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Q.1. ADITI Scheme is related to which of the following areas? 

 A) Health sector B) Space Technology 

 C) Defense sector D) Education sector 

  Answer : C   .   

✓ Defense Minister Rajnath Singh launched Acing Development of Innovative Technologies with iDEX 

(ADITI) scheme' to promote innovations in critical and strategic defense technologies during DefConnect 

2024 in New Delhi.  

✓ Under the scheme, start-ups will be eligible to receive grant assistance of up to Rs 25 crore for their research, 

development and innovation efforts in defense technology.  

✓ Rs 750 crore has been allocated under this scheme for the period 2023-24 to 2025-26. 

SCHEME IN NEWS 2024 
➢ Ministry of Defence (MoD) has announced the creation of a corpus of ₹750 crore under the Acing 

Development of Innovative Technologies with iDEX (ADITI) scheme.  

➢ The scheme, launched by Defence Minister Rajnath Singh during DefConnect 2024 in New Delhi, 

aims to promote innovations in critical and strategic defence technologies. 

➢ According to a Crisil assessment called Prabhaav, the Fund of Funds for Startups (FFS) scheme has 

enabled investments to the tune of around 4x of the amount drawn with Rs 17,534 crore invested in 

938 startups. 

➢ Union Cabinet has approved Rs 4,797 crore research scheme to boost and maintain research 

momentum in the fields of ocean, atmospheric and polar sciences. 

➢ Union Cabinet approved the continuation of the Scheme for Rebate of State and Central Taxes and 

Levies (RoSCTL) for the export of Apparel/Garments and made up to 31st March 2026. 

➢ Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister of India approved the continuation of the Animal 

Husbandry Infrastructure Development Fund (AHIDF) to be implemented under the Infrastructure 

Development Fund (IDF) for another three years up to 2025-26. 

Aparchit 3&4 March English Super Current Affairs MCQ with Facts 2024 
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Q.2. The Global Resource Outlook report is a flagship report of: 

 A) World Economic Forum (WEF) 

 B) World Bank 

 C) International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) 

 D) United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) 

  Answer : D    .   

✓ Global Resource Outlook 2024 was launched on the final day of the Sixth United Nations Environmental 

Assembly (UNEA-6) at the UNEP headquarters in Nairobi, Kenya. 

✓ It is the flagship report of the International Resource Panel of United Nations Environment Programme. 

✓ This year’s report sheds light on how resources are essential to the effective implementation of the Agenda 

2030 and multilateral environmental agreements to tackle the triple planetary crisis. 

✓ It brings together the best available data, modelling and assessments from 180 countries, seven world regions 

and four income groups, to analyse trends, impacts and distributional effects of resource use. 

✓ Highlights of the report 

✓ It presents a stark picture of global inequality, where low-income countries consume six times less materials 

compared to wealthy countries, despite generating 10 times less climate impacts. 

✓ Global production and consumption of material resources has grown more than three times over the last 50 

years, growing at an average of more than 2.3 per cent a year, despite the increase being the main driver of 

the triple planetary crisis. 

➢ All India Council for Technical Education (AICTE) recently introduced a scheme named 'Support to 

Students for Participating in Competitions Abroad' (SSPCA). 

➢ Union Minister of Education and Skill Development & Entrepreneurship recently launched the 

EdCIL Vidyanjali Scholarship Programme 

➢ Union Minister for Culture, Tourism And Development of North Eastern Region informed the Lok 

Sabha about the Mera Gaon Meri Dharohar programme. 

➢ Karnataka government recently suspended five officers for dereliction of duty in the implementation 

of the Inclusive Education for Disabled at Secondary Stage (IEDSS) scheme. 
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✓ The extraction and processing of agricultural crops and forestry products accounts for 90 per cent of land-

related biodiversity loss and water stress and a third of GHG emissions. 

✓ The extraction and processing of material resources — including fossil fuels, minerals, non-metallic minerals 

and biomass — accounts for over 55 per cent of greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions and 40 per cent of 

particulate matter poisoning the environment. 

✓ The extraction and processing of fossil fuels, metals and non-metallic minerals including sand, gravel and 

clay account for 35 per cent of global emissions.  

✓ Despite this, resource exploitation could increase by almost 60 per cent from 2020 levels by 2060 — from 

100 to 160 billion tonnes 

✓ United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) 

✓ Formation : 5 June 1972 

✓ Headquarters : Nairobi,  Kenya 

✓ Executive Director : Inger Andersen (Denmark). 

Q.3. Who has become the first woman sniper of Border Security Force (BSF)? 

 A) Shaliza Dhami B) Shiva Chauhan 

 C) Deepika Mishra D) Suman Kumari 

  Answer : D   .   

✓ Border Security Force (BSF) sub-inspector Suman Kumari has become the first woman sniper of the Border 

Security Force.  

✓ Suman recently completed an eight-week sniper course at the Central School of Weapons and Tactics 

(CSWT), Indore and achieved 'Instructor Grade'.  

✓ Suman is a resident of Mandi district of Himachal Pradesh.  

✓ She joined BSF in the year 2021 

✓ Border Security Force (BSF) 

✓ Founded : 1965 

✓ Headquarteres : New Delhi 

✓ Motto : Duty Unto Death 

✓ Director General : Nitin Agrawal 
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✓ Border Security Force (BSF) is India's border guarding organisation at its borders with Pakistan and 

Bangladesh. It is one of the seven Central Armed Police Forces (CAPF) of India, and was raised in the wake 

of the Indo-Pakistani War of 1965 for ensuring the security of the borders of India and for related matters 

FIRST'S FEMALE IN NEWS 2023-24 
➢ Suman Kumari has become the first woman sniper of the Border Security Force (BSF). 

➢ Maryam Nawaz was sworn in as the first woman Chief Minister (CM) of Pakistan's Punjab province. 

➢ Justice Ritu Bahri was today sworn in as the first woman Chief Justice of the Uttarakhand High Court. 

➢ Nina Singh becomes first woman to be appointed as DG of CISF. 

➢ Captain Fatima Wasim has become the first woman medical officer to be posted at the operational 

post of Siachen Glacier. 

➢ Captain Geetika Kaul of Snow Leopard Brigade had become the first woman medical officer to be 

deployed in Siachen. 

➢ Commander Prerna Deosthalee has been appointed as the first woman officer to command a warship 

in the Indian Navy (INW). 

➢ Sue Redfern became the first woman to stand as an umpire in a men’s first-class cricket match in 

England and Wales. 

➢ Jaya Varma Sinha has been appointed as the new Chairperson and Chief Executive Officer (CEO), 

Railway Board (Ministry of Railways) w.e.f Sept 01, 2023. She has replaced AK Lahoti. 

➢ She is the first woman to be appointed to this Apex post of Indian Railways. 

➢ Geetika Srivastava is first woman to head Indian mission in Pakistan. 

➢ Phangnon Konyak became the first woman to chair the Rajya Sabha from Nagaland. 

➢ Tenzing Yangki has become the first female IPS officer of Arunachal Pradesh. 

➢ Lisa Franchetti becomes 1st woman to be top Navy officer in US history. 

➢ Nusrat Chowdhary will become the first Muslim woman federal judge in US history. 

➢ Celeste Saulo of Argentina has been appointed as the first female Secretary-General of the World 

Meteorological Organization (WMO). 

➢ Shalini Singh from Lucknow has become the first woman NCC cadet in India to complete a 

mountaineering course in the Himalayan region of Uttarakhand. 
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➢ Parminder Chopra becomes first woman Chairman and Managing Director (CMD) of Power Finance 

Corporation. 

➢ Amy Pope of the United States has been selected as the first female Director-General of the United 

Nations Migration Agency. 

➢ Lieutenant Shivangi Singh is the first woman Rafale pilot to take part in Orion Exercise 2023. 

➢ Wing Commander Deepika Mishra has become the first woman Air Force officer to receive the 

Gallantry Medal. 

➢ New Zealand-born Kim Cotton has become the first female umpire to officiate in a Men’s T20 

International (T20I) cricket match involving two ICC full-member nations. 

➢ Sheenu Jhawar becomes first woman president of TiE Rajasthan. 

➢ American Space Agency, NASA has selected the first woman astronaut, Christina Koch for its 

Artemis II mission. 

➢ Surekha Yadav, Asia’s 1st woman loco pilot who now operates Vande Bharat, From Solapur to 

Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj Terminal (CSMT) in Maharashtra. 

➢ Shalija Dhami becomes first woman officer to command a fighter unit in Indian Air Force (IAF). 

➢ Colonel Geeta Rana became the first woman officer to command a field workshop. 

➢ Captain Shiva Chauhan becomes the first women officer to be operationally deployed in the highest 

battleground in Kumar Post on the Siachen glacier. 

➢ The first woman officer to be posted on foreign assignment in the Border Roads Organization (BRO) 

- Captain Surabhi Jakhmola. 

➢ Rae Bareli's hockey stadium is named after hockey star Rani Rampal, first woman player from India 

to achieve this feat. 

➢ Hekani Jakhalu became the first female MLA of Nagaland Assembly. 

➢ Equatorial Guinea appoints Manuela Roka Botey as first female PM. 

➢ Indian-origin Manpreet Monica Singh sworn in as 1st female Sikh judge of USA. 

➢ Santhi Kumari Appointed as First Woman Chief Secretary of Telangana.  

➢ Saudi Arabia's Rayna Barnawi first female astronaut is set to go into space this year . 

➢ Dina Boluarte became Peru’s first female president. 

➢ FIFA has announced that Stephanie Frappart of France will be the first woman to  referee a men’s’ 

World Cup match.   
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Q.4. Consider the following statements with reference to the Innovations for Defence Excellence (Idex): 

 1. It aims to cultivate an innovation ecosystem in the aerospace sector in collaboration with startups. 

 2. It is funded and managed by the Defence Innovation Organization.  

 Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 A) 1 only B) 2 only 

 C) Both 1 and 2 D) Neither 1 nor 2 

  Answer : C   .   

✓ The Innovations for Defence Excellence-Defence Innovation Organisation (iDEX-DIO), under the aegis of 

Department of Defence Production, Ministry of Defence, is organising DefConnect 2024 at Manekshaw 

Centre, New Delhi on March 04, 2024. 

✓ It is the flagship scheme of the Ministry of Defence, Government of India launched in 2018. 

✓ Objective: The objective of the scheme is to cultivate an innovation ecosystem in the Defence and Aerospace 

sector by collaborating with startups, innovators, MSMEs, incubators, and academia. 

✓ Funding: It will be funded and managed by a ‘Defence Innovation Organization (DIO)’ which has been 

formed as a ‘not for profit’ company as per the Companies Act 2013 for this purpose, by the two founder 

memberse. Defence Public Sector Undertakings (DPSUs) - HAL & BEL. 

✓ It functions as the executive arm of DIO, carrying out all the required activities while DIO will provide high 

level policy guidance to iDEX. 

✓ It is currently engaged with around 400+ Startups and MSMEs. 

Q.5. Consider the following: 

 1. Mexico 

 2. China 

 3. Sudan 

 4. Iraq 

 5. Nigeria  

 How many of the above countries are members of OPEC+? 

➢ PT Usha Become First Women President of Indian Olympic Association. 
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 A) Only two B) Only three 

 C) Only four D) All five 

  Answer : C   .   

✓ OPEC+ members led by Saudi Arabia and Russia recently agreed to extend voluntary oil output cuts first 

announced in 2023 as part of an agreement among oil producers to boost prices following economic 

uncertainty. 

✓ About OPEC+: 

✓ It is a group of oil-exporting countries which meets regularly to decide how much crude oil to sell on the 

world market. 

✓ Origin: These nations came to an accord towards the end of 2016 “to institutionalize a framework for 

cooperation between OPEC and non-OPEC producing countries on a regular and sustainable basis.” 

✓ These nations aim to work together on adjusting crude oil production to bring stability to the oil market. 

✓ OPEC+ controls about 40% of global oil supplies and more than 80% of proven oil reserves.  

✓ At the core of this group are the members of OPEC (the Organization of the Oil Exporting Countries), which 

are mainly Middle Eastern and African countries. 

✓ Members: It comprises OPEC countries plus Azerbaijan, Bahrain, Brunei, Kazakhstan, Russia, Mexico, 

Malaysia, South Sudan, Sudan and Oman. 

✓ What is the Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC)? 

✓ It is a permanent intergovernmental organization of oil-exporting countries. 

✓ Mission: 

✓ To coordinate and unify the petroleum policies of its member countries. 

✓ Ensure the stabilization of oil prices in the international oil markets, with a view to eliminating harmful and 

unnecessary fluctuations. 

✓ Formation: It was founded in Baghdad, Iraq, with the signing of an agreement in September 1960 by five 

countries, namely the Islamic Republic of Iran, Iraq, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia and Venezuela. 

✓ Currently, it has 12 members, including Algeria, Congo, Equatorial Guinea, Gabon, Libya, Nigeria and the 

United Arab Emirates. 

✓ Headquarters: Vienna, Austria 
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Q.6. The ‘SAMOA Pathway’ is related to which one of the following groupings? 

 A) Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) 

 B) African Union (AU) 

 C) Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) 

 D) Small Island Developing States (SIDS) 

  Answer : D   .   

✓ More funding is needed to support Small Island Developing States (SIDS) on the frontlines of climate 

change, the UN Secretary-General said recently. 

✓ About Small Island Developing States (SIDS): 

✓ SIDS are a distinct group of 39 States and 18 Associate Members of United Nations regional commissions 

that face unique social, economic, and environmental vulnerabilities. 

✓ The three geographical regions in which SIDS are located are: the Caribbean, the Pacific, and the Atlantic, 

Indian Ocean and South China Sea (AIS).  

✓ SIDS were recognized as a special case both for their environment and development at the 1992 United 

Nations Conference on Environment and Development held in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.  

✓ For SIDS, the Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ)—the ocean under their control—is, on average, 28 times 

the country’s land mass. 

✓ Thus, for many SIDS, the majority of the natural resources they have access to come from the ocean. 

Q.7. Consider the following statements regarding the INS Jatayu: 

 1. It is the Indian Naval base located in Andaman and Nicobar region. 

 2. It aims to extend operational surveillance, reach and sustenance of Indian Navy. 

 Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 A) 1 only B) 2 only 

 C) Both 1 and 2 D) Neither 1 nor 2 

  Answer : B   .   

✓ Indian Navy will commission Naval Detachment Minicoy as INS Jatayu in the presence of the Chief of the 

Naval Staff on 06 Mar 2024. 

✓ It is the second Naval base in Lakshadweep after INS Dweeprakshak in Kavaratti. 
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✓ With the commissioning of INS Jatayu, the Indian Navy will strengthen its foothold in the Lakshadweep 

islands and along with extending operational surveillance, reach and sustenance. 

✓ It will usher in a new era of capacity building and comprehensive development of the island territories. 

✓ The event marks an important milestone in the Navy’s resolve to incrementally augment security 

infrastructure at the strategically important Lakshadweep Islands. 

✓ Key facts about Minicoy Island 

✓ It is the southernmost island of Lakshadweep which straddles the vital Sea Lines of Communications 

(SLOCs). 

✓ Naval Detachment Minicoy was set up in early 1980s under the operational command of Naval Officer-in-

Charge (Lakshadweep). 

Q.8. Who recently inaugurated the ASTDS tug named 'Ocean Grace'? 

 A) Rajnath Singh B) Amit Shah 

 C) Anurag Thakur D) Sarbananda Sonowal 

  Answer : D    .   

✓ Union Minister for Ports, Shipping and Waterways Sarbananda Sonowal recently inaugurated a 60T Bollard 

Pull Tug and Medical Mobile Unit (MMU) named 'Ocean Grace'.  

✓ Ocean Grace is a made-in-India ASTDS tug built by Cochin Shipyard Limited.  

✓ It has been developed under the Green Tug Transition Program (GTTP). 

Q.9. The Yars Missile, recently seen in the news, is an intercontinental ballistic missile developed by 

which one of the following countries? 

 A) China B) Iran 

 C) North Korea D) Russia 

  Answer : D    .   

✓ Russia's defence ministry recently announced a successful test fire of Yars intercontinental ballistic nuclear 

missile. 

✓ About Yars Missile: 

✓ The Yars (also known as RS-24 or SS-29) is a Russian-made intercontinental ballistic missile (ICBM) with 

multiple independently targetable warheads, each capable of targeting different objectives. 

✓ Features: 
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✓ It is a three-stage, solid propellant, MIRV-capable (Multiple Independently Targetable Reentry Vehicles) 

ICBM. 

✓ The Yars is a modified version of the Topol-M missile system. 

✓ The missile is 23 meters long and can be launched from a silo or mobile launcher.  

✓ It has a range of 10,500 km. 

✓ Launch Weight: 49600 kg 

✓ The missile can be armed with up to 10 MIRVs, each containing a thermonuclear warhead weighing 300 

kilotons. 

✓ It has the capability to manoeuvre during flight and deploy both active and passive decoys, which gives Yars 

an advantage against modern missile defence systems 

Q.10. Consider the following statements regarding the Press and Registration of Periodicals Act (PRP Act), 

2023: 

 1. It provides for an online system for facilitating the registration of newspapers.  

 2. It also includes academic books and journals under the purview of mandatory registration. 

 Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 A) 1 only B) 2 only 

 C) Both 1 and 2 D) Neither 1 nor 2 

  Answer : A    .   

✓ The registration of newspapers and other periodicals will be governed by the provisions of the Press and 

Registration of Periodicals Act, 2023, and its Rules, which came into effect recently.  

✓ About Press and Registration of Periodicals Act (PRP Act), 2023: 

✓ It has replaced the colonial era Press and Registration of Books Act dating back to 1867. 

✓ The office of Press Registrar General of India – PRGI (erstwhile Registrar of Newspapers for India – RNI) 

shall be carrying out the purposes of the new Act. 

✓ It provides for an online system for facilitating the registration of newspapers and other periodicals in the 

country.  

✓ The new system replaces the existing manual, cumbersome processes involving multiple steps and approvals 

at various stages, which were causing unnecessary hardships to the publishers. 
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✓ The Ministry of Information and Broadcasting had launched the Press Sewa Portal the online portal of the 

Press Registrar General, for receiving various applications as mandated by the new Act. 

Q.11. Consider the following statements regarding the International Energy Agency (IEA): 

 1. It is an inter-governmental organization within the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and 

Development (OECD). 

 2. All member countries of United Nations are member of the IEA. 

 Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 A) 1 only B) 2 only 

 C) Both 1 and 2 D) Neither 1 nor 2 

  Answer : A    .   

✓ Recently, the International Energy Agency said that strong GDP growth and a weak monsoon drove up 

India’s energy-related carbon emissions by around 190 million tonnes in 2023, though the country’s per 

capita emissions remain far below the global average. 

✓ International Energy Agency: 

✓ It is an autonomous inter-governmental organisation within the Organisation for Economic Co-operation 

and Development (OECD) framework. 

✓ Mission: It works with governments and industry to shape a secure and sustainable energy future for all. 

✓ It was created in response to the 1973-1974 oil crisis when an oil embargo by major producers pushed prices 

to historic levels, and exposed the vulnerability of industrialised countries to dependency on oil imports.  

✓ It was founded in 1974 to ensure the security of oil supplies.  

✓ Membership: It is made up of 31 member countries, 13 association countries, and 5 accession countries. 

✓ Criteria for membership: A candidate country to the IEA must be a member country of the OECD. In 

addition, it must demonstrate several requirements. 

✓ Crude oil and/or product reserves equivalent to 90 days of the previous year’s net imports, to which the 

government has immediate access (even if it does not own them directly) and could be used to address 

disruptions to global oil supply; 

✓ A demand restraint programme to reduce national oil consumption by up to 10%; 

✓ All member countries of United Nations are not member of this organization. 
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Q.12. Consider the following statements regarding the National Urban Co-operative Finance and 

Development Corporation: 

 1. It is set up as an umbrella organisation for the Urban Cooperative Banks. 

 2. It operates as a Non-Banking Finance Company. 

 Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 A) 1 only B) 2 only 

 C) Both 1 and 2 D) Neither 1 nor 2 

  Answer : C    .   

✓ Recently, the union Cooperation Minister launched the National Urban Co-operative Finance and 

Development Corporation Limited (NUCFDC). 

✓ It is the umbrella organisation for the Urban Cooperative Banks. 

✓ Aim: It aims to ensure specialized functions and services to cooperative banks, facilitate communication 

between banks and regulators, and address challenges faced by Urban Cooperative Banks. 

✓ Also to modernize and strengthen the Urban Cooperative Banking Sector, which will benefit both the banks 

and their customers.  

✓ It has received a Certificate of Registration from the Reserve Bank of India to operate as a Non-Banking 

Finance Company. 

✓ It will also operate as a Self-Regulatory Organisation for the sector. 

Q.13. The Nainativu Island, recently seen in news, is located in: 

 A) Gulf of Martaban B) Gulf of Mannar 

 C) Gulf of Aqaba D) Palk Strait 

  Answer : D    .   

✓ Recently, the Sri Lanka Sustainable Energy Authority and Indian company signed the contract for building 

“Hybrid Renewable Energy Systems” in Delft or Neduntheevu, Nainativu and Analaitivu islands off Jaffna 

peninsula. 

✓ Nainativu Island: 

✓ It is located in the Palk Strait, the stretch of sea that separates Sri Lanka from southern India. 

✓ It’s close to the famous island of Delft (also known as Neduntheevu). 

✓ This tiny island is fairly close to the northern Sri Lankan city of Jaffna. 
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✓ It is an important pilgrimage place for both Hindus and Buddhists. 

✓ Historical significance: Historians note the island is mentioned in the ancient Tamil Sangam literature  

where it was mentioned as Manipallavam 

✓ Nagapooshani Amman Kovil, a historic Hindu temple dedicated to the principal goddess of Tamil Hindus, 

Amman is located in this Island. 

✓ She is identified with the famous Tamil deity Meenakshi from Madurai from mainland India. 

✓ The Mahavamsa, which is literally the 'Great Chronicle', was composed by the Monk Mahanama in the 6th 

century A.D. 

✓ According to the chronicle the Buddha came to this Island, literally meaning 'Serpent Island', on his second 

visit to Sri Lanka, five years after attaining enlightenment. 

Q.14. 'Melanochlamys Draupadi' which was in discussion recently is related to which of the following? 

 A) Anti-malaria drug B) a marine species 

 C) Anti-cancer medicine D) Exoplanet 

  Answer : B    .   

✓ The Zoological Survey of India has named a new marine species of ruby red-spotted head-shield sea slug 

after Indian President Draupadi Murmu. 

✓ This species belonging to the Melanochlamys genus was discovered from Digha on the West Bengal coast 

and Udaipur on the Odisha coast.  

✓ The new species of head-shield sea slug, which is found nowhere else in the world, has been named 

'Melanochlamys droupadi'. 

Q.15. Union Minister Dr. Where did Mansukh Mandaviya launch the AYUSH-ICMR Advanced Centre? 

 A) New Delhi B) Ahmedabad 

 C) Kolkata D) Chennai 

  Answer : A    .   

✓ Union Health and Family Welfare Minister Dr. Mansukh Mandaviya launched the AYUSH-ICMR 

Advanced Center for Integrated Health Research at AIIMS in New Delhi.  

✓ It aims to provide holistic health care to patients by using both traditional Indian knowledge and modern 

medicine together.  
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✓ These centers will be set up at various AIIMS locations such as AIIMS Delhi, AIIMS Jodhpur, AIIMS 

Nagpur and AIIMS Rishikesh. 

Q.16. According to the Environment Ministry, India’s leopard numbers rose by 8% from 12,852 in 2018 to 

13,874 in 2022. The highest number of leopards were reported in which state? 

 A) Madhya Pradesh B) Karnataka  

 C) Maharashtra  D) Tamil Nadu 

  Answer : A    .   

✓ India’s leopard numbers rose by 8% from 12,852 in 2018 to 13,874 in 2022, according to a report made 

public by the Environment Ministry. 

✓ While the highest number of leopards were reported in Madhya Pradesh (3,907), only three other States 

reported over 1,000 animals each — Maharashtra (1,985), Karnataka (1,879) and Tamil Nadu (1,070). 

✓ While Uttarakhand reported a 22% decline in the big cat numbers — reportedly due to poaching and man-

animal conflict, Arunachal Pradesh, Assam and West Bengal saw a collective 150% rise to 349 animals. 

✓ The survey covered 20 States of India, and focussed on about 70% of the animals’ expected habitat, which 

are India’s tiger reserves and protected forest areas. 

✓ Forest surveyors travel 6,41,449 km for carnivore signs and prey abundance estimation. Camera traps were 

deployed at 32,803 locations, resulting in 4,70,81,881 photographs 

Q.17. FSSAI has awarded ‘Eat Right Station’ certification to how many railway stations to ensure safe, 

hygienic and nutritious food options for passengers? 

 A) 100 B) 150 

 C) 200 D) 250 

  Answer : B    .   

✓ Food regulator FSSAI has awarded ‘Eat Right Station’ certification to 150 railway stations so far for 

ensuring safe, hygienic and nutritious food options for passengers. 

✓ The Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI)’s Eat Right Station initiative is making 

significant strides in ensuring access to safe and healthy food within these bustling hubs. 

✓ The ‘Eat Right Station’ certification process involves rigorous audits of food vendors, training of food 

handlers, adherence to strict hygiene and sanitation protocols and efforts to raise awareness among 

individuals to make informed food choices 
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✓ Some of the prominent stations that have been certified as Eat Right stations are in New Delhi, Varanasi, 

Kolkata, Ujjain, Ayodhya Cantt, Hyderabad, Chandigarh, Kozhikode, Guwahati, Visakhapatnam, 

Bhubaneswar, Vadodara, Mysuru City, Bhopal, Igatpuri, and Chennai, among others from various states. 

✓ That apart, six pioneering metro stations have also been accredited as ‘Eat Right Stations’, including stations 

at Noida Sector 51, Esplanade (Kolkata), IIT Kanpur, Botanical Garden (Noida) and Noida Electronic City. 

✓ FSSAI remains committed to further expanding the ‘Eat Right Station’ programme. The aim is to 

encompass all major railway stations and metro stations 

FSSAI IN NEWS 2023-24 
➢ FSSAI has awarded ‘Eat Right Station’ certification to 150 railway stations so far for ensuring safe, 

hygienic and nutritious food options for passengers. 

➢ Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) introduced a new provision called 'Special 

Category' in the FOSCOS portal. 

➢ FSSAI has recently recognized the Mithun as a ‘food animal,’ opening doors for its commercial use 

found in Arunachal Pradesh. 

➢ Defence ministry, FSSAI to promote use of millets, healthy eating habits among armed forces. 

➢ Guwahati Railway Station of the Northeast Frontier Railway has been awarded the 'Eat Right Station' 

certification by FSSAI, for providing high-quality, nutritious food to passengers. 

➢ Union Minister for Health and Family Welfare, Dr Mansukh Mandaviya has inaugurated the state-

of-the-art National Training Centre for Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) at 

Ghaziabad, Uttar Pradesh. 

➢ Varanasi Cantt Railway Station of the Indian Railways has been awarded the 5-Star 'Eat Right Station' 

certification for providing high quality nutritious food to the passengers. 

➢ The Food Safety and Standard Authority of India (FSSAI) has awarded the food provided by the 

Bulandshahr prison of Uttar Pradesh a five-star rating and the tag 'Eat Right Campus'. Bulandshahr 

Jail is the second prison after Farrukhabad jail to get this tag from Uttar Pradesh.. 

➢ G Kamala Vardhana Rao was appointed the chief executive officer (CEO) of the Food Safety & 

Standards Authority of India (FSSAI). 

➢ FSSAI has been established under the Food Safety and Standards Act, 2006, which is a consolidating 

statue related to food safety and regulation in India. 
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Q.18. Which state government has launched the ‘One Time Scheme’ (OTS) in all the urban local bodies 

(ULBs) of the state? 

 A) Kerala B) Tamil Nadu 

 C) Telangana D) Andhra Pradesh 

  Answer : C    .   

✓ Telangana Government launched One-Time Scheme 

✓ The state government has ordered the implementation of ‘one time scheme’ (OTS) in all the urban local 

bodies (ULBs) of Telangana state including the Greater Hyderabad Municipal Corporation (GHMC). 

✓ Under the OTS the government ordered a waiver of 90 per cent on accumulated arrears interest on property 

tax, provided taxpayer clear the principal amount of dues till the financial year 2022-2023 together with 10 

per cent of interest at one go. 

✓ The OTS applies to private and government properties. 

Q.19. Which country has become the first Spanish-speaking nation to officially recognize the Indian 

Pharma standards? 

 A) Ireland B) Nicaragua 

 C) New Zealand D) Australia 

  Answer : B    .   

✓ Nicaragua has become the first Spanish-speaking nation to officially recognize the Indian Pharmacopoeia 

(IP) or Indian Pharma standards. 

✓ This development follows the signing of a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) on Pharmacopoeia 

Cooperation between the Governments of India and Nicaragua. 

✓ The move is expected to foster stronger ties between the two nations in the areas of healthcare, encouraging 

the exchange of expertise and resources for improved medical standards. 

➢ Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) 

➢ Founded : 2008 

➢ Headquarters : New Delhi  

➢ Chairperson : Rajesh Bhusan 

➢ CEO : G Kamala Vardhana Rao 
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✓ The Indian Pharmacopoeia (IP), compiled by the Indian Pharmacopoeia Commission (IPC) under the 

Ministry of Health & Family Welfare in India, serves as the official compendium of standards for drugs. 

✓ The legal significance of the IP within India, enshrined in the Second Schedule of the Drugs & Cosmetics 

Act, 1940, necessitates adherence to its standards for all imported, manufactured, and distributed drugs 

within the country. 

✓ About Nicaragua 

✓ Capital : Managua 

✓ Currency : Nicaraguan Córdoba 

✓ President : Daniel Ortega 

✓ Official language : Spanish 

Q.20. Prime Minister Narendra Modi has inaugurated and laid the foundation stone for multiple 

development projects worth 35,700 crore rupees in which state in March 2024? 

 A) Bihar B) Jharkhand 

 C) Odisha D) Chhattisgarh 

  Answer : B    .   

✓ PM Modi launches development projects worth 35,700 crore rupees in Jharkhand 

✓ Prime Minister Narendra Modi has inaugurated and laid the foundation stone for multiple development 

projects worth 35,700 crore rupees in Jharkhand from Sindri in Dhanbad district. 

✓ These projects are related to fertilizer, rail, power, and coal sectors. 

✓ Modi dedicated to the nation the Hindustan Urvarak & Rasayan Ltd’s (HURL) Sindri fertiliser plant, in 

order to attain self-sufficiency in the urea sector. The plant has been developed at a cost of over 8,900 crore 

rupees. 

✓ PM also inaugurated and laid the foundation stones for several rail projects worth over 17,600 crore rupees 

in the state. 

✓ These projects include third- and fourth-lines connecting Sone Nagar and Andal, Tori-Shivpur first and 

second, and Biratoli-Shivpur third line, Mohanpur-Hansdiha new rail line and Dhanbad-Chandrapura rail 

line. These projects will expand the rail services in the state and lead to the socio-economic development of 

the region. 
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Q.21. Juventus midfielder Paul Pogba has been banned for four years for doping. He is from which country? 

 A) Canada B) Croatia 

 C) Portugal D) France 

  Answer : D    .   

✓ France and Juventus midfielder Paul Pogba has been banned for four years for a doping. 

✓ Pogba was provisionally suspended by Italy’s national anti-doping (NADO Italia) tribunal in September 

after testing positive for testosterone — a banned substance. 

✓ The test, performed after Juve’s 3-0 Serie A season-opening victory at Udinese on Aug. 20, detected 

testosterone, a hormone that increases athletes’ endurance. The 30-year-old was an unused substitute in that 

game 

Q.22. Which day is marked as World Obesity Day every year? 

 A) March 01 

 B) March 02 

 C) March 03 

 D) March 04 

  Answer : D    .   

✓ World Obesity Day is observed every year on March 04. It is observed to spread awareness about obesity 

and encourage action towards its elimination. 

✓ Theme for World Obesity Day 2024 : Let's Talk About Obesity And 

✓ The incidence of obesity continues to surge, bringing the alarming problem to a routine norm. This sad 

situation must be reversed as with this trend, 270 crore adults worldwide will be overweight or obese by 

2025.  

✓ The National Family Health Survey India-3 (NFHS-3) and (NFHS-4) reported the obesity epidemic in India. 

It showed that:  

✓ In 2005-06, 13% of women and nine percent of men of the age group of 15-49 years were overweight or 

obese, according to NFHS-3 

✓ In 2015-16, 21% of women and 19% were overweight or obese (BMI 25.0 kg/m2), according to NFHS-4 

data. 
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Q.23. Which day is marked annually as the National Security Day? 

 A) March 01 B) March 03 

 C) March 04 D) March 02 

  Answer : C    .   

✓ In India, March 4 is celebrated as National Security Day (Rashtriya Suraksha Diwas) every year, in the 

honor of the Indian Security Forces. 

✓ The first National Security Day (NSD) was held in 1972. 

✓ The theme for this year’s celebration is  "Safety Leadership for ESG Excellence," 

✓ The National Security Day aims to show gratitude to all the security forces, including policemen, para-

military forces, commandos, guards, army officers, and other persons involved in security, who sacrifice 

their life in maintaining the peace and security of the people of the country. 

✓ It was on this day in 1966 that the National Security Council (NSC) of India was established by the Ministry 

of Labour, Government of India. 

Q.24. The National Safety Council (NSC) of India observes which day as National Safety Day to 

commemorate its foundation day? 

 A) 04 March B) 03 March 

 C) 02 March D) 01 March 

  Answer : A    .   

✓ The National Safety Day (NSD) is celebrated every year on 4th of March to commemorate the foundation 

of National Safety Council (NSC) of India. 

✓ The first National Safety Day was observed in 1972.  

✓ The year 2024 marks 53rd NSD. 

✓ Theme 2024 is 'Focus on Safety Leadership for Environmental, Social, and Governance (ESG) Excellence.'  

✓ The day aims to raise public awareness of all safety principles, including road safety, workplace safety, 

human health safety, and environmental safety. 

✓ The National Safety Council was set up on 4th March, 1966 by the Ministry of Labour and Employment,  

to develop and implement a voluntary routine in the areas of safety, health, and the environment. 
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Q.25. The World Wildlife Day is observed on which day of the year annually? 

 A) March 01 B) March 04 

 C) March 03 D) March 02 

  Answer : C    .   

✓ The World Wildlife Day is observed every year on March 3 to celebrate and raise awareness about the 

world’s wild fauna and flora. 

✓ Theme 2024 :  "Connecting People and Planet: Exploring Digital Innovation in Wildlife Conservation," 

✓ The day was proposed by Thailand and recognised in 2013 by United Nations General Assembly (UNGA). 

March 3 has been chosen as it is the day of signature of the Convention on International Trade in 

Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) in 1973. 

Q.26. The Civil Accounts Day is marked every year on March 01. Which edition of the Civil Accounts Day 

was observed in 2024? 

 A) 44th B) 49th 

 C) 45th D) 48th 

  Answer : D    .   

✓ The Civil Accounts Day 2024 was celebrated on 1st March to mark the 48th foundation day of Indian Civil 

Accounts Service (ICAS) in new Delhi. 

✓ The Civil Accounts Day has been organised every year by the Indian Civil Accounts Service (ICAS), since 

its inception in 1976. 

✓ ICAS is one of the Civil Services of India. It comes under the Department of Expenditure, Union Ministry 

of Finance 

 

 

Q.1. Which of the following card type cannot be used for cash withdrawal at PoS terminals? 

 A) VISA Debit Cards B) MasterCard 

 C) Credit Card D) Rupay Card 

  Answer : C   .     
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Q.2. Where is the headquarters of Institute for Development and Research in Banking Technology 

(IDBRT) located? 

 A) Mumbai B) Chennai 

 C) Hyderabad D) Delhi 

  Answer : C    . 

Q.3. Who regulates a company based Infrastructure Debt Fund (IDF)? 

 A) RBI B) SEBI 

 C) NABARD D) NHB 

  Answer : A   .   

Q.4. Who regulates a trust based Infrastructure Debt Fund (IDF)? 

 A) RBI B) SEBI 

 C) NABARD D) NHB 

  Answer : B    .   

Q.5. In 1969, those banks were nationalized whose deposits were more than _. 

 A) Rs 100 crore B) Rs 200 crore 

 C) Rs 50 crore D) Rs 10 crore 

  Answer : C   .   

✓ The Government nationalised 14 banks (with effect from the midnight of 19 July 1969) with deposits of 

over Rs.50 crore by promulgating the Banking Companies (Acquisition and Transfer of Undertakings) 

Ordinance, 1969. 

Q.6. In 1980, those banks were nationalized whose deposits were more than _. 

 A) Rs 500 crore B) Rs 100 crore 

 C) Rs 200 crore D) Rs 50 crore 

  Answer : C   .   

✓ Six banks, viz, Andhra Bank, Corporation Bank, New Bank of India, Oriental Bank of Commerce, Punjab 

and Sind Bank, and Vijaya Bank with deposit liabilities of Rs.200 crore and above were nationalised in 

April 1980 
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Q.7. What is the minimum paid up capital requirement for a bank to be eligible for inclusion in the Second 

Schedule to the Reserve Bank of India Act, 1934? 

 A) Rs 50 lakh B) Rs 10 lakh 

 C) Rs 15 lakh D) Rs 5 lakh 

  Answer : D   . 

✓ A scheduled bank is one that is listed in the second schedule of RBI Act, 1934. Banks having paid up 

capital of at least Rs 5 lakh are eligible for inclusion in the Second Schedule to the Reserve Bank of 

India Act, 1934. 

Q.8. How many types of Priority Sector Lending Certificates are there in India? 

 A) 3 B) 4 

 C) 5 D) 6 

  Answer : B   .  

✓ Four type- PSLC Agriculture, PSLC SF/MF, PSLC Micro Enterprises and PSLC General 

Q.9. The range of Statutory Liquidity Ratio (SLR) that RBI can prescribe can vary between 0% to ____ %. 

 A) 20 B) 30 

 C) 40 D) 50 

  Answer : C   . 

Q.10. What is the maximum compensation under the Banking Ombudsman Scheme of RBI? 

 A) Rs 10 lakh B) Rs 5 lakh 

 C) Rs 20 lakh D) Rs 1 lakh 

  Answer : C   . 
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