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Q.1. Which one of the following statements best describes 'Project Akashteer? 

 A) An initiative of the Union Ministry of Health and Family Welfare to address the issues of 

malnutrition in rural India. 

 B) An initiative by the Indian Army to automate air defense control. 

 C) An initiative of the Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) to detect celestial objects. 

 D) An initiative of the Ministry of Finance to facilitate low-cost funding to space start-ups 

  Answer : B   .   

✓ The Indian Army has initiated the induction of control and reporting systems under 'Project Akashteer' to 

bolster its air defense capabilities. 

✓ It is a cutting-edge initiative designed to automate air defense control and reporting processes by digitizing 

them. 

✓ It aims to deliver an unprecedented level of situational awareness and control for the force to ensure the 

safety of friendly aircraft and engage hostile aircraft in contested airspace. 

✓ It will enable monitoring of low-level airspace over the battle areas of the Indian Army and effectively control 

the Ground Based Air Defence Weapon Systems. 

✓ Key facts about Akashteer Command and Control Systems 

✓ It is developed by Bharat Electronics Limited (BEL) as part of the 'Atmanirbhar Bharat' initiative. 

✓ The system's control centers, designed to be vehicle-based and mobile, can maintain operational capabilities 

even in challenging communication environments. 

Q.2. Kumittipathi rock paintings, recently seen in news, are found in: 

 A) Tamil Nadu B) Kerala 

 C) Maharashtra D) Karnataka 

  Answer : A    .   

✓ Miscreants have caused damage to the rock art paintings at the cave at Kumittipathi, a village near 

Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu. 

Aparchit 6 April English Super Current Affairs MCQ with Facts 2024 
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✓ These paintings believed to be around 3,000 years old and are among the important rock arts in the Kongu 

region. 

✓ Theme: The paintings depict an elephant, ther (chariot, some say it is a peacock), and the lives of early 

dwellers of the region. 

✓ There are small pits and holes in the cave, which are believed to have been used to store water and other 

belongings. 

✓ Material used: They used an inorganic white pigment, along with natural gum to paint the figures. 

✓ While most of the rock painting sites in Tamil Nadu are found on rock shelters, those at Kumittipathi are 

drawn inside a cave 

TAMIL NADU IN NEWS 2023-24 
➢ Conservationists plan to nominate Kazhuveli watershed region of Tamil Nadu for inclusion in World 

Monuments Fund Watch 2025, linking local preservation efforts with global attention and action. 

➢ The Khelo India Youth Games 2024 will be held in the state of Tamil Nadu. 

➢ ‘Guidance’, the nodal agency for investment promotion of Tamil Nadu, has received the United 

Nations Promotion Award 2023. 

➢ Project Nilgiri Tahr’ launched in Tamil Nadu. 

➢ The second spaceport of Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO), will come up in about two years 

at Kulasekarapattinam in Thoothukudi district of Tamil Nadu. 

➢ The U.K. and Tamil Nadu collaborate on a smart technology project for sustainable water, waste, and 

resource management. 

➢ Recently, Udangudi ‘Panangkarupatti’ (palm jaggery/ gur) from Tamil Nadu has received a 

Geographical Indication (GI) tag. 

➢ Tamil Nadu government has unveiled its new tourism policy to develop the State into the most 

attractive experiential destination in Asia. 

➢ Tamil Nadu's Salem Sago gets GI tag. 

➢ Bhaderwah Rajmash and Sulai honey of Doda and Ramban districts of Jammu and Kashmir, have 

been granted Geographical Indication (GI) tags. 

➢ The Matti banana variety, native to Kanniyakumari district Tamil Nadu was recently granted the 

Geographical Indication (GI) tag. 
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Q.3. With reference to the Retail Direct Scheme of the Reserve Bank of India, consider the following 

statements: 

 1. It is a scheme that gives access to individual investors to buy government securities. 

 2. It allows the purchase of government securities through the Unified Payments Interface (UPI). 

 3. No fees are levied for facilities provided to the investors under the scheme. 

 How many of the above statements are correct? 

 A) Only one B) Only two 

 C) All three D) None 

  Answer : C   .   

✓ The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) is planning to launch a mobile application aimed at facilitating seamless 

investment in government securities by retail investors under the RBI Retail Direct Scheme. 

✓ It was initially introduced in November 2021. 

➢ Taiwanese firm Foxconn Technology Group, a key supplier to Apple Inc., signed a letter of Intent 

with the Tamil Nadu government to invest ₹1,600 crore to establish a manufacturing facility in 

Kancheepuram district. 

➢ Centre has approved the establishment of a new spaceport in Kulasekarapattinam, Tamil Nadu for 

carrying out the launches of the Small Satellite Launch Vehicles (SSLV) developed by the ISRO. 

➢ Tamil Nadu's Authoor betel leaves get Geographical Indication (GI) certificate. 

➢ Tamil Nadu bagged the Best Performing State award 2023 in cadaver organ donation . 

➢ Tamil Nadu Youth Welfare and Sports Development Minister "Udhayanidhi Stalin" has  unveiled the 

trophy and the ‘Bomman’ mascot for the prestigious Asian Champions Trophy 2023 hockey 

tournament to be held in Chennai. 

➢ Muthamizh Selvi, first Tamil Nadu woman to scale Mt Everest. 

➢ Tamil Nadu government declared Thanthai Periyar Wildlife Sanctuary as the 18th wildlife sanctuary 

in the state.. 

➢ Tamil Nadu becomes first state to launch its own Climate Change Mission. 

➢ Tamil Nadu govt to launch five-year Tamil Nadu Millet Mission. 

➢ In a first of its kind initiative in India, the Government of Tamil Nadu announced the 'Nilgiri Tahr 

Project' . 
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✓ It gives access to individual investors to maintain gilt accounts with the RBI and invest in government 

securities. 

✓ The scheme enables investors to buy securities in primary auctions as well as buy/sell securities through the 

NDS-OM platform. 

✓ Negotiated Dealing System - Order Matching system (NDS-OM) means RBI’s screen based anonymous 

electronic order matching system for trading in Government securities in the secondary market. 

✓ It is a comprehensive scheme which provides the following facilities to retail investors in government 

securities market through an online portal: Open and maintain a ‘Retail Direct Gilt Account’, access to 

primary issuance of government securities, and access to NDS-OM. 

✓ Eligibility: Retail investors can register under the scheme and maintain an RDG account, if they have the 

following: Rupee savings bank account maintained in India, PAN, any officially valid document for KYC 

purpose, valid email-ID and registered mobile number. 

✓ Payments for transactions can be done conveniently using a saving bank account through internet-banking 

or Unified Payments Interface (UPI). 

✓ Investor services include provisions for transaction and balance statements, nomination facility, pledge or 

lien of securities and gift transactions. No fees will be charged for facilities provided under the scheme. 

✓ To further improve ease of access, a mobile application of the Retail Direct portal is being developed. The 

app will enable investors to buy and sell instruments on the go, at their convenience. 

Q.4. Consider the following statements with reference to the World Anti-Doping Agency (WADA): 

 1. It is an intergovernmental organization established to lead a collaborative worldwide movement 

for doping-free sport.  

 2. It monitors the World Anti-Doping Code (Code), the document harmonizing anti-doping policies 

in all sports and all countries. 

 Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 A) 1 only B) 2 only 

 C) Both 1 and 2 D) Neither 1 nor 2 

  Answer : B   .   

✓ India has emerged as the country with the highest percentage of doping offenders, according to the 2022 

testing figures released by the World Anti-Doping Agency (WADA). 
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✓ About World Anti-Doping Agency (WADA): 

✓ WADA was established in 1999 as an international independent agency to lead a collaborative worldwide 

movement for doping-free sport.  

✓ WADA’s governance and funding are based on an equal partnership between the sport movement and 

governments of the world. 

✓ WADA’s primary role is to develop, harmonize, and coordinate anti-doping rules and policies across all 

sports and countries.  

✓ Its key activities include scientific research, education, the development of anti-doping capacities, and 

monitoring of the World Anti-Doping Code (Code), the document harmonizing anti-doping policies in all 

sports and all countries. 

✓ Formation: 

✓ After the events that shook the world of cycling in the summer of 1998, the International Olympic 

Committee (IOC) decided to convene a World Conference on Doping. 

✓ The First World Conference on Doping in Sport held, in Lausanne, Switzerland, in 1999, produced the 

Lausanne Declaration on Doping in Sport. 

✓ It provided for the creation of an independent international anti-doping agency to be operational for the 

Games of the XXVII Olympiad in Sydney in 2000. 

✓ WADA is a Swiss private law, not-for-profit foundation. Its seat is in Lausanne, Switzerland, and its 

headquarters are in Montreal, Canada. 

Q.5. The Washington Treaty (1949) laid the foundation for which one of the following international 

organizations? 

 A) United Nations B) European Union 

 C) World Trade Organization (WTO) D) North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) 

  Answer : D   .   

✓ NATO Foreign Ministers recently gathered at NATO Headquarters to mark 75 years since the signing of 

the Washington Treaty. 

✓ About Washington Treaty: 

✓ The Washington Treaty, or North Atlantic Treaty, forms the basis of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization 

(NATO). 

✓ The Treaty was signed in Washington D.C. on 4 April, 1949, by 12 founding members. 
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✓ The Treaty derives its authority from Article 51 of the United Nations Charter, which reaffirms the inherent 

right of independent states to individual or collective defence. 

✓ Key Facts about NATO: 

✓ NATO is a military alliance established by the North Atlantic Treaty. 

✓ It currently has 32 alliance members from North America and Europe. 

✓ NATO’s fundamental goal is to safeguard the Allies’ freedom and security through political and military 

means. 

✓ It is a system of collective defence where independent member states agree for mutual defence in case of any 

attack by an external party. 

✓ Article 5 of the Washington Treaty states that an attack against one ally is an attack against all. 

✓ Military: NATO is committed to the peaceful resolution of disputes. If diplomatic efforts fail, it has the 

military power to undertake crisis-management operations. 

✓ Headquarters: Brussels, Belgium 

Q.6. How many Indians have been included in the World Economic Forum Young Global Leaders 

Community: The Class of 2024? 

 A) 5 B) 6 

 C) 3 D) 4 

  Answer : A   .   

✓ World Economic Forum (WEF) announced its 20th edition of Young Global Leaders Community: The 

Class of 2024 on 4 April 2024 in Geneva, Switzerland. 

✓ The list includes nearly 90 young people under 40 years of age from diverse fields of politics, business, civil 

society, the arts, and academia.  

✓ This year, five Indians, including the famous film actress Bhumi Pednekar, have been included in the list.  

✓ Bhumi Pednekar is known for her roles in films like "Dum Laga Ke Haisha", "Toilet: Ek Prem Katha", 

"Bala", "Shubh Mangal Saavdhan" and "Badhaai Do", 

✓ Indians included in the WEF Forum of Young Global Leaders 2024 

✓ Five Indians, mainly from the fields of Art and culture, Business, and Social entrepreneurship, have been 

included in this year’s list. 

1. Bhumi Pednekar : Art and Culture 

2. Adwaita Nayar : Business 
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3. Arjun Bhartia  : Business 

4. Priya Aggarwal Hebbar : Business 

5. Sharad Vivek Sagar  : Social Entrepreneurs. 

✓ World Economic Forum  

✓ The World Economic Forum was established by German Klaus Schwab in 1971 as a non-profit international 

organisation that promotes Public-Private Cooperation. 

✓ Headquarters of WEF: Cologny, Switzerland 

✓ Report Released by WEF 

✓ Global Gender Gap Report, 

✓ Global Competitiveness Report, 

✓ Energy Transition Index, 

✓ Global Travel and Tourism Report, 

✓ Global IT Report in collaboration with INSEAD and Cornell University. 

Q.7. Which state has the maximum number of products under the Geographical Indication tag? 

 A) Tamil Nadu  B) Karnataka  

 C) Uttar Pradesh  D) Madhya Pradesh 

  Answer : C   .   

✓ GI Tag registration in India crosses 600, UP tops the List. 

✓ The number of geographical indications (GI) registered products in India has crossed 600, with Uttar 

Pradesh leading the list with 69 products. Varanasi of Uttar Pradesh has emerged as the highest number of 

products with GI tags from a single geographical location.  

✓ Varanasi has 30 certified products like Banaras Thandai, Banaras Shehnai, Banaras Tabla, Banaras Lal 

Peda, Banaras Mural Painting etc. 

✓ Of the 1,158 applications filed over the past 20 years with the patent office, 635 are now GI-registered. 

✓ Products granted Maximum GI tag during 2023-24 

✓ Out of 160 products which were granted GI tags, the maximum was from 

✓ Handicrafts -30 products  

✓ Agriculture -16 products  

✓ Textiles -11 products  
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✓ Manufactured and Food Stuff - 3 products each. 

✓ State-leading GI tag registration in 2023-24  

✓ During 2023-24  out of the 160 products that got GI tag registration, the maximum number of products were 

from the following states. 

✓ Uttar Pradesh - 69 

✓ Tamil Nadu -58 

✓ Last year, Tamil Nadu was the leading state in GI tag registration. 

✓ Record GI registration in March 2024 

✓ According to the patent office, this year, a record 63 GI tag was issued on a single day on 30 March 2024. 

The maximum number of products to be granted GI tags was from  

✓ Assam - 19 products  

✓ Uttar Pradesh- 16 

✓ Maharashtra- 16  

✓ Gujarat -5 

✓ Meghalaya -4  

✓ Tripura -2 

GI TAG IN NEWS 2023-24 
➢ The famous silver filigree (Rupa Tarakasi) of the millennium Cuttack city in Odisha recently received 

the Geographical Indication (GI) tag. 

➢ Tripura’s traditional tribal attire ‘risa’ gets received the Geographical Indication (GI) tag recently. 

➢ Kachchhi Kharek, the indigenous variety of dates of Kutch, has become the second fruit of Gujarat to 

get a geographical indication (GI) tag. 

➢ On December 4, 2023, Uttarakhand became the 1st state in the country to get GI certificates for a 

maximum of 18 products in a single day.  

➢ Till now, a total of 27 products of Uttarakhand have received GI tag. 

➢ West Bengal achieves Geographical Indication tags for distinctive products, including 'Mouban' honey 

from Sunderbans, 'Prince of Rice' Black Nunia rice, and traditional Tangail, Gorod, etc. 

➢ 1. Recognition of Sunderbans Honey – ‘Mouban’ 

➢ 2. Black Nunia Rice – ‘Prince of Rice’ 
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Q.8. Which countries have signed an agreement to work together on testing for advanced artificial 

intelligence (AI) models in April 2024? 

 A) UK & USA B) Japan and Russia  

 C) USA & Japan  D) China & India 

➢ 3. Distinctive Sarees – Tangail, Gorod, and Kadiyal. 

➢ As a part of the National GI Drive Mission, 'Kadiyal Sarees' of West Bengal have been granted the 

Geographical Indication (GI) tag.  

➢ Ladakh secures 4th GI tag for Sea Buckthorn. 

➢ The famous Kadaknath chicken meat from Jhabua district of Madhya Pradesh has now got a 

Geographical Indication (GI) tag. 

➢ Goan cashew (Fruit and Nut) was recently granted the geographical indication (GI) tag. 

➢ Basohli Pashmina, a more than 100-year-old traditional craft from Jammu and Kashmir's Kathua 

district, has got the Geographical Indication (GI) tag. 

➢ Tamil Nadu's Salem Sago gets GI tag. 

➢ Bhaderwah Rajmash and Sulai honey of Doda and Ramban districts of Jammu and Kashmir, have 

been granted Geographical Indication (GI) tags. 

➢ Chokuwa rice of Assam  recently earned a GI (Geographical Indication) tag for its exquisiteness. 

➢ The Matti banana variety, native to Kanniyakumari district was recently granted the Geographical 

Indication (GI) tag. 

➢ Mushkbudji rice, which was granted the GI tag along with eight other products from Jammu and 

Kashmir. 

➢ GEOGRAPHICAL INDICATIONS (GI) :- 

➢ GI tags are issued as per the Geographical Indications of Goods (Registration and Protection) 

Act,1999. This tag is issued by the Geographical Indication Registry under the Department of Industry 

Promotion and Internal Trade, Ministry of Commerce and Industry. 

➢ Darjeeling Tea was the first Indian product to get the geographical indication tag in 2004. 

➢ The second GI tag in India was given to Aranmula Kannadi (Handicraft) which is a mirror and made 

in Kerala. 

➢ A GI is registered for an initial period of ten years, which must be renewed after 10 years. 
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  Answer : A    .   

✓ United States and the United Kingdom have signed an agreement to work together on testing advanced 

artificial intelligence (AI) models on April 1, 2024. 

✓ The agreement follows commitments made at the Bletchley Park AI Security Summit last year. 

✓ Officials from both countries signed off, following commitments announced at the AI Security Summit at 

Bletchley Park in November. 

✓ About Artificial Intelligence (AI): 

✓ AI began in the 1950s. Artificial intelligence means intellectual ability developed artificially. 

✓ Computer system or robotic systems are created through AI. An attempt is made to run it on the basis of the 

same logic on the basis of which the human brain works. 

✓ According to John McCarthy, the father of AI, it is the science and engineering of creating intelligent 

machines, especially intelligent computer programs. That is, it is the intelligence displayed by machines. 

Q.9. Who is the first Indian woman to be appointed as a Jury in the Paris Olympics? 

 A) Bilquis Mir B) Karnam Malleswari 

 C) Mary Kom D) Saina Nehwal 

  Answer : A    .   

✓ Bilquis Mir of Jammu Kashmir has become the first Indian to be appointed a jury member at the 33rd 

Summer Olympics to be held in Paris, France, from 26 July -11 August 2024.   

✓ She is also the first woman from India to be made a jury member in the Olympics games.  

✓ Bilquis Mir, who is a qualified jury member, was a jury member at the 19th Asian Games held in Hangzhou, 

China, last year. 

✓ According to the Indian Olympic Association, former canoeist Bilquis Mir was nominated by the Indian 

Kayaking and Canoeing Association to officiate at the Paris Olympics. 

✓ Bilquis Mir to be a Jury member at three International events  

✓ Apart from performing jury duty at the Paris Olympics, Bilquis Mir will also be a part of the jury at two 

other international events. 

✓ She will serve as a jury member for the Olympic qualifying rounds of Kayaking & Canoeing (Asia)  to be 

held in Tokyo (Japan ) from April 18 to 20,2024.  
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✓ She will also be a jury member at the 2024 ICF Canoe Sprint World Championships to be held  in 

Samarkand, Uzbekistan from August 23 to 25, 2024. 

✓ Both Kayaking and Canoeing are water sports. Canoeing/Kayaking was introduced as a demonstration 

sport in the 1924 Paris Olympics 

FIRST'S FEMALE IN NEWS 2023-24 
➢ Democratic Republic Of Congo Appoints Judith Suminwa Tuluka As African Nation’s First Woman 

Prime Minister. 

➢ Suman Kumari has become the first woman sniper of the Border Security Force (BSF). 

➢ Maryam Nawaz was sworn in as the first woman Chief Minister (CM) of Pakistan's Punjab province. 

➢ Justice Ritu Bahri was today sworn in as the first woman Chief Justice of the Uttarakhand High Court. 

➢ Nina Singh becomes first woman to be appointed as DG of CISF. 

➢ Captain Fatima Wasim has become the first woman medical officer to be posted at the operational 

post of Siachen Glacier. 

➢ Captain Geetika Kaul of Snow Leopard Brigade had become the first woman medical officer to be 

deployed in Siachen. 

➢ Commander Prerna Deosthalee has been appointed as the first woman officer to command a warship 

in the Indian Navy (INW). 

➢ Sue Redfern became the first woman to stand as an umpire in a men’s first-class cricket match in 

England and Wales. 

➢ Jaya Varma Sinha has been appointed as the new Chairperson and Chief Executive Officer (CEO), 

Railway Board (Ministry of Railways) w.e.f Sept 01, 2023. She has replaced AK Lahoti. 

➢ She is the first woman to be appointed to this Apex post of Indian Railways. 

➢ Geetika Srivastava is first woman to head Indian mission in Pakistan. 

➢ Phangnon Konyak became the first woman to chair the Rajya Sabha from Nagaland. 

➢ Tenzing Yangki has become the first female IPS officer of Arunachal Pradesh. 

➢ Lisa Franchetti becomes 1st woman to be top Navy officer in US history. 

➢ Nusrat Chowdhary will become the first Muslim woman federal judge in US history. 

➢ Celeste Saulo of Argentina has been appointed as the first female Secretary-General of the World 

Meteorological Organization (WMO). 
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➢ Shalini Singh from Lucknow has become the first woman NCC cadet in India to complete a 

mountaineering course in the Himalayan region of Uttarakhand. 

➢ Parminder Chopra becomes first woman Chairman and Managing Director (CMD) of Power Finance 

Corporation. 

➢ Amy Pope of the United States has been selected as the first female Director-General of the United 

Nations Migration Agency. 

➢ Lieutenant Shivangi Singh is the first woman Rafale pilot to take part in Orion Exercise 2023. 

➢ Wing Commander Deepika Mishra has become the first woman Air Force officer to receive the 

Gallantry Medal. 

➢ New Zealand-born Kim Cotton has become the first female umpire to officiate in a Men’s T20 

International (T20I) cricket match involving two ICC full-member nations. 

➢ Sheenu Jhawar becomes first woman president of TiE Rajasthan. 

➢ American Space Agency, NASA has selected the first woman astronaut, Christina Koch for its 

Artemis II mission. 

➢ Surekha Yadav, Asia’s 1st woman loco pilot who now operates Vande Bharat, From Solapur to 

Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj Terminal (CSMT) in Maharashtra. 

➢ Shalija Dhami becomes first woman officer to command a fighter unit in Indian Air Force (IAF). 

➢ Colonel Geeta Rana became the first woman officer to command a field workshop. 

➢ Captain Shiva Chauhan becomes the first women officer to be operationally deployed in the highest 

battleground in Kumar Post on the Siachen glacier. 

➢ The first woman officer to be posted on foreign assignment in the Border Roads Organization (BRO) 

- Captain Surabhi Jakhmola. 

➢ Rae Bareli's hockey stadium is named after hockey star Rani Rampal, first woman player from India 

to achieve this feat. 

➢ Hekani Jakhalu became the first female MLA of Nagaland Assembly. 

➢ Equatorial Guinea appoints Manuela Roka Botey as first female PM. 

➢ Indian-origin Manpreet Monica Singh sworn in as 1st female Sikh judge of USA. 

➢ Santhi Kumari Appointed as First Woman Chief Secretary of Telangana.  

➢ Saudi Arabia's Rayna Barnawi first female astronaut is set to go into space this year . 

➢ Dina Boluarte became Peru’s first female president. 
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Q.10. What is the name of World’s largest digital camera? 

 A) Legacy Survey of Space and Time (LSST) camera 

 B) Sony ILCE-6100Y Mirrorless Camera 

 C) Canon EOS 3000D Digital Camera 

 D) Panasonic DMC-G7KGW-K Mirrorless Camera 

  Answer : A    .   

✓ Scientists are on the verge of exploring the greatest mysteries of the universe using a powerful new tool, the 

Legacy Survey of Space and Time (LSST) camera.  

✓ Legacy Survey of Space and Time (LSST) camera 

✓ This camera, funded by the US Department of Energy's Office of Science, boasts a record-breaking 3,200 

megapixels, designed to capture unprecedented detail of the cosmos and shed light on elusive dark matter 

and dark energy. 

✓ This astronomical heavyweight weighs a whopping 3 tonnes and boasts the highest resolution ever achieved 

for a space camera. It features three colossal lenses, the largest of which exceeds 5 feet in diameter, and can 

capture razor-sharp images 

✓ LSST camera will be placed at Vera C Rubin Observatory 

✓ The Vera C Rubin Observatory, located in a remote area of Chile, will soon be equipped with the LSST 

camera, which provides an unobstructed view of the southern sky 

Q.11. India has allowed the export of essential commodities to which country in 2024-25 without any 

restrictions ? 

 A) China B) Pakistan  

 C) Maldives  D) Bangladesh 

  Answer : C    .   

✓ India to continue supply of essential commodities to Maldives. 

➢ FIFA has announced that Stephanie Frappart of France will be the first woman to  referee a men’s’ 

World Cup match.   

➢ PT Usha Become First Women President of Indian Olympic Association. 
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✓ Indian government has allowed the export of essential commodities like potatoes, eggs, rice, wheat flour, 

sugar and dal to Maldives despite many of these items being in prohibited or restricted list. 

✓ India has allowed the export of these commodities despite a dip in the bilateral relationship between India 

and the Maldives after President Mohamed Muizzu, who is pro-China, came to power 

✓ Maldives  

✓ Maldives is an archipelago in north-central Indian Ocean .It is a part of the South Asian region. 

✓ Maldives is an archipelago of coral atolls built up from the crowns of a submerged ancient volcanic mountain 

range.  

✓ Eight degree channels separate Maldives from Minicoy island of Lakshadweep. 

✓ All the islands are low-lying, none rising to more than 6 feet (1.8 metres) above sea level. Due to rising sea 

level,Maldives faces a danger of being submerged in the Indian ocean. 

✓ Capital: Male  

✓ Currency:Rufiyaa 

Q.12. According to the Union Minister for Chemicals and Fertilizers, Mansukh Mandaviya, India will stop 

importing urea by which year? 

 A) 2030 B) 2025 

 C) 2040 D) 2035 

  Answer : B    .   

✓ Mansukh Mandaviya: India to stop importing urea by end of 2025. 

✓ According to the Union Minister for Chemicals and Fertilizers, Mansukh Mandaviya, India will stop 

importing urea by the end of 2025 due to an increase in local production capacity with the commissioning 

of new fertilizer plants. 

✓ India is a big importer of Urea and meets around 30% of its 35 million tonnes of annual urea requirement 

from imports.  

✓ Urea Production and Import 

✓ The urea production in the country increased from 225.08 lakh tonnes in 2014-15 to  284.95 lakh tonnes in 

2022-23. 

✓ In 2022-23, the total import of Urea was 75.8 lakh tonnes, which is around 30% of the domestic demand. 

The main sources of urea imports are Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, and the UAE. 
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✓ The government of India introduced the New Urea Policy 2015 with the aim of boosting indigenous urea 

production. 

✓ Under the New Urea Policy, the government plans to revive closed fertilizer plants at Gorakhpur in Uttar 

Pradesh, Ramagundam in Telangana, Talcher in Odisha, Barauni in Bihar, and Sindri in Jharkhand. Four 

plants have already been revived, and the fifth will soon be revived 

✓ The government also launched the 'PM Programme for Restoration, Awareness, Nourishment and 

Amelioration of Mother Earth' (PM-PRANAM) scheme in 2023 to provide an incentive to states and Union 

Territories (UTs) to promote the use of alternative fertilizers and balanced use of chemical fertilizers. 

✓ Fertilizers sold to farmers are heavily subsidised by the government of India. The government has allocated 

Rs 1.64 lakh crore as fertilizer subsidy for 2024-25. The total subsidy in 2023-24 on fertilizer was Rs 1.89 

lakh crore, as per the revised estimates 

Q.13. Which of the following has launched the health-tech app ‘NutriPlus’ to democratize health 

monitoring in the country? 

 A) Amul B) Parle Products 

 C) Britannia NutriChoice D) Cadbury 

  Answer : C    .   

✓ Britannia NutriChoice launches health monitoring app NutriPlus in India 

✓ In a bid to deepen engagement with consumers, biscuit brand Britannia NutriChoice has launched the 

health-tech app ‘NutriPlus’. 

✓ The app has been designed in partnership with Aktivo Labs, and enables monitoring of health and wellness 

metrics. 

✓ The NutriPlus app harnesses evidence-based technology and has been built with an aim to democratise 

health monitoring in the country. 

✓ Quantified health empowers people across cultures, languages, and geographies to live long and healthy 

lives. 

Q.14. Which country developed the world’s most powerful laser? 

 A) USA B) France 

 C) Romania D) Russia 

  Answer : C    .   
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✓ Romania unveils World’s most Powerful Laser 

✓ A research centre in Romania has recently unveiled “the world’s most powerful laser”, which is based on 

the inventions of 2018 Nobel Physics Prize winners Gerard Mourou and Donna Strickland. 

✓ The laser, as per the Romanian research centre, is expected to revolutionise everything from the health sector 

to space exploration. 

✓ The laser at the research centre, situated near the Romanian capital Bucharest, is operated by the French 

company Thales, using Nobel prize-winning inventions. 

✓ France’s Gerard Mourou and Donna Strickland of Canada won the 2018 Nobel Physics Prize for harnessing 

the power of lasers for advanced precision instruments in corrective eye surgery and industry. 

Q.15. Which country has officially launched its e-Visa program for several countries, including India? 

 A) Australia B) Japan 

 C) South Korea D) Russia 

  Answer : B    .   

✓ Japan has officially launched its e-Visa program for several countries, including India. 

✓ This single-entry visa grants a validity of up to 90 days and is specifically designed for travellers planning to 

enter Japan by air and holding an ordinary passport. 

✓ For individuals seeking short-term tourism in Japan, the process of obtaining a visa has been streamlined 

through the introduction of electronic visas (e-Visas) via the Japan e-Visa system. 

✓ Who is Eligible ? 

✓ The following countries and regions are eligible: Australia, Brazil, Cambodia, Canada, Saudi Arabia, 

Singapore, South Africa, Taiwan, United Arab Emirates, United Kingdom, USA. 

✓ The eligibility also extends to Indian citizens and foreign nationals residing in India. 

✓ Residents of these countries or regions, excluding those exempt from short-term visas, can apply for an e-

Visa via the Japan e-Visa website. 

Q.16. Which bank has unveiled a series of new products and services aimed at enhancing customer 

experience and streamlining banking operations? 

 A) HDFC Bank  B) Kotak Mahindra Bank  

 C) Canara Bank  D) Indian Overseas Bank 

  Answer : C    .   
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✓ Canara Bank has unveiled a series of new products and services aimed at enhancing customer experience 

and streamlining banking operations. 

✓ The bank launched a healthcare focused loan product ‘Canara Heal’, to meet the shortfall of hospitalization 

expenditure while settling through Third Party Administrator (TPA) healthcare insurance claims of self 

and/or dependents. 

✓ A customized savings account for women — ‘Canara Angel’ — with features like Cancer Care policy, pre-

approved personal loan Canara ReadyCash and online loan against term deposit product Canara MyMoney. 

✓ The bank has also unveiled ‘Canara UPI 123PAY ASI’, a user-friendly payment interface, and ‘Canara 

HRMS Mobile App for Staff’, an HR management solution for the bank’s employees 

Q.17. Star Health Insurance has collaborated with which of the following to provide ‘Star Comprehensive 

Insurance Policy’? 

 A) PhonePe B) GooglePay 

 C) Paytm D) MasterCard 

  Answer : A    .   

✓ Star Health and Allied Insurance Company Ltd. (Star Health Insurance), India’s leading retail health 

insurance provider, joins hand with PhonePe. 

✓ Under the agreement, Star Health’s Comprehensive Health Insurance Policy will be available on the 

PhonePe app with a monthly and annual payment option, with coverage up to Rs.1 crore. This is an 

industry-first initiative. 

✓ The move allows customers to choose quality health insurance coverage with flexible payment choices, 

providing access to quality healthcare throughout the country. 

✓ Users can also pay their premiums using the UPI AutoPay mandate with a monthly EMI option for 

increased convenience. 

Q.18. Arnab Goswamy has been appointed as Chief Financial Officer of which bank? 

 A) Central Bank of India B) Indian Overseas Bank  

 C) Kotak Mahindra Bank  D) Punjab & Sind Bank 

  Answer : D    .   

✓ Punjab & Sind Bank has appointed Arnab Goswamy as its Chief Financial Officer, replacing Mahima 

Agarwal for a three-year term. 
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✓ Arnab Goswamy is a seasoned finance professional with esteemed credentials as a Chartered accountant. 

✓ Arnab Goswamy is a qualified Chartered Accountant and Cost Accountant. He has worked at Indusind 

Bank, and ICICI Bank 

Q.19. On which date every year ‘International Sports Day for Development and Peace’ is celebrated? 

 A) 5 April  B) 6 April  

 C) 4 April  D) 7 April 

  Answer : B    .   

✓ ‘International Day of Sports for Development and Peace’ (IDSDP) is celebrated every year on 6 April.  

✓ It provides an opportunity to recognize the positive role of sport and physical activity in the lives of 

communities and people around the world. 

✓ The theme of the International Day of Sports for Development and Peace this year 2024 is the global theme 

‘Sport for the promotion of peaceful and inclusive societies’. 

 

 

 

Q.1. What is the Consumer Price Index (CPI) inflation target set by Government for 5 years between 2021-

26? 

 A) 6% B) 5% 

 C) 3% D) 4% 

  Answer : D   .     

Q.2. The first empowered six-member monetary policy committee (MPC) was constituted in which year?  

 A) 2016 B) 2014 

 C) 2012 D) 2018 

  Answer : A    . 

Q.3. The storehouses where banknotes and rupee coins are stocked on behalf of the Reserve Bank for 

distribution to bank branches in their area of operation are called as ____ 

 A) Currency Chests B) Currency Depots 

 C) Currency Cache D) Currency Repository 

  Answer : A   .   
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Q.4. Which Section of Reserve Bank of India Act, 1934, provides for appointment of scheduled 

commercial banks as agents to discharge its statutory obligation of being ‘Banker to Government’? 

 A) 50 B) 45 

 C) 30 D) 25 

  Answer : B    .   

Q.5. Which type of ATMs are set up, owned and operated by non-banks? 

 A) Brown Label ATM B) Black Label ATM 

 C) Green Label ATM D) White Label ATM 

  Answer : D   .   

Q.6. Which is the clearing agency for G-Secs, issued by government? 

 A) Reserve Bank of India (RBI) 

 B) Clearing Corporation of India Limited (CCIL) 

 C) Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) 

 D) Security Printing & Minting Corporation of India Ltd (SPMCIL) 

  Answer : B   .   

Q.7. An unsecured money market instrument issued in the form of a promissory note is known as __ 

 A) Treasury Bills  B) Certificates of Deposits  

 C) Commercial Paper D) Repurchase Agreements 

  Answer : C   . 

Q.8. Define lease. 

 A) Rental agreement between a tenant and owner of a house, where tenant pays a specified amount 

on a specified date to the owner 

 B) Legal contract between the owner of an asset and its user containing conditions  including 

payment of specified amount by user to the owner for use of the asset 

 C) Method to take over a company 

 D) Contract to buy a machinery for a specified period 

  Answer : B   .  
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Q.9. Basel norms  are associated with which of the following aspects of the banking industry? 

 A) Manpower Planning B) Overdraft Credit Facility 

 C) Risk Management D) Corporate Governance 

  Answer : C   . 

Q.10. Who is known as the ‘Steel Man of India’? 

 A) O P Jindal B) Jamshed J Irani 

 C) Jamsetji Tata D) Lakshmi Mittal 

  Answer : B   . 
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