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Q.1. Consider the following statements regarding SAMAR assessment certificate: 

 1. It is jointly developed by the Defence Research and Development Organisation and Quality 

Council of India. 

 2. It provides an objective assessment of competency of defence manufacturing enterprises of India. 

 Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 A) 1 only B) 2 only 

 C) Both 1 and 2 D) Neither 1 nor 2 

  Answer : C   .   

✓ Recently, the Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) handed over SAMAR assessment 

certificates to nine Industry Partners. 

✓ System for Advance Manufacturing Assessment and Rating (SAMAR) certificate is a benchmark to measure 

the competency of defence manufacturing enterprises. 

✓ It is an outcome of the collaboration between DRDO and Quality Council of India (QCI) to strengthen the 

defence manufacturing ecosystem in the country with an objective to further the vision of making India self- 

reliant in defence manufacturing. 

✓ Eligibility: All defence manufacturing enterprises, both MSME and Large enterprises, are eligible to apply 

for this certification. 

✓ Validity: It is valid for a period of 2 years from the date of issuance of certificate. 

✓ The certification is based on a maturity assessment model developed by QCI and is applicable to all defence 

manufacturing enterprises i.e., micro, small, medium and large enterprises. 

DRDO IN NEWS 2023-24 
➢ DRDO successfully conducted four flight trials of the high-speed expendable aerial target 'ABHYAS' 

recently. 

➢ Defence Ministry has cleared the proposal of buying a regiment of Pralay tactical ballistic missiles for 

the Indian Army which can strike targets at 150–500 km. 

➢ DRDO organises ‘Anusandhaan Chintan Shivir’ to encourage Defence R&D. 

Aparchit 24 February English Super Current Affairs MCQ with Facts 2024 

By Aparchit Exam Warriors/Kumar Kaushal Sir 
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Q.2. Which one of the following is the best description of ‘G-33’, that was in the news recently? 

 A) A bloc of countries lobbying for increased funding for global health initiatives 

 B) A group of developing countries collaborating on climate change initiatives 

 C) A coalition of nations advocating for special agricultural considerations in international trade 

negotiations 

 D) A coalition of countries pushing for reforms in the United Nations Security Council 

  Answer : C    .   

✓ Ahead of the 13th ministerial conference of World Trade Organization (WTO), a majority of the G-33 

countries have called for a permanent solution to public stockholding for food security. 

✓ About G-33: 

✓ The G33 (or the Friends of Special Products in agriculture) is a coalition of developing and least developed 

countries. 

✓ Despite the name, there are currently 47 member nations. Some of the main countries include India, China, 

Indonesia, Pakistan, Nigeria, Philippines, Turkey, Tanzania, Kenya, and South Korea. 

➢ Larsen & Toubro (L&T) and the Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) have 

formed a partnership to create an Indigenous Air Independent Propulsion (AIP) System for the 

submarines in the Indian Navy. 

➢ DRDO Industry Academia Centre of Excellence inaugurated at IIT Hyderabad. 

➢ Indian Navy and Defence Research & Development Organisation (DRDO) collaborated to conduct 

the first successful test trial of a locally-made Air Droppable Container called ‘ADC-150’ from the IL 

38SD aircraft off the coast of Goa . 

➢ Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) celebrated its 66th foundation day on 1st 

January 2024. 

➢ Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) 

➢ Founded : 1 January 1958 

➢ Headquarters : New Delhi 

➢ Motto : "Strength's Origin is in Knowledge" 

➢ Chairman : Sameer V Kamat 
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✓ It was established prior to the 2003 Cancun ministerial conference that have coordinated during the Doha 

Round of World Trade Organization (WTO) negotiations, specifically in regard to agriculture. 

Q.3. What was India’s ranking in the global cybercrime report for 2023? 

 A) 79th B) 80th 

 C) 85th D) 84th 

  Answer : B   .   

✓ According to a 2023 report, India is the 80th most targeted country worldwide for cybercrime.  

✓ The report states that 34% of Indian users were targeted by local threats in 2023, totaling 74 million incidents.  

✓ In 2023, India has a national cybercrime rate of 129 per hundred thousand citizens.  

✓ In the third quarter of 2023, India was ranked 10th globally for data breaches, with 369,000 leaked accounts 

Q.4. India’s first ‘Gati Shakti Research Chair’ has been established at which institute? 

 A) IIM Ahmedabad B) IIM Shillong 

 C) IIT Kanpur D) IIT Bombay 

  Answer : B   .   

✓ The Ministry of Ports, Shipping & Waterways (MoPSW) and IIM Shillong have joined forces to establish 

India’s inaugural ‘Gati Shakti Research Chair.’ 

✓ This collaborative effort aims to boost academic research in multimodal logistics, with a specific focus on 

the North-East region.  

✓ The initiative aims to empower students in logistics-related fields by fostering skill development and creating 

career opportunities. 

IIT IN NEWS 2023-24 
➢ Uttar Pradesh government will sign a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with IIT Roorkee for 

better disaster management in the state. 

➢ Indian Institute of Technology Kanpur (IIT-K) has successfully established and tested India’s first 

Hypervelocity Expansion Tunnel Test Facility . 

➢ IREDA has entered into an agreement with IIT Bhubaneswar to promote innovation and research in 

the renewable energy sector. 

➢ IIT Madras to open new campus at Kandy in Sri Lanka. 
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➢ ArcelorMittal and ArcelorMittal Nippon Steel India materials and engineering resources being 

deployed to construct Asia’s first Hyperloop testing facility at IIT Madras, Chennai, India 

➢ Reliance Jio Infocomm, India’s largest telecom service provider, is working with the Indian Institute 

of Technology Bombay to launch ‘Bharat GPT’, a large language model specifically tailor for India’s 

needs. 

➢ IIT Guwahati recently developed an indigenous river model, BRAHMA-2D. 

➢ IIT Kanpur, Indian Navy join forces to drive innovation through research partnership. 

➢ SAMRIDHI conclave, a deeptech startup acceleration drive launched at IIT Ropar. 

➢ The First Australia India Education and Skill Council (AIESC) meeting was held at IIT Gandhinagar, 

Gujarat. 

➢ IIT Kanpur and Airbus to collaborate to boost aerospace talent base in India. 

➢ IIT Kanpur has signed an MoU with private lender ICICI Bank to support the startup ecosystem in 

the institute. 

➢ IIT Guwahati have developed pharmaceutical and food products from tea factory waste. 

➢ IIT Jodhpur scientists develop ‘CODE’ device for good air quality. 

➢ IIT Madras-incubated space tech startup GalaxEye Space on 29 August 2023 launched their drone-

based synthetic aperture radar (SAR) system, Ahead of their planned satellite launch in 2024. 

➢ IIT Bombay has received a donation of $18.6 million from an alumnus towards the establishment of 

a Green Energy and Sustainability Research Hub. 

➢ IIT Guwahati has signed MoU with the Indian Council of World Affairs (ICWA) to build 

capacity/skills in international affairs and foreign policy. 

➢ IIT Guwahati researchers develop Al-based model for knee X-ray. 

➢ Infosys co-founder Nandan Nilekani donated ₹315 crores to IIT Bombay. 

➢ IIT-Madras generates hydrogen from seawater using solar energy. 

➢ India, Israel to jointly develop Center of Water Technology at IIT Madras. 

➢ IIT Madras researchers partner for development of materials and micro-device processing techniques. 

➢ IIT Kanpur’s C3iHub, a cybersecurity Technology Innovation Hub, has launched a Cybersecurity 

Skilling Programme . 

➢ IIT Madras to set up its first international campus in Tanzania. 
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Q.5. In which country is the Mobile World Congress 2024 being organized? 

 A) Italy B) France 

 C) Spain D) India 

  Answer : C   .   

✓ Mobile World Congress 2024 is being organized in Barcelona, Spain from 26 to 29 February.  

✓ Mobile World Congress 2024 is being hosted by GSMA.  

✓ The GSMA is a global association representing the interests of mobile network operators around the world. 

➢ Indian Institute of Technology Madras will be provided a grant of Rs 242 crore over a period of five 

years to carry out research on Lab Grown Diamonds (LGD). 

➢ Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) Bombay has been ranked 1st in India and 47th globally in 

engineering and technology by the QS World University Rankings for 2023. 

➢ IIT Indore, in partnership with NASA-Caltech and the University of Gothenburg in Sweden, has 

designed an inexpensive camera setup. 

➢ Indian Institute of Technology Madras (IIT Madras) Researchers have developed a three-dimensional 

(3D) paper-based portable device that can detect adulteration in milk within 30 seconds.  

➢ IIT Kanpur to Host Youth20 Consultation under G20 Presidency of India. 

➢ IIT Bombay’s SHUNYA secures second place in ‘Solar Decathlon’ Build Challenge in US. 

➢ Students of the Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) Indore won an award of AED (Emirates Dirham) 

1 million along with a gold medal at the World Government Summit in Dubai. 

➢ IIT Indore Students Awarded with Global Best M-GOV Awards by Egyptian President. 

➢ Startup Incubation and Innovation Centre (SIIC) at IIT Kanpur has entered into a Corporate Social 

Responsibility (CSR) agreement with Advanced Weapons and Equipment India Limited. 

➢ DRDO Industry Academia Centre of Excellence inaugurated at IIT Hyderabad. 

➢ IIT Madras-incubated firm has developed an indigenous mobile operating system called BharOS. 

➢ IIT Madras Centre of Excellence working with DRDO on Advanced Defence Technologies including 

Combat Vehicle Technologies. 

➢ IIT Madras researchers develop machine learning tool to detect tumour in brain, spinal cord. 

➢ ISRO plans to develop astronaut training module with IIT Madras. 
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SUMMIT & CONFERENCE IN NEWS 2023- 24 
➢ Vice-President Jagdeep Dhankhar inaugurates World Sustainable Development Summit (WSDS 

2024) in Delhi. 

➢ WSDS 2024 is the 23rd edition of the summit. 

➢ WSDS 2024 will take place on the theme ‘Leadership for the Sustainable Development and Climate 

Justice 

➢ 54th annual meeting of the World Economic Forum (WEF) is being held in Davos, Switzerland from 

15 January 2024. 

➢ Theme of 54th meeting of WEF: 'Rebuilding Trust'. 

➢ India launched Global Good Alliance for Gender Equity and Equality, at the World Economic Forum 

Summit at Davos, Switzerland, held from 15-19 January 2024. 

➢ Prime Minister Modi inaugurated the 10th Vibrant Gujarat Global Summit- 2024 at Mahatma 

Mandir, Gandhinagar, on 10 January 2024. 

➢ Theme of 10th Vibrant Gujarat Global Summit- 2024: 'Gateway to the Future'. 

➢ India has been selected for the first time to chair and host the 46th session of the UNESCO World 

Heritage Committee. 

➢ The 46th session of the UNESCO World Heritage Committee will be held in New Delhi between 21 

and 31 July 2024. 

➢ Egypt, Ethiopia, Iran, Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates joined BRICS as new full members. 

This group has now become an organization of 10 countries. 

➢ Russia's tenure as Chairman of BRICS begins from January 1, 2024. 

➢ 27th WAIPA World Investment Conference (WIC) started on 11 December 2023 in New Delhi 

➢ India Internet Governance Forum 2023 (IIGF-2023) will be organized on 5 December 2023 in New 

Delhi. 

➢ India is going to organize a three-day (4 to 6 December) Global Technology Summit (GTS) from 4 

December 2023 
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Q.6. In which country will the SAFF Under-16 Women's Championship be organized? 

 A) India B) Bangladesh 

 C) Nepal D) Sri Lanka 

  Answer : C   .   

✓ SAFF Under-16 Women's Championship will be organized in Nepal from March 1-10.  

✓ For this, a 23-member Indian team has been announced. India was the winner of the SAFF Under-15 format 

in 2018 and 2019.  

✓ This is the first time that the SAFF Under-16 Women's Championship is being organized 

Q.7. Where is the global textile event 'Bharat Tex 2024' being organised? 

 A) Dubai B) Dhaka 

 C) New Delhi D) Colombo 

  Answer : C   .   

✓ Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated the global textile event 'Bharat Tex 2024' in New Delhi.  

✓ On this occasion, PM Modi said that Bharattex2024 is a platform to showcase India's extraordinary 

capabilities in the textile industry.  

✓ Representatives of more than 100 countries are participating in this global event 

Q.8. With whom has the Bihar state government signed an agreement to promote the startup ecosystem? 

 A) NITI Aayog B) SIDBI 

 C) World Bank D) New Development Bank 

  Answer : B    .   

✓ Bihar state government has signed an MoU with Small Industries Development Bank of India (SIDBI) to 

promote the startup ecosystem in the state.  

✓ Its objective is to transform Bihar as a startup hub and create a favorable environment for startups.  

✓ Bihar Startup Fund Trust (BSFT) has been set up with an initial corpus of Rs 500 crore. 

Q.9. Who laid the foundation stone of the first railway station of Sikkim state? 

 A) Narendra Modi B) S Jaishankar 

 C) Anil Kumar Lahoti D) Ajay Prasad Sinha 
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  Answer : A    .   

✓ Prime Minister Narendra Modi laid the foundation stone of the first railway station of Sikkim state on 26 

February.  

✓ In the first phase, railway infrastructure will be developed from Sevoke to Rangpo.  

✓ The second phase includes the rail project from Rangpo to Gangtok and finally the third phase includes the 

rail project from Gangtok to Nathula. 

Q.10. How many astronauts have been nominated for the Gaganyaan mission? 

 A) 4 B) 5 

 C) 6 D) 7 

  Answer : A    .   

✓ The names of 4 astronauts have been announced for India's ambitious space mission Gaganyaan Mission.  

✓ This includes Group Captain Prashant Balakrishnan Nair, Group Captain Ajit Krishnan, Group Captain 

Angad Pratap and Wing Commander Shubhanshu Shukla.  

✓ The Prime Minister also presented astronaut wings to the astronauts. 

Q.11. Which player made the record of the fastest century in T20 International cricket history? 

 A) Kushal Malla B) Jan Nicole Lofty-Eaton 

 C) David Miller D) Rohit Sharma 

  Answer : B    .   

✓ Namibian cricketer John Nicol Loftie-Eaton has created cricket history by scoring the fastest century in T20 

International cricket history in just 33 balls, breaking the previous record held by Nepal's Kushal Malla. 

Eaton achieved this feat in a T20 match played against Nepal 

Q.12. In which Indian state has the world's first Vedic clock been installed? 

 A) Uttar Pradesh B) Madhya Pradesh 

 C) Rajasthan D) Arunachal Pradesh 

  Answer : B    .   

✓ The world's first Vedic clock has been installed in Ujjain district of Madhya Pradesh, which will be unveiled 

on March 1.  

✓ This watch will display time as per Indian traditional calendar.  
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✓ Prime Minister Narendra Modi will virtually inaugurate this clock installed on the 85 feet high tower at 

Jantar Mantar in the city on March 1. 

Q.13. Where will a new regional office of the Central Board of Film Certification be established? 

 A) Shimla B) Chandigarh 

 C) Srinagar D) Jaipur 

  Answer : B    .   

✓ Union Information and Broadcasting Minister Anurag Singh Thakur announced that a regional office of the 

Central Board of Film Certification (CBFC) will be opened in Chandigarh.  

✓ He made this announcement on the occasion of the closing ceremony of 'Chitra Bharati Film Festival' in 

Chandigarh.  

✓ CBFC is a statutory film-certification body under the Ministry of Information and Broadcasting, 

Government of India. 

Q.14. Shahpur Kandi Dam Project, recently seen in the news, is located on which one of the following 

rivers? 

 A) Manas B) Beas 

 C) Ghaghra D) Ravi 

  Answer : D    .   

✓ In a significant development, the completion of the Shahpur Kandi barrage, situated at the Punjab-Jammu 

and Kashmir border, has effectively halted the flow of water from the River Ravi to Pakistan. 

✓ About Shahpur Kandi Dam Project: 

✓ It is located on the Ravi River in Pathankot district, Punjab, downstream from the existing Ranjit Sagar 

Dam. 

✓ The water released by Ranjit Sagar Dam is utilized for generating power from this project.  

✓ The main purpose behind the construction of this dam is power generation and irrigation in Punjab and 

J&K States.  

✓ It is constructed by the irrigation department of the Government of Punjab. 

✓ The project consists of a 55.5 m high concrete gravity dam, a 7.70 km long hydel channel, two head 

regulators, and two powerhouses. 

✓ The total output capacity of the project is 206 MW. 
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Q.15. Which of the following best describes Hanooman, recently seen in news? 

 A) An indigenously developed aircraft carrier 

 B) A new plant species 

 C) A newly discovered Sea mount 

 D) A multimodal AI tool 

  Answer : D    .   

✓ In collaboration with the BharatGPT ecosystem led by IIT Bombay, Seetha Mahalaxmi Healthcare (SML) 

has introduced 'Hanooman,' a suite of Indic large language models trained across 22 Indian languages. 

✓ It is a series of large language models (LLMs) that can respond in 11 Indian languages like Hindi, Tamil, 

and Marathi, with plans to expand to more than 20 languages. 

✓ Capabilities: It is a multimodal AI tool, which can generate text, speech, videos and more in multiple Indian 

languages. 

✓ The size of these AI models ranges from 1.5 billion to a whopping 40 billion parameters. 

✓ Applications: It has been designed to work in four fields, including health care, governance, financial 

services, and education. 

 

 

Q.1. What is the Consumer Price Index (CPI) inflation target set by Government for 5 years between 2021-

26? 

 A) 6% B) 5% 

 C) 3% D) 4% 

  Answer : D   .     

Q.2. The first empowered six-member monetary policy committee (MPC) was constituted in which year?  

 A) 2016 

 B) 2014 

 C) 2012 

 D) 2018 

  Answer : A    . 
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Q.3. The storehouses where banknotes and rupee coins are stocked on behalf of the Reserve Bank for 

distribution to bank branches in their area of operation are called as ____ 

 A) Currency Chests 

 B) Currency Depots 

 C) Currency Cache 

 D) Currency Repository 

  Answer : A   .   

Q.4. Which Section of Reserve Bank of India Act, 1934, provides for appointment of scheduled 

commercial banks as agents to discharge its statutory obligation of being ‘Banker to Government’? 

 A) 50 B) 45 

 C) 30 D) 25 

  Answer : B    .   

Q.5. Which type of ATMs are set up, owned and operated by non-banks? 

 A) Brown Label ATM B) Black Label ATM 

 C) Green Label ATM D) White Label ATM 

  Answer : D   .   

 

Q.6. Which is the clearing agency for G-Secs, issued by government? 

 A) Reserve Bank of India (RBI) 

 B) Clearing Corporation of India Limited (CCIL) 

 C) Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) 

 D) Security Printing & Minting Corporation of India Ltd (SPMCIL) 

  Answer : B   .   

Q.7. An unsecured money market instrument issued in the form of a promissory note is known as __ 

 A) Treasury Bills  B) Certificates of Deposits  

 C) Commercial Paper D) Repurchase Agreements 

  Answer : C   . 
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Q.8. Define lease. 

 A) Rental agreement between a tenant and owner of a house, where tenant pays a specified amount 

on a specified date to the owner 

 B) Legal contract between the owner of an asset and its user containing conditions  including 

payment of specified amount by user to the owner for use of the asset 

 C) Method to take over a company 

 D) Contract to buy a machinery for a specified period 

  Answer : B   .  

Q.9. Basel norms  are associated with which of the following aspects of the banking industry? 

 A) Manpower Planning B) Overdraft Credit Facility 

 C) Risk Management D) Corporate Governance 

  Answer : C   . 

Q.10. Who is known as the ‘Steel Man of India’? 

 A) O P Jindal B) Jamshed J Irani 

 C) Jamsetji Tata D) Lakshmi Mittal 

  Answer : B   . 
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