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Q.1. Frontier 50 Initiative is launched by: 

 A) World Bank B) Asian Development Bank 

 C) Reserve Bank of India D) NITI Aayog 

  Answer : D   .   

✓ NITI Aayog launched the Frontier 50 Initiative to amplify grassroots adoption of technology and scale 

impact creation. 

✓ It will support 50 Aspirational Districts / Blocks to pick use cases from the Repository and deploy 

those frontier technologies that have potential to accelerate saturation of services across ADP/ABP 

themes. 

✓ Launched by: NITI Aayog under its Frontier Tech Hub. 

✓ The Frontier Tech Repository showcases 200+ impact stories from across India in four sectors –

 Agriculture, Healthcare, Education, and National Security.  

✓ It brings to life how states and startups are deploying technology with purpose to transform livelihoods. 

NITI AAYOG IN NEWS 2025 
➢ NITI Aayog launched the Frontier 50 Initiative to amplify grassroots adoption of technology and 

scale impact creation. 

➢ NITI Aayog released a report titled ‘Unlocking a $200 Billion Opportunity: Electric Vehicles in 

India’ to accelerate India’s electric mobility shift. India aims for 30% electric vehicle (EV) share in 

total vehicle sales by 2030.  

➢ NITI Aayog launched the India Electric Mobility Index (IEMI). 

➢ The Centre has extended the tenure of NITI Aayog Chief Executive Officer (CEO) B V R 

Subrahmanyam by one year. 

➢ The Chairman of the 16th Finance Commission launched the inaugural issue of NITI Aayog’s 

report titled “Fiscal Health Index (FHI) 2025” in New Delhi. 

➢ Odisha tops the ranking in fiscal health among 18 major States, followed by Chhattisgarh and Goa 

with scores of 55.2 and 53.6, respectively.  
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Q.2. The Competition Commission of India has approved the acquisition of up to how much 

shareholding in Akzo Nobel India Limited (Target) by JSW Paints Limited (Acquirer)? 

 A) 49% B) 51% 

 C) 75% D) 95% 

  Answer : C    .   

➢ The Development Monitoring and Evaluation Office (DMEO) of NITI Aayog is conducting an 

evaluation study of the Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana (PMUY) and targeted subsidies for PMUY 

consumers. 

➢ Government constituted an 18 member working group, under the chairmanship of Niti Aayog 

member Ramesh Chand , to revise the WPI base year from 2011-12 to 2022-23.  

➢ NITI Aayog released a report on “S.A.F.E. Accommodation – Worker Housing for manufacturing 

growth”. 

➢ India is poised to elevate its manufacturing sector’s contribution to GDP from the current 17% to 

25% as part of achieving Viksit Bharat by 2047. 

➢ NITI Aayog’s WEP partners with Urban Company to support women MSMEs 

➢ Union Cabinet, chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi, has approved the continuation 

of its flagship initiative, the Atal Innovation Mission (AIM), under the aegis of NITI Aayog, with an 

enhanced scope of work and an allocated budget of Rs.2,750 crore for the period till March 31, 2028. 

➢ NITI Aayog released the 4th edition of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) India Index and 

dashboard for 2023-24 : Kerala with a score of 79 points and Uttarakhand with a score of 79 points 

Share Top Spot. 

➢ Bihar was the worst-performing state with a score of 57 points. 

➢ NITI Aayog ( National Institution for Transforming India) 

➢ Founded : 1st January 2015 

➢ Preceding : Planning Commission ( 15th March 1950) 

➢ Headquarters : New Delhi 

➢ Chairperson : Narendra Modi 

➢ Vice Chairperson : Suman K Bery 

➢ CEO : BVR Subrahmanyam 
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✓ CCI approves the acquisition of up to 75% shareholding in Akzo Nobel India Limited (Target) by JSW 

Paints Limited (Acquirer) 

✓ The Competition Commission of India has approved the acquisition of up to 75% shareholding in Akzo 

Nobel India Limited (Target) by JSW Paints Limited (Acquirer) 

STAKE IN NEWS 2025 
➢ CCI approves the acquisition of up to 75% shareholding in Akzo Nobel India Limited (Target) by 

JSW Paints Limited (Acquirer 

➢ Japan’s Sumitomo Mitsui Banking Corporation (SMBC) to acquire up to 24.99% stake in Yes Bank. 

➢ RBI has allowed Warburg Pincus, through its affiliate Currant Sea Investments B.V., to acquire up 

to a 9.99% stake in IDFC First Bank 

➢ Carlyle Group Sells 2.6 % Stake in Yes Bank for Rs 1,775 Crore 

➢ Renault group of France and Nissan of Japan have signed a framework agreement by which Renault 

group would control 100% equity in Renault Nissan Automotive india pvt ltd by acquiring 51% 

stake owned by Nissan. 

➢ Federal Bank is set to increase its stake in Ageas Federal Life Insurance Co Ltd to 30% by acquiring 

an additional 4% stake from Ageas Insurance International for up to Rs 105 crore. 

➢ The Centre has decided to increase its stake in Vodafone Idea from 22.60 per cent to 48.99 per cent 

by converting debt worth ₹36,950 crore into equity. 

➢ Singapore based private equity firm Teamasek will acquire nearly 10% stake in Haldiram snacks for 

about Rs.8,600 crore 

➢ Life Insurance Corp of India (LIC) is preparing to acquire a 40-49% stake in ManipalCigna Health 

Insurance. 

➢ ONGC Ntpc green has completed acquisition of 100% equity stake in Ayana Renewable power 

➢ Reliance Strategic Business Ventures Limited (RSBVL), a subsidiary of Reliance Industries Ltd 

(RIL), has acquired a 100% stake in Nauyaan Tradings Private Limited (NTPL) for ₹1 lakh. 

➢ Bain Capital is acquiring an 18% stake in Manappuram Finance for ₹4,385 crore. 

➢ Ahmedabad-based Torrent Group has acquired a 67% majority stake in the Indian Premier League 

(IPL) franchise Gujarat Titans (GT) from Irelia Company, which is owned by private equity fund 

CVC. 
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Q.3. Which one of the following has launched a new value fashion brand called OWND? 

 A) Aditya Birla Fashion and Retail Limited 

 B) DMart 

 C) Titan 

 D) Future Group 

  Answer : A   .   

✓ Indian retailer Aditya Birla Fashion and Retail Limited (ABFRL) has launched its new affordable fashion 

brand, OWND!, designed to appeal to Gen Z consumers. 

✓ The brand is positioned to provide trendy and cost-effective fashion options for young adults, entering a 

competitive space alongside Trent's budget apparel chain, Zudio. 

Q.4. Which bank has received government approval to facilitate trade payments for Nayara Energy Ltd? 

 A) Kotak Mahindra Bank  B) Punjab National Bank  

 C) UCO Bank  D) Bank of Baroda 

➢ German insurance giant Allianz is selling its 26% stake in its life and non-life joint ventures with 

Bajaj Finserv, Bajaj Allianz General Insurance Company (BAGIC) and Bajaj Allianz Life Insurance 

Company (BALIC), for a total consideration of approximately Rs. 24,600 crore (EUR 2.6 billion). 

➢ The Competition Commission of India (CCI) has approved Tata Sons' acquisition of an additional 

10% stake in Tata Play, formerly known as Tata Sky, increasing Tata Sons' total stake to 70%. 

➢ State Bank of India (SBI) has decided to sell its entire 17.8 percent stake in Jio Payments Bank 

Limited. 

➢ RBI has given its nod to Canara Bank to divest its shareholding in Canara Robeco Asset 

Management Company Ltd and Canara HSBC Life Insurance Company by 13% and 14.5% 

respectively through Initial Public Offer (IPO). 

➢ Canara HSBC Life Insurance Company is a joint venture company with a 51% stake owned by 

Canara Bank and a 26% stake held by the HSBC Insurance (Asia Pacific) Holdings and remaining 

23% stake by Punjab National Bank. 

➢ Life Insurance Corporation of India (LIC) increased its stake in Bank of Maharashtra from 4.05% to 

7.10%. 
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  Answer : C   .   

✓ UCO Bank gets govt approval to facilitate trade payments for Nayara Energy 

✓ UCO Bank has received government approval to facilitate trade payments for Nayara Energy Ltd., 

according to people familiar with the matter, nearly two months after the refiner was sanctioned by the EU 

and subsequently shunned by large financial institutions. 

Q.5. Who was named as the lead sponsor of India’s men’s and women’s cricket teams? 

 A) CEAT B) MRF 

 C) Apollo Tyres D) JK Tyre 

  Answer : C   .   

✓ Apollo Tyres new BCCI lead sponsor with Rs.579 cr deal 

✓ Apollo Tyres has been awarded as the lead sponsorship rights for India’s cricket teams . 

✓ The India team jerseys – men and women, senior and junior – will thus sport its logo for the next two and 

a half years( till March 2028) 

✓ The Board of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI) opened the bid documents in the presence of all the 

interested bidders.  

✓ Apollo Tyres placed the highest bid of ₹579 crore among the three valid bidders. 

✓ It is also confirmed that the new deal will be in effect since the Women’s ODI World Cup, starting 

September 30.  

✓ The other two interested companies were Canva (Rs. 544 crore) and JK Tyres (Rs. 477 crore) 

SPONSOR IN NEWS 2025 
➢ Apollo Tyres new BCCI lead sponsor with Rs.579 cr deal 

➢ Reliance Consumer's Campa partners with JioStar as co-powered sponsor of TATA IPL 2025. 

➢ Airtel Payments Bank has partnered with Karnataka Bulldozers as a co-sponsor for the Celebrity 

Cricket League (CCL) 2025. 

➢ Indian Oil Corporation (IOC) is the bronze sponsor for the 38th National Games, which will be 

hosted in Uttarakhand for the first time.  

➢ Lenovo has been named as FIFA's official technology partner for the 2026 men's World Cup and the 

2027 women's World Cup 

➢ BPCL Partners with Indian Olympic Association as Principal Sponsor from Paris 2024 to Los 
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Q.6. Which bank has completed the divestment of 13.18% stake in Yes Bank to Japan's Sumitomo Mitsui 

Banking Corporation (SMBC) for Rs 8,889 crore? 

 A) Punjab National Bank  B) ICICI Bank  

 C) State Bank of India  D) HDFC Bank 

  Answer : C   .   

✓ SBI completes divestment of 13.18% stake in Yes Bank to Japan's SMBC for ₹8,889 crore. 

✓ State Bank of India (SBI) has finalized the divestment of a 13.18% stake in Yes Bank to Sumitomo Mitsui 

Banking Corporation (SMBC) for approximately Rs 8,889 crore.  

✓ This transaction involved the sale of 413.44 crore equity shares at Rs 21.50 per share. 

✓ Japan's largest bank had made a Rs 13,483-crore ($1.6 billion) deal to acquire 20% stake in Yes Bank and 

also marking its entry in Indian banking scene. 

✓ SMBC, a wholly-owned subsidiary of Sumitomo Mitsui Financial Group (SMFG), also received the 

Reserve Bank of India's approval to appoint two nominee directors to Yes Bank's board. 

✓ SBI and seven private banks--HDFC Bank, ICICI Bank, Kotak Mahindra, Axis Bank, IDFC First Bank, 

Federal Bank and Bandhan Bank-had signed a definitive agreement to jointly sell 20% stake at Rs 21.50 a 

share. 

Angeles 2028. 

➢ PUMA India has partnered with Indian Olympic Association (IOA) as the official footwear partner 

for the Indian contingent heading to the Paris Olympics 2024. 

➢ Adani Group has been selected as the principal sponsor of the Indian contingent in the upcoming 

2024 Paris Olympics.  

➢ Tata Communications signed a five-year contract with global sports organization World Athletics. 

➢ Puma is the official kit sponsor of the Athletics Federation of India (AFI). 

➢ Aramco company would sponsor major FIFA tournaments until 2027. 

➢ IndusInd Bank, a leading financial institution in India, has announced a significant multi-year 

sponsorship deal with the International Cricket Council (ICC). 

➢ Tata Group Secures IPL Title Sponsorship for Next 5 Years spanning 2024 to 2028. 

➢ Indian Cricket Board announced that the IDFC First Bank has grabbed the title rights for home 

international series of the Board of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI) for three years. 
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Q.7. Which bank has launched UPI-based GST payment facility on the portal? 

 A) Indian Overseas Bank  B) Kotak Mahindra Bank  

 C) South Indian Bank D) Bank of Baroda 

  Answer : C    .   

✓ South Indian Bank launches UPI-based GST payment facility on the GST portal 

✓ The new service will enable taxpayers to make GST payments seamlessly using UPI 

✓ The new service will enable taxpayers across India to make GST payments seamlessly using UPI through 

QR codes and VPA IDs 

Q.8. Which countries started the ‘Freedom Edge’ military exercise? 

 A) USA, South Korea and Japan B) China, India and Russia  

 C) USA, Japan and Australia  D) Australia, France and Russia 

YES BANK IN NEWS 2025 
➢ SBI completes divestment of 13.18% stake in Yes Bank to Japan's SMBC for ₹8,889 crore. 

➢ Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has approved Sumitomo Mitsui Banking Corporation's (SMBC) 

acquisition of up to 24.99% stake in Yes Bank. 

➢ Fintech firm Finvasia, in collaboration with YES Bank, has launched Jumpp, an AI-powered 

financial super app aimed at simplifying digital finance. 

➢ Yes Bank has partnered with Vegapay to launch a new platform called 'Credit Line on UPI'.  

➢ SBI is planning to sell its 24 per cent stake in YES Bank, worth Rs 18,420 crore ($2.2 billion) by the 

end of March 2025. 

➢ YES BANK 

➢ Founded : 2004 

➢ Founder : Rana Kapoor and Ashok Kapoor 

➢ Headquarters : Mumbai, Maharashtra 

➢ Chairman : Sunil Mehta 

➢ MD & CEO : Prashant Kumar 

➢ YES BANK launches new logo, to roll out campaign 'Life Ko Banao Rich'. 
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  Answer : A   .   

✓ USA, South Korea, Japan started the ‘Freedom Edge’ military exercise. 

✓ United States, South Korea, and Japan began their joint air and naval exercise "Freedom Edge" near 

South Korea’s Jeju Island. 

✓ The objective of this large-scale exercise is to promote trilateral defense cooperation against North Korea’s 

growing nuclear and missile threats. 

Q.9. Under this policy, how many geothermal energy sites have been identified in India?  

 A) 410 B) 381 

 C) 516 D) 318 

  Answer : B  .  

✓ Ministry of New and Renewable Energy notified its first national policy on geothermal energy, under 

which 381 hot springs with a capacity of 10,600 megawatts have been identified across the country. 

✓ Ministry of New and Renewable Energy of the Government of India notified its first national policy on 

geothermal energy, which laid out a framework for exploration, resource assessment, and project 

development across the country. 

✓ According to the Ministry of New and Renewable Energy (MNRE), the Geological Survey of India (GSI) 

has so far identified 381 hot springs spread across 10 geothermal areas including Ladakh, Himachal 

Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Arunachal Pradesh, Sikkim, Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh, Gujarat, Odisha, 

Maharashtra, and Telangana, with surface temperatures ranging from 35°C to 89°C. 

✓ MNRE said that 100 percent foreign direct investment (FDI) is allowed in the geothermal energy sector, 

with the main focus on indigenous technology development to reduce dependence on imports. 

✓ This policy has been designed to make geothermal energy an important part of the country’s renewable 

energy mix and to achieve India’s ambitious goal of net-zero emissions by 2070. 

✓ About geothermal energy 

✓ India has a capacity of 10,600 megawatts of electricity generation as assessed by the Geological Survey of 

India (GSI), which is enough to power 10 million homes. 

✓ Major projects include a 20-kilowatt pilot plant at Manuguru, Telangana, and a 1-megawatt project by 

ONGC in Puga Valley, Ladakh. 
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✓ India has signed agreements for geothermal energy cooperation with countries like Iceland (2007), Saudi 

Arabia (2019), and with the USA (2023) under the Renewable Energy Technology Action Platform 

(RETAP). 

✓ Geothermal energy is heat derived from the Earth (Geo = Earth, Thermal = Heat). 

Q.10. Who became India’s first-ever Speed Skating World Champion by winning gold in the senior men’s 

1000m sprint at the 2025 World Championships? 

 A) Anandkumar Velkumar B) Krish Sharma 

 C) Rohan Bopanna D) Chandra Kumar 

  Answer : A   .   

✓ Anandkumar Velkumar created history by becoming India’s first-ever Speed Skating World Champion at 

the 2025 World Championships in Beidaihe, China.  

✓ He won gold in the senior men’s 1000m sprint with a timing of 1:24.924.  

✓ This achievement followed his bronze medal in the 500m sprint, making him the first Indian to medal in 

the senior category at this prestigious event.  

✓ Alongside him, Krish Sharma added glory by winning gold in the junior 1000m sprint. 

Q.11.  Which district in Bihar secured first rank in the INSPIRE Award Scheme of the Ministry of Science 

and Technology? 

 A) Bhagalpur B) Gaya 

 C) Muzaffarpur D) Darbhanga 

  Answer : C    .   

✓ Muzaffarpur district of Bihar secured first rank in the INSPIRE Award Scheme of the Ministry of Science 

and Technology, Government of India.  

✓ A record 7,403 students submitted innovative ideas, surpassing Bengaluru Urban (7,306) and Bagalkot, 

Karnataka (6,826).  

✓ Under INSPIRE, students from Class 6–10 get ₹10,000 to develop innovative models, later exhibited up to 

the National Level Exhibition (NLEPC).  

✓ Selected top 60 ideas are displayed at Rashtrapati Bhavan, where the President honours students.  

✓ Ideas must be novel, practical, socially useful, and eco-friendly, e.g., water conservation, renewable 

energy, pollution control, and assistive devices. 
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Q.12.  The National Makhana Board was launched in which state? 

 A) Bihar B) Uttar Pradesh 

 C) Odisha D) Gujarat 

  Answer : A    .   

✓ Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched the National Makhana Board in Purnea, Bihar.  

✓ A development package of about ₹475 crore has been approved for the makhana sector.  

✓ Makhana, scientifically called Euryale ferox and also known as fox nut, is an aquatic crop grown in 

stagnant ponds and wetlands.  

✓ Its edible seeds are small, round, and black to brown, earning it the name ‘Black Diamond.’  

✓ Bihar produces nearly 90% of India’s makhana, especially Mithilanchal and Seemanchal regions.  

✓ It is also grown in Assam, Manipur, West Bengal, Tripura, Odisha, and countries like Nepal, Bangladesh, 

China, Japan, and Korea.  

✓ In 2022, Mithila Makhana received a Geographical Indication (GI) tag 

Q.13.  Promotion of Research and Innovation in Pharma MedTech sector (PRIP) Scheme has been 

launched by which ministry? 

 A) Ministry of Chemicals and Fertilizers 

 B) Ministry of Cooperation 

 C) Ministry of Rural Development 

 D) Ministry of Corporate Affairs 

  Answer : A    .   

✓ The Central Government is all set to launch the Promotion of Research and Innovation in Pharma 

MedTech (PRIP) scheme in September 2025.  

✓ The scheme aims to boost domestic innovation and R&D in key sectors, including pharmaceuticals and 

medical tech.  

✓ The scheme was announced in August 2023 and has a financial outlay of ₹5000 crore. Out of the total 

outlay, around ₹4250 crore will be used exclusively for strengthening the R&D ecosystem in the country. 

✓ The scheme will provide 30-50% funding support, depending on the nature of the new projects, and will 

cover both early and late-stage innovations. 
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✓ The five - year scheme cover six areas: generics and biosimilars, precision medicine , medical devices, 

orphan drugs , drug development for antimicrobial resistance, and new chemical entities. 

✓ The PRIP Scheme, launched by the Ministry of Chemicals and Fertilizers, aims to make India a global 

leader in Pharma-MedTech R&D 

Q.14.  Who was appointed Managing Director & Chief Executive Officer (MD & CEO) of the 

International Asset Reconstruction Company (IARC) in September 2025? 

 A) Amitabh Chaudhry B) Abhishek Maheshwari 

 C) Vishakha Mulye D) Rajnish Kumar 

  Answer : B    .   

✓ International Asset Reconstruction Company appoints Abhishek Maheshwari as Managing Director & 

CEO. 

✓ International Asset Reconstruction Company (IARC) has announced, the appointment of Abhishek 

Maheshwari as its new Managing Director & Chief Executive Officer.  

✓ Founded in 2002 following the passage of India’s SARFAESI Act, today IARC is well-established among 

India’s leading asset reconstruction companies, and maintains offices in New Delhi, Mumbai, and 

Chennai. 

 

Q.1. Which of the following card type cannot be used for cash withdrawal at PoS terminals? 

 A) VISA Debit Cards 

 B) MasterCard 

 C) Credit Card 

 D) Rupay Card 

  Answer : C   .     

Q.2. Where is the headquarters of Institute for Development and Research in Banking Technology 

(IDBRT) located? 

 A) Mumbai B) Chennai 

 C) Hyderabad D) Delhi 

  Answer : C    . 
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Q.3. Who regulates a company based Infrastructure Debt Fund (IDF)? 

 A) RBI 

 B) SEBI 

 C) NABARD 

 D) NHB 

  Answer : A   .   

Q.4. Who regulates a trust based Infrastructure Debt Fund (IDF)? 

 A) RBI B) SEBI 

 C) NABARD D) NHB 

  Answer : B    .   

Q.5. In 1969, those banks were nationalized whose deposits were more than _. 

 A) Rs 100 crore 

 B) Rs 200 crore 

 C) Rs 50 crore 

 D) Rs 10 crore 

  Answer : C   .   

✓ The Government nationalised 14 banks (with effect from the midnight of 19 July 1969) with deposits 

of over Rs.50 crore by promulgating the Banking Companies (Acquisition and Transfer of 

Undertakings) Ordinance, 1969. 

Q.6. In 1980, those banks were nationalized whose deposits were more than _. 

 A) Rs 500 crore 

 B) Rs 100 crore 

 C) Rs 200 crore 

 D) Rs 50 crore 

  Answer : C   .   

✓ Six banks, viz, Andhra Bank, Corporation Bank, New Bank of India, Oriental Bank of Commerce, 

Punjab and Sind Bank, and Vijaya Bank with deposit liabilities of Rs.200 crore and above were 

nationalised in April 1980 
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Q.7. What is the minimum paid up capital requirement for a bank to be eligible for inclusion in the 

Second Schedule to the Reserve Bank of India Act, 1934? 

 A) Rs 50 lakh B) Rs 10 lakh 

 C) Rs 15 lakh D) Rs 5 lakh 

  Answer : D   . 

✓ A scheduled bank is one that is listed in the second schedule of RBI Act, 1934. Banks having paid up 

capital of at least Rs 5 lakh are eligible for inclusion in the Second Schedule to the Reserve Bank of 

India Act, 1934. 

Q.8. How many types of Priority Sector Lending Certificates are there in India? 

 A) 3 B) 4 

 C) 5 D) 6 

  Answer : B   .  

✓ Four type- PSLC Agriculture, PSLC SF/MF, PSLC Micro Enterprises and PSLC General 

Q.9. The range of Statutory Liquidity Ratio (SLR) that RBI can prescribe can vary between 0% to ____ 

%. 

 A) 20 B) 30 

 C) 40 D) 50 

  Answer : C   . 

Q.10. What is the maximum compensation under the Banking Ombudsman Scheme of RBI? 

 A) Rs 10 lakh B) Rs 5 lakh 

 C) Rs 20 lakh D) Rs 1 lakh 

  Answer : C   . 
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