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Hey there, 

Your Aparchit sir is here. 

I have been providing Aparchit Super Current Affairs on a daily, weekly and monthly 

basis. Additionally, I run GA-paid groups and channels on Telegram for three years. 

Over the past three years, you have consistently shown me a great deal of love, 

support, and respect. Your numerous messages urging me to join YouTube have been 

instrumental in boosting my confidence and inspiring me to take the plunge. "Your 

support and love mean the world to me. They provide me the strength and courage to 

overcome any challenge that comes my way. Knowing that you're always there for me 

is everything. Please continue to be my rock and support me through thick and thin." 

Ultimately, I want to express my sincere gratitude to all of you for giving me an 

abundance of love, support, and respect. Thank you so much, India. 
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Q.1. Which of the following has designated 11 new Biosphere Reserves (BR) in 11 countries? 

 A) WTO B) WEF 

 C) UNESCO  D) UNDP 

  Answer : C   .   

✓ UNESCO Designated 11 New Biosphere Reserves. 

✓ United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation (UNESCO) has designated 11 new 

Biosphere Reserves (BR) in 11 countries including 2 transboundary biosphere reserves.  

✓ For the 1st time biosphere reserves from Belgium and Gambia were included in UNESCO’s World 

Network of Biosphere Reserves. 

✓ Now, the World Network of Biosphere Reserves consists of total 759 sites in 136 countries including 24 

transboundary sites. 

✓ These 11 new BRs were approved during the 36th session of the International Co-ordinating Council 

(ICC), the governing body of UNESCO’s Man and Biosphere (MAB) programme held in Agadir, 

Morocco from 2nd July to 5th July, 2024. 

✓ These newly approved biosphere reserves covers a total area of 37,400 square kilometer (km2) which is 

equivalent to the size of the Netherlands. 

✓ 12 BRs of India has been recognized internationally under MAB Programme 

✓ The 11 newly designated biosphere reserves are: 

1. Sunshine Coast Biosphere Reserve (Australia) 

2. Doumba-Rey Biosphere Reserve (Cameroon) 

3. Sena Oura Biosphere Reserve (Chad) 

4. Dedoplistskaro Biosphere Reserve (Georgia) 

5. Three Alazani Rivers Biosphere Reserve (Georgia) 

6. Burabay Biosphere Reserve (Kazakhstan) 

7.Markakol Biosphere Reserve (Kazakhstan) 

8. Khuvsgul Lake Biosphere Reserve (Mongolia) 

9. Harrat Uwayrid Biosphere Reserve (Saudi Arabia) 
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10. Kafue Flats Biosphere Reserve (Zambia) 

11. Chimanimani Biosphere reserve (Zimbabwe) 

UNESCO IN NEWS 2024 
➢ Kozhikode becomes India's first UNESCO 'City of Literature. 

➢ UNESCO’s ‘State of Ocean Report, 2024’ provides crucial insights into the current state of global 

oceans, emphasising the challenges posed by climate change and human activities. 

➢ Ramcharitmanas, Panchatantra and Sahṛdayāloka-Locana of India is among 20 items of the Asia 

Pacific region  which has been included in the 2024 cycle of the ‘UNESCO's Memory of the World 

Asia-Pacific Regional Register 

➢ Palestinian journalists covering Gaza awarded 2024 UNESCO/Guillermo Cano World Press 

Freedom Prize 

➢ A multibillion-dollar dam project underway across the Mekong River in Laos has prompted 

concerns that it could result in Luang Prabang City losing its UNESCO World Heritage Site status. 

➢ India has nominated the “Maratha Military Landscapes”, a network of forts that showcase the 

strategic military powers of Maratha rule, for inclusion in the UNESCO World Heritage list for 

2024-25. 

➢ 46th session of the UNESCO World Heritage Committee will take place from July 21 to 31, 2024 in 

New Delhi, India. 

➢ Gujarat’s Garba Dance Enters UNESCO’s ‘Intangible Cultural Heritage’ List. 

➢ Kempegowda International Airport (KIA) has secured recognition as one of the ‘World’s Most 

Beautiful Airports’ and has been awarded the ‘World Special Prize for an Interior 2023’ by the 

UNESCO’s Prix Versailles. 

➢ ‘Garba of Gujarat' has been inscribed in the Representative List of Intangible Cultural Heritage 

(ICH) of Humanity by UNESCO. 

➢ Garba dance is the 15th intangible cultural heritage of India to be included in this list. 

➢ Kozhikode in Kerala has been designated as the UNESCO 'City of Literature' and Gwalior as the 

'City of Music' in the latest UNESCO list of Creative Cities Network. 

➢ United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) 

➢ Formation : 16 November 1945  
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Q.2. Which bank has introduced a new security mechanism ‘Safety Ring’ for Internet and Mobile 

Banking Users? 

 A) Kotak Mahindra Bank  B) Punjab National Bank  

 C) Indian Overseas Bank  D) State Bank of India 

  Answer : B    .   

✓ PNB Introduces ‘Safety Ring’ To Enhance Security For Internet and Mobile Banking Users. 

✓ Punjab National Bank (PNB), India’s leading Public Sector Bank (PSB) has introduced a new security 

mechanism ‘Safety Ring’ within its Internet Banking System (IBS) and Mobile Banking System (MBS) in 

response to the increasing number of cyber frauds. 

✓ Safety Ring is an optional mechanism which allows customers to set daily transaction limitations with 

respect to Term Deposits (TDs) on online closure or availing overdraft facility on TDs up to the stated 

limit amount. 

✓ The customers can set the Safety Ring limit via branches or online using IBS/MBS. 

➢ Headquarters : Paris, France  

➢ Director-General : Audrey Azoulay (France)  

➢ Member countries : 193 

➢ There are 42 World Heritage Sites in India. 

PNB IN NEWS 2024 
➢ Reserve Bank of India (RBI) imposed a monetary penalty of ₹1.32 crore on Punjab National Bank 

(PNB) for violations related to loans and advances and Know Your Customer (KYC) norms. 

➢ Punjab National Bank (PNB) has approved the initiation of the process to dilute 10% of its 

shareholding in Canara HSBC Life Insurance through an initial public offering (IPO). PNB currently 

holds a 23% stake in this life insurance joint venture. 

➢ Indian Renewable Energy Development Agency Ltd. (IREDA) and Punjab National Bank (PNB) 

have signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) to advance renewable energy initiatives 

across the nation. 

➢ PNB to expand overseas footprint, to open representative office in Dubai. 

➢ Punjab National Bank (PNB) 
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Q.3. Which of the following has launched the ICICI Prudential Nifty Oil & Gas ETF, India’s first 

exchange-traded fund (ETF) in the oil and gas sector? 

 A) Kotak Mahindra Asset Management Company 

 B) HDFC Asset Management 

 C) SBI Funds Management Pvt Ltd 

 D) ICICI Prudential Mutual Fund 

  Answer : D   .   

✓ ICICI Prudential MF launches India’s First Oil & Gas ETF. 

✓ ICICI Prudential Mutual Fund (MF) has introduced India’s first Exchange-Traded Fund (ETF) focused 

on the oil and gas sector, named the ICICI Prudential Nifty Oil & Gas ETF.  

✓ This open-ended ETF will tracks the Nifty Oil & Gas Total Return Index (TRI) Index, which reflect the 

performance of companies within the sector 

✓ Aim: To provide investors with long-term wealth creation opportunities, and to deliver returns before 

expenses that closely match the total return of the underlying index, subject to tracking error. 

✓ Investors can participate in the scheme with a minimum investment of Rs 100 per plan/option, and 

investments can be made in multiples of Re 1 with no upper limit. 

✓ This scheme involves no “Entry Load” and no “Exit Load”.However, investors will be responsible for any 

brokerage charges incurred during the sale. 

➢ Punjab National Bank is the third largest public sector bank after the State Bank of India and Bank 

of Baroda. 

➢ The Punjab National Bank was established as a private bank in 1894 and commenced operation in 

1895. 

➢ It is the first bank to set up with Indian capital. 

➢  Lala Lajpat Rai was the first person to open an account in the bank. 

➢ It was nationalised in 1969, and presently, the government of India has a majority stake. 

➢ Managing Director (MD) and Chief Executive Officer (CEO): Atul Kumar Goel 

➢ Headquarters: New Delhi  

➢ Tagline of the Bank: A name you can bank upon. 
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Q.4. Consider the following statements with reference to the CubeSat Radio Interferometry Experiment: 

 1. It aims to investigate the enigmatic origins of radio waves emanating from the Sun. 

 2. It is an initiative of the European Space Agency. 

 Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 A) 1 only B) 2 only 

 C) Both 1 and 2 D) Neither 1 nor 2  

  Answer : A   .   

✓ NASA is set to launch a groundbreaking CubeSat Radio Interferometry Experiment (CURIE) mission to 

unravel the mysteries of solar radio waves. 

✓ It aims to investigate the enigmatic origins of radio waves emanating from the Sun, a phenomenon first 

observed decades ago. 

✓ The mission employs an innovative technique called low frequency radio interferometry, marking its first 

use in space. 

✓ CURIE consists of two miniature spacecraft, collectively no larger than a shoebox, which will orbit Earth 

approximately two miles apart. 

✓ CURIE will orbit 360 miles above Earth's surface to obtain an unobstructed view of the Sun's radio 

emissions. 

NASA IN NEWS 2024 
➢ Peru became the 41st signatory to the Artemis Accords at a ceremony at NASA Headquarters in 

Washington.  

➢ NASA confirmed the Dragonfly rotorcraft mission to Saturn’s moon Titan with a $3.35 billion 

budget, launching in July 2028. 

➢ NASA is now publicly distributing science-quality data from its newest Earth-observing PACE 

satellite. 

➢ NASA has been tasked with establishing Coordinated Lunar Time (LTC) as a unified standard for 

timekeeping on the Moon and other celestial bodies 

➢ American space agency NASA has discovered a “super-Earth” planet, dubbed TOI-715 b, that could 

potentially support life. It is located 137 light-years away and was found by NASA’s planet-hunting 
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Q.5. Naavu Manujaru’ programme, recently in news, is an initiative of the government of: 

 A) Tamil Nadu B) Karnataka 

 C) Bihar D) Telangana 

  Answer : B   .   

✓ The Karnataka government has ordered implementation of ‘Naavu Manujaru’ programme from this 

academic year. 

✓ Objective: To improve the capacity of the students to think independently, rationality and understand the 

pros and cons of every issue. It will also be helpful for the overall development of the students. 

✓ It is implemented in all government, aided, and unaided primary and high schools of the State. 

Q.6. Gautam Gambhir has been appointed as the head coach of the Indian men’s cricket team for how 

many years? 

 A) Three years B) Two years 

 C) Four years D) Five years 

  Answer : A   .   

✓ Gautam Gambihir has been appointed as the new head coach of the Indian men’s cricket team. 

✓ Gambhir will replace Rahul Dravid who stepped down from his post following the victory of the Indian 

team in the 9th ICC T20 World Cup held in West indies and the United States of America.  

✓ Rahul Dravid was appointed the head coach for a three year term in 2021. 

Transiting Exoplanet Survey Satellite (TESS) mission. 

➢ NASA Re-Establishes Contact With Ingenuity Helicopter On Mars After Outage   

➢ NASA has invited people to send their names to the surface of the Moon aboard the agency’s first 

robotic lunar rover VIPER – short for Volatiles Investigating Polar Exploration Rover. 

➢ National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA)  

➢ Founded : 1958 

➢ Headquarters : Washington, D.C 

➢ Administrator : Bill Nelson 
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✓ The BCCI set up a three member Advisory Committee to select the candidate for the post of head coach of 

the Indian men’s cricket team. The Advisory Committee was headed by former Indian cricket  player 

Ashok Malhotra. 

✓ Only two candidates, Gautam Gambir and former Indian cricketer W.V. Raman, applied for the post. The 

committee recommended the name of Gautam Gambhir for the post of head coach of the Indian men’s 

cricket team. 

✓ Gambhir’s mentorship with Kolkata Knight Riders (KKR) in 2024 helped the team win its third Indian 

Premier League (IPL) title 

✓ Gautam Gambhir has been appointed by the BCCI for a term of three years. Gambhir will officially begin 

his tenure in July this year when the Indian cricket team visits Sri Lanka  for a limited overs One Day 

International series. He will remain in charge of the Indian team till the end of 31 December 2027.  

✓ During his term India will play in the 10thT20 World Cup to be co hosted by India and Sri Lanka in 2026 

and the 2027 ICC ODI World Cup to be co-hosted by South Africa, Namibia and Zimbabwe. 

✓ India is also scheduled to participate in the 9th ICC Champions Trophy to be held in Pakistan in 2025 

✓ Gautam Gambhir scored the match-winning 75 runs in the final of the first T20 World Cup in 2007. 

✓ Again he repeated the performance in the 2011 ODI World Cup winning India team. He was the highest 

scorer in the final with match winning 97 runs.  

✓ Gautam Gambhir was awarded the Arjuna Awards in 2009.  

✓ The International Cricket Council (ICC) named Gambhir as the Test Player of 2009.  

✓ In 2019, he was conferred India’s fourth highest civilian award, Padma Shri. 

Q.7. India and Russia have agreed to increase bilateral trade to USD 100 billion by which year? 

 A) 2035 B) 2030 

 C) 2040 D) 2045 

  Answer : B    .   

✓ Prime Minister Narendra Modi concludes his two-day Russian Visit. 

✓ Prime Minister Narendra Modi successfully concluded his two-day (8 & 9 July 2024) visit to Russia by 

signing various agreements and a commitment to boost the traditionally strong special and strategic 

bilateral relationship between the two countries.  
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✓ Prime Minister Modi departed to Vienna, Austria, from Moscow on the second leg of his two nations - 

Russia and Austria visit. 

✓ Achieve USD 100 billion bilateral trade target by 2030. 

✓ Continue cooperation in Nuclear energy and space exploration. Russia is setting up a nuclear power plant 

in Koodankulam, Tamil Nadu. 

✓ During the visit, Russian President Putin conferred Russia’s highest state award and Russia’s highest 

national award, "The Order of St. Andrew the Apostle,” on Narendra Modi. The award was announced in 

2019 but conferred in 2024 

Q.8. How many Memorandums of Understanding (MoU) were signed between Russia and India during 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s visit to Russia in July 2024? 

 A) 6 B) 7 

 C) 9 D) 8  

  Answer : C    .   

Q.9. The Mutual Recognition Agreement for Organic Products between India and which country came 

into effect in July 2024? 

 A) Singapore  B) Vietnam  

 C) Taiwan D) Bhutan 

  Answer : C    .   

✓ India-Taiwan MRA for Organic Products Implemented to boost trade. 

✓ The India-Taiwan Mutual Recognition Agreement (MRA) for Organic Products came into effect on 8 July 

2024.  

✓ This was announced at the 9th Working Group on Trade Meeting of Indian and Taiwan in New Delhi.  

✓ The landmark agreement is likely to give a push to trade in organic products between the two countries. 

✓ The implementing Agency for the Mutual Recognition Agreement from the Indian side is the Agricultural 

and Processed Food Products Export Development Authority (APEDA), under the Union Ministry of 

Commerce and Industry,  

✓ According to APEDA,India has the 2nd largest land under organic farming and is the largest producer of 

organic products in the world. 
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✓ Madhya Pradesh has the largest area under organic certification, followed by Maharashtra, Rajasthan, 

Gujarat, Odisha, Sikkim, Uttar Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Kerala, Karnataka and Andhra Pradesh. 

✓ The total production of organic products in 2022-23 was 3.6 million tonnes. 

✓ Taiwan 

✓ India has no diplomatic ties with Taiwan, officially known as the Republic of China 

✓ Capital: Taipei  

✓ Currency: New Taiwan Dollar  

✓ President William Lai Ching-te 

Q.10. Which country is the largest producer of organic products in the world? 

 A) China B) India  

 C) Brazil  D) Canada 

  Answer : B    .   

Q.11. Border Security Forces (BSF) in association with which bank has organized a “Grow with the 

Trees” plantation drive at BSF Headquarters in Srinagar? 

 A) Punjab National Bank  B) State Bank of India 

 C) Kotak Mahindra Bank  D) Indian Overseas Bank  

  Answer : B    .  

✓ Border Security Forces (BSF) in association with SBI Bank has organized a “Grow with the Trees” 

plantation drive at BSF Headquarters in Srinagar. 

✓ The initiative is expected to not only help create a more sustainable environment but also foster a sense of 

community and teamwork among the participants. 

✓ The aim of the plantation is to make the campus here greener and to reduce the impact caused by global 

warming on the planet.  

Q.12. India ranks fifth in Generative AI (GenAI) innovations, trailing behind China, the US, Republic of 

Korea, and Japan. India has filed how many patents related to Generative AI from 2014 to 2023? 

 A) 1,150 B) 1,350 

 C) 1,050 D) 1,250 

  Answer : B    .   
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✓ India ranks fifth in Generative AI (GenAI) innovations, trailing behind China, the US, Republic of Korea, 

and Japan. 

✓ India has filed 1,350 patents related to Generative AI from 2014 to 2023. 

✓ The country ranks fifth globally in total number of GenAI patents, following China (38,210), the US 

(6,276), Republic of Korea (4,155), and Japan (3,409). 

✓ India has surpassed the UK (714 patents) and Germany (708 patents) in the number of GenAI patents 

published. 

✓ Chinese companies Tencent, Ping An Insurance Group, and Baidu have published the most GenAI patent 

families in the last decade. 

✓ India has the highest annual growth rate in GenAI patent publications at 56%, although it holds only a 3% 

share of total GenAI patents. 

Q.13. Who has been appointed as the Principal Adviser at the Union Ministry of Health and Family 

Welfare (MoHFW) for the National Tuberculosis Elimination Programme (NTEP)? 

 A) Madhura Swaminathan B) Nitya Rao 

 C) Suresh Kumar Nayak D) Soumya Swaminathan 

  Answer : D    .   

✓ Former Director General of Indian Council of Medical Research and World Health Organization’s Chief 

Scientist Dr. Soumya Swaminathan has been appointed as the Principal Adviser at the Union Ministry of 

Health and Family Welfare (MoHFW) for the National Tuberculosis Elimination Programme (NTEP). 

✓ She will be serving in MoHFW on a pro bono basis. 

✓ Dr. Swaminathan will be based out of Chennai, where she heads the MS Swaminathan Research 

Foundation that works on issues of agriculture and climate change. 

✓ India accounts for 25% of world’s TB burden and over 25 lakh new cases of TB were notified in 2024 in 

India, according to the India TB report released by the Centre. 

Q.14. Central Asian countries to conduct first war games without Russia and China from 17 July. The 

exercise is named Birlestik-2024. Which of the following country will host this exercise? 

 A) Azerbaijan B) Kyrgyzstan 

 C) Tajikistan D) Kazakhstan   

  Answer : D    .   
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✓ The exercises, named Birlestik-2024, which means “alliance” in Kazakh, are hosted by Kazakhstan and 

include four other ex-Soviet states. 

✓ The drills, taking place in the Caspian Sea, will run until July 17, involving around 4,000 troops along 

with warships, aviation, artillery, and tanks. 

✓ The participating countries are Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Uzbekistan, and Tajikistan, with Turkmenistan 

notably absent. Additionally, Azerbaijan, a Caucasus country, is participating in these exercises. 

✓ The absence of Russia, which is currently engaged in the conflict in Ukraine, marks a notable shift in the 

regional military dynamics. 

Q.15. Which day is observed as the World Population Day every year? 

 A) 11 July 

 B) 10 July 

 C) 12 July 

 D) 9 July 

  Answer : A    .   

✓ Every year since 1990, 11 July has been observed as World Population Day around the world.  

✓ The day seeks to focus the attention of global stakeholders on the issues of population growth, their 

relations to the environment and development and related issues. 

✓ World Population Day was established by the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) in 1989. 

✓ The first Population Day was observed on 11 July 1990. 

✓ The 2024 World Population Day theme is “To Leave No One Behind, Count Everyone”. 

✓ Most and least Populous Country in the World  

1. According to the United Nations, India became the most populous country in the world in April 2023, 

overtaking China.  

2. Mainland China  

3. United States  

4. Indonesia 

✓ Vatican City is the least populated country in the world, with an estimated population of 526, according to 

the World Population Review. 
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Q.16. What is the theme of the 2024 World Population Day? 

 A) How to safeguard the health and rights of women and girls now 

 B) To Leave No One Behind, Count Everyone 

 C) Family Planning is a Human Right 

 D) Empowering People, Developing Nations 

  Answer : B    .   

✓ The 2024 World Population Day theme is “To Leave No One Behind, Count Everyone”. 

 

 

Q.1. What is the Consumer Price Index (CPI) inflation target set by Government for 5 years between 

2021-26? 

 A) 6% B) 5% 

 C) 3% D) 4% 

  Answer : D   .     

Q.2. The first empowered six-member monetary policy committee (MPC) was constituted in which year?  

 A) 2016 B) 2014 

 C) 2012 D) 2018 

  Answer : A    . 

Q.3. The storehouses where banknotes and rupee coins are stocked on behalf of the Reserve Bank for 

distribution to bank branches in their area of operation are called as ____ 

 A) Currency Chests B) Currency Depots 

 C) Currency Cache D) Currency Repository 

  Answer : A   .   

Q.4. Which Section of Reserve Bank of India Act, 1934, provides for appointment of scheduled 

commercial banks as agents to discharge its statutory obligation of being ‘Banker to Government’? 

 A) 50 B) 45 

 C) 30 D) 25 

  Answer : B    .   
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Q.5. Which type of ATMs are set up, owned and operated by non-banks? 

 A) Brown Label ATM B) Black Label ATM 

 C) Green Label ATM D) White Label ATM 

  Answer : D   .   

Q.6. Which is the clearing agency for G-Secs, issued by government? 

 A) Reserve Bank of India (RBI) 

 B) Clearing Corporation of India Limited (CCIL) 

 C) Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) 

 D) Security Printing & Minting Corporation of India Ltd (SPMCIL) 

  Answer : B   .   

Q.7. An unsecured money market instrument issued in the form of a promissory note is known as __ 

 A) Treasury Bills  B) Certificates of Deposits  

 C) Commercial Paper D) Repurchase Agreements 

  Answer : C   . 

Q.8. Define lease. 

 A) Rental agreement between a tenant and owner of a house, where tenant pays a specified amount 

on a specified date to the owner 

 B) Legal contract between the owner of an asset and its user containing conditions  including 

payment of specified amount by user to the owner for use of the asset 

 C) Method to take over a company 

 D) Contract to buy a machinery for a specified period 

  Answer : B   .  

Q.9. Basel norms  are associated with which of the following aspects of the banking industry? 

 A) Manpower Planning B) Overdraft Credit Facility 

 C) Risk Management D) Corporate Governance 

  Answer : C   . 
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Q.10. Who is known as the ‘Steel Man of India’? 

 A) O P Jindal B) Jamshed J Irani 

 C) Jamsetji Tata D) Lakshmi Mittal 

  Answer : B   . 
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