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Q.1. Exercise Tiger Triumph is conducted between India and: 

 A) Japan B) South Africa 

 C) Nepal D) USA 

  Answer : D   .   

✓ Exercise Tiger Triumph is scheduled on the Eastern Seaboard from 18 to 31 March 2024. 

✓ It is a bilateral tri-Service Humanitarian Assistance and Disaster Relief (HADR) Exercise between India and 

the USA. 

✓ The exercise is aimed at developing interoperability for conducting HADR operations and refine Standard 

Operating Procedures (SOPs) to enable rapid and smooth coordination between forces of both countries. 

✓ The Harbour Phase is scheduled from 18 to 25 Mar 24. 

✓ The US would be represented by US Navy Ships with embarked troops of the US Marine Corps and US 

Army. 

EXERCISE IN NEWS 2023-24 
➢ A bilateral tri-service exercise Tiger Triump-24 between India and the US will be held on the Eastern 

Seaboard in the US from March 18 to 31. 

➢ An Indian Army contingent on Monday departed for Seychelles to participate in the 10th edition of 

joint military exercise “LAMITIYE-2024” with Seychelles Defence Forces (SDF). The joint exercise 

will be conducted in Seychelles from March 18-27, 2024. 

➢ The naval forces of China, Iran, and Russia recently launched a joint exercise called the “Maritime 

Security Belt-2024” near the Gulf of Oman.  

➢ The joint exercise 'Bharat-Shakti' of the three armies of India (Army, Navy and Air Force) will be 

organized in Asia's largest field firing range located in Jaisalmer, Rajasthan. 

➢ The United States Coast Guard’s (USCG) Bertholf ship reached Port Blair ahead of the ‘Sea 

Defenders-2024’ joint exercise. 

➢ Exercise Samudra Laksamana kicked off on February 28 and will continue until March 2, taking place 

at or off the coast of Visakhapatnam 

Aparchit 19 March English Super Current Affairs MCQ with Facts 2024 
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➢ North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) started its largest military exercise in Europe, the 

Steadfast Defender 2024, recently. 

➢ The 5th edition of the joint military exercise 'DHARMA GUARDIAN' is being organized at the 

Mahajan Field Firing Range in Rajasthan. 

➢ Indian and Sri Lankan coast guard ships reached the Maldives recently to take part in the trilateral 

coast guard exercise Dosti 16 

➢ Indian Air Force will conduct mega exercise Vayu Shakti 2024 at Pokhran Range in Jaisalmer, 

Rajasthan on February 17. 

➢ The first edition of India-Saudi Arabia joint military exercise 'SADA TANSEEQ' is being organized 

in Mahajan, Rajasthan 

➢ India, France, and the United Arab Emirates (UAE) conducted a major air exercise, named ‘Desert 

Knight’, over the Arabian Sea. 

➢ Indian Army contingent is taking part in the 2nd edition of India-Egypt Joint Special Forces Exercise 

CYCLONE. The Exercise is being conducted at Anshas, Egypt. 

➢ 11th edition of India-Kyrgyzstan Joint Special Forces Exercise KHANJAR has commenced at the 

Special Forces Training School in Bakloh, Himachal Pradesh  

➢ The maiden Bilateral Maritime Exercise -Ayutthaya’ between the Indian Navy (IN) and Royal Thai 

Navy (RTN) was conducted. 

➢ The 12th edition of the Multilateral Naval Exercise - 2024 (Milan) is set to take place at 

Visakhapatnam from February 19 to 27.  

➢ Indian Armed Forces contingent comprising 45 personnel reached Hanoi, Vietnam to take part in the 

Joint Military Exercise VINBAX-2023.  

➢ This year’s exercise will be conducted at Hanoi, Vietnam. 

➢ Indo-US Joint Special Forces exercise “VAJRA PRAHAR 2023” commenced at the Joint   

➢ Training Node, Umroi, Meghalaya. 

➢ A joint military exercise, “Exercise MITRA SHAKTI-2023” is being conducted from November 16th 

to 29th, 2023, in Aundh (Pune), Maharashtra. 

➢ It is a joint military exercise between India and Sri Lankan army.  

➢ This year is the ninth edition of the exercis. 
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Q.2. Consider the following statements regarding the Trade and Economic Partnership Agreement: 

 1. It sets out a target of a $100 billion investment into India from the European Free Trade Association 

countries. 

 2. Under this partnership, India is not mandated to eliminate tariffs on various products. 

 Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 A) 1 only 

 B) 2 only 

 C) Both 1 and 2 

 D) Neither 1 nor 2 

  Answer : A    .   

✓ The India-EFTA Trade and Economic Partnership Agreement (TEPA) is the latest in India’s recent Free 

Trade Agreements (FTAs) which ventures into some uncharted territory. 

✓ It is the latest in India’s Free Trade Agreements. 

✓ Features 

✓ Investment: TEPA sets out a target of a $100 billion investment into India from EFTA countries and 

consequent one million jobs over a 15-year period. 

➢ The coastal security exercise ‘Sagar Kavach’ is set to unfold its strategic manoeuvres along the Kerala 

and Mahe coasts.  

➢ Coordinated by the Indian Coast Guard. 

➢ Much-anticipated joint exercise 'Trishakti Prahar' recently began near the western border of Rajasthan 

in Jaisalmer. 

➢ Exercise CORPAT and BONGOSAGAR between the Indian Navy and Bangladesh Navy were 

conducted in the Northern Bay of Bengal from 07 - 09 Nov 2023. 

➢ Exercise Harimau Shakti 2023 commenced in Umroi Cantonment, India.  

➢ It is a joint bilateral training exercise between Indian & Malaysian Armed Forces. 

➢ The 19th edition of “EXERCISE YUDH ABHYAS” will be conducted from 25th September to 8th 

October   

➢ 2023 in Fort Wainwright, Alaska, USA. 
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✓ It also provides India the ability to withdraw its tariff concessions if such expected investment is not 

achieved. 

✓ If India is not satisfied, it can pull back its tariff concessions in a proportionate manner after 18 years. 

✓ Trade in goods: India is mandated to eliminate tariff on most products within seven to 10 years. 

✓ With regard to India’s exports to EFTA, there will be no material impact since most products face very low 

or zero tariff for nations which have the Most Favoured Nation (MFN) status in EFTA countries. 

✓ Trade in services: On services, both India and the EFTA members have committed to liberalisation across 

a wide range of sectors. 

✓ Sustainable development: The TEPA’s chapter on Trade and Sustainable Development (TSD), comprising 

commitments on environment and labour aspects, represents a first for India in any FTA. 

✓ The TSD chapter refers to a range of multilateral environmental agreements and labour conventions, whose 

implementation is based on a balance of rights and obligations. 

✓ Intellectual Property Rights (IPR): The EFTA countries are home to several pharmaceutical and high 

technology MNCs, whose ask has been commitments on protection of IPRs that exceed the WTO’s Trade-

Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS) Agreement. 

Q.3. Who has been appointed as the Group President of 'One Kotak' by Kotak Mahindra Bank? 

 A) Abhay Singh 

 B) Rajeev Anand 

 C) Jaideep Hansraj 

 D) Ashwini Kumar 

  Answer : C   .   

✓ Kotak Mahindra Bank has appointed Jaideep Hansraj, current MD and CEO of Kotak Securities, as Group 

President of 'One Kotak' with effect from April 1, 2024.  

✓ Kotak Mahindra Bank Limited is an Indian banking and financial services company headquartered in 

Mumbai 

KOTAK MAHINDRA BANK IN NEWS 2023-24 
➢ Kotak Mahindra Bank has appointed Jaideep Hansraj, current MD and CEO of Kotak Securities, as 

Group President of 'One Kotak' with effect from April 1, 2024. 
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➢ Kotak Mahindra Bank has sold a 2% stake in KFin Technologies through the open market for Rs 208 

crore. 

➢ Kotak Mahindra Bank has launched ‘Smart Choice Gold Loan’ for customers. 

➢ CCI approves Zurich Insurance’s acquisition of 70% stake in Kotak Mahindra General Insurance. 

➢ Kotak Mahindra Bank Partners with IITK to Launch Kotak School of Sustainability. The Indian 

Institute of Technology Kanpur (IIT) and Kotak Mahindra Bank Limited (KMBL) have joined forces 

to establish the Kotak School of Sustainability. 

➢ Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has approved the appointment of CS Rajan as part-time Chairman of 

Kotak Mahindra Bank.  

➢ Kotak Mahindra Bank has partnered with National E-Governance Services Limited (NeSL) to issue 

its first electronic Bank Guarantee (e-BG) on the latter’s platform. 

➢ Ashok Vaswani is next Kotak Mahindra Bank CEO. 

➢ Kotak Mahindra Bank has received the Reserve Bank of India’s (RBI) approval to acquire 100% stake 

in micro-lender Sonata Finance. 

➢ Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has imposed a penalty or ₹12.19 crore on ICICI Bank and ₹3.95 crore on 

Kotak Mahindra Bank for non-compliance of certain regulatory norms. 

➢ Kotak Mahindra Bank 

➢ Founded 1985 

➢ Founders : Uday Kotak 

➢ Headquarters : Mumbai, Maharashtra 

➢ MD & CEO : Ashok Vaswani 

➢ Tagline : Let's Make Money Simple Ab Kona Kona Kotak. 

➢ Kotak Mahindra Bank Limited is an Indian banking and financial services company headquartered in 

Mumbai. 

➢ It is India's third largest private sector bank by market capitalisation after HDFC Bank and ICICI 

Bank. 

➢ As of 31 March 2023, the bank has a national footprint of 1,780 branches and 2,963 ATMs. 

➢ Kotak Mahindra Finance was then renamed Kotak Mahindra Bank. At the time, Uday Kotak had a 

56% stake in the company while Anand Mahindra held a 5% stake . 
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Q.4. With reference to the World Air Quality Report 2023, consider the following statements: 

 1. It is published by the World Health Organization (WHO). 

 2. India has the worst air quality among all the countries in the report. 

 3. Delhi is the most polluted capital city in the world. 

 How many of the above statements are correct? 

 A) Only one 

 B) Only two 

 C) All three 

 D) None 

  Answer : A   .   

✓ Delhi was identified as the capital city with the poorest air quality, according to a new report by World Air 

Quality Report 2023. 

✓ About World Air Quality Report 2023: 

✓ It is published by the Swiss organisation IQAir. 

✓ It included data from 7,812 locations in 134 countries, regions, and territories. 

✓ Highlights: 

✓ With an average air annual particulate matter 2.5 (PM2.5) concentration of 54.4 micrograms per cubic 

metre, India had the third worst air quality. 

✓ India was better than only two of its neighbouring countries, Bangladesh and Pakistan. 

✓ While Bangladesh remained the most polluted country in the world, with an average PM2.5 concentration 

of 79.9 micrograms per cubic metre, Pakistan was second, with a level of 73.7. 

✓ It also identified Delhi as the most polluted capital city in the world for the fourth consecutive time.  

✓ Bihar's Begusarai was termed the world's most polluted metropolitan area. 

✓ Ten out of the top 11 most polluted cities in the world are from India, the other being Lahore in Pakistan. 

✓ 96 percent of the Indian population experiences PM2.5 levels more than seven times the WHO annual 

PM2.5 guideline 
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Q.5. Developing Countries Trading Scheme (DCTS), recently seen in the news, is related to which one of 

the following countries? 

 A) United States  B) United Kingdom 

 C) China D) France 

  Answer : B   .   

✓ Exporters seeking to avail duty concessions on shipments to the UK will have to adhere to the new British 

rules under the Developing Countries Trading Scheme (DCTS). 

✓ About Developing Countries Trading Scheme (DCTS): 

✓ It is a scheme introduced by the United Kingdom (UK) Government to facilitate developing countries to 

integrate into the global economy, create stronger trade and investment partnerships and strengthen supply 

chains. 

✓ It is a simpler and more generous preferential trading scheme which has been designed to boost trade with 

developing countries in order to support their development. 

✓ It reduces or removes rates of duty, or tariffs, on imports from eligible developing countries into the UK. 

✓ It also enables UK businesses to access thousands of products from around the globe at lower prices, 

reducing costs for UK consumers. 

✓ The DCTS applies to 65 countries, that are: 

✓ least developed countries (LDCs) as defined by the United Nations. 

✓ low-income countries (LIC) and lower middle-income countries (LMIC) as defined by the World Bank. 
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✓ DCTS will provide duty-free, quota-free trade to LDCs on everything but arms and duty-free, quota-free 

trade on 85% of eligible goods to most low LIC and LMIC countries. 

✓ The DCTS does not extend to countries and territories deemed by the World Bank as ‘upper-middle income’ 

for three consecutive years, or to LICs and LMICs who have a free trade agreement (FTA) with the UK. 

Q.6. Which state police recently launched the digital platform 'Trinetra' App 2.0? 

 A) Madhya Pradesh B) Assam 

 C) Uttar Pradesh D) Bihar 

  Answer : C   .   

✓ Uttar Pradesh Police will now use the state-of-the-art digital platform Trinetra App 2.0, which has been 

designed to help in crime prevention and investigation.  

✓ UP DGP Prashant Kumar along with ADG Law and Order Amitabh Yash launched the app at the DGP 

headquarters 

APP & PORTAL IN NEWS 2023 -24 
➢ Uttar Pradesh Police will now use the state-of-the-art digital platform Trinetra App 2.0, which has 

been designed to help in crime prevention and investigation. 

➢ Greening and Restoration of Wasteland with Agroforestry (GROW) report and  "Greening and 

Restoration of Wasteland with Agroforestry (GROW)-Suitability Mapping" portal was launched by 

NITI Aayog.  

➢ Principal Scientific Advisor to the Government of India launched “Science for Women-A Technology 

& Innovation (SWATI)” Portal. 

➢ Agriculture minister launches Sarathi portal for insurance products. 

➢ GHAR - GO Home and Re-Unite Portal have been developed and launched by the National 

Commission for Protection of Child Rights (NCPCR). 

➢ Union Minister of Coal, Mines and Parliamentary Affairs launched a web portal of Coal Mines 

Provident Fund Organization (CMPFO) namely C- CARES. 

➢ About C- CARES Portal: 

➢ It is developed and designed by the Centre for Development of Advanced Computing (C-DAC). 

➢ Ministry of Communications launched the “Bharat 5G Portal- an integrated portal” on the sidelines 

of ‘Bharat Telecom 2024’. 
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Q.7. Who has been chosen by the Election Commission of India as the National Disability Icon? 

 A) Sheetal Devi B) Arunima Sinha 

 C) Dev Rathi D) Jai Kumar 

  Answer : A   .   

✓ Para archer and Arjuna Award winner Sheetal Devi has been appointed as the National Disability Icon by 

the Election Commission of India (ECI).  

✓ In view of the Lok Sabha elections, ECI and the Board of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI) organized an 

exhibition cricket match to promote voter education. 

✓ India's para-athlete Sheetal Devi has been honoured with the Arjuna Award from the president of India. 

Sheetal Devi received her award from the President of India Droupadi Murmu. 

✓ Sheetal won 2 golds and 1 siver in the Asian Para Games 2022. 

✓ Sheetal was born with a rare congenital disorder named phocomelia in Loidhar village in Kishtwar, Jammu 

and Kashmir in 2007. 

➢ About Bharat 5G Portal: 

➢ It is a comprehensive platform serving the interests of startups, industry and academia in quantum, 

6G, IPR and 5G domains 

➢ Minister of State (Independent Charge) of the Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation 

(MoSPI) launched the MPLADS e-SAKSHI Mobile Application. 

➢ About e-SAKSHI Application: 

➢ It was launched for revised fund flow procedure under Members of Parliament Local Area 

Development Scheme (MPLAD) Scheme. 

➢ National Surveillance Programme for Aquatic Animal Diseases (NSPAAD) project has introduced a 

mobile app ‘Report Fish Disease’ to track and monitor fish diseases across the country 

ICON BY ELECTION COMMISSION IN NEWS 2023-24 
➢ Ms. Sheetal Devi was declared the National Disability Icon of the Election Commission of India. Para 

archer and Arjuna Awardee Sheetal Devi has been declared National Icon in the Disability category 

(PWD). 
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Q.8. 'Kovind Committee' which was in discussion recently is related to which of the following? 

 A) Appointment of judges B) simultaneous elections 

 C) Electoral bond D) Uniform Civil Code 

  Answer : B    .   

✓ A committee was formed under the leadership of former President Ram Nath Kovind to evaluate the 

feasibility of 'One Nation, One Election'.  

✓ Recently the committee has submitted its report to President Draupadi Murmu 

Q.9. Which state government has agreed to implement the PM SHRI Schools scheme by signing an MoU 

with the Ministry of Education? 

 A) Maharashtra B) Tamil Nadu 

 C) Uttar Pradesh D) Gujarat 

  Answer : B    .   

✓ Tamil Nadu government agreed to implement the PM SHRI (Prime Minister Schools for Rising India) 

scheme by signing a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with the Ministry of Education.  

✓ The scheme aims to improve the quality of education in Tamil Nadu and upgrade existing government 

schools to become model schools for the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020. 

 

 

➢ Former cricketer Sachin Ramesh Tendulkar has been recognized as a 'National Icon' by the Election 

Commission in the presence of Chief Election Commissioner, Rajeev Kumar. 

➢ Election Commission (EC) of India has appointed actor Rajkummar Rao as its National Icons on 26 

October 2023 

➢ Election Commission of India (ECI) in creating awareness amongst voters, Actor Pankaj Tripathi has 

been declared as the ‘National Icon’ of ECI. 

➢ Election Commission (EC) in the Indian state of Karnataka has selected Manjamma Jogati, a 

transgender folk dancer, as a poll icon for transgender community. 

➢ Folk singer Maithili Thakur was appointed the state icon for Bihar by the Election Commission 

http://www.aparchitexamwarriors.com/
https://t.me/joinchat/AAAAAE8dn2HB6sDtwXmGFg
https://m.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=114372970613721&substory_index=0&id=103828281668190
https://www.instagram.com/aparchitexamwarriors/
https://imojo.in/1a0kyas


 

Follow us: Official Site, Telegram, Facebook, Instagram, Instamojo      20 

 

Q.10. Ethanol 100 fuel, recently launched by petroleum ministry, is currently accessible in how many states? 

 A) 3 B) 4 

 C) 5 D) 7 

  Answer : C    .   

✓ Union Minister Shri Hardeep Singh Puri launched ‘ETHANOL 100’, a groundbreaking automotive fuel at 

IndianOil’s retail outlet in Delhi.  

✓ This ethanol-based fuel will be available in 183 outlets across Maharashtra, Karnataka, Uttar Pradesh, New 

Delhi, and Tamil Nadu. Secretary Shri Pankaj Jain and IndianOil Chairman Shri Shrikant Madhav Vaidya 

also attended.  

✓ Minister Puri emphasized ETHANOL 100’s role in reducing fossil fuel dependence, aligning with the Prime 

Minister’s vision of energy transformation. 

Q.11. Which airport was given the title of ‘Best Airport’ in the Asia-Pacific region? 

 A) Chennai International Airport 

 B) Chaudhary Charan Singh International Airport 

 C) Indira Gandhi International Airport 

 D) Kempegowda International Airport 

  Answer : C    .   

✓ Indira Gandhi International Airport (IGI) in Delhi, India has been named the “Best Airport” in the Asia-

Pacific region for six years in a row.  

✓ The award is given by the Airport Service Quality (ASQ) Awards, which measure passenger satisfaction 

using real-time surveys. 

AIRPORT IN NEWS 2023-24 
➢ Indira Gandhi International Airport (IGI) in Delhi, India has been named the “Best Airport” in the 

Asia-Pacific region for six years in a row. 

➢ Prime Minister Narendra Modi has inaugurated 15 airport projects, including the revamped Terminal 

1 of the Indira Gandhi International Airport in Delhi, worth over Rs.9,800 crore 

➢ Cochin International Airport Limited has signed an agreement with Bharat Petroleum (BPCL) for the 

Green Hydrogen Project.  

http://www.aparchitexamwarriors.com/
https://t.me/joinchat/AAAAAE8dn2HB6sDtwXmGFg
https://m.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=114372970613721&substory_index=0&id=103828281668190
https://www.instagram.com/aparchitexamwarriors/
https://imojo.in/1a0kyas


 

Follow us: Official Site, Telegram, Facebook, Instagram, Instamojo      21 

 

 

Q.12. Which country is the largest producer, consumer and importer of pulses globally? 

 A) Brazil B) China 

 C) India D) United States 

➢ Supreme Court recently agreed to hear a curative petition filed by the Airports Authority of India 

(AAI) against the multinational conglomerate GMR Group concerning the operational management 

of Nagpur's Babasaheb Ambedkar International Airport. 

➢ So far, 519 air routes are being operated across the country under the regional level air connectivity 

scheme (RCS) 'Ude Deshka Aam Nagrik' (UdeDeshkaAamNagrik-UDAN). 

➢ Government of India has officially given the status of 'International Airport' to Surat Airport in 

Gujarat.  

➢ Thiruvananthapuram Airport Honored with Excellence Award for its Quality Initiatives. 

➢ Bengaluru and Delhi Airports have jointly bagged the 'Best Airport of the Year' at the Wings India 

Awards 2024 in the Civil Aviation Sector. 

➢ Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated a new terminal building at Tiruchirappalli International 

Airport in Tamil Nadu. 

➢ Union Cabinet has approved the proposal to declare Surat Airport an international airport. 

➢ 58 Airports in the country have been covered under Krishi Udan Scheme. 

➢ Deoghar Airport in Jharkhand is the first airport in the country to land a commercial aircraft in low 

visibility. 

➢ Larsen and Toubro (L&T) Construction have secured a large order to construct the greenfield 

Bhogapuram International Airport project in Andhra Pradesh. 

➢ The largest airport in the world is the king Fahd International Airport, located in Dammam, Saudi 

Arabia which covers an area of about 300 sq. 

➢ Minister of Civil Aviation, Shri Jyotiraditya M Scindia inaugurated Utkela Airport owned by the 

Government of Odisha.  

➢ Guwahati's Lokpriya Gopinath Bordoloi International Airport became the first airport in the northeast 

to get ‘Digi Yatra’ facility. 

➢ Prime Minister Narendra Modi will inaugurate Gujarat's first greenfield airport at Hirasar near Rajkot. 

➢ Government of India has given 'in-principle' approval for setting up 21 new greenfield airports. 
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  Answer : C    .   

✓ Central government to buy Masur and Tur dal directly from the farmers 

✓ According to a report published in the Mint newspaper, the government of India is planning to buy 400,000 

tonnes of toor/tur dal and 200,000 tonnes of Masur/Masoor dal directly from farmers at the minimum 

assured procurement price (MAPP) or at the dynamic buffer procurement price (DBPP), whichever is 

higher. 

✓ The MAPP is the weighted average price of a district's previous three trading days. The DBPP is the 

weighted average price of (a) the day of procurement(b) three previous days, and(c) three subsequent trading 

days. 

✓ Nodal agency for procurement of  Masur & Tur Dal   

✓ In January 2024, the Union Ministry of Cooperation, headed by Amit Shah, launched a multilingual portal 

where registered farmers can directly sell their tur and masur dal to the government. The National 

Agricultural Cooperative Marketing Federation of India (NAFED) and the National Cooperative 

Consumers' Federation of India Limited (NCCF) are the procurement agencies for this purpose. 

✓ According to the report, both agencies have procured around 8,000 tonnes of tur, and the procurement of 

masur is scheduled to start in March. 

✓ India is a large importer of masur dal. In 2022-23, India imported 11 lakh tonnes of masur dal. 

✓ India is the world's largest producer, consumer and importer of pulses. In 2022-23, it imported 24.96 lakh 

tonnes of pulses. 

✓ National Agricultural Cooperative Marketing Federation of India Ltd.(NAFED) 

✓ National Agricultural Cooperative Marketing Federation of India Ltd.(NAFED) was established on 2nd 

October 1958. 

✓ It comes under the Union Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare. 

✓ NAFED has been registered under the Multi-State Co-operative Societies Act 2002. 

✓ NAFED was set up to benefit the farmers by promoting cooperative marketing of agricultural produce. The 

farmers are the main members of NAFED, forming the members of the  General Body of NAFED. 

✓ Headquarters: New Delhi  

✓ Chairman: Dr. Bijender Singh 
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Q.13. Who has been selected for the 33rd Saraswati Samman by the K K Birla Foundation? 

 A) Kamala Suraiyya B) Malayattoor Ramakrishnan 

 C) Balachandran Chullikkad D) Prabha Varma 

  Answer : D    .   

✓ The K K Birla Foundation has selected noted poet and litterateur Prabha Varma for the 33rd  Saraswati 

Samman for 2023 for his novel Roudra Sathwikam 

✓ According to the Birla Foundation, the novel  “ Roudra Sathwikam, written in poetic verse in the Malayalam 

language, probes the conflict between power and politics, individual and state and art and power in a unique 

way.” 

✓ The novel Roudra Sathwikam, published in 2022” transcends the concept of time and space as it addresses 

the predicament of dharma and adharma in a creatively philosophical way.” said the Birla Foundation. 

✓ The Saraswati Samman awardee was chosen by a selection committee headed by former Supreme Court 

judge Justice Arjan Kumar Sikri. 

✓ About Prabha Varma 

✓ Prabha Verma was born in Thiruvalla, Kerala, in 1959. He writes in both English and Malayalam. 

✓ Some of the notable works of Prabha Verma are “Souparnika, Arkkapoornima, Shyama Madhavam, 

Chandana Nazhi, Aardram, and Kanal Chilambu. 

✓ Prabha Varma is the media advisor to the Kerala Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan. 

✓ Saraswati Samman  

✓ The  Saraswati Samman is an annual prize. It is given to an outstanding literary work published in the last 

10 years. It is given to a work written in any Indian language by an Indian citizen. 

✓ The winner is given a cash prize of Rs 15 lakhs, a citation and a plaque. 

✓ Harivansh Rai Bachchan received the first Saraswati Samman in 1991 for his four-volume autobiography, 

Kya Bhooloon Kya Yaad Karoon, Need Ka Nirman Phir, Basere Se Door, and Dashdwar se Sopan Tak. 

✓ The  32nd awardee was Sivasankari for her work Surya Vamsam. It was written in Tamil language. 

✓ K K Birla Foundation  Prize 

✓ K.K. Birlarla Foundation was set up by noted industrialist Krishna Kumar Birla in 1991. It aims to promote 

Indian literature. An outstanding literary work of an Indian, published in the last 10 years, has been selected 

for the awards given by the Foundation. Important awards given by K.K.Birla Foundations are as follows : 

✓ Bihari Puraskar  
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✓ The Bihari Puraskar was also started in 1991 by the  K Birla Foundation.  The annual award is given for an 

outstanding work published by a Rajasthani author in Hindi or Rajasthani language. 

✓ It carries a cash prize of Rs2.5 lakh, a plaque and a citation. 

✓ Famous poet Jaisingh Neeraj was awarded the first  Bihari Puraskar in 1991 for his poetry compilation 

'Dhani Ka Aadmi'. 

✓ The 32nd  Bihari Puraskar 2022  was awarded to Dr Madhav Hada for his book ‘Pachrang Chola Pahar 

Sakhi Ri’. 

✓ Vyas Samman  

✓ It is given for outstanding literary work in Hindi authored by an Indian citizen and published in the previous 

10 years.. 

✓ It carries a cash prize of ₹ 4 lakh. 

✓ Ram Vilas Sharma was the first person to get the award for his work “ Bharat ke Pracheen bhasha parivar 

aur Hindi.” 

✓ The 32nd Vyas Samman  2022 was awarded to Gyan Chaturvedi for his novel Pagalkhana 

Q.14. Who has been appointed Director General (News) of All India Radio (AIR) ? 

 A) Vivek Kishore B) Deepak Kumar Kdia 

 C) Saurabh Tripathi D) Maushami Chakraborty 

  Answer : D    .   

✓ Maushami Chakraborty becomes the Director General of All India Radio. 

✓ According to the information given by the Ministry of Information and Broadcasting, Maushami 

Chakraborty will replace Vasudha Gupta. The ministry released the notification of their appointments on 

16 March 2024.  

✓ Maushami Chakraborty is a 1991 batch Indian Information Service officer. 

✓ About Akashvani: 

✓ Broadcasting in India actually began about 13 years before All India Radio came into existence. In June 

1923, the Radio Club of Bombay made the first broadcast in the country. 

✓ Five months later, the Calcutta Radio Club was established. Indian Broadcasting Company (IBC) came into 

existence on July 23, 1927. But IBC had to close it down in less than three years. 
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Q.15. The Global Recycling Day is observed every year on which day? 

 A) 18 March B) 19 March 

 C) 17 March D) 16 March 

  Answer : A    .   

✓ The Global Recycling Day is observed every year on 18th of  March to recognise the importance of recycling 

as a resource, not waste. 

✓ The theme of Global Recycling Day 2024 is “RecyclingHeroes”. 

✓ The theme recognise the people who put themselves on the frontline to collect waste and recycling during 

the multiple lockdowns. 

✓ The Global Recycling Day was created in 2018 by the London-based Global Recycling Foundation to 

promote the concept and practice of recycling 

 

 

Q.1. Scheduled banks are included under which schedule of the RBI act 1934? 

 A) 1st schedule B) 2nd schedule 

 C) 3rd schedule D) 4th schedule 

  Answer : B   .     

Q.2. What is the minimum paid up capital of a bank, must have to be eligible for inclusion in the Reserve 

Bank of India at 1934’s Second Schedule to attain Scheduled Banks’ status? 

 A) Rs. 2 lakhs B) Rs. 4 lakhs 

 C) Rs. 5 lakhs D) Rs. 20 lakhs 

  Answer : C    . 

Q.3. RRBs are Indian government owned scheduled commercial banks that operate at the regional level in 

several states. What is the share of the central government in the regional rural banks? 

 A) 50 B) 35 

 C) 45 D) 15 

  Answer : A   .   

✓ Regional Rural Banks should have the share of 50%, 15% and 35% owned by the central government, state 

government and sponsoring bank respectively. 

STATIC GK Based Current Affairs MCQs 19 March 2024 
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Q.4. What is the authorized capital of regional rural banks? 

 A) ₹20 lakhs B) ₹50 lakhs 

 C) ₹ 1 crore D) ₹5 crores 

  Answer : D    .   

Q.5. Which bank is the sponsor Bank of India’s first regional rural bank Prathama Grama bank in Uttar Pradesh? 

 A) Indian bank 

 B) Canara Bank 

 C) Punjab National Bank 

 D) Syndicate Bank 

  Answer : D   .   

Q.6. Anyonya Co-operative Bank Limited (ACBL) is the first cooperative bank in India. Where was it 

located? 

 A) Uttar Pradesh B) Gujarat 

 C) Maharashtra D) Bihar 

  Answer : B   .   

✓ First co-operative bank in India is Anyonya Co-operative Bank Limited (ACBL), which is based in 

Vadodara (previously Baroda) in Gujarat 

Q.7. The local area bank scheme was introduced in August 1996. What is the minimum paid up capital 

required for setting up of local area banks? 

 A) Rs. 1 crore B) Rs. 2 crores 

 C) Rs. 5 crores D) Rs. 10 crores 

  Answer : C   . 

Q.8. What is the number of digits used to represent the universal account number? 

 A) 10 B) 20 

 C) 12 D) 16 

  Answer : C   .  
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Q.9. Society for Worldwide Interbank Financial Telecommunication (SWIFT) is 8 to 11 _. 

 A) digital code B) alphabetic code 

 C) alpha-numerical code D) Roman code 

  Answer : B   . 

Q.10. What is the full form of PPI? 

 A) Postpaid Payment Instrument B) Prepaid Payment Instrument 

 C) PostOffice Payment Inclusion D) none of the above 

  Answer : B   . 
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