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support, and respect. Your numerous messages urging me to join YouTube have been 

instrumental in boosting my confidence and inspiring me to take the plunge. "Your 

support and love mean the world to me. They provide me the strength and courage to 

overcome any challenge that comes my way. Knowing that you're always there for me 

is everything. Please continue to be my rock and support me through thick and thin." 
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Q.1. Which institution primarily led the development of AILA (Artificially Intelligent Lab Assistant)? 

 A) MIT B) Stanford University 

 C) IIT Delhi D) Aalborg University 

  Answer : C   .   

✓ IIT Delhi researchers recently developed an AI- Agent AILA- Artificially Intelligent Lab Assistant. 

✓ About Artificially Intelligent Lab Assistant (AILA): 

✓ It is an AI agent which can independently run complex scientific experiments, analyse results, and make 

decisions in real time. 

✓ It was developed by IIT Delhi researchers in collaboration with scientists from Denmark and Germany. 

✓ Unlike earlier AI tools that mainly helped with writing or data analysis, AILA works directly with 

laboratory instruments. 

✓ It can operate real scientific equipment, particularly the Atomic Force Microscope (AFM), one of the most 

delicate and complex instruments used to study materials at the nano scale. 

IIT IN NEWS 2025 
➢ IIT Delhi develops AI Lab Assistant “AILA” to conduct real scientific experiment. 

➢ IIT Bombay Develops India’s First Quantum Diamond Microscope to Aid Neuroscience & 

Materials Research. 

➢ India is establishment of four state-of-the-art quantum fabrication and central facilities worth Rs 720 

crore across three IITs (Delhi, Bombay and Kanpur) and IISc-Bengaluru under the National 

Quantum Mission (NQM). 

➢ India Post has opened its first Gen Z-themed Post Office at the IIT Delhi campus as part of a 

modernization initiative. 

➢ QS Sustainability Rankings 2026, published by Top Universities, Lund University (Sweden) is 

ranked first globally. For India, the Indian Institute of Technology Delhi is the highest-ranked at 

205th globally 

➢ Centre for Development of Telematics (C-DOT) sets up a Centre of Excellence at IIT Gandhinagar. 
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➢ Indian Institutes of Technology (IITs) are going global, with Nigeria soon to host the first IIT 

campus in West Africa. 

➢ India's first indigenously designed 7-nanometer "Shakti" computer processor is slated for completion 

by 2028, a project led by IIT Madras. 

➢ Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman inaugurated the BioNEST Incubation Centre at IIT 

Dharwad, emphasising the need for green innovation and industry-academia collaboration. 

➢ IIT Madras-incubated Muse Wearables partners with NPCI to launch India’s first wearable 

payments ecosystem. 

➢ IIT (ISM) Dhanbad is partnering with the University of Cambridge to establish a satellite campus of 

the UK–India Critical Minerals Supply Chain Observatory. 

➢ The NaMo Semiconductor Laboratory was established at IIT Bhubaneswar. 

➢ IIT-Madras nominated as UN Centre of Excellence for AI by Indian government, aiming to bridge 

global AI capacity gap. 

➢ National Institutional Ranking Framework (NIRF) 2025: IIT Madras tops overall rankings for 7th 

year, IISc Bengaluru best university for 10th time 

➢ Overall top 5:- 

➢ 1. IIT Madras  

➢ 2. IISc Bengaluru  

➢ 3. IIT Bombay  

➢ 4. IIT Delhi  

➢ 5. IIT Kanpur 

➢ Vizhinjam port collaborated with IIT Madras for developing a cutting-edge AI-powered Vessel 

Traffic Management (VTM) system 

➢ IIT Madras has developed India's first silicon photonics-based Quantum Random Number 

Generator (QRNG), which it then licensed to Indrarka Quantum Technologies for commercial use 

in a Rs. 1 crore deal. 

➢ Bihar ties up with IIT Delhi to train engineers in AI-powered bridge design and monitoring 

➢ IIT Madras has launched Asia's largest Shallow Wave Basin Research Facility 

➢ IIT Guwahati researchers developed a bamboo-polymer composite as an eco-friendly alternative to 

plastic in vehicle interiors.  
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Q.2. Which of the following is the name of India's first indigenously designed and built Pollution 

Control Vessel (PCV) inducted by the Indian Coast Guard? 

 A) ICGS Samudra Prahari B) ICGS Samudra Paheredar 

 C) ICGS Samudra Pratap D) ICGS Sarathi 

  Answer : C  .   

✓ Indian Coast Guard inducted the first in-built Pollution Control Vessel (PCV), Samudra Pratap under the 

02 PCV project of Goa Shipyard Limited. 

✓ About  Samudra Pratap: 

✓ It is the first indigenously designed and built Pollution Control Vessel of the Indian Coast Guard. 

✓ Induction Date: Formally inducted into the Indian Coast Guard on December 23, 2025. 

✓ Manufacturer: Built by Goa Shipyard Limited (GSL). 

✓ Significance: It is the first vessel of its kind to be entirely designed and built in-house in India, marking a 

major milestone for "Atmanirbhar Bharat". 

✓ Project Details: Part of a two-ship contract (02 PCV project) worth approximately ₹583 crore. The second 

vessel, Samudra Prachet, was launched in July 2025. 

✓ Technical Specifications: 

✓ Length: 114.5 meters. 

✓ Displacement: 4,170 tonnes. 

✓ Indigenous Content: Over 60–72%. 

✓ Capabilities: Equipped with a Dynamic Positioning System (DP-1), side-sweeping arms for oil recovery, 

and a 30mm CRN-91 naval gun.  

➢ IIT Madras has made India's lightest wheelchair called YD One. 

➢ DRDO and IIT Hyderabad unveiled India’s largest metal 3D printing machine for rocket 

components. It was developed at the DRDO-Industry-Academia Centre of Excellence (DIA-CoE) at 

IIT Hyderabad. 

➢ IIT Madras has announced a collaboration with the Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers’ Welfare 

on Project VISTAAR (Virtually Integrated System to Access Agricultural Resources). 
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✓ While ICGS Samudra Prahari (2010) and ICGS Samudra Paheredar (2012) were the ICG's first pollution 

control vessels, ICGS Samudra Pratap (2025) is the first to be fully indigenously designed and built from 

the ground up by an Indian shipyard. 

INDIA'S FIRST IN NEWS 2025 
➢ India's first "Quantum City" (Q-City) was unveiled in Bengaluru, Karnataka. 

➢ Ananth Technologies has received permission from IN-SPACe to launch India's first private satellite 

broadband service. 

➢ India's first privately built PSLV rocket by HAL-L&T is ready to launch the Oceansat satellite in 

early 2026. 

➢ Bannerghatta Biological Park (BBP) in Bengaluru is set to become India's first fully solar-powered 

zoo 

➢ India's first cheetah safari opened to the public on October 1, 2025, at Kuno National Park in 

Madhya Pradesh 

➢ India's first 25-qubit quantum processing unit (QPU), named "QpiAI-Indus," was developed by the 

startup QpiAI. 

➢ India's first defence electric vehicle (EV), named the "VEER", was developed by the Bengaluru-based 

deep-tech mobility company Pravaig Dynamics.  

➢ Lxme, a financial platform for women, has indeed launched LxmePay, which it identifies as India's 

first Unified Payments Interface (UPI) designed exclusively for women. 

➢ India's first indigenously designed 7-nanometer computer processor, named 'Shakti', is expected to 

be ready by 2028. Developed by a team at IIT Madras. 

➢ CotoPay powered by NPCI’s e-RUPI platform launches India’s First e-RUPI Voucher Issuance 

Stack for Businesses 

➢ Muse Wearables, an IIT-Madras incubated startup, has partnered with NPCI to launch India's first 

wearable payments ecosystem, featuring a smart ring called "Ring One". 

➢ Indore is the first city in India to use a 60-megawatt (MW) solar power plant, funded by green 

bonds, to power its water supply system 

➢ Chhattisgarh government declared Balod district as the first in India to be officially free of child 

marriages under the 'Child Marriage-Free India' campaign. 

➢ India’s first dedicated space astronomy observatory, AstroSat, completed 10 years of operation on 28 
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September 2025. It was launched on 28 September 2015 by PSLV-C30 (Polar Satellite Launch 

Vehicle-C30) XL from Satish Dhawan Space Centre, Sriharikota.  

➢ Fintech Association for consumer Empowerment (FACE) , India's first self - regulatory organisation 

for Fintech (SRO-FT) sector 

➢ The Cochin International Airport (CIAL) is both India's first airport built under a Public-Private 

Partnership (PPP) model and the world's first fully solar-powered airport. 

➢ India's first large private gold mine is the Jonnagiri Gold Mine in the Kurnool district of Andhra 

Pradesh 

➢ India's first bamboo-based bioethanol plant was inaugurated in Numaligarh, Assam. 

➢ India's First Port-Based Green Hydrogen Project Launched at ...India has launched its first port-

based Green Hydrogen Pilot Project at the V.O. Chidambaranar (VOC) Port in Thoothukudi, Tamil 

Nadu. 

➢ A consortium led by Pixxel, including SatSure, PierSight, and Dhruva Space, won a contract from 

the Indian National Space Promotion and Authorisation Centre (IN-SPACe) to build India's first 

indigenous commercial Earth Observation (EO) satellite constellation 

➢ India's first state-of-the-art Animal Stem Cell Biobank and Laboratory has been established at the 

National Institute of Animal Biotechnology (NIAB) in Hyderabad. 

➢ Skyroot Aerospace has achieved a crucial milestone for its Vikram-1 rocket by successfully static-

firing the Kalam-1200 booster stage. 

➢ India's first Prime Minister, Jawaharlal Nehru, holds the record for the longest-serving PM in 

consecutive terms, at 16 years and 286 days, from August 15, 1947, to May 27, 1964. 

➢ Narendra Modi overtook Indira Gandhi to become the second longest serving prime minister of 

India in consecutive terms. 

➢ India's first dedicated wildlife corridor has been built by NHAI on the Delhi-Mumbai Expressway, 

near the Ranthambore Tiger Reserve 

➢ India's first AI-powered traffic system, the Advanced Traffic Management System (ATMS), has been 

launched on the Dwarka Expressway in Delhi. 

➢ Adani New Industries Limited (ANIL) has commissioned India's first off-grid 5-megawatt green 

hydrogen pilot plant in Kutch, Gujarat 

➢ India's first manned deep ocean mission 'Samudrayaan' into a 6,000-metre depth using the manned 
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Q.3. Consider the following statements regarding the PM-SETU scheme: 

 1. It is a central sector scheme, fully funded by the Central Government. 

 2. It aims to upgrade 1,000 government ITIs using a hub-and-spoke model. 

 3. The scheme has a total financial outlay of ₹60,000 crore.  

 Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 A) 2 and 3 only B) 1, 2, and 3 

 C) 2 only D) 1 and 3 only 

  Answer : A    .   

✓ Ministry of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship has invited industry leaders to participate in the PM-

SETU scheme. 

✓ About PM-SETU Scheme: 

✓ Pradhan Mantri Skilling and Employability Transformation through Upgraded ITIs (PM-SETU) is 

a Centrally Sponsored Scheme launched to strengthen India’s vocational training ecosystem. 

✓ It aims to modernise the ITI ecosystem by upgrading 1000 government ITIs across India into modern, 

industry-aligned training institutions 

✓ Implementation: It is implemented as a hub-and-spoke model. 

✓ Nodal Ministry: Ministry of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship 

✓ Components of PM-SETU Scheme: 

✓ Introduce new, demand-driven courses and revamp existing ones in collaboration with industry; 

✓ Special Purpose Vehicles: Set up Special Purpose Vehicles (SPVs) with credible Anchor Industry Partners 

to manage clusters and ensure outcome-based training; 

✓ Create pathways for long-term diplomas, short-term courses, and executive programs; 

✓ Strengthen 5 National Skill Training Institutes in – Bhubaneswar (Odisha), Chennai (Tamil Nadu), 

Hyderabad (Telangana), Kanpur (Uttar Pradesh), Ludhiana (Punjab), as Centres of Excellence with global 

partnerships. 

✓ The initiative is backed by global co-financing from the World Bank and Asian Development Bank. 

submersible vehicle 'Matsya' is expected to be launched by the end of 2026 

http://www.aparchitexamwarriors.com/
https://t.me/joinchat/AAAAAE8dn2HB6sDtwXmGFg
https://m.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=114372970613721&substory_index=0&id=103828281668190
https://www.instagram.com/aparchitexamwarriors/
https://youtube.com/@aparchitexamwarriors?si=vbFoDBI8X3mEL0Gx


 

Follow us: Official Site, Telegram, Facebook, Instagram, Youtube 14 

 

Q.4. Consider the following statements regarding the Pradhan Mantri Rashtriya Bal Puraskar (PMRBP) 

2025: 

 1. The award is organized and presented annually by the Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports. 

 2. Any Indian citizen residing in India between the ages of 5 and 18 years (as of July 31, 2025) is 

eligible for nomination. 

 3. The award is given for exceptional achievements in fields including Bravery, Science & 

Technology, Environment, and Arts & Culture. 

 4. Each awardee receives a medal, a certificate, and a cash prize of ₹10 Lakh. 

 Which of the statements given above are CORRECT? 

 A) 1, 2, and 3 only B) 2 and 3 only 

 C) 2, 3, and 4 only D) 1, 2, 3, and 4 

  Answer : B   .   

✓ President of India to confer the Pradhan Mantri Rashtriya Bal Puraskar (PMRBP) to children who have 

demonstrated outstanding achievements in diverse fields on 'Veer Bal Diwas'. 

✓ About Pradhan Mantri Rashtriya Bal Puraskar: 

✓ It is a prestigious national honour conferred annually by the Government of India. 

✓ It is awarded to children for exceptional excellence in Bravery, Art & Culture, Environment, Social 

Service, Science & Technology, and Sports. 

✓ The Pradhan Mantri Rashtriya Bal Puraskar organized by the Ministry of Women and Child 

Development Government of India. 

✓ Eligibility for Pradhan Mantri Rashtriya Bal Puraskar 

✓ A child should be an Indian Citizen. 

✓ Age: A child above the age of 5 years and not exceeding 18 years (as of 31st July of respective year). 

✓ The act/incident/achievement should have been within 2 years of the last date of receipt of 

application/nomination for the year of consideration. 

✓ The number of awards will be 25, however, any relaxation to this maximum number may be permitted at 

the discretion of the National Selection Committee. 

✓ Each awardee will receive a medal, certificate and citation booklet. 

 

http://www.aparchitexamwarriors.com/
https://t.me/joinchat/AAAAAE8dn2HB6sDtwXmGFg
https://m.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=114372970613721&substory_index=0&id=103828281668190
https://www.instagram.com/aparchitexamwarriors/
https://youtube.com/@aparchitexamwarriors?si=vbFoDBI8X3mEL0Gx


 

Follow us: Official Site, Telegram, Facebook, Instagram, Youtube 15 

 

Q.5. What is the approximate operational range of the Akash-NG missile system as of 2025? 

 A) 10–20 km B) 25–30 km 

 C) 60–80 km D) 150–200 km 

  Answer : C   .   

✓ Defence Research and Development Organization (DRDO) completed the User Evaluation Trials (UETs) 

of Akash-New Generation (NG) surface-to-air missile system at the Integrated Test Range in Chandipur, 

Odisha. 

✓ About Akash-NG Missile System 

✓ The Akash-NG (New Generation) is a state-of-the-art, medium-range surface-to-air missile (SAM). 

✓ Developed by: It has been indigenously developed by the Defence Research and Development Laboratory 

(DRDL), in collaboration with other laboratories of DRDO. 

✓ Produced by: Bharat Electronics Limited (BEL) and Bharat Dynamics Limited (BDL) participated as 

production agencies. 

✓ Key features 

✓ Range: It’s extended range of 70-80 km compared to older Akash variants. 

✓ Technology: It features an AESA (Active Electronically Scanned Array) radar, indigenously 

developed Radio Frequency (RF) seeker. 

DRDO IN NEWS 2025 
➢ DRDO and France’s DGA Sign Technical Agreement to Deepen Defence R&D Collaboration. 

➢ The Naval Science & Technological Laboratory (NSTL), Visakhapatnam, under DRDO, has 

developed a new generation of Man-portable Autonomous Underwater Vehicles (MP-AUVs) 

➢ DRDO won BusinessLine's Changemaker of the Year Award in September 2025 for its development 

of strategic indigenous technologies. 

➢ DRDO in collaboration with the Strategic Forces Command (SFC), has carried out the successful 

launch of Intermediate Range Agni-Prime Missile from a Rail based Mobile launcher system. 

➢ This next-generation missile is designed to travel up to 2000 kilometers. 

➢ DRDO conducted two consecutive successful flight-tests of Pralay missile from Dr APJ Abdul 

Kalam island off the coast of Odisha. 

➢ The missile has a range of 150-500 km and can be launched from a mobile launcher. 
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Q.6. What new application did PayNearby launch following the TPAP approval?  

 A) PayNearby Pro B) PayNearby Wallet 

 C) PayNearby Saathi D) PayNearby Connect 

  Answer : C   .   

✓ PayNearby Secures TPAP License from NPCI; Launches PayNearby Saathi App. 

✓ PayNearby, leading Indian fintech company, secured Third-Party Application Provider(TPAP) 

license from the National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI), allowing the fintech major to offer 

Unified Payments Interface (UPI) services directly through its own platform. 

✓ After receiving the NPCI’s approval, the company introduced the ‘PayNearby Saathi’ application (app). 

✓ The app supports UPI-assisted onboarding and usage through the company’s existing retail network and 

Digital Naaris, who support customers with digital financial services in local areas. 

➢ The Air Defence unit of the Indian Army conducted a successful user trial of the DRDO developed 

air defence system, Akash Prime, in Ladakh at an altitude of 15,000 feet. 

➢ DRDO has successfully conducted the final user trial of the indigenously developed Extended Range 

Anti-Submarine Rocket (ERASR) from the Indian Naval Ship (INS) Kavaratti.  

➢ The Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) has successfully tested its Long-

Range Glide Bomb, Gaurav, off the coast of Odisha. The smart bomb was dropped from the Indian 

Air Force's Su-30 MK-I fighter plane. 

➢ DRDO has successfully carried out flight-trials of Unmanned Aerial Vehicle Launched Precision 

Guided Missile (ULPGM)-V3 at the National Open Area Range (NOAR) test range in Kurnool, 

Andhra Pradesh. 

➢ DRDO and Indian Air Force (IAF) successfully conducted the flight-test of indigenous Beyond 

Visual Range Air-to-Air missile (BVRAAM) ‘Astra’ equipped with indigenous Radio Frequency 

(RF) Seeker from Su-30 Mk-I platform off the coast of Chandipur, Odisha, on 11 July 2025. 

➢ Astra is a Beyond-Visual-Range Air-to-Air missile (BVRAAM) with a range exceeding 100 kms. 

➢ Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) 

➢ Founded : 1 January 1958 

➢ Headquarters : New Delhi 

➢ Motto : "Strength's Origin is in Knowledge" 

➢ Chairman : Sameer V Kamat 
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✓ This new app is designed to provide UPI-enabled savings accounts and payments, and investment 

products like: Fixed Deposit (FD)/Recurring Deposit (RD)/Gold/Mutual Funds(MFs). 

✓ The app also features BHASHa INterface for India (BHASHINI), the Government of India supported 

Artificial Intelligence (AI)-driven speech technology platform, enabling users to speak in their preferred 

language, raise queries, and receive instant response. 

Q.7. What is the primary basis for evaluating eligibility for the Axis Bank Digital Merchant Cash 

Advance? 

 A) Three years of audited Balance Sheets 

 B) Real-time cash-flow intelligence and digital data 

 C) Fixed asset collateral value 

 D) Personal property guarantee 

  Answer : B  .   

✓ Axis Bank Launches’ Digital Merchant Cash Advance Loans’ for MSMEs. 

✓ Axis Bank has launched a new digital loan product ‘Digital Merchant Cash Advance Loans’ for 

Micro,Small, and Medium Enterprises (MSMEs). 

✓ It is designed specifically to cater the cash flow requirements of small merchants. 

✓ Loan Range: Unsecured loans ranging from ₹2 lakh to ₹20 lakh. 

✓ Repayment Model: Uses an Everyday Instalment (EDI) model where small daily payments are linked to 

the merchant’s actual sales rather than fixed monthly EMIs. 

✓ Speed: Instant credit decisions within minutes through a fully digital, paperless process. 

✓ Collateral: Zero collateral or guarantee required. 

AXIS BANK IN NEWS 2025 
➢ Axis Bank has partnered with Hitachi Payment Services to launch "Express Banking," a new Digital 

Banking Point in India. 

➢ Reserve Bank of India (RBI) recently issued a 'letter of caution' to Axis Bank for non-compliance 

with Know Your Customer (KYC) norms.  

➢ Axis Bank, in collaboration with Freecharge, has unveiled Credit on UPI with Gold Loans – India’s 

first gold-backed credit line accessible through the UPI. 
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Q.8. Where was India’s first Virtual Reality Mine Simulator (VRMS) developed? 

 A) IIT Bombay B) IIT (ISM) Dhanbad 

 C) IIT Madras D) NIT Rourkela 

  Answer : B    .   

✓ India’s first Virtual Reality Mine Simulator (VRMS) was developed through a collaboration between IIT 

(ISM) Dhanbad and Coal India Limited (CIL), along with its subsidiaries.  

➢ In the fiscal year 2025, the State Bank of India (SBI) recorded the highest number of customer 

complaints among all Indian banks, while Axis Bank led among private lenders, according to their 

business responsibility and sustainability reports. 

➢ SBI received over 6.87 lakh complaints & Axis Bank's 4.97 lakh complaints. 

➢ Axis Bank has launched a ‘Lock FD’ feature for safeguarding customers’ Fixed Deposits (FDs) from 

rising digital frauds by allowing them to restrict FD closures through digital means. 

➢ Axis Bank names Neeraj Gambhir as Executive Director for a 3-year term. 

➢ Axis Bank has partnered with JP Morgan to offer real time US dollar payment capabilities to 

commercial clients in the Country 

➢ Axis Bank and super.money Launch Co-Branded RuPay Credit Card for Seamless UPI Payments. 

➢ Axis Bank has become the first Indian bank to launch 24/7 near-real-time programmable USD 

clearing capabilities using J.P. Morgan’s Kinexys Digital Payments platform. 

➢ Reserve Bank of India has approved the re-appointment of Amitabh Chaudhry as the Managing 

Director & CEO of the Axis Bank, for a period of three years w.e.f. January 1, 2025 till December 

31, 2027 

➢ AXIS BANK 

➢ Founded : 1993 

➢ HQ : Mumbai, Maharashtra 

➢ Chairman : Rakesh Makhija 

➢ MD & CEO : Amitabh Chaudhary 

➢ Tagline : Badhti Ka naam Zindagi 
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✓ It is designed to enhance safety and productivity in coal mining operations by providing immersive 

training for workers.  

✓ Union Minister G Kishan Reddy, Ministry of Coal and Ministry of Mines (MoM), inaugurated a Centre 

of Excellence (CoE) under the National Critical Minerals Mission (NCMM) and India’s first Virtual 

Reality Mine Simulator (VRMS) at Indian Institute of Technology (IIT)-Dhanbad, also known as Indian 

School of Mines (ISM), in Dhanbad, Jharkhand. 

✓ He also inaugurated two flagship projects of Bharat Coking Coal Limited (BCCL) in Dhanbad. 

✓ It is developed by IIT Dhanbad in collaboration with Coal India Limited (CIL) and its subsidiaries 

Northern Coalfields Limited (NCL) and Eastern Coalfields Limited (ECL). 

✓ The simulator features a 360-degree immersive Virtual Reality (VR) theatre, which recreates real mining 

environments using actual mine data. 

✓ The 20-Megawatt (MW) Dugdha Solar Power Project was inaugurated in the Dugdha region of Bokaro 

(Jharkhand). 

Q.9. Under the Petroleum and Natural Gas (P&NG) Rules, 2025, what is the maximum time limit for 

the government to decide on a petroleum lease application? 

 A) 90 days B) 120 days 

 C) 180 days D) 365 days 

  Answer : C   .   

✓ The Petroleum and Natural Gas (P&NG) Rules, 2025, were officially notified in December 2025 to 

modernize India's upstream exploration and production (E&P) framework.  

✓ These rules replace the outdated Petroleum Concession Rules, 1949, and the Petroleum and Natural Gas 

Rules, 1959.  

✓ The Government of India (GoI) notified the new ‘Petroleum and Natural Gas (P&NG) Rules, 2025’, 

introducing a revised regulatory framework designed to attract investment and simplify operations in 

India’s oil and gas sector.  

✓ The announcement was made by Union Minister Hardeep Singh Puri, Ministry of Petroleum and Natural 

Gas. 

✓ Single Licence: Under the new framework, companies will now operate through a single petroleum lease 

replacing the earlier system of multiple licences. 
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✓ The single-lease system simplifies procedures by reducing red tape and enables lessees to manage all stages 

of hydrocarbon operations under a single authorisation. 

✓ Lease Tenure: The new framework provides lease tenures of up to 30 years and be extended for the full 

economic life of a field. 

✓ Financial Penalties: Criminal penalties for violations have been eliminated and replaced with higher 

financial penalties of Rs 25 lakh, with an additional Rs 10 lakh per day for continued non-compliance. 

✓ The new rules also stipulate a time limit on approvals. Applications for petroleum leases must be decided 

within 180 days, ensuring timely approvals. 

✓ Competent Authority: The Oil Industry Safety Directorate has been designated as the competent 

authority for offshore safety, audits and standard-setting across exploration and production activities. 

Q.10. Which institution did the Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) sign a 

Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with in December 2025 for collaboration in defence and 

internal security research and training? 

 A) Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) Delhi 

 B) National Defence College (NDC) 

 C) Rashtriya Raksha University (RRU) 

 D) Army Training Command (ARTRAC) 

  Answer : C  .  

✓ DRDO Signs MoU with RRU to Enhance Collaboration on Defence & Internal Security. 

✓ Defence Research and Development Organization (DRDO), under the Ministry of Defence (MoD), signed 

a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with Rashtriya Raksha University (RRU), under the Ministry of 

Home Affairs (MHA),  to enhance collaboration on defence and internal security. 

Q.11. Which organization recently launched the "NUDGE" campaign to strengthen tax compliance? 

 A) Reserve Bank of India (RBI) 

 B) Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) 

 C) Central Board of Direct Taxes (CBDT) 

 D) NITI Aayog 

  Answer : C   .   
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✓ CBDT Launches NUDGE Campaign for AY 2025-26 Compliance. 

✓ Central Board of Direct Taxes (CBDT), under the Ministry of Finance (MoF), launched a data-driven 

“Non-Intrusive Usage of Data to Guide and Enable (NUDGE)” campaign for Assessment Year (AY) 

2025-26, aimed at improving voluntary tax compliance. 

✓ The campaign primarily uses advanced risk analytics and data matching to flag potential discrepancies in 

filed Income-Tax Returns (ITRs) such as Bogus donations to Registered Unrecognised Political Parties 

(RUPPs) or ineligible deductions or exemptions, incorrect or invalid Permanent Account Numbers 

(PANs), and errors in the amount claimed for eligible deductions or exemptions. 

✓ The revised ITRs can be filed up to 31 December 2025 to avoid further scrutiny, enquiries, or potential 

demand notices. The returns updated after 1 January 2026 may attract additional tax and liabilities. 

✓ Over 15 lakhs revised ITRs filed in AY 2025-26 under the campaign. More than 21 lakh updated returns 

for previous AYs from 2021-22 to 2024-25 were filed. Additional tax of around Rs.2,500 crores has been 

collected. 

✓ About NUDGE 

✓ It was first launched by CBDT in 2024 aimed at identifying potential discrepancies in filed ITRs using 

advanced risk analytics and data matching. 

Q.12.  Who among the following was recently awarded the French government's prestigious 'Knight of the 

Order of Arts and Letters' (Chevalier des Arts et des Lettres) for his contributions to the publishing 

industry and promotion of literature? 

 A) Shah Rukh Khan B) Sanjana Kapoor 

 C) Payal Kapadia D) Ravi Deecee 

  Answer : D    .   

✓ Malayalam Publisher Ravi Deecee Conferred France’s Knight of Arts & Letters. 

✓ Ravi Deecee, Chief Executive Officer (CEO) and Managing Director (MD) of DC Books which is of one 

of India’s prominent Malayalam literary publishing house, was honoured with Chevalier de l’Ordre des 

Arts et des Lettres (Knight of the Order of Arts and Letters), one of France’s highest civilian honours, in 

recognition of  his commitment to multilingualism, literary innovation, and international cultural 

collaboration. 
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✓ Knight of the Order of Arts and Letters, established in 1957 by the French Ministry of Culture, recognises 

individuals who have made significant contributions to the promotion of arts and culture in France and 

around the world. 

✓ It comprises three ranks i.e. Commandeur(Commander), Officier (Officer), and Chevalier (Knight). 

Q.13.  Which state is the host for the inaugural Khelo India Tribal Games 2026? 

 A) Odisha B) Jharkhand 

 C) Chhattisgarh D) Madhya Pradesh 

  Answer : C    .   

✓ Union Minister Dr. Mansukh Mandaviya, Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports (MYAS), unveiled the 

logo, theme song, and mascot for the inaugural edition of the Khelo India Tribal Games (KITG), 

scheduled to be held from 14th February 2026 at the Late B. R. Yadav Sports Stadium in Bilaspur, 

Chhattisgarh. 

✓ The event was attended by the Chief Minister (CM) of Chhattisgarh, Vishnu Deo Sai, and the Deputy 

CM, Arun Sao. 

✓ The inaugural edition will feature seven competitive sports: Archery, Athletics, Football, Hockey, 

Wrestling, Swimming, and Weightlifting. 

✓ Two indigenous sports will be showcased to promote India’s traditional sporting heritage. 

✓ The Games are part of the Khelo India Scheme, which promotes mass participation and sporting 

excellence and was declared an “Event of National Importance” in 2020. 

✓ Scholarship: Selected athletes will receive Rs 5 lakh per year for eight years to support long-term athlete 

development. 

Q.14.  What is the official mascot of the inaugural Khelo India Tribal Games 2026? 

 A) Shera B) Morveer 

 C) Appu D) Veera 

  Answer : B    .   

✓ Mascot: The official mascot is named ‘Morveer’, derived from ‘Mor’ (meaning “mine” or “our own” in 

Chhattisgarhi) and ‘Veer’ (symbolising courage and valour), representing the identity, pride, and spirit of 

India’s tribal communities. 
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✓ Logo: The logo represents the identity and pride of India’s tribal communities while reflecting the official 

Khelo India branding. 

✓ Theme Song: The theme song celebrates the rich cultural heritage and “undying spirit” of tribal athletes, 

aiming to inspire youth from remote regions to join the national sporting framework. 

Q.15.  Vinod Kumar Shukla, who passed away in December 2025, was primarily associated with which 

field? 

 A) Classical Music B) Literature 

 C) Sports  D) Space Science 

  Answer : B    .   

✓ Jnanpith Awardee Hindi Litterateur Vinod Kumar Shukla Passed Away. 

✓ renowned Hindi litterateur and Jnanpith Award awardee Vinod Kumar Shukla passed away at the age of 

88 years in Raipur, Chhattisgarh.  

✓ He was born on 1 January 1937 in Rajnandgaon in Chhattisgarh 

✓ In 2025, he received the 59th Jnanpith Award, becoming the first writer from Chhattisgarh to receive 

India’s highest literary honour. 

✓ About Vinod Kumar Shukla. 

✓ He wrote actively for over five decades and emerged as one of the most influential voices in modern Hindi 

literature. 

✓ His literary journey began in 1971 with the publication of the poetry collection Lagbhag Jai Hind. 

✓ His prominent works include novels Naukar Ki Kameez, Deewar Mein Ek Khidki Rehti Thi, and Khilega 

To Dekhenge, poetry collections Lagbhag Jai Hind and Kavita Se Lambi Kavita, and the short story 

collection Pedon Par Kamra. 

✓ He was awarded the Sahitya Akademi Award in 1999 for ‘Deewar Mein Ek Khidki Rehti Thi’. 

✓ In 2023, he became the first Indian to receive the PEN/Nabokov Award for Achievement in International 

Literature. 

Q.16.  Which of the following prestigious awards was Vinod Kumar Shukla conferred with in 2025? 

 A) Bharat Ratna B) Padma Bhushan 

 C) Jnanpith Award D) Saraswati Samman 

  Answer : C    .   
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✓ Vinod Kumar Shukla was conferred with the 59th Jnanpith Award in 2025. This is India's highest literary 

honor. 

✓ First Poetry Collection: Lagbhag Jai Hind (1971). 

✓ Notable Works: Naukar Ki Kameez (Novel), Deewar Mein Ek Khirkee Rehti Thi (Novel), Sab Kuch 

Hona Bacha Rahega (Poetry). 

Q.17.  Who is the author of the book Sanatan Sanskriti Ki Atal Drishti, recently released by the Vice-

President of India? 

 A) Atal Bihari Vajpayee B) C.P. Radhakrishnan 

 C) Vasudev Devnani D) Nitin Gadkari 

  Answer : C    .   

✓ Vice President of India, C.P. Radhakrishnan released a book titled “Sanatan Sanskriti Ki Atal Drishti”, 

authored by Vasudev Devnani, Speaker of the Rajasthan Legislative Assembly, at the VP’s Enclave in 

New Delhi, Delhi. 

✓ The book pays tribute to former Prime Minister(PM) Bharat Ratna Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee during his 

centenary birth anniversary celebrations. 

✓ The book emphasizes the importance of moral values, cultural heritage, and nation-building, drawing 

inspiration from the vision of former Prime Minister  of India Atal Bihari Vajpayee, whose life exemplified 

dedication, integrity, and leadership rooted in Indian traditions. 

Q.18.  National Farmers Day commemorates the birth anniversary of which former Indian Prime 

Minister? 

 A) Jawaharlal Nehru B) Indira Gandhi 

 C) Chaudhary Charan Singh D) Lal Bahadur Shastri 

  Answer : C    .   

✓ National Farmer’s Day (Kisan Diwas) is observed annually on December 23 to honour farmers’ 

contributions to India’s social and economic development and mark the birth anniversary of Bharat Ratna 

Chaudhary Charan Singh, India’s 5th Prime Minister. 

✓ December 23, 2025 commemorates the 123rd birth anniversary of Chaudhary Charan Singh. 

✓ The first National Farmer’s Day (Kisan Diwas) was observed on December 23, 2001. 

✓ About Chaudhary Charan Singh 
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✓ Born on December 23, 1902, in Noorpur, Meerut district of Uttar Pradesh. 

✓ He served as the 5th PM of India from 1979 to 1980. 

✓ He drafted the Debt Redemption Bill (1939), proposed the Agricultural Produce Marketing Bill (1938), 

and advocated Minimum Support Price (MSP) to protect farmers’ interests. 

✓ He was posthumously awarded the Bharat Ratna, India’s highest civilian award, in 2024, and in his 

honour, the Lucknow Airport was renamed Chaudhary Charan Singh International Airport in 2008. 

✓ He passed away on May 29, 1987, in New Delhi and his memorial, Kisan Ghat, is located in New Delhi. 

Q.19.  When is National Consumer Day observed in India? 

 A) March 15th B) April 24th 

 C) December 24th D) October 1st 

  Answer : C    .   

✓ National Consumer Rights Day, also known as Bharatiya Grahak Diwas or National Consumer Day, is 

annually observed across India on 24 December to promote understanding of consumer rights and 

responsibilities. 

✓ 2025 Theme: “Efficient and Speedy Disposal through Digital Justice” 

✓ The day commemorates the enactment of the Consumer Protection Act (CPA), 1986, which received 

Presidential assent on 24 December 1986. 

✓ The first-ever National Consumer Rights Day was observed on 24 December 1986. 

 

Q.1. In which year was Chaudhary Charan Singh posthumously awarded the Bharat Ratna? 

 A) 2023 B) 2024 

 C) 2025 D) 2022 

  Answer : B   .     

Q.2. Which novel by Vinod Kumar Shukla won the Sahitya Akademi Award in 1999? 

 A) Naukar Ki Kameez B) Khilega To Dekhenge 

 C) Deewar Mein Ek Khidki Rehti Thi D) Yasi Rasat 

  Answer : C    . 
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Q.3. What was the title of Vinod Kumar Shukla’s first published poetry collection? 

 A) Sab Kuch Hona Bacha Rahega B) Lagbhag Jai Hind 

 C) Kavita Se Lambi Kavita D) Atirikt Nahi  

  Answer : B   .   

Q.4. What does the acronym NUDGE stand for in the context of the Income Tax Department's 2025 

initiative?  

 A) National Unit for Digital Governance and Enrollment 

 B) Non-intrusive Usage of Data to Guide and Enable 

 C) New Universal Database for Government Efficiency 

 D) Networked Utility for Direct Guidance and Entry 

  Answer : B    .   

Q.5. What is the primary objective of the BHASHINI platform? 

 A) To provide high-speed satellite internet to rural India. 

 B) To act as an AI-led language translation system for Indian languages. 

 C) To develop indigenous hardware for 6G technology. 

 D) To offer a secure digital payment interface for international trade 

  Answer : B   .  

Q.6. How many Indian languages are currently targeted for support by BHASHINI's text features? 

 A) 12 B) 18 

 C) 22 D) 15 

  Answer : C   .   

Q.7. What type of missile system is the Akash-NG? 

 A) Surface-to-Surface Missile B) Surface-to-Air Missile (SAM) 

 C) Air-to-Air Missile D) Anti-Tank Guided Missile 

  Answer : B   . 
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Q.8. What is the cash prize awarded to each winner of the Pradhan Mantri Rashtriya Bal Puraskar 

(PMRBP)? 

 A) ₹50,000 B) ₹1,00,000 

 C) ₹2,00,000 D) ₹5,00,000 

  Answer : B   .  

Q.9. Which of the following is NOT a field covered under the PMRBP 2025? 

 A) Bravery B) Science & Technology 

 C) Business Administration D) Social Service 

  Answer : B   . 

Q.10. Which ministry is responsible for the PM-SETU scheme? 

 A) Ministry of Education 

 B) Ministry of Commerce & Industry 

 C) Ministry of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship (MSDE) 

 D) Ministry of Finance 

  Answer : C   . 
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