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Q.1. Consider the following statements with reference to Lachit Borphukan: 

 1. He was an army commander of the Ahom kingdom. 

 2. He defeated the Mughal forces, led by Raja Ramsingh-I, in the Battle of Saraighat. 

 Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 A) 1 only B) 2 only 

 C) Both 1 and 2 D) Neither 1 nor 2 

  Answer : C   .   

✓ Recently, the Prime Minister of India unveiled a 125-foot bronze statue of Ahom general Lachit Borphukan 

at his burial site in eastern Assam’s Jorhat district. 

✓ He was a legendary army commander of the Ahom kingdom (1228-1826), 

✓ He was known for his leadership in the 1671 ‘Battle of Saraighat’. 

✓ He defeated the Mughal forces, led by Raja Ramsingh-I, in this battle, and thwarted a drawn-out attempt by 

them to take back Assam. 

✓ He was chosen as one of the five Borphukans of the Ahom kingdom by king Charadhwaj Singha and given 

administrative, judicial, and military responsibilities. 

✓ Borphukan preferred guerrilla tactics which provided an edge to his smaller, but fast moving and capable 

forces. 

✓ He was buried at the ‘maidam’ — burial grounds for Ahom royals and nobles — at Hollongapar, after 

passing away a year after the battle at the age of 49 due to illness. 

STATUE IN NEWS  2023-24 
➢ Prime Minister of India unveiled a 125-foot bronze statue of Ahom general Lachit Borphukan at his 

burial site in eastern Assam’s Jorhat district. 

➢ Defense Minister Rajnath Singh unveiled the statue of India's first Chief of Defense Staff, late General 

Bipin Rawat, in Dehradun, Uttarakhand. 

➢ Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister Y S Jagan Mohan Reddy will unveil a 125 foot statue of Dr B R 

Ambedkar at Swaraj Maidan in Vijayawada. "Statue of Social Justice". 
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Q.2. Consider the following statements with reference to the Citizenship Amendment Act, 2019: 

 1. It provides a path to Indian citizenship to persecuted religious minorities from Pakistan, 

Bangladesh and Afghanistan who migrated to India before December 31, 2014. 

 2. It does not apply to the tribal areas included in the Sixth Schedule of the Constitution of India. 

➢ A statue dedicated to Thiruvalluvar, a cultural icon revered among Tamilians, was unveiled in the 

French city of Cergy. 

➢ Prime Minister Narendra Modi unveiled the statue of Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj at Rajkot Fort 

located in Sindhudurg, Maharashtra. 

➢ External Affairs Minister Dr. S. Jaishankar unveiled the bust of Gurudev Rabindranath Tagore at the 

International Friendship Park in Bac Ninh province, Vietnam. 

➢ Assam CM Himanta Biswa Sarma unveiled a statue of medieval-era Ahom army commander, Lachit 

Borphukan, and a Swahid Smarak at Bir Lachit Borphukan Park in Guwahati. 

➢ Outside India, Dr. The largest statue of BR Ambedkar will be unveiled in the United States. The 19-

foot statue of Ambedkar has been named 'Statue of Equality' and will be inaugurated in Maryland, 

USA. 

➢ Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan unveiled the 108-foot-tall ‘Statue of Oneness’ 

of Adi Shankaracharya at Omkareshwar. 

➢ President Droupadi Murmu has unveiled a 12  feet high statue of the father of the nation Mahatma 

Gandhi and a ‘Gandhi Vatika’ at Gandhi Darshan near Rajghat in New Delhi. 

➢ Union Home Minister Amit Shah on  laid the foundation stone of 108 feet tall statue of Lord Shri 

Ram in Kurnool, Andhra Pradesh. 

➢ Union Home Minister Amit Shah unveiled a 54 feet tall statue of Lord Hanuman at Sarangpur temple 

in Botad district of Gujarat. 

➢ Union Home Minister and Minister of Cooperation, Shri Amit Shah unveiled the statues of Lord 

Basaveshwara ji and Nadaprabhu Kempegowda ji at the State Assembly premises in Bengaluru, 

Karnataka. 

➢ Samatha Kumbh is being held on the premises of the Statue of Equality at Muchintal, Telangana. 

➢ Union Home Minister Amit Shah has unveiled a 120-feet-tall statue of a polo player riding a pony at 

Marjing Polo Complex in Manipur’s Imphal East district. 
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 Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 A) 1 only B) 2 only 

 C) Both 1 and 2 D) Neither 1 nor 2 

  Answer : C    .   

✓ Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) recently notified the Citizenship Amendment Rules, 2024 that would 

enable the implementation of the Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA) passed by the Parliament in 2019. 

✓ About Citizenship (Amendment) Act, 2019: 

✓ The Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA) amends the Citizenship Act of 1955 to provide a path to Indian 

citizenship for Hindus, Sikhs, Christians, Buddhists, Jains, and Parsis who migrated from neighbouring 

Muslim-majority countries such as Pakistan, Bangladesh, and Afghanistan, before December 31, 2014. 

✓ Under the CAA, migrants who entered India till December 31, 2014, and had suffered “religious persecution 

or fear or religious persecution” in their country of their origin would be made eligible for accelerated 

citizenship. 

✓ It relaxed the residence requirement for naturalisation of these migrants from twelve years to just six. 

✓ The cut-off date for citizenship is December 31, 2014, which means the applicant should have entered India 

on or before that date. 

✓ The law exempts the tribal areas of Assam, Meghalaya, Mizoram, and Tripura as included in the Sixth 

Schedule of the Constitution, including the tribal areas of Karbi Anglong in Assam, Garo Hills in 

Meghalaya, Chakma district in Mizoram, and Tribal areas district in Tripura. 

✓ It also includes a provision for the cancellation of Overseas Citizen of India (OCI) registration if the OCI 

cardholder violates any provision of the Citizenship Act or any other applicable law. 

✓ Citizenship Law 

✓ According to Article 11 of the Indian constitution, Parliament can make law on Citizenship. Using this 

power, the Parliament passed the Citizenship Act 1955. This law makes provisions regarding the acquisition 

and termination of Indian citizenship 

Q.3. Consider the following statements regarding the Revamped Pharmaceuticals Technology 

Upgradation Assistance (RPTUAS) Scheme: 

 1. It aims to support the upgradation of pharmaceutical industries to the WHO-Good Manufacturing 

Practice standards. 

 2. Under this scheme, subsidies are provided based on the annual profit of the company. 
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 Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 A) 1 only B) 2 only 

 C) Both 1 and 2 D) Neither 1 nor 2 

  Answer : A   .   

✓ The Department of Pharmaceuticals, Ministry of Chemicals and Fertilizers has announced the Revamped 

Pharmaceuticals Technology Upgradation Assistance (RPTUAS) Scheme. 

✓ The objective is to offer "subsidies based on quality" reimbursement, aiding pharmaceutical companies in 

achieving revised Schedule M and WHO-GMP certifications. 

✓ The revised guideline aims to support the pharmaceutical industry's up-gradation to the Revised Schedule-

M & WHO-GMP standards, enhancing the quality and safety of pharmaceutical products manufactured in 

our country. 

✓ Key Features of the Revised Scheme: 

✓ Broadened Eligibility Criteria: Reflecting a more inclusive approach, eligibility for the PTUAS has been 

expanded beyond Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises to include any pharmaceutical manufacturing unit 

with a turnover of less than 500 crores that requires technology and quality upgradation. Preference remains 

for MSMEs, supporting smaller players in achieving high-quality manufacturing standards. 

✓ Flexible Financing Options: The scheme introduces more flexible financing options, emphasizing subsidies 

on reimbursement basis, over traditional credit-linked approach. 

✓ Comprehensive Support for Compliance with New Standards: In alignment with revised Schedule-M and 

WHO-Good Manufacturing Practice (GMP) standards, the scheme now supports a broader range of 

technological upgrades. Eligible activities include improvements such as HVAC systems, water and steam 

utilities, testing laboratories etc. 

✓ State Government Scheme Integration: The revised scheme allows integration with state government 

schemes, enabling units to benefit from additional top-up assistance. This collaborative approach aims to 

maximize support for the pharmaceutical industry in their technology upgradation efforts. 

✓ The new benefit limit is based on turnover of the company. Units with less than Rs 5 crore turnover will get 

an incentive of 20 percent of investment under eligible activities. 

✓ The units with turnover ranging from Rs 50 crore to less than Rs 250 crore will get an incentive of 15 percent 

of investment, while for those with turnover ranging from Rs 250 crore to less than Rs 500 crore, it will be 

10 percent of investment under eligible expenses. 
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Q.4. With reference to Agni-5 missile, consider the following statements: 

 1. It uses a three-stage solid-fuelled engine. 

 2. It has a range of 10000 km. 

 3. It is equipped with Multiple Independently targetable Re-entry Vehicle (MIRV) technology. 

 How many of the above statements are correct? 

 A) Only one B) Only two 

 C) All three D) None 

  Answer : B   .   

✓ Recently, the Prime Minister of India announced successful maiden flight test of Agni-5 missile with MIRV 

technology, code-named Mission Divyastra, boosting India's defence capability. 

✓ The maiden flight test of the locally developed Agni-5 missile with multiple independently targetable re-

entry vehicle (MIRV) technology and code named as Mission Divyastra. 

✓ Key features of Agni-5 missile 

✓ It uses a three-stage solid fuelled engine and has a range of 5,000km. 

✓ Agni-5 has been successfully tested multiple times since 2012. 

✓ Agni series has medium to Intercontinental versions of Agni missile systems 1 to 5 with a varying ranges — 

starting from 700 km for Agni-1 to 5000 km and above for Agni-5. 

✓ In June 2021, DRDO successfully tested Agni P, a canisterised missile with a range capability between 1,000 

and 2,000 km. 

✓ This means that the missile can be launched from road and rail platforms, making it easier for it to be 

deployed and launched at a quicker pace. 

✓ What is MIRV technology? 

✓ It can target multiple targets that can be hundreds of kilometers apart with a single missile. 

✓ This Agni, capable of carrying nuclear warheads, has a range of more than 5,000 km, making it a long-range 

missile. 

✓ These missiles can be launched from land or from sea from a submarine. 

✓ In contrast to a traditional missile, which carries one warhead, MIRVs can carry multiple warheads. 

✓ Warheads on MIRVed missiles can be released from the missile at different speeds and in different 

directions.” 
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✓ This has propelled India into an exclusive league of countries that have the capability to deploy MIRV 

missile systems, including the US, the UK, France. 

✓ Hence only statements 1 and 3 are correct. 

Q.5. Who has been elected as the new Chief Minister of Haryana? 

 A) Nayab Saini B) Bandaru Dattatreya 

 C) Bhupendra Yadav D) Atul Pradhan 

  Answer : A   .   

✓ Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP ) leader Nayab Saini was sworn in as the 11th chief minister of Haryana on 12 

March 2024.  

✓ In a simple ceremony, the governor of Haryana Bandaru Dattatreya administered the oath of office to Nayab 

Saini.  

✓ He will replace Manohar Lal Khattar, the first chief minister of Haryana to be from the Bharatiya Janata 

Party (BJP). 

✓ Earlier in the day, Manohar Lal Khattar, who has been the chief minister of Haryana since 26  October 

2014, submitted his resignation letter along with his council of ministers to the state Governor.   

✓ Manohar Lal Khattar headed a BJP -JJP coalition government in the state.  

✓ On 12 March 2024, the  Jannayak Janata Party (JJP) led by Dusyant Chautala broke its alliance with the 

BJP in the state and after that, Manohar Lal Khattar resigned from his post. 

✓ Nayab Saini  

✓ Nayab Saini is a BJP leader who belongs to the Other Backward Caste (OBC). 

✓ In 2014, he became an MLA from Narayangarh Vidhan Sabha. In  2016, he was appointed a  minister in 

the Manohar Lal Khattar government. 

✓ In 2019, he was elected as a Member of Parliament from Kurukshetra constituency. In 2023, he was 

appointed the head of the Haryana unit of the BJP. 

✓ The Haryana Legislative Assembly has a strength of 90 members. The BJP has 41 MLAs, supported by 5 

independent MLAs and the Haryana Lokhit Party MLA Gopal Kanda. 

✓ The state of Haryana was formed on 1 November 1996 after the enactment of the Punjab Reorganisation 

Act 1966. 

✓ The tenth chief minister was Manohar Lal Khattar. 

✓ The first chief minister of Haryana was Bhagwat Dayal Sharma of the Congress party. 
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Q.6. The pair of Satwiksairaj Rankireddy and Chirag Shetty has clinched its second French Open men’s 

doubles badminton title. The pair has defeated whom? 

 A) Lee Jhe-Huei and Lee Jhe-huei B) Lee Yang and Yang Po-Hsuan  

 C) Wang Chi-lina and Lee Jhe-Huei D) Lee Jhe-Huei and Yang Po-Hsuan 

  Answer : D   .   

✓ Top Indian badminton men’s pair of Satwiksairaj Rankireddy and Chirag Shetty won their first title of 2024 

by beating the Chinese Taipei’s Lee Jhe-Huei and Yang Po-Hsuan pair in the final of the French Open 2024. 

✓ In the final played at the Porte de la Chapelle Arena, Paris, the world's no.1 men’s pair took 37 minutes to 

demolish the world no.16 ranked Chinese Taipei’s player by 21-11, 21-17 in straight sets. 

✓ This was the second French Open title for the Indian pair. They had won the men’s double title in 2021 and 

finished runners-up in 2019. 

✓ The French Open win was Satwik and Chirag’s seventh title on the BWF World Tour. The Indian pair won 

the Swiss Open, the Indonesia Open and the Korea Open in 2023.  

NEWLY CHIEF MINISTER IN NEWS 2023-24 
➢ Nayab Saini was sworn in as the 11th chief minister of Haryana. [(BJP)] 

➢ Champai Soren is serving as the 7th and current Chief Minister of Jharkhand [Jharkhand Mukti 

Morcha (JMM)]. 

➢ Nitish Kumar is has served as the 22nd chief minister of Bihar. 

➢ Bihar's longest serving chief minister, and also holding the post for 9th term. [Janata Dal United (JDU) 

Mahagathbandhan BJP)]. 

➢ Bhajan Lal Sharma is serving as the 14th and current Chief Minister of Rajasthan [(BJP)] 

➢ Dr. Mohan Yadav is serving as the 19th and Current Chief Minister of Madhya Pradesh  [(BJP), he 

represents Ujjain South ] 

➢ Lalduhoma is Indian Police Service officer who is serving as the 6th Chief Minister of Mizoram 

[Zoram People’s Movement (ZPM) ]. 

➢ Vishnu Deo Sai serving as the 4th Chief Minister of Chhattisgarh.[(BJP)]. 

➢ Anumula Revanth Reddy is serving as the second and current Chief Minister of Telangana .[ Indian 

National Congress (INC)] 
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✓ The results at the French Open will count toward players’ qualification rankings for the Paris 2024 Olympics, 

which will be held from 27 July to 5 August 2024. Players have to secure the necessary points to qualify for 

the Paris Olympics until April 2024. 

✓ The Super 750 BWF French Open 2024 was held at  Arena Porte de la Chapelle, Paris, France, from 5-10 

March 2024.  

✓ The star badminton duo of Satwiksairaj Rankireddy and Chirag Shetty received the coveted Major Dhyan 

Chand Khel Ratna Award 2024. 

✓ Super 750 BWF French Open 2024  

✓ Men’s (Single) 

✓ Winner: Y.Q. Shi (China) 

✓ Runner-up : Kunlavut Vitidasarn (Thailand)  

✓ Women’s (Single)  

✓ Winner : An Se Young (South Korea) 

✓ Runner-up : Akane Yamaguchi (Japan) 

✓ Women’s Double 

✓ Winner : Chen Qing Chen and Jia Ye Fan(Both from China) 

✓ Runner-up : Nami Matsuyama  and Chiharu Sida(Both  from Japan ) 

✓ Men’s Doubles  

✓ Winner : Satwiksairaj Rankireddy and Chirag Shetty(Both from India) 

✓ Runner-up : Lee Jhe-Huei and Yang Po-Hsuan (Both from Chinese Taipei) 

Q.7. Which Indian writer has been awarded the ‘Erasmus Prize 2024’ for highlighting the climate change 

crisis? 

 A) Chetan Bhagat B) Salman Rushdie 

 C) Amitav Ghosh D) Arundhati Roy 

  Answer : C   .   

✓ Indian writer Amitav Ghosh has been awarded the ‘Erasmus Prize’ 2024 for highlighting the climate change 

crisis. 

✓ 67-year-old Ghosh has been honoured with the award by the Premium Erasmianum Foundation of the 

Netherlands. 

✓ Amitav Ghosh will receive the award in person in the Netherlands in November. 
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✓ Ghosh has received this award for his passionate contribution to highlighting the global crisis of climate 

change through writing and on the theme of ‘imagining the unimaginable’. 

✓ In 2023, this award was received by South African comedian ‘Trevor Noah’. 

✓ About Amitav Ghosh 

✓ He is a renowned writer who was born in Kolkata and brought up in India, Bangladesh and Sri Lanka. 

✓ He has written many acclaimed works of fiction, including "The Shadow Lines," "The Glass Palace," "The 

Hungry Tide," "Gun Island," "The Nutmeg's Curse," "Jungle Nama," and "The Living Mountain." . , 

✓ His works have been translated into more than 30 languages, making him a globally recognized author. 

✓ In 2019, Ghosh received the Jnanpith Award, India's highest literary honour, becoming the first English-

language writer to receive this recognition. 

✓ About the Erasmus Prize 

✓ Prince Bernhard of the Netherlands founded the Premium Erasmianum in 1958. 

✓ It is a distinguished award for individuals or institutions who have made an extraordinary contribution to 

culture or scholarship in Europe and beyond. 

✓ The prize carries an incentive amount of 150,000 Euros. 

✓ It is also accompanied by decorations designed by Bruno Nienaber van Eyben. 

AWARDS AND HONOURS IN NEWS 2023- 24 
➢ Amitav Ghosh has been awarded the ‘Erasmus Prize’ 2024 for highlighting the climate change crisis 

➢ Bharti Enterprises founder and chairman Sunil Bharti Mittal has become the first Indian to be awarded 

an honorary knighthood by Britain's King Charles III 

➢ Shashi Tharoor, a prolific author and a diplomat-turned-politician, was conferred France’s highest 

civilian honour ‘Chevalier de la Legion d’honneur’. 

➢ PV Narasimha Rao, Chaudhary Charan Singh, and MS Swaminathan are set to receive India's highest 

civilian award, the Bharat Ratna. 

➢ Karpoori Thakur, a renowned socialist leader and former Chief Minister of Bihar, is set to be 

posthumously conferred with the Bharat Ratna, India’s highest civilian award. 

➢ Another recipient of the Bharat Ratna Award for the year 2024 is Lal Krishna Advani. 

➢ Dr. Bina Modi, the esteemed Chairperson of Modi Enterprises, has been honored with the prestigious 

‘Outstanding Business Woman of the Year’ Award. 
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➢ REC Secures Best Green Bond – Corporate Award At The Asset Triple A Awards 2024. 

➢ PT Usha Honored with Lifetime Achievement Award by SJFI and DSJA 

➢ Priest Ishwari Prasad Namboodiri Honored with the Shankar Smriti Award 

➢ The 69th edition of the Filmfare Awards 2024 took place in Gandhinagar, Gujarat. 

➢ Best Film 12th Fail 

➢ Best Director Vidhu Vinod Chopra (12th Fail) 

➢ Best Actor in a Leading Role (Male) Ranbir Kapoor (Animal) 

➢ Best Actor in a Leading Role (Female) Alia Bhatt (Rocky Aur Rani Kii Prem Kahaani) 

➢ Australia skipper Pat Cummins was announced as the winner of the Sir Garfield Sobers Trophy for 

the ICC Men’s Cricketer of the Year 2023. 

➢ Veteran Indian batter Virat Kohli was crowned the ICC Men’s ODI Cricketer of the Year 2023. 

➢ Skyways Air Services wins Best Cargo Services Award at Wings India Awards. 

➢ REC Limited Wins ICAI Award for Excellence in Financial Reporting FY 2022-23. 

➢ US Air Force Officer Madison Marsh Becomes First Active-Duty Winner Of Miss America 2024 

➢ Savita Kanswal Posthumously Honored With Tenzing Norgay Award 

➢ Singapore’s Changi Airport Earns The Title Of World’s Best Airport For 2023 

➢ Hero MotoCorp’s facility wins CII National Award for water management 

➢ Prof B R Kamboj Honoured With M S Swaminathan Award 

➢ Poet Sukrita Paul Kumar Wins Rabindranath Tagore Literary Prize for ‘Salt & Pepper’ 

➢ Bengaluru's Kempegowda International Airport Terminal 2  Recognized Among UNESCO’s ‘Most 

Beautiful Airports’ 

➢ IREDA’s Pradip Kumar Das Wins ‘CMD Of The Year’ For The Second Straight Year. 

➢ Poonam Khetrapal Singh Honored with Bhutan’s National Order of Merit. 

➢ Indira Gandhi Peace Prize Awarded to Daniel Barenboim and Ali Abu Awwad” 

➢ Noted Hindi Writer Pushpa Bharati to Receive 33rd Vyas Samman for her 2016 memoir, "Yaadein, 

Yaadein aur Yaadein." 

➢ Federal Bank Titled “Bank of the Year 2023” in India : The Banker 

➢ Argentina’s football icon, Lionel Messi, has been named Time magazine’s Athlete of the Year for 

2023 

➢ Abdullahi Mire, a Somali refugee, has been named the 2023 UNHCR Nansen Refugee Award 

http://www.aparchitexamwarriors.com/
https://t.me/joinchat/AAAAAE8dn2HB6sDtwXmGFg
https://m.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=114372970613721&substory_index=0&id=103828281668190
https://www.instagram.com/aparchitexamwarriors/
https://imojo.in/1a0kyas


 

Follow us: Official Site, Telegram, Facebook, Instagram, Instamojo      20 

 

 

Q.8. India has signed a free trade agreement (FTA) with EFTA countries with a target of reaching $100 

billion investment and one million jobs in India. Which of the following countries is NOT the part 

of EFTA bloc? 

 A) Norway B) Switzerland 

 C) Sweden D) Iceland 

  Answer : C    .   

✓ Recently, India signed a landmark free trade agreement (FTA) with the European Free Trade Association 

(EFTA), a bloc consisting of Switzerland, Norway, Liechtenstein, and Iceland. 

✓ India and the European Free Trade Association (EFTA) signed a Trade and Economic Partnership 

Agreement (TEPA). 

✓ EFTA was established in 1960, is an intergovernmental organization. Its purpose is to promote free trade 

and economic integration to benefit its four member states. 

✓ India has been working on a TEPA with the EFTA countries, which include Switzerland, Iceland, Norway, 

and Liechtenstein.  

✓ TEPA 

✓ The Trade Agreement between India and four developed nations, known as TEPA, is a significant step 

forward for the country's economic growth.  

✓ This ambitious agreement marks the first time India has signed an FTA with such a prominent economic 

bloc in Europe. 

✓ In a historic move, the agreement includes a binding commitment of $100 billion investment and 1 million 

direct jobs within the next 15 years.  

✓ The agreement is expected to provide a much-needed boost to the Make in India initiative and enable the 

talented young workforce to explore new opportunities.  

✓ With this FTA, Indian exporters will have a window of access to large European and global markets, 

generating promising prospects for growth 

✓ About the agreement  

➢ Paul Lynch who is an Irish author won the 2023 Booker prize for his fifth novel ‘Prophet Song’ 

➢ Tamil writer  Perumal Murugan’s ‘Fire Bird’ Wins 2023 JCB Prize for Literature 
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✓ The agreement consists of 14 chapters, primarily emphasizing market access pertaining to goods, rules of 

origin, trade facilitation, trade remedies, sanitary and phytosanitary measures, technical barriers to trade, 

investment promotion, market access for services, intellectual property rights, trade and sustainable 

development, and other legal and horizontal provisions. 

✓ Highlights of the agreement 

✓ The EFTA has made a commitment to promote investments in India. The aim is to increase the stock of 

foreign direct investments by USD 100 billion in the next 15 years. The investments will create one million 

direct jobs in India.  

✓ This commitment is the first-ever legal commitment made about promoting target-oriented investment and 

job creation in the history of FTAs.  

✓ EFTA is offering 92.2% of its tariff lines, covering 99.6% of India's exports. The market access offer covers 

100% of non-agri products and tariff concession on Processed Agricultural Products (PAP). India is offering 

82.7% of its tariff lines, covering 95.3% of EFTA exports.  

✓ Sensitivity related to PLI in sectors such as pharma, medical devices & processed food etc. have been taken 

while extending offers. India has excluded dairy, soya, coal, and sensitive agricultural products.  

✓ TEPA offers Indian companies an opportunity to expand their market reach to the EU through Switzerland, 

which exports over 40% of its global services to the EU. 

✓ About EFTA 

✓ The European Free Trade Association (EFTA) is a significant regional organization that offers numerous 

prospects for improving the global exchange of goods and services. EFTA is a major economic entity within 

Europe, alongside the European Union (EU) and the United Kingdom (UK). Notably, Switzerland is India's 

top trading partner among EFTA member nations, with Norway following closely behind 

Q.9. Which country has been bestowed with the prestigious measles and rubella champion award for its 

exemplary efforts in combating these diseases? 

 A) Afghanistan 

 B) Bhutan 

 C) Bangladesh 

 D) India 

  Answer : D    .   
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✓ India has been bestowed with the prestigious measles and rubella champion award for its exemplary efforts 

in combating these diseases. 

✓ The award was received by the ambassador Sripriya Ranganathan on behalf of the Ministry of Health and 

Family Welfare at American Red Cross Headquarters in Washington. 

✓ This accolade celebrates the country’s unwavering c ommitment to public health and its outstanding 

leadership in curbing the spread of these infectious diseases among children. 

✓ The award is a testament to the dedication and hard work of country’s frontline health workers, healthcare 

professionals, policymakers, and communities across the nation. 

✓ It said, these efforts have resulted in 50 districts consistently not witnessing any measles case while 226 

districts have not reported rubella cases over the past 12 months. 

Q.10. Which among the following best describes INS Tushil, recently seen in the news? 

 A)  It is a torpedo launch and recovery vessel. 

 B) It is a Talwar-class stealth frigate. 

 C) It is a diesel-electric submarine. 

 D) It is a Kiev-class aircraft carrier 

  Answer : B    .   

✓ INS Tushil, India's latest naval asset, initiated its sea trials from Russia's Baltiysk naval base recently. 

✓ About INS Tushil: 

✓ It is the first Krivak-III frigate to be acquired under Project 11356M. 

✓ Project 11356M: 

✓ India in 2016 signed an Inter-Governmental Agreement (IGA) with Russia to purchase/construct four 

additional Admiral Grigorovich-class (Project 11356M) frigates through a partnership between Russian and 

Indian shipyards.  

✓ Russia will supply two of the frigates (INS Tushil and INS Tamala), while the other two will be constructed 

in India. 

✓ The Talwar-class frigates, or Project 11356, are a class of stealth-guided missile frigates. 

✓ The displacement is 3620 tons, the length is 124.8 meters. The full speed is 30 knots, and the cruising range 

is 4850 miles 
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Q.11. Consider the following statements regarding the Software Technology Parks of India: 

 1. It is an autonomous organization under the Union Ministry of Electronics and Information 

Technology. 

 2. It aims to promote micro, small and medium entrepreneurs in the field of IT/IT Enabled Services. 

 Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 A) 1 only B) 2 only 

 C) Both 1 and 2 D) Neither 1 nor 2 

  Answer : C    .   

✓ Recently, the Software Technology Parks of India (STPI) launched its 24th Center of Entrepreneurship 

(CoE) - "FinGlobe," dedicated to fostering innovation and growth in the financial technology sector, at 

STPI-Gandhinagar, GIFT City. 

✓ It is a premier autonomous Science and Technology organization under the Ministry of Electronics and 

Information Technology (MeitY). 

✓ It is engaged in promoting IT/ITES Industry, innovation, R&D, start-ups, product/IP creation in the field 

of emerging technologies like IoT, Blockchain, Artificial Intelligence (AI), Machine Learning (ML), 

Computer Vision, Robotics and Robotics Process Automation (RPA) etc. 

✓ Objectives 

✓ To promote the development and export of software and software services including Information 

Technology (I.T.) Enabled Services / Bio-IT. 

✓ To provide statutory and other promotional services to the exporters by implementing Software Technology 

Park/ Electronics and Hardware Technology Park Schemes and other such schemes this may be formulated 

and entrusted by the Government from time to time. 

✓ To provide data communication services including value added services to IT / IT Enabled Services related 

industries. 

✓ To promote micro, small and medium entrepreneurs by creating conducive environment for 

entrepreneurship in the field of IT / IT Enabled Services. 

✓ It has expanded its presence pan-India since its inception in 1991 with 3 centres to disperse tech-driven 

entrepreneurship to Tier-II/III cities. 

✓ Today, STPI has 64 centres of which 56 centres are in Tier-II/III cities. 
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✓ Significance: These centres have been playing a pivotal role in boosting IT/ITeS/ESDM exports from the 

respective region, generating employment, and fostering startups to develop software products. 

Q.12. Consider the following statements with reference to the Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS): 

 1. It is the National Standard Body of India, which operates various product certification schemes. 

 2. It functions under the administrative control of the Union Ministry of Commerce and Industry. 

 Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 A) 1 only B) 2 only 

 C) Both 1 and 2 D) Neither 1 nor 2 

  Answer : A    .   

✓ The Government of India recently initiated a scheme through the Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS) for the 

upgradation and strengthening of the laboratory network in the country.  

✓ About Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS): 

✓ BIS is the National Standard Body of India established under the BIS Act 2016 for the harmonious 

development of the activities of standardization, marking, and quality certification of goods and for matters 

connected therewith or incidental thereto. 

✓ The BIS is the successor of the Indian Standards Institution (ISI), which was created in 1947 to ensure quality 

control and competitive efficiency in the rapid industrialization expected in the early decades of India’s 

independence. 

✓ BIS is functioning under the administrative control of the Ministry of Consumer Affairs, Food and Public 

Distribution. 

✓ BIS has been providing traceability and tangibility benefits to the national economy in a number of ways: 

providing safe, reliable quality goods; minimizing health hazards to consumers; promoting exports and 

imports substitute; control over proliferation of varieties etc 

✓ Certification by the BIS is mandatory for certain classes of products—such as milk powder, X-ray 

equipment, and gas cylinders—that directly affect public health and safety. 

✓ The BIS employs a large staff of engineers, scientists, and statisticians; testing is carried out in its own 

laboratories as well as in independent facilities that demonstrate compliance with laboratory guidelines 

established by the International Organization for Standardization (ISO).  
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✓ The agency is headquartered in New Delhi and maintains regional and branch offices throughout the 

country. 

Q.13. With reference to the Minimum Alternate Tax (MAT), consider the following statements: 

 1. It is designed to curb tax avoidance by companies that manipulate their financial statements to 

reduce their taxable income artificially. 

 2. It is applicable to only Indian companies registered under the Companies Act, 2013. 

 3. It is calculated on the taxable profits of a company. 

 How many of the statements given above are correct? 

 A) Only one B) Only two 

 C) All three D) None 

  Answer : A    .   

✓ The Mumbai bench of the Income Tax Appellate Tribunal (ITAT) recently observed that the assessee was 

entitled to claim credit for Minimum Alternate Tax (MAT) under the Vivad se Vishwas (VSV) Scheme for 

the year under consideration. 

✓ About Minimum Alternate Tax (MAT): 

✓ It is a provision in the Income Tax Act of India. 

✓ It primarily applies to companies and is designed to ensure that companies that report substantial book 

profits but pay little to no income tax due to various exemptions and deductions are subject to a minimum 

level of taxation. 

✓ The primary objective behind the MAT tax in India is to curb tax avoidance by companies that manipulate 

their financial statements to reduce their taxable income artificially. 

✓ With the introduction of MAT, companies have to pay a fixed percentage of their profits as MAT. 

✓ MAT is applicable to all companies, including foreign companies. 

✓ However, it does not apply to companies that have been granted exemption under Section 10AA of the 

Income Tax Act, which pertains to Special Economic Zones (SEZs). 

✓ MAT is calculated under Section 115JB of the Income-tax Act. 

✓ Normal Tax Liability: Tax computed as per the normal provisions of the Income-tax Law, i.e., by applying 

the relevant tax rate to the taxable income of the company. 
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✓ Minimum Alternate Tax (MAT): Tax computed at 15% (previously 18.5%) on book profit plus cess and 

surcharge. 

✓ MAT is calculated on the "book profits" of a company, which is different from the taxable profits computed 

under the regular provisions of the Income Tax Act. 

✓ What is MAT credit? When the amount of MAT for a company is greater than its normal tax liability, the 

difference between MAT and normal tax liability is called MAT Credit. 

Q.14. Who has been appointed as the new Vigilance Commissioner in the Central Vigilance Commission? 

 A) A.S. Rajeev B) Rajeev Kumar 

 C) Anup Awasthi D) Ajay Sinha 

  Answer : A    .   

✓ President Draupadi Murmu A.S. Rajiv has been appointed as Vigilance Commissioner in the Central 

Vigilance Commission.   

✓ A.S. Rajeev is a senior banker with over 38 years of experience in four major banks - Syndicate Bank, Indian 

Bank, Vijaya Bank and Bank of Maharashtra.  

✓ Central Vigilance Commission is an apex Indian government body.  

✓ It was established in the year 1964. 

Q.15. Who launched "Subhash Abhinandan", a digital exhibition based on the life of Subhash Chandra 

Bose? 

 A) Amit Shah B) Rajnath Singh 

 C) Arjun Ram Meghwal D) Anurag Thakur 

  Answer : C    .   

✓ Union Law and Justice Minister Arjun Ram Meghwal launched "Subhash Abhinandan", a digital exhibition 

based on the life of Subhash Chandra Bose. 

✓ This exhibition is based on documents available in the National Archives.  

✓ It is noteworthy that the National Archives of India is celebrating its 134th Foundation Day. 

Q.16. In which state did Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurate the Kochrab Ashram? 

 A) Madhya Pradesh B) Himachal Pradesh 

 C) Gujarat D) Arunachal Pradesh 
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  Answer : C    .   

✓ Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated Kochrab Ashram in Sabarmati, Gujarat.  

✓ He also launched the master plan of Gandhi Ashram Memorial.  

✓ PM Modi said that March 12 is also important because on this day Bapu started the Dandi March.  

✓ Kochrab Ashram was the first ashram established by Mahatma Gandhi after coming to India from South 

Africa in 1915. 

Q.17. India will construct how many GPU Supercomputer for self-sufficient AI advancement? 

 A) 10,000 B) 20,000 

 C) 40,000 D) 30,000 

  Answer : A    .   

✓ India to construct a 10,000-GPU Supercomputer for self-sufficient AI advancement 

✓ The Indian government, led by PM Narendra Modi, has approved a new $1.24 billion investment for the 

IndiaAI mission, a “national-level” plan designed to create an all-Indian AI ecosystem from scratch. 

✓ This initiative aims to create an all-Indian AI ecosystem from scratch, bolstering India’s technological 

prowess and fostering innovation in AI. 

✓ The HPC system, expected to include 10,000 “or more” GPUs as AI accelerators, will be developed through 

a public-private partnership to support startups and research organizations. 

✓ Most of the proposed funds will likely be allocated to build a new, powerful high-performance computing 

(HPC) system, which will serve as India’s central AI infrastructure for both the public and private sectors. 

Q.18. Who has laid foundation stone of “Experience of Spirituality at Chitrakoot Ghat” project in 

Chitrakoot, Madhya Pradesh? 

 A) Draupadi Murmu B) Narendra Modi 

 C) Amit Shah D) Nirmala Sitharaman 

  Answer : B    .   

✓ Prime Minister Narendra Modi performed Bhoomi Pujan and inaugurated projects worth 118 crore 72 lakh 

rupees in Madhya Pradesh through video conferencing. 

✓ These include various projects in Gwalior and Chitrakoot under Swadesh Darshan 2.0 scheme and 

development work of Amarkantak and Pitambara Peeth Temple Datia under Prasad scheme. 
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✓ PM also laid the foundation stone of the “Experience of Spirituality at Chitrakoot Ghat” project in 

Chitrakoot. 

✓ The Prime Minister performed the Bhoomi Pujan of the upgradation and development works of Ganga 

Ghats at a cost of about 26 crore 55 lakh rupees. 

✓ The Prime Minister also inaugurated various development works worth 50 crore rupees under the Prasad 

Scheme in Amarkantak. Which includes development around Narmada Temple, and expansion of tourist 

and public facilities in Amarkantak. 

Q.19. Which ministry will organize Poshan Pakhwada nationwide from 9 March to 23 March 2024 to 

spread awareness about nutrition, dietary practices? 

 A) Ministry of Food Processing Industries 

 B) Ministry of Health and Family Welfare 

 C) Ministry of Chemicals and Fertilizers 

 D) Ministry of Women and Child Development 

  Answer : D    .   

✓ Ministry of Women and Child Development will organize Poshan Pakhwada nationwide from 9 March to 

23 March 2024. 

✓ This 15-day celebration aims to spread awareness about nutrition, dietary practices, and women’s health. 

✓ During the Pakhwada, mass sensitization and community activities will be held around the themes including 

Poshan Bhi Padhai Bhi, dietary practices focused on sensitisation around nutrition and health of pregnant 

women. 

✓ During the last Poshan Pakhwada in March-April 2023, over 4 crore sensitization activities were conducted. 

These focused on promoting Shree Anna (fortified rice), millets for nutrition, celebrating Swasth Balak 

Spardha, and popularizing Saksham Anganwadis. 

✓ Since the launch of POSHAN Abhiyaan in 2018, over 90 crore sensitization activities have been reported 

through 5 Poshan Pakhwadas and 6 Poshan Maahs 

Q.20. England great James Anderson has become the first fast bowler to take 700 Test wickets. In how 

many matches has he achieved this feat? 

 A) 145 B) 176 

 C) 165 D) 187 
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  Answer : D    .   

✓ England great James Anderson has become first-ever fast bowler to pick up 700 Test wickets in 187 matches. 

✓ The 41-year-old got to the major landmark when he dismissed Kuldeep Yadav on Day 3 of the fifth and 

final Test against hosts India at the HPCA Stadium in Dharamsala. 

✓ The legendary fast bowler became only the third man after Sri Lanka’s Muttiah Muralitharan (800) in 133 

matches and leg-spinner Shane Warne (708) in 145 matches to achieve the feat. 

✓ Anderson’s longevity is a thing of marvel in international cricket as the fast bowler made his debut in 2003 

and continues to be one of the leading bowlers in the Test format of the game. 

Q.21. Which missile was successfully tested with MIRV technology recently? 

 A) Agni-4 B) Agni-5 

 C) Trishul D) snake 

  Answer : B    .   

✓ Defense Research and Development Organization (DRDO) recently conducted the first successful flight test 

of the indigenously developed Agni-5 missile with Multiple Independently Targetable Re-entry Vehicle 

(MIRV).  

✓ Agni-5 missile is an intercontinental ballistic missile (ICBM) with a range of 5,500 to 5,800 kilometers. 

 

 

Q.1. Venki Ramakrishnan shared the 2009 Nobel Prize in which field with Thomas Steitz and Ada Yonath? 

 A) Physics B) Chemistry 

 C) Literature D) Medicine 

  Answer : B   .     

✓ Venki Ramakrishnan shared the 2009 Nobel Prize in Chemistry with Thomas Steitz and Ada Yonath. 

✓ Prize motivation: " for studies of the structure and function of the Ribosome". 

Q.2. The Bihari Puraskar is one of the three literary awards instituted by the __ in 1991. 

 A) Infosys Foundation B) KK Birla Foundation 

 C) Wipro Foundation D) Pirojsha Godrej Foundation 

  Answer : B    . 

✓ Bihari Puraskar is a literary award instituted by K. K. Birla Foundation in 1991. 
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✓ The award is named after the famous Hindi poet Bihari and is awarded to an outstanding work published 

in Hindi or Rajasthani by a Rajasthani writer in the last 10 years. 

Q.3. Mufin finance, one of the leading NBFC’s has received in principle RBI approval for issuance of semi 

close prepaid payment instruments. Identify the correct statement regarding NBCF’s 

 I. NBFC cannot accept demand deposits. 

 II. NBFC’s do not form part of the payment and settlement system. 

 III. NFC scan issue cheques drawn on itself. 

 A) Only I B) Only III 

 C) Both I and II D) Both II and III 

  Answer : A   .   

✓ The two statements: 

✓ NBFC cannot accept demand deposits. 

✓ NBFC’s do not form part of the payment and settlement system. are true. 

Q.4. Which of the following is the goalpost of payments vision 2025? 

 A) integrity B) inclusion 

 C) innovation D) all of the above 

  Answer : D    .   

Q.5. Which of the following is the current Union Minister of Women and Child Development? 

 A) Smriti Zubin Irani 

 B) Bhupender Yadav 

 C) SarbanandaSonowal 

 D) Dharmendra Pradhan 

  Answer : A   .   

Q.6. Recently, Safran has recently announced to establish the largest and the first aircraft engine MRO 

facility in Hyderabad, Telangana? 

 A) Japan B) Russia 

 C) France D) United States 

  Answer : C   .   
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Q.7. In which state Bhagwan Mahavir Wildlife is situated at? 

 A) Maharashtra B) Gujarat 

 C) Goa D) Madhya Pradesh 

  Answer : C   . 

Q.8. Ghode Modni is a folk dance of which Indian state? 

 A) Goa B) Rajasthan 

 C) Tripura D) Arunachal Pradesh 

  Answer : A   .  

Q.9. Where is the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) headquartered ? 

 A) Vienna, Austria B) Brussels, Belgium 

 C) Geneva, Switzerland D) Paris, France 

  Answer : B   . 

Q.10. What is the National Heritage Animal of India ? 

 A) Panther B) Lion 

 C) Tiger D) Elephant 

  Answer : D   . 
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