESH IN NEWS 2023-24 
➢ Global aerospace giant Boeing has opened its first distribution center in India, located in Khurja, Uttar 

Pradesh. 

➢ For the first time in India, a boat running on solar energy will be operated in the Saryu river in 

Ayodhya, Uttar Pradesh 

➢ Uttar Pradesh State Chief Secretary Durga Shankar Mishra inaugurated 'Rahat Vani Kendra' (RVC), 

an observatory for early disaster warning. 

➢ Lucknow city, known as the 'City of Nawabs', will be developed as India's first 'AI City'.  

➢ Uttar Pradesh government has announced the launch of India's first 'Telecom Center of Excellence. 

➢ Uttar Pradesh has achieved the highest entry rate on the Inter-Operable Criminal Justice System 

(ICJS) platform. 

➢ A high-level delegation from the Uttar Pradesh government is set to participate in the World Economic 

Forum (WEF) meeting in Davos, Switzerland. 

➢ Uttar Pradesh government has linked big institutions like the CSIR and DRDO with the Bulk Drug 

Park and made them its knowledge partners. 

➢ Ayodhya, the temple city on the banks of the Saryu River in Uttar Pradesh, marked a spectacular 

Deepotsav on Saturday, setting a new Guinness World Record with the lighting of 22.23 lakh earthen 

lamps across 51 ghats. 

➢ President Draupadi Murmu inaugurated the first Uttar Pradesh International Trade Show at India 

Expo Center and Mart in Greater Noida. 

➢ Uttar Pradesh New and Renewable Energy Development Agency (UPNEDA) has signed an MoU 

with the Small Industries Development Bank of India (SIDBI) for the solarisation of residential units 

at Ayodhya and for bio-energy and renewable project financing. 

➢ Ashok Leyland has signed a memorandum of understanding (MoU) with the government of Uttar 

Pradesh to set up an integrated commercial vehicle bus plant focused on green mobility in Uttar 

Pradesh. 

➢ Uttar Pradesh government has decided to organize a campaign under Road Safety Fortnight from July 

17 to 31. 

➢ Uttar Pradesh Police Department has launched ‘Operation Conviction’ to combat criminals and 

mafias in the state. 
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Q. The Scheme for Residential Education for Students in High Schools in Targeted Areas (SHRESHTA), 

often mentioned in the news, aims to: 

 A) provide access to quality education for students from economically disadvantaged backgrounds 

 B) promote cultural exchange in residential schools 

 C) provide scholarships to meritorious students from Scheduled Caste (SC) communities for higher 

education 

 D) exclusively cater to students with disabilities in residential schools 

  Answer : C   .   

✓ The Central Board of Secondary Education (CBSE) recently issued instructions for Residential Private 

Schools interested in joining SHRESHTA Scheme. 

✓ About Scheme for Residential Education for Students in High Schools in Targeted Areas (SHRESHTA): 

✓ The scheme aims to provide access to the best private residential schools for meritorious students from 

Scheduled Caste (SC) communities.  

✓ It will provide scholarships to meritorious students from SC communities to study in private and NGO-run 

residential schools for Classes 9-12. 

✓ The scheme is expected to provide admissions to around 3,000 students in Classes 9 and 11 each year. 

✓ The core objectives of the scheme are to enhance the reach of the development initiatives of the government 

and fill in the gap in service-deprived SC dominant areas in the education sector. 

✓ Implementation agency: The Department of Social Justice and Empowerment, Ministry of Social Justice & 

Empowerment. 

✓ Eligibility: Students whose annual parental income is less than Rs 2,50,000 and who belong to SC 

communities are eligible to participate in this scheme. 

✓ Only those candidates who have passed or are appearing in Class VIII/X in the given academic session can 

apply for taking admission to Class IX/XI. 

 

➢ Uttar Pradesh government has decided to cancel all Traffic Chalan for private and commercial vehicle 

owners pending from 2017 to 2021. 
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Q. Which among the following best describes Disinflation? 

 A) An increase in inflation rates B) A decrease in inflation rates 

 C) A decrease in the aggregate supply D) A decrease in the aggregate demand 

  Answer : B   .   

✓ Reserve Bank of India (RBI) governor recently said recurring food price shocks and renewed flash points on 

the geo-political front pose a challenge to the ongoing disinflation process. 

✓ About Disinflation: 

✓ Disinflation is a decrease in inflation rates. 

SCHEME IN NEWS 2024 
➢ According to a Crisil assessment called Prabhaav, the Fund of Funds for Startups (FFS) scheme has 

enabled investments to the tune of around 4x of the amount drawn with Rs 17,534 crore invested in 

938 startups. 

➢ Union Cabinet has approved Rs 4,797 crore research scheme to boost and maintain research 

momentum in the fields of ocean, atmospheric and polar sciences. 

➢ Union Cabinet approved the continuation of the Scheme for Rebate of State and Central Taxes and 

Levies (RoSCTL) for the export of Apparel/Garments and made up to 31st March 2026. 

➢ Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister of India approved the continuation of the Animal 

Husbandry Infrastructure Development Fund (AHIDF) to be implemented under the Infrastructure 

Development Fund (IDF) for another three years up to 2025-26. 

➢ All India Council for Technical Education (AICTE) recently introduced a scheme named 'Support to 

Students for Participating in Competitions Abroad' (SSPCA). 

➢ Union Minister of Education and Skill Development & Entrepreneurship recently launched the 

EdCIL Vidyanjali Scholarship Programme 

➢ Union Minister for Culture, Tourism And Development of North Eastern Region informed the Lok 

Sabha about the Mera Gaon Meri Dharohar programme. 

➢ Karnataka government recently suspended five officers for dereliction of duty in the implementation 

of the Inclusive Education for Disabled at Secondary Stage (IEDSS) scheme. 
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✓ In simple terms, a decline in the rate of increase in the general price level of goods and services in the gross 

domestic product (GDP) of a country over time is called disinflation. 

✓ Unlike inflation and deflation, which refer to the direction of prices, disinflation refers to the rate of change 

in the rate of inflation. 

✓ Disinflation is not considered problematic because prices do not actually drop, and disinflation does not 

usually signal the onset of a slowing economy. 

Q. The primary role of the Chinook/CH-47F helicopter is: 

 A) Close Air Support B) Heavy troop and supply transport 

 C) Reconnaissance D) Aerial refueling 

  Answer : B    .   

✓ A Chinook helicopter of the Indian Air Force made a precautionary landing following a "technical snag" 

near Punjab's Barnala recently.  

✓ About Chinook Helicopter: 

✓ Chinook/CH-47F is the U.S. Army’s primary heavy troop and supply transport aircraft.  

✓ It is an advanced multi-mission helicopter. 

✓ It is manufactured by the American aerospace and defence firm Boeing for the US Army and international 

defence forces. 

✓ It is used for the transportation of troops, artillery, supplies, and equipment to the battlefield. 

✓ India has about 15 CH-47 Chinook helicopters. 

✓ Maximum Speed: 160 knots (296 kmph). 

Q. Which one of the following is the primary objective of the Chang'e 6 mission? 

 A) To search for exoplanets beyond our solar system 

 B) To study Venus's geological and volcanic activity. 

 C) To retrieve samples from the lunar south pole. 

 D) To explore the potential for life on Mars. 

  Answer : C    .   

✓ The China National Space Administration (CNSA) recently announced that the Chang’e 6 sample return 

mission is on track to land on the surface of the Moon in the first half of 2024.  
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✓ About Chang’e 6 Mission: 

✓ The Chang'e 6 mission is a planned lander designed to return samples from the lunar south pole. 

✓ The mission aims to land on the Moon, collect samples from the lunar surface, and return them to Earth. 

This process will contribute crucial data to unravel the Moon's geological mysteries. 

✓ Representing the first attempt to retrieve samples from the far side of the Moon, Chang'e 6 is set to bring 

back up to two kilograms of lunar samples, adopting a configuration similar to the successful Chang'e 5 

mission. 

✓ The mission involves international collaboration, with payloads from the European Space Agency (ESA) 

and the French space agency CNES. 

✓ ESA contributes a lunar surface ion tester, while CNES provides equipment for measuring radon gas and 

its decay products. 

✓ Additionally, an Italian laser corner reflector for radar instrument calibration and Pakistan's ICUBE-Q 

CubeSat will be part of the mission. 

✓ Chang'e 6 will consist of both a lander and a rover. 

✓ The lander will touch down on the lunar surface, while the rover will explore specific regions, conduct 

experiments, and aid in the sample collection process. 

Q. Consider the following statements with reference to the Asian Buddhist Conference for Peace 

(ABCP): 

 1. It is a voluntary movement of followers of Buddhism with both monastic (monks) and lay members.  

 2. It is headquartered in Dharamshala, Himachal Pradesh. 

 Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 A) 1 only B) 2 only 

 C) Both 1 and 2 D) Neither 1 nor 2 

  Answer : A    .   

✓ The Indian Vice President recently inaugurated the 12th General Assembly of the Asian Buddhist 

Conference for Peace in New Delhi. 

✓ About Asian Buddhist Conference for Peace (ABCP): 

✓ It was founded in 1970 in Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia, as a voluntary movement of followers of Buddhism with 

both monastic (monks) and lay members.  
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✓ Its aim is to bring together the efforts of Buddhists in support of consolidating universal peace, harmony, 

and cooperation among people in Asia. 

✓ It is currently headquartered at the Gandanthegchenling Monastery in Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia and the 

Supreme Head of Mongolian Buddhists is the ABCP President. 

Q. Consider the following: 

 1. Puri 2. Gangotri  

 3. Sringeri 4. Dwarka 

 How many of the above are monastic centers (maths) established by Adi Shankaracharya? 

 A) Only one B) Only two 

 C) Only three D) All four 

  Answer : C    .   

✓ The four Shankaracharyas recently said that they will not attend the inauguration of the Ram temple in 

Ayodhya. 

✓ About Shankaracharyas: 

✓ Shankaracharya, literally ‘teacher of the way of Shankara’, is a religious title used by the heads of the four 

Hindu maths (monasteries) that were established by the eighth-century Hindu saint Adi Shankara. 

✓ These maths are located in Dwarka (Gujarat), Joshimath (Uttarakhand), Puri (Odisha), and Sringeri 

(Karnataka). 

Q. India and which country have signed an MoU on cooperation in the field of Sharing Successful Digital 

Solutions Implemented at Population Scale for Digital Transformation? 

 A) Ethiopia 

 B) Uganda 

 C) Colombia 

 D) Oman 

  Answer : C    .   

✓ India and Colombia have signed a Memorandum of Understanding on Cooperation in the field of Sharing 

Successful Digital Solutions Implemented at Population Scale for Digital Transformation. 

✓ It was signed between the Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology and the Information 

Technologies and Communications of Colombia. 
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SIGNS MoU IN NEWS 2023-24 
➢ India, Colombia sign MoU on Cooperation in the field of Sharing Successful Digital Solutions. 

➢ India Signs Agreement for Lithium Exploration & Mining Project in Argentina. 

➢ Cabinet approves the Migration and Mobility Agreement between India and Italy 

➢ India and Italy sign Mobility and Migration Partnership Agreement to facilitate movement of workers. 

➢ India-Japan pact on semiconductor supply chain gets Cabinet green light. 

➢ India, Italy sign defence agreement. 

➢ India and Tanzania elevate ties to Strategic Partnership; Agree on 5 year roadmap for defence 

cooperation. 

➢ India, Tanzania to sign 15 agreements with eye on USD 10 billion trade. 

➢ India And Saudi Arabia Tie Up For Green Hydrogen. 

➢ India And Saudi Arabia Sign Agreement On Cooperation In Energy Sector. 

➢ India, New Zealand Sign MoU To Enhance Cooperation In Civil Aviation. 

➢ India and Trinidad and Tobago have entered a partnership by signing an MoU to share INDIA 

STACK. 

➢ India, Moldova agree to sign MoU for cooperation in agriculture 

➢ India, UAE sign MoU on linking of India’s Unified Payments Interface with Instant Payment 

Platform of UAE. 

➢ India, Panama sign MoU on electoral cooperation. 

➢ India and Singapore extend MoU on cooperation for 5 years. 

➢ Israel signed an agreement with India to enhance technological advancements and sustainable 

practices cooperation in the fields of water and agriculture. 

➢ India and US To Establish Monitoring Group to Boost High-Tech Trade and Tech Partnership. 

➢ India and Australia Sign Agreements on Migration and Green Hydrogen Task Force. 

➢ India, Israel sign MoU for industrial research and development cooperation. 

➢ NET Zero’ Innovation Virtual Centre to be jointly created by India-UK. 

➢ India, UK sign agreement to collaborate on science and innovation. 

➢ Nepal and India to Sign Agreement for Cross-Border Digital Payments. 

➢ India and Romania sign first Defence Cooperation Agreement to strengthen bilateral relations. 

➢ India, US to sign memorandum of understanding on semiconductors. 
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Q. According to Society of Indian Automobile Manufacturers, which state has recorded the highest 

number of vehicle sales in October-December 2023? 

 A) Madhya Pradesh B) Maharashtra 

 C) Uttar Pradesh D) Bihar 

  Answer : C    .   

✓ Uttar Pradesh recorded the highest number of vehicle sales in October-December 2023, followed by 

Maharashtra, Gujarat and Tamil Nadu, according to Society of Indian Automobile Manufacturers. 

✓ As per data from SIAM, Uttar Pradesh clocked a total sale of 8,22,472 units across passenger and 

commercial vehicles; and two and three-wheeler categories. 

✓ In two-wheeler category, Uttar Pradesh topped the list followed by Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh & Tamil 

Nadu. 

✓ Maharashtra was second with 6,88,192 units across the four categories followed by Gujarat with 4,21,026 

units and Tamil Nadu 4,19,189 units in the quarter. 

✓ Uttar Pradesh witnessed the highest number of three-wheelers sold in the quarter at 23,859 units, followed 

by Maharashtra (20,495), Gujarat (19,743) and Bihar (14,955). 

✓ Similarly, in the two-wheeler category, Uttar Pradesh topped the list with a total of 6,73,962 units sold in 

the state, followed by Maharashtra (5,15,612), Madhya Pradesh (3,35,478) and Tamil Nadu (3,24,918). 

Q. According to Bureau of Energy Efficiency (BEE) data, which state tops the country in terms of public 

electric vehicle charging stations with 5,059? 

 A) Karnataka B) Uttar Pradesh 

 C) Tamil Nadu D) Telangana 

  Answer : A    .   

✓ Karnataka tops the country in terms of public electric vehicle charging stations with 5,059, according to 

statistics from the Bureau of Energy Efficiency (BEE), under the Union Ministry of Power. 

✓ Bengaluru Urban District has the most public charging stations with 4,281, which constitutes 85% of the 

charging infrastructure in the State. 

✓ In 2017, Karnataka became the pioneer in India by introducing the first electric vehicle (EV) policy. 

➢ Australia, India agree on strengthening economic, defence ties. 
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✓ At present, it leads in the number of public charging stations, with Maharashtra (3,079), Delhi (1,886), 

Kerala (958), Tamil Nadu (643), Uttar Pradesh (583), and Rajasthan (500) following suit. 

Q. Fintech firm One97 Communications — owner of the brand Paytm — has shifted its nodal account 

to which bank from Paytm Payments Bank? 

 A) Yes Bank B) HDFC Bank 

 C) Axis Bank C) ICICI Bank 

  Answer : C    .   

✓ Fintech firm One97 Communications — owner of the brand Paytm — has shifted its nodal account to Axis 

Bank from Paytm Payments Bank. 

✓ The move will allow continuity of Paytm QR, Soundbox, and card machine after the March 15 set by the 

Reserve Bank of India (RBI), as per a regulatory filing. 

✓ The company has also shifted its nodal account to Axis Bank (by opening an escrow account) to continue 

seamless merchant settlements as before. 

✓ This arrangement is expected to seamlessly replace the nodal account that OCL was using with Paytm 

Payments Bank. 

✓ The nodal account of Paytm is like a master account in which all its customers, and merchant transactions 

are settled 

AXIS BANK IN NEWS 2023-24 
➢ Axis Bank has appointed Pranam Wahi as an additional independent director of the bank for four 

years. 

➢ Axis Bank signed MoU with IRMA to promote financial inclusion and literacy in India. 

➢ Axis Bank and Fibe Partner to launch India’s First Numberless Credit Card. 

➢ Axis Bank Launched ‘NEO For Business’ Banking Platform For MSMEs. 

➢ Axis Bank Introduces ‘Infinity Savings Account’ with Zero Domestic Transaction Fees. 

➢ Axis Bank partners with RBI Innovation Hub to launch Kisan Credit cards. 

➢ Axis Bank Partners with Kiwi to Bolster ‘Credit on UPI’ on RuPay Credit Cards. 

➢ Axis Bank has launched the ‘one-view’ feature on its mobile application which enables account 

management across multiple bank accounts. 
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Q. Which insurance company has launched the “Amritbaal” insurance plan for children? 

 A) Life Insurance Corporation of India 

 B) Bharti AXA General Insurance 

 C) Bajaj Allianz General Insurance 

 D) Kotak Mahindra Life Insurance 

  Answer : A    .   

✓ The Life Insurance Corporation of India (LIC) has launched “Amritbaal”, an insurance plan for children. 

✓ The new “non-linked, non-participating, individual, savings, life insurance” plan is specifically designed to 

have an adequate corpus to meet the higher education and other needs of a child. 

✓ The minimum sum assured (SA) for this policy is ₹2 lakh and there is no maximum SA (subject to 

underwriting decision). 

✓ This policy will facilitate the accumulation of corpus through guaranteed additions at the rate of ₹80 per 

thousand basic sum assured at the end of each policy year from the inception till the end of the policy term, 

provided the policy is in force. 

➢ Axis Bank has appointed NS Vishwanathan, former deputy governor of the Reserve Bank of India, as 

non-executive chairman. 

➢ Axis Bank launches Digital Onboarding platform ‘Sarathi’ for POS Terminals. 

➢ Axis Bank and India Shelter Finance Corporation ltd announce strategic partnership under the co-

lending model. 

➢ Axis Bank completes deal to buy Citibank’s India consumer business. 

➢ Axis Bank Partners with OPEN to Launch a Fully Digital Current Account. 

➢ AXIS BANK 

➢ Founded : 1993 

➢ HQ : Mumbai, Maharashtra 

➢ Chairman : Rakesh Makhija 

➢ MD & CEO : Amitabh Chaudhary 

➢ Tagline : Badhti Ka naam Zindagi 
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Q. Famous Jain saint Acharya Vidyasagar Maharaj passed away, in which state was he born? 

 A) Tamil Nadu 

 B) Assam 

 C) Himachal Pradesh 

 D) Karnataka 

  Answer : D    .   

✓ Famous Jain saint Acharya Vidyasagar Maharaj passed away at Chandragiri Tirtha in Dongargarh, 

Chhattisgarh.  

✓ Acharya Vidyasagar Maharaj was the most famous saint of the Digambar Jain community.  

✓ Jain saint Vidyasagar Maharaj was born on 10 October 1946 in Sadalga village of Belgaum, Karnataka 

LIC IN NEWS 2023-24 
➢ LIC gets RBI nod for 9.99% stake buy in HDFC Bank. 

➢ LIC emerged as the most valued Indian PSU firm, surpassing SBI. 

➢ (LIC) is planning to acquire up to 10 percent equity stake in a company promoted by the National 

Housing Bank (NHB) 

➢ Life Insurance Corporation of India (LIC) has appointed S Sundar Krishnan as Chief Risk Officer 

(CRO), replacing Pratap Chandra Paikarai  

➢ Life Insurance Corporation of India (LIC) has launched a special scheme, named Jeevan Utsav. 

➢ Siddhartha Mohanty appointed as Chairman of LIC Until June 2024. 

➢ LIC Raises Stake in Tech Mahindra to 8.88% Through Open Market Transactions. 

➢ LIC to divest 60.72% share in IDBI Bank. 

➢ Life Insurance Corporation of India (LIC) 

➢ Founded : 1956 

➢ Headquarters : Mumbai 

➢ Chairman : Siddhartha Mohanty 

➢ It is India's largest life insurance company and also the country's largest investment company. 

➢ Authorised Capital of LIC - Rs 25,000 Crore 
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Q. What is India's rank in Henley Passport Index 2024? 

 A) 84th B) 85th 

 C) 86th D) 87th 

  Answer : B   .   

✓ The passport ranking of the countries of the world has been released under the Henley Passport Index 2024.  

✓ In this ranking, the ranking of Indian passport has fallen one place to 85th compared to last year.  

✓ In this ranking, six countries (France, Germany, Italy, Spain, Japan and Singapore) have emerged as the 

countries with the most powerful passports. 

✓ Henley Passport Index 2024 

✓ TOP : France, Germany, Italy, Japan, Singapore, Spain  (194 Visa-Free Access) 

✓ 2nd : Finland, Netherlands, South Korea, Sweden (193 Visa-Free Access) 

✓ 3rd :  Austria, Denmark, Ireland, Luxembourg, United Kingdom ( 192 Visa-Free Access) 

✓ INDIA : 85th ( 62 Visa-Free Access) 

✓ France secured the top position on the Henley Passport Index 2024. 

✓ France passport grants visa-free access to 194 countries. 

✓ India's neighbour, Maldives, continues to have a strong passport, maintaining its position at 58th place, with 

Maldivian passport holders enjoying visa-free travel to 96 countries. 

✓ The Henley Passport Index derives its rankings from data spanning the past 19 years, based on the 

International Air Transport Association's (IATA) specialized data, covering 199 different passports and 227 

travel destinations worldwide. 

Q. Which edition of the MILAN naval exercise will be held in Visakhapatnam from February 19-27? 

 A) 11th B) 12th 

 C) 13th D) 14th 

  Answer : B    .   

✓ The 12th edition of the MILAN naval exercise will be held in Visakhapatnam from February 19-27, with 

over 50 countries participating. 

✓ The “Forging Naval Alliances for a Secure Maritime Future” is the theme of the exercise which aims to 

facilitate collaboration and idea-sharing among participating navies to enhance security on the high seas. 

✓ Its primary objective is to ensure the safety of maritime trade for the benefit of all stakeholders. 
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✓ The previous edition of the exercise was held in Visakhapatnam under the Eastern Naval Command and 

had the theme ‘Camaraderie-Cohesion-Collaboration’. 

EXERCISE IN NEWS 2023-24 
➢ Indian Air Force will conduct mega exercise Vayu Shakti 2024 at Pokhran Range in Jaisalmer, 

Rajasthan on February 17. 

➢ The first edition of India-Saudi Arabia joint military exercise 'SADA TANSEEQ' is being organized 

in Mahajan, Rajasthan 

➢ India, France, and the United Arab Emirates (UAE) conducted a major air exercise, named ‘Desert 

Knight’, over the Arabian Sea. 

➢ Indian Army contingent is taking part in the 2nd edition of India-Egypt Joint Special Forces Exercise 

CYCLONE. The Exercise is being conducted at Anshas, Egypt. 

➢ 11th edition of India-Kyrgyzstan Joint Special Forces Exercise KHANJAR has commenced at the 

Special Forces Training School in Bakloh, Himachal Pradesh  

➢ The maiden Bilateral Maritime Exercise -Ayutthaya’ between the Indian Navy (IN) and Royal Thai 

Navy (RTN) was conducted. 

➢ The 12th edition of the Multilateral Naval Exercise - 2024 (Milan) is set to take place at 

Visakhapatnam from February 19 to 27.  

➢ Indian Armed Forces contingent comprising 45 personnel reached Hanoi, Vietnam to take part in the 

Joint Military Exercise VINBAX-2023.  

➢ This year’s exercise will be conducted at Hanoi, Vietnam. 

➢ Indo-US Joint Special Forces exercise “VAJRA PRAHAR 2023” commenced at the Joint   

➢ Training Node, Umroi, Meghalaya. 

➢ A joint military exercise, “Exercise MITRA SHAKTI-2023” is being conducted from November 16th 

to 29th, 2023, in Aundh (Pune), Maharashtra. 

➢ It is a joint military exercise between India and Sri Lankan army.  

➢ This year is the ninth edition of the exercis. 

➢ The coastal security exercise ‘Sagar Kavach’ is set to unfold its strategic manoeuvres along the Kerala 

and Mahe coasts.  

➢ Coordinated by the Indian Coast Guard. 
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Q. India’s first Helicopter Emergency Medical Service (HEMS) will be started from which state? 

 A) Maharashtra B) Kerala 

 C) Uttarakhand D) Telangana 

  Answer : C   .   

✓ India’s first Helicopter Emergency Medical Service (HEMS) will be started from Uttarakhand. 

✓ All Indian Institute of Medical Science in Rishikesh from where it can be sent anywhere within a radius area 

of 150 km to airlift the people to the hospital. 

✓ HEMS would operate under project ‘Sanjeevani’. The helicopter is being assembled at present and is under 

the certification process. 

✓ India’s 1st helicopter emergency medical service to start from Uttarakhand 

➢ Much-anticipated joint exercise 'Trishakti Prahar' recently began near the western border of Rajasthan 

in Jaisalmer. 

➢ Exercise CORPAT and BONGOSAGAR between the Indian Navy and Bangladesh Navy were 

conducted in the Northern Bay of Bengal from 07 - 09 Nov 2023. 

➢ Exercise Harimau Shakti 2023 commenced in Umroi Cantonment, India.  

➢ It is a joint bilateral training exercise between Indian & Malaysian Armed Forces. 

➢ The 19th edition of “EXERCISE YUDH ABHYAS” will be conducted from 25th September to 8th 

October 2023 in Fort Wainwright, Alaska, USA. 

INDIA'S FIRST IN NEWS 2023-24 
➢ Indian Institute of Technology Kanpur (IIT-K) has successfully established and tested India’s first 

Hypervelocity Expansion Tunnel Test Facility. 

➢ Ola Founder’s Krutrim Becomes First $1 Billion Indian AI Startup. 

➢ For the first time in India, a boat running on solar energy will be operated in the Saryu river in 

Ayodhya, Uttar Pradesh.  

➢ Reliance Industries Achieves India’s First ISCC-Plus Certification . 

➢ Lucknow city, known as the 'City of Nawabs', will be developed as India's first 'AI City'.  

➢ Uttar Pradesh government has announced the launch of India's first 'Telecom Center of Excellence. 

➢ India's first solar roof cycling track was inaugurated in Hyderabad city. 
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Q. Which of the following has reconstituted the Expert Committee on the implementation of Ind 

AS/IFRS? 

 A) IRDAI B) SEBI 

 C) RBI D) SIDBI 

  Answer : A   .   

✓ Insurance Regulatory and Development Authority of India (IRDAI) has announced the reconstitution of 

the Expert Committee on the implementation of Ind AS/IFRS. 

✓ The 13-member committee, which will be headed by the Member (Finance and Investment) F&I of IRDAI, 

will also include the Chairman of the Accounting Standards Board (ASB) of ICAI, the President of the 

Institute of Actuaries of India (IAI), the CGM & HOD of IRDAI’s Actuarial Department, among others. 

✓ The committee will work on steps that may be taken towards the effective implementation of the Indian 

Accounting Standards, along with giving phase-wise time-lines. 

➢ Uttarakhand launches India's first polythene waste bank for sustainable waste management. 

➢ Telangana has launched India’s first Agricultural Data Exchange (ADeX) and Agriculture Data 

Management Framework (ADMF) in Hyderabad. 

➢ India's first-ever sports university to be set up in Manipur. 

➢ India Launches Its 1st Indigenous e-Tractor Developed By the CMERI. 

➢ Dr Jitendra Singh, had launched the CSIR Prima ET11, the first indigenous e-Tractor developed by 

the Central Mechanical Engineering Research Institute (CMERI), Durgapur, a public engineering 

R&D institution in Durgapur, West Bengal, and a constituent laboratory of the Indian Council of 

Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR). 

➢ Kerala Launches India's First AI School, Pioneering Future-Focused Education. 

➢ Sanchi, a world heritage site located in the Raisen district of Madhya Pradesh, is all set to become 

India's first solar city. 

➢ Hitachi Payment Services launched India's first UPI-ATM. 

➢ India’s first Vedic-themed park unveiled in Noida. 
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Q. Which bank has launched a self-subscribing journey for enrolment under Pradhan Mantri Jeevan Jyoti 

Bima Yojana (PMJJBY) and Pradhan Mantri Suraksha Bima Yojana (PMSBY) schemes for its 

customers? 

 A) Punjab National Bank B) State Bank of India  

 C) Kotak Mahindra Bank D) Indian Overseas Bank 

  Answer : B   .   

✓ State Bank of India (SBI) has launched a self-subscribing journey for enrolment under Pradhan Mantri 

Jeevan Jyoti Bima Yojana (PMJJBY) and Pradhan Mantri Suraksha Bima Yojana (PMSBY) schemes for 

its customers. 

✓ The facility will provide impetus to the Indian Government’s drive of covering all eligible citizens under 

PMJJBY & PMSBY schemes. 

✓ The functionality enables customers to enrol under the schemes as per their convenience without visiting 

the branch or Customer Service Point. 

✓ The customer needs to key in the account number, date of birth on Jan Suraksha portal and to select the 

Bank. The Certificate of Insurance is generated instantly on payment of premium. 

✓ PMJJBY is a one-year cover term life insurance scheme, renewable from year to year, offering life insurance 

cover for death due to any cause. 

✓ PMSBY is an accident insurance scheme offering accidental death and disability cover for death or  disability 

on account of an accident. 

Q. Indian Space Research Organization (ISRO) has successfully launched INSAT-3DS satellite from 

SDSC-SHAR from Sriharikota. It is a which type of satellite? 

 A) Astronomical satellites B) Defence Satellite 

 C) Geostationary satellite D) Meteorological satellite 

  Answer : D   .   

✓ Indian Space Research Organization (ISRO) has successfully launched meteorological satellite INSAT-3DS 

with the GSLV-F14/INSAT-3DS mission from SDSC-SHAR, Sriharikota. 

✓ This will help in enhancing the weather forecast. 

✓ This was ISRO’s second success in the current calendar after the launch of XPoSAT from Sriharikota on 

January 1 in PSLV’s 60th flight. 
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✓ The GSLV-F14 – blasted from the second launch pad – was the 16th flight of India’s Geosynchronous 

Satellite Launch Vehicle (GSLV). 

✓ This was the seventh operational flight of a GSLV with an indigenous cryogenic state. The 51.7 m tall rocket 

with a lift-off mass of 420 tonnes, with indigenous cryogenic stages, placed the INSAD-3DS satellite 

weighing 2,274 kg into a Geosynchronous Transfer Orbit. 

✓ About INSAT-3DS 

✓ INSAT-3DS Satellite is a follow-on mission of Third Generation Meteorological Satellite from geostationary 

orbit. 

✓ It is designed for enhanced meteorological observations and monitoring of land and ocean surfaces for 

weather forecasting and disaster warning. 

✓ The satellite will augment the Meteorological services along with the presently operational INSAT-3D and 

INSAT-3DR satellites. 

✓ About GSLV-F14 

✓ GSLV is a three-stage 51.7 m long launch vehicle with a liftoff mass of 420 tonnes. 

✓ The first stage (GS1) comprises a solid propellant (S139) motor having a 139-tonne propellant and four 

earth-storable propellant stages (L40) strapons, each carrying 40 tonnes of liquid propellant. 

✓ The second stage (GS2) was also an earth-storable propellant stage loaded with 40-ton propellant. The third 

stage (GS3) was a cryogenic stage with a 15-ton propellant loading of liquid oxygen (LOX) and liquid 

hydrogen (LH2). 

ISRO IN NEWS 2023-24 
➢ ISRO has successfully launched meteorological satellite INSAT-3DS with the GSLV-F14/INSAT-

3DS mission from SDSC-SHAR, Sriharikota. 

➢ Vyommitra(Woman Robot Astronaut) is going to fly into Space ahead of ISRO’s “Gaganyaan” 

Mission 

➢ ISRO has completed all key tests on Insat-3DS satellite before the final review which will be followed 

by its shipping to the spaceport in Srihari Kota, Andhra Pradesh. 

➢ Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) launched the PSLV-C58 X-ray Polarimeter Satellite 

(XPoSat) mission. 
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Q. The INDUS-X initiative, recently seen in the news, focus on advancing of: 

 A) agriculture technology 

 B) antipiracy measures 

 C) high-tech cooperation in the defense sector 

 D) renewable energy solutions 

  Answer : C   .   

➢ Indian Space Research Organization (ISRO) is planning to send Indian astronauts to the moon for the 

first time by 2040. 

➢ ISRO’s Next Moon Mission in Collaboration with Japan Gathers Steam. This mission, called 

LUPEX, or Lunar Polar Exploration, is slated for 2024-25. 

➢ Centre has approved the establishment of a new spaceport in Kulasekarapattinam, Tamil Nadu for 

carrying out the launches of the Small Satellite Launch Vehicles (SSLV) developed by the ISRO. 

➢ ISRO has announced a new online training programme for post-graduate and final-year 

undergraduate students of physical sciences and technology. The programme is called Space Science 

and Technology Awareness Training (START) . 

➢ ISRO will launch Singapore's TeLEOS-2 satellite using the Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle (PSLV) 

from the Satish Dhawan Space Center in Sriharikota. 

➢ Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) 

➢ Founded : 15 August 1969 

➢ HQ : Bengalore, Karnataka 

➢ Founder / 1st Chairman : Vikram Sarabhai  

➢ 10th Chairman : S Somanath 

➢ Aryabhata India's first satellites Launched on 19 April 1975. 

➢ GSAT-1 India's first commercial satellite. 

➢ SLV-3 was India's first experimental satellite launch vehicle. 

➢  Ariane Passenger PayLoad Experiment, (APPLE) first communication satellite in India  19 June 

1981. 

➢ Udupi Ramachandra Rao : satellite Man of India 
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✓ The defence ministry said the 'INDUS-X' summit in Delhi marks a "significant milestone" in the 

collaborative efforts between the two countries. 

✓ About U.S.-India Defense Accelerator Ecosystem (INDUS-X): 

✓ It was launched in June 2023 during the state visit of the Prime Minister of India to the US. 

✓ Objective: To expand strategic technology partnerships and defense industrial cooperation between 

governments, businesses, and academic institutions in India and the US. 

✓ INDUS X will be a defence innovation bridge, which will inter-alia, include Joint Challenges, Joint 

Innovation Fund, Academia engagement, Industry-startup connect, investment by private entities in defence 

projects, mentoring by experts and niche technology projects etc. 

✓ The initiative aims to explore possibilities for co-producing jet engines, long-range artillery, and infantry 

vehicles. 

✓ India’s Innovations for Defense Excellence (iDEX) and the Office of the Secretary of Defense (OSD), US, 

are leading INDUS-X activities. 

Q. Consider the following statements regarding Mission Aspides: 

 1. It is a United States of America led naval mission. 

 2. It will send warships and airborne early warning systems to the Red Sea to protect cargo ships. 

 Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 A) 1 only B) 2 only 

 C) Both 1 and 2 D) Neither 1 nor 2 

  Answer : B    .   

✓ The European Union recently launched Mission Aspides to protect commercial vessels in the Red Sea from 

attacks by Iran-backed Houthi rebels. 

✓ About Mission Aspides: 

✓ It is a European Union (EU) naval mission to protect cargo ships in the Red Sea from attacks from Yemen’s 

Houthi rebels. 

✓ It will send European warships and airborne early warning systems to the Red Sea, Gulf of Aden and 

surrounding waters. 

✓ So far, France, Germany, Italy and Belgium have said they plan to contribute ships. 
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✓ Aspides vessels, whose operational command centre will be in the Greek city of Larissa, will have orders to 

fire on the Houthis only if they attack first and will not be authorised to shoot pre-emptively. 

✓ The mission is planned for one year but may be renewed. 

Q. Consider the following statements regarding the BharatNet Project: 

 1. It aims to provide access to broadband connectivity to Gram Panchayats across India. 

 2. It is executed by a Special Purpose Vehicle namely Bharat Broadband Network Limited. 

 Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 A) 1 only B) 2 only 

 C) Both 1 and 2 D) Neither 1 nor 2 

  Answer : C    .   

✓ State-owned Bharat Sanchar Nigam Limited (BSNL) has floated around Rs 65,000-crore tender for the 

implementation of the phase-III BharatNet project. 

✓ It is one of the biggest rural telecom projects in the world. 

✓ It is implemented in a phased manner to all Gram Panchayats in the country for providing non-

discriminatory access to broadband connectivity to all the telecom service providers. 

✓ Objective: To enable access providers like mobile operators, Internet Service Providers (ISPs), Cable TV 

operators, content providers to launch various services such as applications like e-health, e-education and e-

governance in rural and remote India. 

✓ The project has been approved in 2011. 

✓ It is being executed by a Special Purpose Vehicle namely Bharat Broadband Network Limited (BBNL), 

which has been incorporated in 2012 under Indian Companies Act 1956. 

✓ The Telecom Commission approved to implement the project in three phases. 

✓ BharatNet Phase-I: 

✓ It was approved in 2011 the project for the creation of the National Optical Fibre Network (now BharatNet) 

to provide broadband connectivity at the Gram Panchayat (GP) level by connecting block headquarters to 

GPs by using existing fibre of Central Public Sector Undertakings such as Bharat Sanchar Nigam Limited 

and RailTel Corporation of India Limited and laying incremental fibre to bridge the connectivity gap up to 

the GPs. 

✓ BharatNet Phase-II 
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✓ It was approved in 2017, which integrates the implementation experience of Phase-I of the project and aligns 

it with the vision of Digital India. 

✓ The modified strategy provides an optimal mix of media (OFC, Radio and satellite) to connect Gram 

Panchayats (GPs). 

✓ In the third phase from 2019 to 2023, state-of-the-art, future-proof network, including fiber between districts 

and blocks, with ring topology to provide redundancy would be created 

Q. Consider the following statements regarding the Rubber Board: 

 1. It is issues licenses to rubber producers, manufacturers and exporters. 

 2. It is a statutory organization under the Union Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers' Welfare. 

 Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 A) 1 only B) 2 only 

 C) Both 1 and 2 D) Neither 1 nor 2 

  Answer : A    .   

✓ Recently, the government has increased the allocation for Sustainable and Inclusive Development of Natural 

Rubber Sector by 23% to Rs 708.7 crore for the next two financial years and the scheme is run by the Rubber 

Board. 

✓ It is a statutory organization constituted under the Rubber Act, 1947. 

✓ It functions under the administrative control of the Ministry of Commerce and Industry. 

✓ Functions: 

✓ It is responsible for the development of the rubber industry in the country by assisting and encouraging 

research, development, extension and training activities related to rubber. 

✓ A crucial function of the Rubber Board is issuing licenses to rubber producers, manufacturers, and 

exporters/traders. This license, known as the "Rubber Board license/registration," is mandatory for anyone 

involved in rubber manufacturing and export 

✓ Structure: 

✓ It is headed by a Chairman appointed by the Central Government. 

✓ It has 28 members representing various interests of the natural rubber industry. 
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✓ The activities of the Board are exercised through Five Departments viz. General Services, Extension & 

Advisory Services, Research Services (rubber Research Institute of India), Training (Rubber Training 

Institute) & Finance. 

✓ Headquarters: Kottayam, Kerala 

Q. Which state has achieved 100 percent saturation in ‘Har Ghar Jal’ scheme under the Centre’s Jal 

Jeevan Mission (JJM)? 

 A) Uttar Pradesh B) Madhya Pradesh 

 C) Andhra Pradesh D) Rajasthan 

  Answer : C    .   

✓ Arunachal Pradesh has achieved 100 percent saturation in ‘Har Ghar Jal’ scheme under the Centre’s Jal 

Jeevan Mission (JJM). 

✓ The state has become the first in the northeast and tenth in the country to achieve a cent per cent saturation 

under the central government sponsored scheme. 

✓ The Centre’s share for the scheme in the state was ₹ 3,965.41 crore, while the state contributed ₹ 455.51 

crore to complete the project, ensuring every household gets clean and safe piped water. 

✓ Launched in 2019 by Prime Minister Narendra Modi, the ‘Jal Jeevan Mission’ is a centrally sponsored 

scheme aimed to provide safe and adequate drinking water through individual household tap connections 

to all households in rural India by 2024. 

Q. According to Bureau of Energy Efficiency (BEE) data, which state tops the country in terms of public 

electric vehicle charging stations with 5,059? 

 A) Tamil Nadu B) Karnataka 

 C) Telangana D) Kerala 

  Answer : B    .   

✓ Karnataka tops the country in terms of public electric vehicle charging stations with 5,059, according to 

statistics from the Bureau of Energy Efficiency (BEE), under the Union Ministry of Power. 

✓ Bengaluru Urban District has the most public charging stations with 4,281, which constitutes 85% of the 

charging infrastructure in the State. 

✓ In 2017, Karnataka became the pioneer in India by introducing the first electric vehicle (EV) policy. 

✓ At present, it leads in the number of public charging stations, with Maharashtra (3,079), Delhi (1,886), 

Kerala (958), Tamil Nadu (643), Uttar Pradesh (583), and Rajasthan (500) following suit. 
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✓ Meanwhile, in terms of the number of EVs, Uttar Pradesh is top with 7.45 lakh, followed by Maharashtra 

(4.15 lakh), and Karnataka (3.31 lakh). 

✓ The State government, last year, in a bid to create a robust electric vehicle ecosystem in Karnataka, unveiled 

a revised draft EV policy (2023-28), which aims to attract ₹50,000 crore in investment while creating job 

opportunities for one lakh people. 

✓ In Karnataka, the registered number of EVs has increased from 9,703 in 2020 to 33,306 in 2021, 95,892 in 

2022, and 1.52 lakh in 2023. 

Q. Who will take over as Non-Executive Part-time Chairman of ICICI Bank after G. C. Chaturvedi’s 

term ends on 30 June 2024? 

 A) Pradeep Kumar Sinha B) Aman Sharma 

 C) Abhishek Singh D) Ramesh Chand 

  Answer : A    .   

✓ Former Cabinet Secretary Pradeep Kumar Sinha will take over as Non-Executive Part-time Chairman of 

ICICI Bank after G. C. Chaturvedi’s term ends on 30 June 2024. 

✓ The Bank’s Board, has approved the appointment of Sinha as an Additional (Independent) Director for a 

period of five years, with immediate effect subject to the approval of shareholders. 

✓ Sinha joined the Indian Administrative Service (Uttar Pradesh in 1977). 

✓ He served as the Cabinet Secretary (from June 2015) for more than four years before moving to the Prime 

Minister’s Office. He retired from there in March 2021. 

ICICI BANK IN NEWS 2023-24 
➢ Pradeep Kumar Sinha to take over as Non-Executive Part-time Chairman of ICICI Bank. 

➢ HDFC Bank to acquire up to 9.5% stake in ICICI Bank. 

➢ ICICI Bank Canada Launches ‘Money2India (Canada)’ Mobile Banking App. 

➢ iVIS, a subsidiary of Magellanic Cloud, has announced its empanelment with ICICI Bank for the 

delivery of e-surveillance services across branches. 

➢ ICICI Bank receives RBI’s nod to make Securities a wholly-owned subsidiary. 

➢ ICICI Bank Introduces ‘iFinance,’ A One-Stop Solution for Multi-Bank Account Access. 

➢ IIT Kanpur has signed an MoU with private lender ICICI Bank to support the startup ecosystem in 

the institute. 
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Q. Rizwan Javed was banned from all cricket for 17.5 years for his part in match-fixing attempts during 

the 2021 Abu Dhabi T10 League. For which country does he play cricket? 

 A) Pakistan B) Bangladesh 

 C) United Kingdom D) Afghanistan 

  Answer : C    .   

✓ A UK club cricketer, Rizwan Javed received a 17.5 years ban from all cricket due to his participation in 

match-fixing attempts during the 2021 Abu Dhabi T10 League. 

✓ Authorities enforced the ban on September 19, 2023, as Javed failed to address charges related to his 

involvement in the league. 

✓ Javed was among eight players and officials charged by the International Cricket Council (ICC) on behalf 

of the Emirates Cricket Board (ECB) in September last year. 

✓ Bangladesh all-rounder Nasir Hossain received charges and is currently serving a two-year ban. 

Q. Suhani Bhatnagar passed away recently at the age of 19. Who was she? 

 A) Magician B) Sculptor 

 C) Actress D) Social Worker 

  Answer : C    .   

✓ Suhani Bhatnagar, who played young Babita Kumari Phogat in Aamir Khan’s ‘Dangal’, died. 

➢ Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has taken strict measures against two prominent banking institutions, 

Kotak Mahindra Bank penalty of Rs 3.95 crore and ICICI Bank penalty of Rs 12.19 crore, by imposing 

significant penalties. 

➢ RBI approves reappointment of Sandeep Bakshi as ICICI Bank MD & CEO for three more years till 

October 2026.  

➢ ICICI Bank gets RBI nod to make I-Process Services as wholly-owned subsidiary. 

➢ Industrial Credit and Investment Corporation of India (ICICI) BANK 

➢ Founded : 1994 

➢ HQ : Mumbai, Maharashtra 

➢ MD & CEO : Sandeep Bakhshi 

➢ Tagline : Hum Hai Na Khayal Apka. 
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✓ She was 19. 

✓ Suhani became a household name after playing young Babita Kumari Phogat in the 2016 film, ‘Dangal’. 

She shared screen space with Aamir Khan, Sakshi Tanwar, and Zaira Wasim. 

Q. Which state government has launched the ‘Van Mitra’ scheme to encourage community participation 

in tree-planting activities in non-forest areas? 

 A) Haryana B) Gujarat 

 C) Kerala D) West Bengal 

  Answer : A    .   

✓ Haryana Chief Minister Manohar Lal Khattar has launched the ‘Van Mitra’ scheme and its portal to 

encourage community participation in tree planting activities in non-forest areas. 

✓ The members of families with an annual income of less than Rs 1.80 lakh can register to become ‘Van 

Mitras’. 

✓ The objective of this scheme is to directly involve the local public in increasing forest areas across the state, 

ensuring an increase in the survival rate of afforestation, and promoting tree planting in non-forest areas. 

✓ Each van mitra will receive an incentive based on the maintenance of the plant and they can plant a 

maximum of 1,000 saplings. Any individual aged between 18 and 60 can become a van mitra, according to 

an official statement. 

Q. Who has inaugurated “SUFALAM: Start-Up Forum for Aspiring Leaders and Mentors Startup 

Conclave 2024”? 

 A) G Kishan Reddy B) Pashupati Kumar Paras 

 C) Jitendra Singh D) Narendra Modi 

  Answer : B    .   

✓ Union Minister of Food Processing Pashupati Kumar Paras has inaugurated “SUFALAM: Start-Up Forum 

for Aspiring Leaders and Mentors Startup Conclave 2024”. 

✓ This initiative demonstrates the government’s unwavering dedication to fostering entrepreneurship and 

building a supportive ecosystem for startups, which in turn empowers aspiring entrepreneurs in the food 

processing industry. 

✓ About SUFALAM 
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✓ The Startup Conclave for Food Processing Entrepreneurs has the potential to be a game-changing event, 

driving the sector towards a future marked by innovation, sustainability, and inclusive growth. 

✓ As startups come together to exhibit their creativity and foresight, the conclave acts as a source of inspiration, 

encouraging the upcoming generation of food processing leaders to push the limits of what’s possible. 

Q. Who has inaugurated the newly constructed Kalughat Inland Waterways Transport (IWT) terminal 

on National Waterways -1 in Bihar? 

 A) Nitish Kumar B) Sarbananda Sonowal 

 C) Lalu Yadav D) G Kishan Reddy 

  Answer : B    .   

✓ Union Minister Sarbananda Sonowal has inaugurated the newly constructed Kalughat Inland Waterways 

Transport (IWT) terminal on National Waterways -1 (NW-1) at Kalugaht near Parmanandpur in Saran 

district in Bihar. 

✓ It has been constructed with a worth of 82.48 crore rupees. 

✓ It will provide seamless connectivity to vessels from Haldia and Kolkata ports along NW -1. 

✓ The new Intermodal Terminal cargo will enhance handling capacity along inland waterways. 

Q. With which country’s central bank, RBI are planning to integrate their respective fast payment 

systems for facilitating cross-border remittances? 

 A) Nepal B) Maldives 

 C) Bhutan D) Pakistan 

  Answer : A    .   

✓ The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) and Nepal Rastra Bank entered into an agreement integrating the Unified 

Payments Interface (UPI) of India and the National Payments Interface (NPI) of Nepal for cross-border 

remittances. 

✓ The integration of Indian and Nepalese fast payment systems is aimed at facilitating cross-border remittances 

between the two countries by enabling users of the two systems to make instant, low-cost fund transfers. 

✓ The collaboration between India and Nepal in linking their fast payment systems through the UPI-NPI 

linkage will deepen financial connectivity and reinforce the enduring historical, cultural, and economic ties 

between the two countries. 
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✓ Recently, Sri Lanka, Mauritius, and France have enabled the Indian digital payment system — UPI in these 

countries. 

Q. Prabowo Subianto has been elected as President of which country? 

 A) Malaysia B) Indonesia 

 C) Singapore D) Thailand 

  Answer : B    .   

✓ Prabowo Subianto elected as Indonesia President 

✓ Prabowo Subianto emerges victorious in Indonesia’s Presidential race, securing nearly 60% of the votes in 

the first round. 

✓ His military background and alignment with President Joko Widodo’s policies propel him to a clear-cut 

victory, sparking positive reactions in Indonesian markets. 

✓ About Indonesia 

✓ Capital – Jakarta 

✓ Currency – Rupiah 

✓ Official language – Indonesian 

✓ President – Prabowo Subianto 

Q. The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has extended the deadline for restrictions on deposit and credit 

transactions of Paytm Payments Bank Limited (PPBL) to ___ 

 A) 15 March 2024 B) 1 April 2024 

 C) 15 April 2024 D) 1 May 2024 

  Answer : A    .   

✓ Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has extended the deadline for restrictions on deposit and credit transactions of 

Paytm Payments Bank Limited (PPBL) to March 15, 2024 stating that customers and merchants might 

require “a little more time to make alternative arrangements. 

✓ The earlier deadline was February 29. 

✓ The regulator has clarified that merchants can accept payments using Paytm QR code, soundbox or point 

of sale (PoS) terminal even after March 15, if the receipt or transfer of funds are linked to any banks other 

than PPBL. 
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✓ Merchants, however, cannot transact after March 15 if the QR code, PoS, and sound box are linked to 

PPBL. 

✓ Merchants, however, cannot transact after March 15 if the QR code, PoS, and sound box are linked to 

PPBL. 

✓ It was also clarified that PPBL couldnot offer any banking services, including unified payments interface 

(UPI) facility after March 15 — the deadline of which was February 29 earlier. No money transfers into 

PPBL accounts via UPI is not allowed after March 15. 

Q. Kavita Chaudhary passed away recently at the age of 67. Who was she? 

 A) Historian B) Actor 

 C) Writer D) Social Worker 

  Answer : B    .   

✓ Kavita Chaudhary, known for her 1989 superhit TV show, ‘Udaan’, and for playing Lalita-ji in the iconic 

Surf ads, died at the age of 67. 

✓ Kavita Chaudhary was best known for her portrayal of IPS officer Kalyani Singh in Udaan a progressive 

show about women empowerment, which ran on Doordarshan between 1989 and 1991. 

✓ Besides starring, she wrote and directed the serial, which was inspired by the life of her elder sister and police 

officer Kanchan Chaudhary Bhattacharya. 

Q. Who has been named as the 'State Icon' of Punjab under the voter awareness campaign? 

 A) Harbhajan Singh B) Yuvraj Singh 

 C) Guru Randhawa D) Shubman Gill 

  Answer : D    .   

✓ Young Indian cricketer Shubman Gill has been named as the "state icon" for the upcoming Lok Sabha 

elections by the Office of the Chief Electoral Officer, Punjab. In October last year, the Election Commission 

of India had appointed famous actor Rajkumar Rao as 'National Icon'. Former cricketers like Sachin 

Tendulkar, MS Dhoni, Aamir Khan and Mary Kom have been national icons 

Q. Where is the 11th International Puppet Festival being held? 

 A) Patna B) Varanasi 

 C) Chandigarh D) Jaipur 
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  Answer : C    .   

✓ The 11th International Puppet Festival is being organized in Chandigarh.  

✓ The program was inaugurated by Punjab Governor and UT Administrator Banwarilal Purohit. It is being 

organized at Tagore Theater from 17th February to 21st February. 

Q. With whom has 'Investor Education and Protection Fund Authority' signed an agreement to increase 

awareness? 

 A) Asian Development Bank B) DBS Bank 

 C) State Bank of India D) Punjab National Bank 

  Answer : B    .   

✓ 'Investor Education and Protection Fund Authority' (IEPFA) has entered into an agreement with DBS Bank 

to spread awareness on investment and fraudulent schemes. As per the MOU, the Bank will take forward 

IEPFA's investor awareness campaign by disseminating security messages through its various digital 

platforms. IEPFA was established in the year 2016. 

Q. NASA and which country’s space agency have joined to launch the world’s first wooden satellite? 

 A) Japan 

 B) Russia 

 C) India 

 D) UK 

  Answer : A    .   

✓ NASA and Japan’s space agency, JAXA, are planning to launch the world’s first wooden satellite, LignoSat, 

in 2024.  

✓ The satellite is designed to reduce space debris and is made of biodegradable magnolia wood, known as 

Hoonoki in Japanese.  

✓ The satellite is being developed by scientists at Kyoto University.  

✓ First tests have been performed in space-simulating laboratories, and wood samples found no signs of 

damage, decomposition, or mass changes.  

✓ The initiative aims to make spaceflight operations more sustainable and pave the way for a more sustainable 

future in orbit 
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Q. Who has been appointed as the Joint Managing Director of Kotak Mahindra Bank? 

 A) Milind Nagnur B) KVS Manian 

 C) Shanti Ekambaram D) Paul Parambi 

  Answer : B   .   

✓ KVS Manian has been appointed as the Joint Managing Director of Kotak Mahindra Bank, with effect from 

1 March. 

✓ Manian was serving as the whole-time Director and key managerial personnel of the bank. 

✓ Shanti Ekambaram, who is currently a whole-time Director, has been appointed as the Deputy MD with 

effect from March 1, 2024. 

✓ The current Chief Financial Officer (CFO) Devang Gheewalla has been appointed as the President and 

Group Chief Financial Officer with effect from April 1, 2024. 

✓ The bank has appointed Milind Nagnur as the Chief Operating Officer of the Bank, with effect from April 

1, 2024. He is currently the Chief Technology Officer of the Bank. 

✓ Another member, Paul Parambi, currently the Chief Risk Officer of the Bank, has been promoted to the 

position of Group Chief Risk Officer with effect from March 1, 2024. 

KOTAK MAHINDRA BANK IN NEWS 2023-24 
➢ CCI approves Zurich Insurance’s acquisition of 70% stake in Kotak Mahindra General Insurance. 

➢ Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has approved the appointment of CS Rajan as part-time Chairman of 

Kotak Mahindra Bank.  

➢ Kotak Mahindra Bank has partnered with National E-Governance Services Limited (NeSL) to issue 

its first electronic Bank Guarantee (e-BG) on the latter’s platform. 

➢ Ashok Vaswani is next Kotak Mahindra Bank CEO. 

➢ Kotak Mahindra Bank has received the Reserve Bank of India’s (RBI) approval to acquire 100% stake 

in micro-lender Sonata Finance. 

➢ Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has imposed a penalty or ₹12.19 crore on ICICI Bank and ₹3.95 crore on 

Kotak Mahindra Bank for non-compliance of certain regulatory norms. 

➢ Kotak Mahindra Bank 

➢ Founded 1985 

➢ Founders : Uday Kotak 
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Q. The government of India has increased the authorized capital of Food Corporation of India (FCI) 

from ₹10,000 crore to how much crore to enhance the operational capabilities and fulfill its mandate 

effectively? 

 A) 15,000 crore  B) 21,000 crore  

 C) 20,000 crore  D) 25,000 crore 

  Answer : B    .   

✓ Government raises authorized capital of FCI from Rs 10,000 cr to Rs 21,000 cr 

✓ The government of India has increased the authorized capital of state-run Food Corporation of India (FCI) 

from ₹10,000 crore to ₹21,000 crore to enhance the operational capabilities and fulfill its mandate effectively. 

✓ FCI is the central government’s nodal agency that undertakes the procurement of foodgrains at a minimum 

support price (MSP) to protect the interest of farmers. It also maintains strategic stocks and distributes the 

grains under different welfare schemes. 

✓ The increase in the authorized capital will reduce the interest burden, decrease the economic cost and 

ultimately affecting the government subsidy positively. 

✓ These measures are essential not only for reducing post-harvest losses but also for ensuring efficient 

distribution of food grains to consumers. 

✓ About FCI 

✓ The Food Corporation of India (FCI) is a statutory body under the Ministry of Consumer Affairs, Food and 

Public Distribution. 

➢ Headquarters : Mumbai, Maharashtra 

➢ MD & CEO : Ashok Vaswani 

➢ Tagline : Let's Make Money Simple Ab Kona Kona Kotak. 

➢ Kotak Mahindra Bank Limited is an Indian banking and financial services company headquartered in 

Mumbai. 

➢ It is India's third largest private sector bank by market capitalisation after HDFC Bank and ICICI 

Bank. 

➢ As of 31 March 2023, the bank has a national footprint of 1,780 branches and 2,963 ATMs. 

➢ Kotak Mahindra Finance was then renamed Kotak Mahindra Bank. At the time, Uday Kotak had a 

56% stake in the company while Anand Mahindra held a 5% stake . 
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✓ It was set up in 1965 following the enactment of the Food Corporation Act, 1964. 

✓ It was set up in 1965 with its initial headquarters at Chennai. Later this was moved to New Delhi. 

Q. Which country has recently become a new member of the International Solar Alliance? 

 A) Malta  

 B) Chile  

 C) Albania  

 D) Qatar 

  Answer : A   .   

✓ The central Mediterranean country Malta has recently become a new member of the International Solar 

Alliance.  

✓ India has welcomed Malta as the 119th country to join the International Solar Alliance.  

✓ Christopher Cutajar, Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Malta signed the ISA Framework 

Agreement in New Delhi.  

✓ ISA was established in the year 2015, its headquarters is in Gurugram, India 

✓ Malta 

✓ Capital : Valletta 

✓ Currency : Euro 

✓  President : George Vella 

✓ Prime Minister : Robert Abela 

✓ International Solar Alliance (ISA). 

✓ Founded - 2015 

✓ HQ - Gurugram Haryana 

✓ Director General - Ajay Mathur 

✓ Membership : 121 

✓  ISA : Joint Initiative by India and France 

✓ International Solar Alliance (ISA) was launched by Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Former 

France Prime Minister Francois Hollande on 30 November 2015 during the 21st session of the United 

Nations Climate Change COP-21 in Paris, France to promote solar energy. 

✓ India and France have been re-elected as the President and co-President of the International Solar Alliance. 
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Q. Sominsai festival, recently seen in the news, is associated with which country? 

 A) Egypt B) Vietnam 

 C) Japan D) China 

  Answer : C   .   

✓ The Sominsai festival, deeply ingrained in Japanese culture, recently marked its millennium-long legacy’s 

final celebration.  

✓ This ancient tradition, occurring on the seventh day of the Lunar New Year, showcased fervent nude 

wrestling matches among hundreds of men over wooden talismans.  

✓ The festival, a captivating spectacle of tradition and spirituality, has left an indelible mark on Japan’s cultural 

landscape. 

FESTIVAL IN NEWS 2023-24 
➢ Orange Festival : Nagaland  

➢ Pakke Paga Hornbill Festival : Arunachal Pradesh  

➢ Ethnic Mamani Festival : Ladakh  

➢ International Camel Festival : Bikaner, Rajasthan  

➢ Chandubi Festival : Assam 

➢ International Purple Fest 2024 -  Goa 

➢ National Street Food Festival : New Delhi  

➢ Kuno Forest Festival : Madhya Pradesh  

➢ 'Shar Amartala Torgya' Festival : Arunachal Pradesh  

➢ 24th Hornbill Festival : Nagaland  

➢ Dhillo festival : Goa 

➢ India International Science Festival (IISF) 2023 : Faridabad, Haryana 

➢ Arattu festival : Kerala  

➢ Banni festival : Andhra Pradesh  

➢ Zanskar Festival : Ladakh  

➢ Indo-Latin America Cultural Festival : New Delhi  

➢ Nuakhai festival : Odisha  

➢ Nadi Utsav : Delhi  
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Q. Which ministry signed a contract with Bharat Electronics Limited (BEL) for the procurement of 11 

Shakti warfare systems? 

 A) Ministry of Defence 

 B) Ministry of Home Affairs 

 C) Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology 

 D) Ministry of Power 

  Answer : A   .   

✓ The Ministry of Defence signed a contract with Bharat Electronics Limited (BEL) for the procurement of 11 

Shakti warfare systems and related equipment.  

✓ The electronic warfare system will be installed on the Indian Navy’s frontline warships.  

✓ The advanced EW system ‘Shakti’ was designed and developed by the Defence Electronics Research 

Laboratory Hyderabad to intercept, detect, classify, identify, and jam conventional and modern radars.  

✓ BEL is an Indian government-owned aerospace and defense electronics company that primarily 

manufactures advanced electronic products for ground and aerospace applications 

Q. Who has been elected as the new president of the International Court of Justice (ICJ)? 

 A) Nawaf Salam B) Joan Donoghue 

 C) Aniruddha Bose D) Julia Sebutinde 

  Answer : A   .   

➢ Karnataka Cultural Festival : Sri Lanka . 

➢ Unmesha’ – International Literature Festival and ‘Utkarsh’ – Festival of Folk and Tribal Performing 

Arts : Bhopal, Madhya Pradesh 

➢ Festival of Libraries 2023 : New Delhi . 

➢ Chachin Grazing Festival : Arunachal Pradesh 

➢ Harela Festival : Uttarakhand  

➢ Bonalu Festival : Telangana  

➢ Kharchi Puja : Tripura  

➢ Palkhi festival : Maharashtra  

➢ Raja festival : Odisha 
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✓ Nawaf Salam, the first Lebanese and second Arab, succeeded US Judge Joan Donoghue as the President of 

the International Court of Justice (ICJ) in The Hague.  

✓ He serves a three-year term, starting in 2024.  

✓ Court elected Judge Nawaf Salam (Lebanon) as President and Judge Julia Sebutinde (Uganda) as Vice-

President. 

✓ Salam began his ICJ journey in 2018, showcasing a distinguished career in international law.  

✓ As the highest global judicial authority, ICJ resolves legal disputes between states and offers advisory 

opinions on UN-related legal matters, playing a crucial role in international relations. 

✓ International Court of Justice (ICJ) 

✓ Established : 1945 

✓ Headquarters :  The Hague, Netherlands 

✓ Judge term length : 9 years 

✓ Number of positions : 15 

✓ President :  Nawaf Salam (Lebanon)  

✓ Vice-President :  Julia Sebutinde (Uganda) 

APPOINTMENT IN NEWS 2023-24 
➢ The government has appointed Nina Singh as the first woman Director General of the Central 

Industrial Security Force (CISF). 

➢ Anil Kumar Lahoti Appointed Chairman Of TRAI. 

➢ Daljit Singh Chaudhary appointed Director General of Sashastra Seema Bal (SSB). 

➢ Tshering Tobgay Re-Elected As Bhutan’s Prime Minister. 

➢ Senthil Pandian C as the new ambassador to the World Trade Organisation (WTO) in Geneva, 

succeeding Brajendra Navnit. 

➢ India's seasoned diplomat, Ambassador Indra Mani Pandey, has officially become the Secretary 

General of BIMSTEC, succeeding Tenzin Lekphell from Bhutan. 

➢ Ashwani Gupta Appointed as CEO of Adani Ports and Special Economic Zone 

➢ Raghuram Iyer appointed as CEO of Indian Olympic Association 

➢ Vikas Sheel appointed Executive Director, Asian Development Bank 
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Q. Barsingsar Solar Power Plant, recently seen in the news, is located in which state? 

 A) Gujarat B) Rajasthan 

 C) Madhya Pradesh D) Odisha 

  Answer : B   .   

✓ Prime Minister Narendra Modi laid the foundation stone for the 300 MW Barsingsar Solar Power Plant in 

Rajasthan’s Bikaner district, advancing India’s renewable energy goals.  

✓ NLC India Limited, a Navratna CPSE, is implementing the project under the Ministry of New & Renewable 

Energy’s CPSE Scheme.  

✓ The initiative, aligned with the Atma Nirbhar Bharat initiative, uses cutting-edge technology, aims to 

produce 750 million units of green power annually, and marks NLCIL as the first CPSE to achieve a 1 GW 

Solar capacity milestone in India 

Q. Consider the following statements regarding Global Initiative on Digital Health (GIDH): 

 1. It is launched by the World Health Organization (WHO). 

 2. Its membership is open to all institutions engaged in digital health. 

 Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 A) 1 only B) 2 only 

 C) Both 1 and 2 D) Neither 1 nor 2 

  Answer : C    .   

✓ Achieving one of the three priority areas agreed upon during India’s G20 presidency in 2023, the World 

Health Organization (WHO) recently launched the Global Initiative on Digital Health (GIDH) virtually. 

✓ About Global Initiative on Digital Health (GIDH): 

➢ Sanjiv Aggarwal Appointed CEO and MD of National Investment and Infrastructure Fund Limited 

(NIIFL) 

➢ Rashmi Shukla becomes Maharashtra’s first woman Director General of Police 

➢ P Santhosh Appointed as MD of National Asset Reconstruction Company (NARCL). 

➢ Nadia Calvino Appointed as New President of the European Investment Bank 

➢ Kia India Appoints Gwanggu Lee as New MD and CEO 
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✓ It is a WHO managed network aiming to amplify and align resources toward country-led digital health 

transformation through strengthened collaboration and knowledge exchange. 

✓ It is a platform for sharing knowledge and digital products among countries. 

✓ The initiative aims to achieve the following objectives through collaborative efforts: 

✓ Assess and prioritize the country’s needs for sustainable digital health transformation. 

✓ Increase the alignment of country-level digital health resources and unfunded priorities. 

✓ Support the accelerated achievement of the strategic objectives of the Global Strategy on Digital Health 

2020-2025. 

✓ GIDH will support countries in three ways: by listening to their needs, by aligning resources to avoid 

fragmentation and overlap, and by providing quality assured products. 

✓ Membership: Membership is open to all institutions engaged in digital health 

Q. Consider the following statements regarding Shompen Tribe, recently seen in the news: 

 1. It resides on the Lakshadweep group of islands. 

 2. It is one of the Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups (PVTGs) in India. 

 Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 A) 1 only B) 2 only 

 C) Both 1 and 2 D) Neither 1 nor 2 

  Answer : B    .   

✓ India's president recently made a whistle stop tour of an island earmarked for multi-billion-dollar 

development that experts warn could wipe out the indigenous Shompen tribe, which calls it home. 

✓ About Shompen Tribe: 

✓ The Shompen are one of the most isolated tribes on Earth. 

✓ They reside in the dense tropical rain forest of the Great Nicobar Island of Andaman and Nicobar group of 

Islands. 

✓ They are one of the least studied Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups (PVTGs) in India. 

✓ Though according to the Census (2011), the estimated population of Shompen is 229, the exact population 

of Shompen is unknown till today. 
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Q. Consider the following statements regarding the Raisina Dialogue: 

 1. It is an annual conference on geopolitics and geo-economics issues. 

 2. It is organized by the Observer Research Foundation in partnership with the Ministry of External 

Affairs. 

 Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 A) 1 only B) 2 only 

 C) Both 1 and 2 D) Neither 1 nor 2 

  Answer : C    .   

✓ The ninth edition of the Raisina Dialogue will be held from February 21 to 23rd in New Delhi. 

✓ It is an annual conference on geopolitics and geoeconomics, which aims to address the most challenging 

issues faced by the world. 

✓ It is held annually since 2016 in New Delhi. 

✓ The conference is attended by people from political, business, media, and civil society backgrounds. 

✓ The Dialogue is structured as a multi-stakeholder, cross-sectoral discussion, involving heads of state, cabinet 

ministers and local government officials, who are joined by thought leaders from the private sector, media 

and academia. 

✓ It is organized by the Observer Research Foundation (ORF) in partnership with the Ministry of External 

Affairs, Government of India. 

✓ The theme of the 2024 edition is “Chaturanga: Conflict, Contest, Cooperate, Create,” 

Q. Consider the following statements regarding the United Nations Economic and Social Commission 

for Asia and the Pacific: 

 1. It is one of the five regional commissions of the United Nations. 

 2. It headquarter is located in New Delhi. 

 Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 A) 1 only B) 2 only 

 C) Both 1 and 2 D) Neither 1 nor 2 

  Answer : A    .   
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✓ According to a new report by United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific 

(UNESCAP), at the current pace of growth, the region will not attain the 17 Sustainable Development Goals 

(SDGs) until 2062 or will be 32 years behind schedule. 

✓ It is the most inclusive intergovernmental platform in the Asia-Pacific region. 

✓ It was established in 1947. 

✓ Mandate: To promote economic and social development in the Asian and Pacific region by fostering 

cooperation between its members and associate members. 

✓ The Commission promotes cooperation among its 53 member States and 9 associate members in pursuit of 

solutions to sustainable development challenges. 

✓ It is one of the five regional commissions of the United Nations. 

✓ Head quarters: Bangkok, Thailand. 

✓ What are Sustainable Development Goals? 

✓ These were adopted by the United Nations in 2015 as a universal call to action to end poverty, protect the 

planet, and ensure that by 2030 all people enjoy peace and prosperity. 

✓ The SDGs framework sets targets for 231 unique indicators across 17 SDG goals related to economic 

development, social welfare, and environmental sustainability, to be met by 2030. 

✓ The 17 SDGs are integrated; they recognise that action in one area will affect outcomes in others, and that 

development must balance social, economic, and environmental sustainability 

Q. Consider the following statements regarding the India, Brazil and South Africa (IBSA) Fund: 

 1. It is used to support demand-driven, transformational projects in developing countries. 

 2. The World Bank serves as the Secretariat of the IBSA Fund. 

 Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 A) 1 only 

 B) 2 only 

 C) Both 1 and 2 

 D) Neither 1 nor 2 

  Answer : A    .   

✓ Recently, India has contributed USD 1 million to a fund established by India, Brazil and South Africa.  

✓ It was established in 2004 and became operational in 2006. 
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✓ The IBSA countries - India, Brazil and South Africa - each contribute one million dollars annually to the 

Fund in a spirit of partnership and support for Southern-led, demand-driven, transformational projects in 

developing countries. 

✓ The purpose of the fund is to identify replicable and scalable projects that can be disseminated to developing 

countries on a demand-driven basis. 

✓ IBSA Fund-supported projects help partner countries in the Global South to achieve their national priorities, 

as well as all other internationally agreed development goals. 

✓ Objectives: It includes promoting food security, and addressing HIV/AIDS, to extending access to safe 

drinking water all to contribute to the achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals. 

✓ The IBSA Fund has allocated USD 50.6 million to date, supporting 45 projects across 37 countries of the 

global South. 

✓ The UN Office for South-South Cooperation (UNOSSC) serves as the Fund Manager and Secretariat of the 

IBSA Fund 

Q. Which bank has been authorized by the West Bengal government to collect tax and non-tax receipts 

on its behalf? 

 A) Bandhan Bank B) HDFC Bank 

 C) ICICI Bank D) Yes Bank 

  Answer : A    .   

✓ Private lender Bandhan Bank has been authorised by the West Bengal government to collect tax and non-

tax receipts on its behalf. 

✓ The mandate will enable the bank to collect revenues through the Government Receipt Portal System 

(GRIPS). 

✓ By virtue of this mandate, people will be able to pay various taxes like property tax, motor vehicle tax and 

professional tax using this portal. 

✓ GRIPS is an online internet-based platform for making various tax and non-tax payments to the West Bengal 

government. 

✓ Bandhan Bank 

✓ Founded : 2001 

✓ Founder : Chandra Shekhar Ghosh 

✓ Headquarters : Kolkata 
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✓ MD & CEO : Chandra Shekhar Ghosh 

✓ Chairperson : Anup Kumar Sinha 

Q. Which country tested the new surface-to-sea missile “Padsuri-6”? 

 A) United States B) North Korea 

 C) Japan D) China 

  Answer : B    .   

✓ North Korea test-launched the new surface-to-sea missiles, “Padasuri-6”. 

✓ The missile hit a target after launch over waters in the East Sea for around 1400 seconds, or 23 minutes and 

20 seconds. 

✓ The missile seems to be designed to counter the naval capabilities of South Korea and the United States, 

such as U.S. aircraft carriers. 

✓ North Korea 

✓ Capital : Pyongyang 

✓ Currency : won 

✓ President : Kim Jong-un 

Q. India’s women’s badminton team has defeated which country to win the Badminton Asia Team 

Championship title in Malaysia? 

 A) North Korea 

 B) Thailand 

 C) Malaysia 

 D) Indonesia 

  Answer : B    .   

✓ India women’s badminton team scripted history in Selangor Malaysia as they won the Badminton Asia 

Team Championships crown, beating Thailand 3-2 in a hard-fought final. 

✓ This is the first time India have won the prestigious continental team championship title in the history of the 

sport. 

✓ PV Sindhu, Gayatri Gopichand-Treesa Jolly and teenage sensational Anmol Kharb won their respective 

matches as India won the final 3-2 in Shah Alam. 
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Q. Which cricket player has been named as Captain of IPL’s Greatest All-Time Team? 

 A) Rohit Sharma B) Virat Kohli 

 C) Mahendra Singh Dhoni D) AB de Villiers 

  Answer : C    .   

✓ Chennai Super Kings (CSK) skipper MS Dhoni was picked as the captain to lead the all-time greatest IPL 

side. 

✓ The 15-member squad was selected by a panel of experts, including former legends Wasim Akram, Dale 

Steyn, Matthew Hayden, and Tom Moody, along with 70 other journalists. 

✓ The top order consisted of Australian batter David Warner, Indian superstar Virat Kohli, and West Indian 

powerhouse Chris Gayle. 

✓ While Kohli is the all-time leading run-scorer in IPL history with 7,263 runs, Warner is third and first among 

overseas batters with 6,397 runs. 

✓ All-time greatest IPL squad: 

✓ MS Dhoni (c), Virat Kohli, Chris Gayle, David Warner, Suresh Raina, AB de Villiers, Suryakumar Yadav, 

Hardik Pandya, Ravindra Jadeja, Kieron Pollard, Rashid Khan, Sunil Narine, Yuzvendra Chahal, Lasith 

Malinga, and Jasprit Bumrah 

Q. Union Minister Ashini Vaishnav has been elected Rajya Sabha member from which state? 

 A) Uttar Pradesh 

 B) Madhya Pradesh 

 C) Assam  

 D) Odisha 

  Answer : D    .   

✓ Union minister Ashwini Vaishnav and ruling BJD's Debashish Samantre and Subhashish Khuntia were 

elected unopposed to the Rajya Sabha from Odisha.  

✓ Elections are to be held on 27 February for 56 seats of the Rajya Sabha, the upper house of the parliament.  

✓ Meanwhile, leaders have been elected unopposed on 41 out of 56 seats.  

✓ The leaders elected unopposed include former Congress President Sonia Gandhi, BJP President JP Nadda 

etc. 

http://www.aparchitexamwarriors.com/
https://t.me/joinchat/AAAAAE8dn2HB6sDtwXmGFg
https://m.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=114372970613721&substory_index=0&id=103828281668190
https://www.instagram.com/aparchitexamwarriors/
file:///D:/Deep%20Yadav%20Sir/Weekly/April%2021/Instamojo


 

Follow us: Official Site, Telegram, Facebook, Instagram, Instamojo      78 

 

ODISHA IN NEWS 2023-24 
➢ Odisha government declared the Gupteswar forest in Koraput district as its fourth Biodiversity 

Heritage Site (BHS). 

➢ Odisha To Establish The World's First Melanistic Tiger Safari. 

➢ It is located near Similipal Tiger Reserve (STR) in Mayurbhanj. 

➢ Kai Chutney, also known as Red Ant Chutney, from Odisha, has been granted the Geographical 

Indication (GI) tag due to its unique taste and texture.  

➢ Aditya Birla Group’s Hindalco Industries  will invest Rs 800 crore to set up a battery aluminium foil 

plant in Odisha. 

➢ President Draupadi Murmu has launched the National Education Campaign titled "New Education 

for New India" in Odisha.  

➢ Odisha Cabinet, led by Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik, has granted approval for the ‘Location 

Accessible Multi-modal Initiative (LAccMI)’ scheme. 

➢ Minister of Civil Aviation, Shri Jyotiraditya M Scindia inaugurated Utkela Airport owned by the 

Government of Odisha. 

➢ Recently, Koraput Kalajeera Rice,’ an aromatic rice of odisha has got Geographical Indications status. 

➢ Odisha Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik has distributed land right certificates to the 65,000 poor 

families living in the slums of five metropolitan cities including Bhubaneswar, Cuttack, Berhampur, 

Sambalpur, and Rourkela. 

➢ Odisha Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik has launched the ‘Mo Jungle Jami Yojana’ for indigenous 

people of the state to ensure individual and community rights over forest land for eligible beneficiaries. 

➢ India’s biggest natural arch formed 184 million years ago discovered in Odisha by Geological Survey 

of India (GSI). 

➢ Odisha becomes the first state to notify a committee for conservation of seeds preserved by tribal 

farmers. 

➢ Odisha government launched the 'Mo Ghara' (My Home) housing scheme. 

➢ PM Modi launches railway projects worth over 8,000 crore rupees in Odisha. 

➢ Odisha government has expanded the jurisdiction of Special Development Councils (SDCs) from nine 

to 23 districts to improve the lives of 84 lakh tribal people. 

➢ Odisha has its 88th foundation day on 1st April 2023. 

http://www.aparchitexamwarriors.com/
https://t.me/joinchat/AAAAAE8dn2HB6sDtwXmGFg
https://m.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=114372970613721&substory_index=0&id=103828281668190
https://www.instagram.com/aparchitexamwarriors/
file:///D:/Deep%20Yadav%20Sir/Weekly/April%2021/Instamojo


 

Follow us: Official Site, Telegram, Facebook, Instagram, Instamojo      79 

 

 

Q. How many total medals did India win in the Asian Indoor Athletics Championship? 

 A) 4 B) 5 

 C) 6 D) 7 

  Answer : A    .   

✓ India won a total of four medals including three gold and one silver medal in the Asian Indoor Athletics 

Championship held in Tehran. 

✓ A total of 13 Indian athletes participated in the eleventh edition of the Asian Indoor Athletics 

Championships 2024, which included six female and seven male players 

Q. Where was India's first Skill India Center inaugurated? 

 A) Patna  B) Sambalpur  

 C) Bhubaneswar D) Chennai 

  Answer : C    .   

✓ Union Minister of Education and Skill Development and Entrepreneurship Dharmendra Pradhan 

inaugurated the country's first Skill India Center (SIC) in Sambalpur, Odisha.  

✓ After this programme, the upcoming Skill India Center in Odisha is to be inaugurated in Angul, Bhadrak, 

Dhenkanal, Talcher and Deogarh. 

➢ World Bank’s Board of Executive Directors has approved USD 100 million loan under Odisha State 

Capability and Resilient Growth Program. 

➢ Odisha won the UN-Habitat's World Habitat Awards 2023 for Jaga Mission, a 5T initiative of the 

state. 

➢ Aska police station of Odisha's Ganjam district became the country's number one police station. 

➢ Gangapur police station in Odisha's Ganjam district has been awarded the second best police station 

award. 

➢ Gold Deposits Found at Different Location in Three Districts of Odisha , including Deogarh, 

Keonjhar, and Mayurbhanj. 

➢ Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik announced that the Odisha government aims to make Odisha slum-

free by the end of 2023. 
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Q. In which country is the multinational military exercise 'Peace Prayas IV' being organised? 

 A) India  B) Nepal  

 C) Bangladesh  D) Pakistan 

  Answer : B    .   

✓ Multinational military exercise 'Shanti Prayas IV' is being organized in Nepal.  

✓ 19 countries including India, Bangladesh and Pakistan are participating in this exercise.  

✓ Prime Minister Pushpa Kamal Dahal "Prachanda" inaugurated this two-week long military exercise. 

Q. Who has been honored with the prestigious Vishisht Seva Medal for developing multipurpose 

Octocopter? 

 A) Pawan Kumar Yadav B) Varinder Singh 

 C) Ishar Singh D) Amandeep Jakhar 

  Answer : B    .   

✓ Havildar Varinder Singh, a member of the Sikh Regiment in the Indian Army, received the Vishisht Seva 

Medal from President Droupadi Murmu for his exceptional contributions to military technology.  

✓ Singh’s innovative creation, the Multipurpose Octocopter, showcases groundbreaking advancements in 

drone technology, offering unparalleled versatility beyond conventional surveillance. 

✓ This accolade recognizes his outstanding efforts in developing a versatile piece of equipment that goes 

beyond being a mere reconnaissance tool. 

Q. The World Day of Social Justice is observed every year on which day? 

 A) 20 February  B) 21 February 

 C) 22 February D) 23 February 

  Answer : A    .   

✓ World Day of Social Justice is observed on February 20 every year. 

✓ Objective – To offer a platform to raise voices against injustice around the globe. It also brings various 

communities across the world on a common ground. 

✓ Theme 2024 – Bridging Gaps, Building Alliances 

✓ The history of the World Day of Social Justice is linked to 1995 when the Copenhagen Summit for the Cause 

of Social Development was conducted in Denmark. 
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Q. International Mother Language Day (IMLD) is marked annually on which day? 

 A) February 21 B) Third Monday of February 

 C) Third Sunday of February D) February 20 

  Answer : A    .   

✓ The International Mother Language Day (IMLD) is observed annually on 21st of February. 

✓ The day aims to raise awareness regarding about linguistic and cultural diversity and to promote 

multilingualism. 

✓ The IMLD day was announced by UNESCO on 17 November 1999 and formally recognized by the United 

Nations General Assembly (UNGA) in 2002. 

✓ The theme for International Mother Language Day 2024 is "Multilingual education is a pillar of 

intergenerational learning". 

Q. Which company has been honoured with the ‘Innovative Technology Development Award’ at the 

‘Building India 2047: Technology for Better Tomorrow’? 

 A) NTPC Limited B) ReNew Power 

 C) REC Limited D) Adani Enterprises 

  Answer : C   .   

✓ REC Limited, a Maharatna Central Public Sector Enterprise under the Ministry of Power and a leading 

NBFC, has been honoured with the ‘Innovative Technology Development Award’ at the ‘Building India 

2047: Technology for Better Tomorrow’, an IIT Madras Corporate Social Responsibility Summit. 

✓ The award has been conferred in recognition of REC’s CSR initiative of installation of 2 MW rooftop solar 

plant at IIT Madras. 

✓ The solar plant generates around 3.15 million units of clean energy every year, thus helping IIT Madras 

reduce its carbon footprint. 

REC LTD IN NEWS 2023-24 
➢ REC Limited, a Maharatna CPSE under the Ministry of Power and a leading NBFC, has been 

honoured with the 'Innovative Technology Development Award' at the 'Building India 

2047:Technology for Better Tomorrow', an IIT Madras CSR Summit. 
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➢ REC Limited has been awarded the prestigious Best Green Bond – Corporate Award at The Asset 

Triple A Awards for Sustainable Finance 2024. 

➢ REC will lend up to ₹1.2 trillion for the installation of rooftop solar panels under the Pradhan Mantri 

Suryoday Yojana. 

➢ REC Limited issues inaugural Yen Denominated Green Bonds aggregating to 61.1 Billion Japanese 

Yen. 

➢ REC sets ₹1 lakh crore sanction target for infrastructure space including roads and highways in FY24. 

➢ REC Invests Rs. 35,000 Cr In Multi-Modal Projects With Rail Vikas Nigam For 5 Years. 

➢ REC Honoured with ‘Best Employer in Diversity & Inclusion’ Award by Assocham. 

➢ RailTel has signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with REC Ltd extending up to Rs 30,000 

crore as financial assistance for telecom, IT and railway signaling infrastructure projects.  

➢ REC Ltd gets Golden Peacock Award for Disaster Management. 

➢ REC Limited, the Maharatna Central Public Sector Enterprise launched a SUGAM REC mobile 

application. 

➢ REC Limited and Punjab National Bank have signed an MoU to explore funding possibilities in the 

Power Infrastructure and logistics sectors. 

➢ The consortium arrangement will co-finance loans worth Rs 55,000 crores over the next three years. 

➢ REC Ltd has become the 12th company to attain the Maharatna status 

➢ REC Limited, formerly Rural Electrification Corporation Limited 

➢ Founded : 1969 

➢ Headquarters : New Delhi 

➢ CMD : Vivek Kumar Dewangan 

➢ REC was formerly known as Rural Electrification Corporation Limited. 

➢ REC Limited is an NBFC focused on financing and development of the power sector across India. 

➢ REC Limited has also recently started services in the financing infrastructure and logistics sector. 

➢ REC funding lights every fourth bulb in India. REC is a 'Maharatna' company under the Ministry of 

Power. 
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Q. Consider the following statements regarding the Flood Management and Border Areas Programme: 

 1. It provides central assistance to States for taking up works related to flood control. 

 2. It will provide 100% central assistance for flood control and anti-erosion works on common border 

rivers with neighbouring countries. 

 Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 A) 1 only B) 2 only 

 C) Both 1 and 2 D) Neither 1 nor 2e 

  Answer : C    .   

✓ Union Cabinet approved the proposal of Department of Water Resources, RD & GR for continuation of 

“Flood Management and Border Areas Programme (FMBAP)” with total outlay of Rs. 4,100 crore for a 

period of 5 years from 2021-22 to 2025-26. 

✓ It is a centrally sponsored Scheme. 

✓ The scheme has two components:  

✓ Flood Management Programme (FMP) component: In this central assistance will be provided to State 

Governments for taking up critical works related to flood control, anti-erosion, drainage development and 

anti-sea erosion, etc. 

✓ Funding: The pattern of funding to be followed is 90% (Centre): 10% (State) for Special Category States (8 

North-Easter States and Hilly States of Himachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand and UT of Jammu & Kashmir) and 

60% (Centre):40% (State) for General/ Non-Special Category States. 

✓ River Management and Border Areas (RMBA) component: Under this, flood control and anti-erosion works 

on common border rivers with neighbouring countries including hydrological observations and flood 

forecasting, and investigation & pre-construction activities of joint water resources projects (with 

neighbouring countries) on common border rivers will be taken up with 100% central assistance. 

Q. Where will India's largest green hydrogen production plant be set up? 

 A) Varanasi B) Visakhapatnam 

 C) Chennai D) Ahmedabad 

  Answer : B   .   

✓ NTPC Green Energy has entered into an agreement with Andhra Pradesh Industrial Infrastructure 

Corporation to set up India's largest green hydrogen production plant.  
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✓ This plant will be constructed on 1,200 acres of land at Pudimadaka in Achyutapuram mandal in 

Visakhapatnam, Andhra Pradesh. Under this, the target is to produce 1,200 tonnes of green hydrogen every 

day. 

NTPC IN NEWS 2023-24 
➢ NTPC Green Energy has entered into an agreement with Andhra Pradesh Industrial Infrastructure 

Corporation to set up India's largest green hydrogen production plant. 

➢ NTPC Limited gets certified as a Top Employer 2024 in India. 

➢ NTPC Kanti has received the 11th edition of the FICCI Water Award 2023 under the “Industrial 

Water Use Efficiency” category. 

➢ NTPC shines as the only Indian PSU to feature in Forbes “World’s Best Employers 2023” List. 

➢ The central government has received about Rs 1,487 crore from NTPC as a dividend tranche. 

➢ NTPC has been honoured with the prestigious Economic Times (ET) HR World Future Skills Awards 

2023. 

➢ NTPC climbs up 52 positions to 433rd rank in Forbes’ “The Global 2000” List. 

➢ NTPC Kanti launches Girl Child Empowerment Mission (GeM)-2023. 

➢ NTPC Group’s total installed capacity reaches 72,304 MW with first overseas capacity addition in 

Bangladesh. 

➢ Country's largest power generation company NTPC Limited has been conferred with 'ATD Best 

Awards 2023' by Association for Talent Development (ATD), USA. 

➢ NTPC and Nuclear Power Corporation of India Limited (NPCIL) sign agreement for joint 

development of nuclear power plants. 

➢ India’s largest power company NTPC Ltd has commissioned India’s first green hydrogen blending 

project at Kawas, Gujarat. 

➢ About NTPC 

➢ The NTPC which was earlier known as National Thermal Power Corporation of India is owned by 

the Government of India. It was set up in 1975. 

➢ The Vindhyachal Thermal Power Station in the Singrauli district of Madhya Pradesh, with an installed 

capacity of 4,760MW, is currently the biggest thermal power plant in India. 

➢ Headquarters: New Delhi 

http://www.aparchitexamwarriors.com/
https://t.me/joinchat/AAAAAE8dn2HB6sDtwXmGFg
https://m.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=114372970613721&substory_index=0&id=103828281668190
https://www.instagram.com/aparchitexamwarriors/
file:///D:/Deep%20Yadav%20Sir/Weekly/April%2021/Instamojo


 

Follow us: Official Site, Telegram, Facebook, Instagram, Instamojo      85 

 

 

Q. Where is the 4th Khelo India Winter Games being held? 

 A) Shimla B) Gulmarg 

 C) Manali D) Srinagar 

  Answer : B   .   

✓ Jammu and Kashmir Lieutenant Governor Manoj Sinha inaugurated the fourth edition of Khelo India 

Winter Games in Gulmarg.  

✓ Union Minister of State for Youth Affairs and Sports Nisith Pramanik was also present on this occasion.  

✓ About 1000 athletes from 20 states are participating in this sports competition. 

 

➢ Chairman and Managing Director: Gurdeep Singh 

KHELO INDIA IN NEWS 2023-24 
➢ Khelo India Winter Games 2024 is the fourth edition of the annual event in the Khelo India calendar. 

The Union Territory of Ladakh is making its debut as host this year alongside the UT of Jammu & 

Kashmir. 

➢ The 6th Khelo India Youth Games 2023 from January 19-31 are being held at the Jawaharlal Nehru 

Stadium in Chennai, Tamil Nadu. 

➢ Khelo India Para Games 2023 concluded on December 17 in New Delhi. 

➢ Haryana clinched the top spot, securing a total of 105 medals, including 40 gold, 39 silver and 26 

bronze. 

➢ 5th Khelo India Youth Games 2022 to be held in Madhya Pradesh. 

➢ Maharashtra was the overall champion by securing a total of 161 medals including 56 gold, 55 silver 

and 50 bronze medals. 

➢ 3rd Khelo India University Games Concludes in Varanasi, Uttar Pradesh. 

➢ Punjab University emerged as the overall champions with a total of 69 medals, including 26 gold, 17 

silver, and 26 bronze. 

➢ Union Minister for Youth Affairs and Sports, has unveiled that the esteemed Khelo India Women’s 

League will be recognized as the “Asmita Women’s League. 

http://www.aparchitexamwarriors.com/
https://t.me/joinchat/AAAAAE8dn2HB6sDtwXmGFg
https://m.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=114372970613721&substory_index=0&id=103828281668190
https://www.instagram.com/aparchitexamwarriors/
file:///D:/Deep%20Yadav%20Sir/Weekly/April%2021/Instamojo


 

Follow us: Official Site, Telegram, Facebook, Instagram, Instamojo      86 

 

Q. Mitsubishi Corporation will acquire 32% stake in TVS Vehicle Mobility for Rs 300 crore. Mitsubishi 

is the company of which country? 

 A) Japan B) Germany 

 C) Russia D) United States 

  Answer : A   .   

✓ Mitsubishi Corp to acquire 32% stake in TVS Vehicle Mobility 

✓ TVS Mobility and Japanese conglomerate Mitsubishi Corporation has announced a strategic partnership 

under which the latter will pick up a 32 per cent stake in a newly-formed subsidiary of the Chennai-based 

group for Rs 300 crore. 

✓ With this, the dealership business of TVS Mobility will transform into the newly-formed subsidiary TVS 

Vehicle Mobility Solution (TVS VMS) — offering a complete portfolio of services to its customers. 

✓ TVS Mobility holds dealerships of major companies like Ashok Leyland, Honda, Mahindra and Renault, 

among others. These are mainly in Tamil Nadu, Kerala, Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh, Telangana and 

Madhya Pradesh. 

✓ The remaining 68 per cent stake in TVS VMS will be held by TVS Mobility. 

Q. Who has assumed charge as Vice Chief of the Army Staff? 

 A) Umesh Mishra B) Anish Dayal Singh 

 C) Subodh Kumar Jaiswal D) Upendra Dwivedi 

  Answer : D   .   

✓ Lieutenant General Upendra Dwivedi has assumed charge as Vice Chief of the Army Staff. 

✓ Prior to this appointment, he was the General Officer Commanding-in-Chief (GOC-in-C), Northern 

Command based at Udhampur from 2022 to 2024. 

✓ He replaces LG MV Suchindra Kumar who moved on to take charge of Udhampur based Northern 

Command. 

NEW UPDATED LIST OF CHIEF AND DIRECTOR GENERAL 
➢ Anish Dayal Singh : Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF) 

➢ Rahul Rasgotra : Indo-Tibetan Border Police (ITBP) 

➢ Lieutenant General Anil Chauhan : Chief of Defence Staff (CDS) 
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Q. Which country hosted the 3rd meeting of the ASEAN-India Trade in Goods Agreement (AITIGA)? 

 A) Indonesia 

 B) India 

 C) Myanmar 

 D) Malaysia 

  Answer : B   .   

✓ The ASEAN-India Trade in Goods Agreement (AITIGA) Joint Committee met in New Delhi from 

February 16-19, 2024, marking its 3rd meeting since the agreement’s signing in 2009.  

✓ Initiated in September 2022 for a comprehensive review, eight sub-committees were established to enhance 

the agreement’s trade facilitation and mutual benefits.  

✓ The recent meeting assessed negotiation progress, identified focus areas9 for further deliberations, and 

updated the work program, directing sub-committees for continued negotiations. 

✓ Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN): 

✓ Founded: 8 August 1967 

✓ HQ: Jakarta, Indonesia 

✓ Members: 10 countries (Indonesia, Malaysia, the Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, Brunei, Vietnam, Laos, 

Myanmar and Cambodia) 

✓ Secretary General: Kao Kim Hourn 

➢ Daljit Singh Chawdhary : Sashastra Seema Bal (SSB)  

➢ Nitin Agarwal : Border Security Force (BSF) 

➢ Pradeep Chandran Nair  : Assam Rifles 

➢ Air Chief Marshal Vivek Ram Chaudhari : Air Force Chief   

➢ General Manoj Pande : Army Chief 

➢ Admiral R Hari Kumar : Navy Chief 

➢ Nina Singh : Central Industrial Security Force (CISF) [Nina Singh becomes 1st woman to head CISF] 

➢ Rakesh Pal : Indian Coast Guard (ICG) 

➢ M A Ganapathy : National Security Guard (NSG) 

➢ Lieutenant General Gurbirpal Singh : National Cadet Corps (NCC) 
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Q. Who has been appointed as part-time non-official director of Bank of India? 

 A) Ashok Anand B) M.R. Kumar 

 C) Srinivasan Sridhar D) Mayank Agarwal 

  Answer : B    .   

✓ Former LIC Chairman M.R. Kumar has been appointed as part-time non-official director and non-executive 

chairman of Bank of India (BOI).  

✓ Whereas Srinivasan Sridhar has been appointed as a part-time non-official director of the board of Indian 

Overseas Bank (IOB).  

✓ In another appointment, Aravamudan Krishna Kumar has been made part-time non-official director of 

UCO Bank. 

BOI IN NEWS 2023 
➢ Former LIC Chairman M.R. Kumar has been appointed as part-time non-official director and non-

executive chairman of Bank of India (BOI).  

➢ Bank of India (BoI) has launched an exclusive savings bank product for women (Nari Shakti Savings 

Account) with an independent source of income. 

➢ Bank of India has inaugurated its IFSC Banking Unit (IBU) at GIFT SEZ area in Gandhinagar 

➢ Rajneesh Karnatak has been appointed as the MD & CEO of the Bank of India (BOI) with effect from 

April 29, 2023. 

➢ He replaces Atanu Kumar Das. 

➢ Bank of India has launched a ‘Centralized Pool Buy-Out and Co-Lending Cell’ to boost priority sector 

lending in Mumbai, Maharashtra. 

➢ Bank of India, one of the largest public sector banks (PSBs) in the country, has become the first bank 

to officially roll out Mahila Samman Savings Certificate (MSSC) scheme.. 

➢ Bank of India (BOI) 

➢ Founded : 7 September 1906 

➢ Founder : Ramnarain Ruia 

➢ Headquarters : Mumbai 

➢ MD & CEO :  Rajneesh Karnatak 

➢ Tagline :  Relationship beyond Banking 
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Q. With whom has the Goa State Government joined hands for Climate Finance Facility? 

 A) Asian Development Bank B) New Development Bank 

 C) World Bank D) World Economic Forum 

  Answer : C    .   

✓ The Goa state government will set up a blended finance facility in partnership with the World Bank.  

✓ This is the first of its kind, climate-focused, multi-sectoral initiative at the sub-national level.  

✓ This will provide financial support to low-carbon climate friendly initiatives in Goa.  

✓ The World Bank was established in the year 1944. Its headquarters is in Washington, D.C. Is in. 

Q. Where is 'International Tourism Expo' being organized in Uttar Pradesh? 

 A) Lucknow B) Kanpur 

 C) Varanasi D) Greater Noida 

  Answer : D    .   

✓ 'International Tourism Expo' is being organized in Greater Noida from 22nd February.  

✓ Travel agents from more than 120 Indian cities are participating in this three-day expo.  

✓ Internationally, Saudi Arabia is the premium partner country for the event, while Maldives, Sri Lanka, 

Singapore, Malaysia and Thailand are the partner countries. 

Q. India has contributed how much million to a fund established by India, Brazil and South Africa 

(IBSA) which undertake projects aimed at alleviating poverty and hunger? 

 A) USD 1 million B) USD 2 million 

 C) USD 3 million D) USD 4 million 

  Answer : A    .   

✓ India has contributed $1 million to a fund established by India, Brazil and South Africa (IBSA) which 

undertake projects aimed at alleviating poverty and hunger. 

✓ India’s Permanent Representative to the UN Ambassador Ruchira Kamboj handed over the cheque of $1 

million as a contribution towards the India, Brazil and South Africa Facility for Poverty and Hunger 

Alleviation Fund (IBSA Fund) to the Director of the UN Office for South-South Cooperation (UNOSSC) 

Dima Al-Khatib. 
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✓ India is committed to supporting the IBSA Fund as we believe that the Fund has made a positive impact on 

the lives of millions across the Global South and has strengthened the spirit of South-South cooperation. 

✓ The IBSA countries – India, Brazil and South Africa – each contribute one million dollars annually to the 

Fund in a spirit of partnership and support for Southern-led, demand-driven, transformational projects in 

developing countries. 

✓ India’s contribution to the IBSA Fund has cumulatively exceeded $ 18 million since the Fund was 

established in 2004 and became operational in 2006. 

✓ The IBSA Fund supports projects that are concrete expressions of solidarity. Their objectives range from 

promoting food security, and addressing HIV/AIDS, to extending access to safe drinking water all to 

contribute to the achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals. 

Q. Union Minister for Education and Skill Development Dharmendra Pradhan has inaugurated India’s 

inaugural Skill India Centre (SIC) in which city? 

 A) Jaisalmer, Rajasthan B) Pithoragarh, Uttarakhand 

 C) Visakhapatnam, Andhra Pradesh D) Sambalpur, Odisha 

  Answer : D    .   

✓ Union Minister for Education and Skill Development Dharmendra Pradhan has inaugurated India’s 

inaugural Skill India Centre (SIC) in Sambalpur, Odisha. 

✓ To ensure seamless implementation of the training ecosystem, the National Skill Development Corporation 

(NSDC) will designate a Centre Manager to monitor the implementation of training programs, ensure 

adherence to quality standards, and oversee the overall functioning of the centre 

✓ The introduction of low-cost courses at the centre would empower a large number of young people, making 

them a part of the evolving job market. 

✓ He aimed to uplift over 1200 students through this initiative, upgrading their skill sets and aligning them 

with the demands of industries. 

Q. Which state has secured ₹740 crore under the Pradhan Mantri Uchchatar Shiksha Abhiyan (PM-

USHA) Scheme? 

 A) Uttar Pradesh B) Madhya Pradesh 

 C) Bihar D) Odisha 

  Answer : A    .   
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✓ Uttar Pradesh secures ₹740 crore, the highest in India, under the Pradhan Mantri Uchchatar Shiksha 

Abhiyan (PM-USHA) Scheme, a revamped version of Rashtriya Uchchatar Shiksha Abhiyan (RUSA).  

✓ The centrally sponsored scheme, under the Ministry of Education, aims to enhance the quality of state higher 

educational institutions in line with the National Education Policy 2020.  

✓ PM-USHA emphasizes conformity to prescribed norms, standards, and accreditation for quality assurance 

in higher education. 

Q. Mukhya Mantri Harit Vikas Chhattravriti Yojana, recently seen in the news, is launched by which 

state? 

 A) Uttarakhand B) Madhya Pradesh 

 C) Uttar Pradesh D) Himachal Pradesh 

  Answer : D    .   

✓ Himachal Pradesh’s 2024-25 annual budget prioritizes environmental concerns, unveiling the Mukhya 

Mantri Harit Vikas Chhattravriti Yojana for postgraduate researchers.  

✓ Chief Minister Sukhwinder Singh Sukhu, in the February 17 presentation, emphasized climate change 

threats and outlined action plans at district and Panchayat levels.  

✓ The state aims to collaborate with the Union Ministry of Environment, Forest, and Climate Change and the 

German development agency GIZ to address climate change’s impact on agriculture and horticulture, 

conducting a need assessment study for effective mitigation. 

Q. Manoj Tiwary has announced retirement from all forms of cricket. He is from which state? 

 A) West Bengal B) Karnataka 

 C) Andhra Pradesh D) Tamil Nadu 

  Answer : A    .   

✓ India and Bengal batter Manoj Tiwary has announced retirement from all forms of cricket. 

✓ Tiwary played 148 First-Class matches and gathered 10,195 runs at an average of 47.86, with a career-best 

303 not out and 30 centuries. He scored 5,581 runs in List-A matches and 3,436 runs in T20s. 

✓ Tiwary played for India in 12 ODIs, scoring 287 runs, including a knock of 104 not out against West Indies 

in Chennai in 2011. He also featured in three T20Is. 

✓ A middle order batter and a handy leg-break bowler, Tiwary also sported the colours of Kolkata Knight 

Riders, Delhi Daredevils, Kings XI Punjab and Rising Pune Supergiant in the Indian Premier League. 
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Q. Andreas Brehme passed away recently. He was related to which sport? 

 A) Football B) Badminton 

 C) Tennis D) Hockey 

  Answer : A    .   

✓ FIFA World Cup winner Andreas Brehme, whose late penalty in the 1990 final against Argentina in Italy 

handed Germany their third world title, has died at the age of 63. 

✓ He attacking full-back and dead-ball specialist became an instant Germany football legend when his spot 

kick earned them a 1-0 victory over Diego Maradona’s Argentina in the World Cup final in Rome. 

✓ Brehme also played for Bayern Munich and Inter Milan among others before retiring in 1998. He won 86 

caps for Germany, scoring eight goals, including the one he is best remembered for. 

Q. The Chenchu tribe is primarily found in: 

 A) Gujarat B) Madhya Pradesh 

 C) Andhra Pradesh D) Karnataka 

  Answer : C    .   

✓ Indian National Trust for Art and Cultural Heritage (INTACH) is making efforts to secure UNESCO 

recognition for the annual 'Paruveta' festival. 

✓ About Paruveta Festival: 

✓ The festival, also known as the ‘mock hunting festival’, is celebrated at the Sri Narasimha Swamy temple in 

the town of Ahobilam, Andhra Pradesh. 

✓ It is celebrated by all sections of people, irrespective of their caste. 

✓ It is a festival of communal harmony, as devotees from other religious communities like Muslims also offer 

prayers to the Lord. 

✓ Origin: 

✓ According to folklore, Lord Vishnu, upon his incarnation as a man-lion (Narasimha) in Ahobilam, married 

Maha Lakshmi, born as a tribal girl Chenchulakshmi. 

✓ The Kurnool District Gazetteers, published by Government Press in 1881, record several beliefs of the 

Chenchu tribes, including their reverence for Ahobila Narasimha as their brother-in-law and inviting him 

home for Makara Sankranti. 
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✓ Chenchus take ‘Narasimha Deeksha’ by wearing yellow robes and ‘Tulasi Mala’ and observe celibacy during 

this period. 

✓ Key Facts about Chenchu Tribes: 

✓ They live in the hills of southern India, primarily in the state of Andhra Pradesh.  

✓ Other Chenchu communities can be found in the states of Tamil Nadu, Karnataka, and Orissa. 

Q. Consider the following statements regarding the Rashtriya Udyamita Vikas Pariyojana: 

 1. It focuses on reskilling and upskilling employees to enhance their competitiveness. 

 2. It provides training through offline mode only. 

 Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 A) 1 only B) 2 only 

 C) Both 1 and 2 D) Neither 1 nor 2 

  Answer : A    .   

✓ Union Minister of Education and Skill Development & Entrepreneurship inaugurated the Rashtriya 

Udyamita Vikas Pariyojana, in Sambalpur, Odisha. 

✓ It is tailored specifically for beneficiaries of the PM SVANidhi scheme, this unique National 

Entrepreneurship Development Project underscores the government's steadfast commitment to nurturing 

job providers across the nation.  

✓ Aim: It aims to equip individuals with comprehensive entrepreneurship training, creating job providers 

rather than job seekers. 

✓ This initiative focuses on reskilling and upskilling employees to enhance their competitiveness and 

adaptability in an era of disruptive technology. 

✓ The Government of India has partnered with Flipkart to skill street vendors and small shopkeepers. 

✓ Under the pilot program, street vendors of 10 big cities of the country will be given a stipend along with 

training to expand their businesses. 

Q. Consider the following statements regarding the Fair and Remunerative Price (FRP): 

 1. It is fixed by the Union Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs. 

 2. It is governed by the Sugarcane Control order, 1966. 

 Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
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 A) 1 only B) 2 only 

 C) Both 1 and 2 D) Neither 1 nor 2 

  Answer : C    .   

✓ Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs approved ₹340/quintal as the Fair and Remunerative Price (FRP) 

of sugarcane for sugar season 2024-25 at sugar recovery rate of 10.25%. 

✓ It is the price declared by the government, which mills are legally bound to pay to farmers for the cane 

procured from them. 

✓ Who determines it? The FRP is fixed by Union government (Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs 

(CCEA)) on the basis of recommendations of Commission for Agricultural Costs and Prices (CACP). 

✓ The payment of FRP across the country is governed by the Sugarcane Control order, 1966 which mandates 

payment within 14 days of the date of delivery of the cane. 

✓ Delays in payment can attract an interest up to 15 per cent per annum, and the sugar commissioner can 

recover unpaid FRP as dues in revenue recovery by attaching properties of the mills. 
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