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Q. 1. Which of the following is the primary implementing agency for the NAMASTE (National 

Action for Mechanised Sanitation Ecosystem) scheme? 

 A) National Health Authority (NHA) B) National Safai Karamcharis Finance and 

Development Corporation (NSKFDC) 

 C) NITI Aayog D) Quality Council of India (QCI) 

 
 

Q. 2. The NAMASTE scheme is a joint initiative of which of the following Union Ministries? 

 A) Ministry of Social Justice & 

Empowerment and Ministry of 

Housing & Urban Affairs 

B) Ministry of Health & Family Welfare and 

Ministry of Rural Development 

 C) Ministry of Jal Shakti and 

Ministry of Labor & 

Employment 

D) Ministry of Women & Child Development 

and Ministry of Home Affairs 

 

 

 NAMASTE Scheme achieves milestone in advancing dignity and safety of sanitation workers.  

 The National Action for Mechanised Sanitation Ecosystem (NAMASTE) scheme has reached a 

major milestone in urban India, validating nearly 90,000 sewer and septic tank workers to date.  

 Launched as a collaborative effort between the Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment 

(MoSJE) and the Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs (MoHUA), the scheme aims to eliminate 

manual scavenging and ensure zero fatalities in sanitation work.  

 Key Facts: NAMASTE Scheme  

 Joint Initiative: It is a Central Sector Scheme jointly implemented by MoSJE and MoHUA.  

 Primary Objective: To achieve zero fatalities in sanitation work and eliminate direct human 

contact with faecal matter.  

Answer: B 

Answer: A 
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 Financial Outlay: The scheme has a budget of ₹349.70 crore for implementation from FY 2023-

24 to 2025-26.  

 Milestone Progress (as of April 2026):  

 90,942 Sewer and Septic Tank Workers (SSWs) have been profiled.  

 87,037 workers have received Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) kits.  

 76,247 workers are now covered under health insurance schemes.  

 ₹34.17 crore in capital subsidies has been released for the procurement of sanitation vehicles.  

 Expanded Scope: In June 2024, Waste Pickers were officially added as a target group.  

 Implementation Agency: The National Safai Karamcharis Finance & Development Corporation 

(NSKFDC) is the primary implementing body 

 

KEY INDIAN GOVERNMENT SCHEMES SPECIFIC OUTLAYS, 

DURATIONS, AND EXTENSIONS IN NEWS 2025-26 

 Export Promotion Mission (EPM) 

 Financial Outlay  ₹25,060 crore 

 Tenure/Duration  six years (2025-26 to 2030-31) 

 PM Dhan Dhaanya Krishi Yojana (PMDDKY) 

 Financial Outlay  ₹24,000 crore 

 Tenure/Duration  six years (2025-26 to 2030-31) 

 Mission for Aatmanirbharta in Pulses 

 Financial Outlay  ₹11,440 crore 

 Tenure/Duration  Six years (2025-26 to 2030-31) 

 National Critical Minerals Mission 

 Financial Outlay  ₹34,300 crore 

 Tenure/Duration  seven years (2024-25 to 2030-31) 

 Critical Mineral Recycling Incentive Scheme (CMRIS)  
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 Financial Outlay  ₹1,500 crore 

 Tenure  Six years, from FY 2025-26 to FY 2030-31 

 Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana (PMFBY) 

 Financial Outlay  ₹69,515.71 crore 

 Tenure/Duration  Five years (2021-22 to 2025-26) 

 Vibrant Villages Programme-II (VVP-II) 

 Financial Outlay  ₹6,839 crore 

 Tenure/Duration  2024-25 to 2028-29 

 VVP-II will be implemented in strategically important villages across 17 States and Union 

Territories. 

 MERITE scheme 

 Financial Outlay  ₹4200 crore 

 Tenure/Duration  2025-26 to 2029-30 (five years) 

 Viksit Bharat Rojgar Yojana 

 Financial Outlay  ₹99,446 crore 

 Tenure/Duration  August 1, 2025, to July 31, 2027 

 PM-SVaNidhi 

 Financial Outlay  ₹7,332 crore 

 Extended until  March 31, 2030 

 Pradhan Mantri Kisan Sampada Yojana (PMKSY) 

 Financial Outlay  ₹6,520 crore 

 Tenure/Duration  2021-22 to 2025-26 

 PM E-Drive scheme 

 Financial Outlay  ₹10,900 crore 
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 Tenure/ Duration  Extended to March 31, 2028 

 Remission of Duties and Taxes on Exported Products (RoDTEP) scheme 

 Financial Outlay  ₹18,233 crore 

 Tenure/Duration  Extended until March 31, 2026 

 PM-KUSUM scheme 

 Financial Outlay  ₹34,422 crore 

 Tenure/Duration  Extended until March 31, 2026 

 Jal Jeevan Mission 

 Financial Outlay  ₹67,000 crore 

 Tenure/Duration  Extended until March 2028 

 PM Mitra scheme 

 Financial Outlay  ₹4,445 crore 

 Tenure/Duration  seven years (2021-22 to 2027-28) 

 National Hydrogen Mission 

 Financial Outlay  ₹19,744 crore 

 Tenure/Duration  FY 2023-24 to FY 2029-30 

 National Quantum Mission 

 Financial Outlay  ₹6003.65 crore 

 Tenure/Duration  eight years  (2023-24 to 2030-31) 

 ELI Scheme (Employment Linked Incentive Scheme) 

 Financial Outlay  ₹99,446 crore 

 Tenure/Duration  August 1, 2025, and July 31, 2027 

 National Mission on Edible Oils – Oilseeds. 
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 Financial Outlay  ₹10,103 crore 

 Tenure/Duration  seven-year period from FY 2024-25 to FY 2030-31 

 

 

Q. 3. Who are the MD & CEOs of Bank of India (BoI) and Bank of Baroda (BoB) whose tenures 

were extended for three years in April 2026? 

 A) Rajneesh Karnatak and Sanjiv Chadha B) Atanu Kumar Das and Debadatta 

Chand 

 C) Rajneesh Karnatak and Debadatta 

Chand 

D) Ashwani Kumar and Rajneesh 

Karnatak 

 
 

 The Appointments Committee of the Cabinet (ACC), chaired by Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi, approved a three-year tenure extension for the MD & CEOs of Bank of Baroda 

(BoB) and Bank of India (BoI).  

 This decision aims to ensure leadership stability and strategic continuity for these major public 

sector lenders.  

 Bank of India (BoI):  

 MD & CEO: Rajneesh Karnatak  

 New Term Effective From: 29 April 2026.  

 Initial Appointment: He was first appointed on 29 April 2023 for a three-year period.  

 Bank of Baroda (BoB):  

 MD & CEO: Debadatta Chand  

 New Term Effective From: 1 July 2026.  

 Context: He took over leadership of BoB on 1 July 2023. The extensions were granted under 

the Banking Companies (Acquisition and Transfer of Undertakings) Act, 1970.  

 The government typically allows a maximum tenure of up to 10 years for MDs and EDs of public 

sector banks, subject to a superannuation age of 60 years, to retain top talent 

 

 

 

Answer: C 
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Q. 4. Who has been appointed as the Executive Director of AU Small Finance Bank for a three-

year term starting April 2026? 

 A) Sanjay Agarwal B) Uttam Tibrewal 

 C) Vivek Tripathi D) Sanjay Kumar Hansda 

 
 

 RBI approves Vivek Tripathi as AU Small Finance Bank Executive Director.  

 The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) approved the appointment of  Vivek Tripathi  as the Executive 

Director (Whole-time Director) of AU Small Finance Bank for a period of three years, effective 

from April 24, 2026.  

 Prior to this elevation,  Vivek Tripathi  served as the bank's Chief Credit Officer. 

 

Q. 5. Who has been reappointed as the MD & CEO of HDFC Life for a five-year term starting 

September 12, 2026? 

 A) Amitabh Chaudhry  B) Keki Mistry 

 C) Vibha Padalkar  D) Niraj Shah 

 
 

 HDFC Life reappoints Vibha Padalkar as MD and CEO for five years.  

 The Board of HDFC Life Insurance has approved the reappointment of Vibha Padalkar as 

Managing Director & CEO for a second five-year term.  

 She has led the company as CEO since 2018. The new five-year term is scheduled to begin 

on September 12, 2026, and run through 2031.  

 The extension is possible because IRDAI clarified that its 15-year tenure cap applies strictly to 

time spent in the CEO role, not total years served on the board. 

 

  

Answer: C 

Answer: C 
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Q. 6. Which city has been designated as the UNESCO World Book Capital for 2026? 

 A) Rio de Janeiro, Brazil B) Strasbourg, France 

 C) Rabat, Morocco D) Accra, Ghana 

 

 

Q. 7. When is "World Book and Copyright Day" celebrated? 

 A) April 7th B) April 22nd 

 C) April 23rd D) June 5th 

 
 

 World Book and Copyright Day is observed annually on April 23.  

 World Book and Copyright Day is observed annually across the world on 23 April to highlight 

the importance of books, authors, and copyright in promoting knowledge, culture, and education 

globally.  

 UNESCO has designated Rabat, Morocco as the World Book Capital for 2026. While UNESCO 

often avoids a single "slogan," the 2026 focus is on literacy through multilingualism and using 

books as a bridge between generations and cultures.  

 April 23 marks the death anniversary of literary giants William Shakespeare, Miguel de 

Cervantes, and Inca Garcilaso de la Vega.  

 The day was first proclaimed by UNESCO in 1995.  

 

Q. 8. Which city is scheduled to host the fourth India-Africa Forum Summit (IAFS-IV) from 

May 28–31, 2026? 

 A) Mumbai B) Addis Ababa 

 C) New Delhi D) Nairobi 

 
 

 

 

Answer: C 

Answer: C 

Answer: C 
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Q. 9. What is the theme of the Fourth India-Africa Forum Summit (IAFS-IV) scheduled to take 

place in New Delhi in May 2026? 

 A) Unity in Diversity B) IA SPIRIT 

 C) Strengthening South-South Bonds D) Shaping a Sustainable Future 

 
 

 India will host the fourth India-Africa Forum Summit (IAFS-IV) in New Delhi from May 28-31, 

2026, strengthening ties with the African Union after a 10-year gap.  

 The Fourth India-Africa Forum Summit (IAFS-IV) is scheduled to take place in New 

Delhi from May 28 to May 31, 2026.  

 This landmark event marks the return of the summit to India after a 10-year hiatus, with the 

previous edition (IAFS-III) held in October 2015.  

 Key Facts About IAFS-IV (2026)  

 Theme: The summit will be held under the theme "IA SPIRIT: India Africa Strategic 

Partnership for Innovation, Resilience, and Inclusive Transformation".  

 Logo & Symbolism: The official logo features a lion, symbolizing the shared heritage, courage, 

and pride of both India and Africa.  

 Strategic Focus: The discussions will focus on moving beyond traditional "Lines of Credit" 

towards direct investments, digital infrastructure (UPI), and defense cooperation. The summit 

highlights the establishment of the IIT Madras campus in Zanzibar, Tanzania, marking a 

significant milestone in India-Africa educational cooperation.  

 

Q. 10. In which country is the Lower Arun Hydropower Project being constructed? 

 A) Bhutan B) India 

 C) Nepal D) Bangladesh 

 
 

 Patel Engineering recently won a Rs 1,593.08 crore contract for the Lower Arun Hydroelectric 

Project in Nepal.  

Answer: B 

Answer: C 
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 About Lower Arun Hydropower Project:  

 It is a 679 MW run-of-river project planned on the Arun River (a tributary of the Koshi 

River) in the Sankhuwasabha and Bhojpur districts of Eastern Nepal.  

 The project will be built under the build, own, operate, and transfer (BOOT) model.  

 The project is being developed by Investment Board Nepal and SJVN (a Central Public Sector 

Enterprise under the Ministry of Power, Government of India).  

 This is the second project awarded to SJVN in Nepal, the first one being the 900 MW Arun 3 

Hydro Electric Project in Sankhuwasabha District.  

 Key facts about Arun-3 Hydropower Project:  

 It is a 900 MW run-of-the-river hydropower project being developed on the Arun River in 

Sankhuwasabha District in Nepal. 

 

Q. 11. Which space agency is responsible for the Curiosity rover mission that landed on Mars in 

2012? 

 A) ISRO (Indian Space Research 

Organisation) 

B) ESA (European Space Agency) 

 C) CNSA (China National Space 

Administration) 

D) NASA (National Aeronautics and 

Space Administration) 

 

 

 Recently, the Curiosity rover, part of NASA’s Mars Science Laboratory mission, has found a mix 

of organic molecules on Mars.  

 About Curiosity Rover: It is a U.S. robotic vehicle designed to explore the surface of Mars.  

 It was launched aboard an Atlas V rocket in 2011. It has been moving around the Gale crater and 

Mount Sharp on Mars.  

 The rover is part of NASA’s Mars Science Laboratory mission which tested a novel landing 

method that saw the spacecraft descend on a parachute before its landing system fired up its rockets 

and hovered as the rover was lowered down onto the surface.  

 

 

Answer: D 
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Q. 12. Who is the author of the non-fiction book The Curious and the Classified: Unearthing 

Military Myths and Mysteries? 

 A) General Bipin Rawat B) General Manoj Naravane 

 C) General V.P. Malik D) Shiv Aroor 

 
 

 The author of The Curious and the Classified: Unearthing Military Myths and Mysteries is 

General Manoj Naravane (Retired), the 28th Chief of the Army Staff of India.  

 The book was inspired by Shashi Tharoor's A Wonderland of Words. Naravane aimed to explore the 

"quirks and peculiarities" of the Indian military in a similar anecdotal style.  

 It unearths lesser-known military lore, such as the origins of the phrase "Chak de Phatte," the 

legend of Baba Harbhajan Singh, and the story of the military mule Pedongi.  

 This is his second major release following his 2024 debut novel, The Cantonment Conspiracy. His 

highly publicised memoir, Four Stars of Destiny, remains unpublished due to clearance issues.  

 Other Recent Works by Gen. Manoj Mukund Naravane:  

 Four Stars of Destiny: An Autobiography.  

 The Cantonment Conspiracy. 

 

Answer: B 
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Q. 1. National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI) incorporated which subsidiary to 

specifically manage and grow the BHIM app?  

 A) NPCI International Payments Limited 

(NIPL) 

B) NPCI Bharat BillPay Limited (NBBL) 

 C) NPCI BHIM Services Limited (NBSL) D) NPCI Data Services Limited (NDSL) 

 
Q. 2. When was the Gyan Bharatam National Manuscript Survey officially launched across 

India? 

 A) March 16, 2024 B) January 04, 2025 

 C) March 16, 2026 D) September 12, 2025 

 

 

Q. 3. Bharat Petroleum Corporation Limited (BPCL) was established in which year and where is 

its headquarters located? 

 A) 1976; Mumbai  B) 1952; New Delhi 

 C) 1977; Chennai  D) 1956; Kolkata 

 

Q. 4. In which Indian state was the world's first liquid nano urea plant inaugurated? 

 A) Rajasthan B) Uttar Pradesh 

 C) Gujarat D) Maharashtra 

 

 

 The Prime Minister inaugurated the first plant at Kalol, Gujarat. 

 

  

Answer: C 

Answer: C 

Answer: A 

Answer: C 
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Q. 5. What is the primary focus of India's SAGAR initiative, launched in 2015? 

 A) Promoting land-based connectivity projects with Central Asia 

B) Enhancing security, economic cooperation, and development in the Indian Ocean 

Region (IOR) 

 C) Creating a military alliance to dominate the South China Sea 

D) Building space surveillance satellites with Russia 

 

  

Q. 6. Muga silk, known for its natural golden color and extreme durability, is endemic to which 

Indian state? 

 A) West Bengal B) Assam 

 C) Karnataka D) Manipur 

 

Q. 7. Dhokra Art, a traditional metal casting craft using the lost-wax technique, is most 

prominently practiced in which of the following regions? 

 A) Andhra Pradesh & Tamil Nadu B) West Bengal, Odisha, and Chhattisgarh 

 C) Gujarat & Rajasthan D) Punjab & Haryana 

 
 

 

Q. 8. Longpi pottery, a traditional handcrafted art form, is located in which Indian state? 

 A) Nagaland B) Manipur 

 C) Mizoram D) Arunachal Pradesh 

 

Q. 9. Where are the traditional Santhal Cotton Sarees predominantly woven? 

 A) Mayurbhanj district, Odisha B) Bhagalpur district, Bihar 

 C) Purulia district, West Bengal D) Ranchi district, Jharkhand 

 
 

 

Answer: B 

Answer: B 

Answer: B 

Answer: B 

Answer: A 
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Q. 10. Which type of industrial infrastructure development is prioritized under the BHAVYA 

scheme? 

 A) Greenfield Industrial Cities 

B) B) Plug-and-Play Industrial Development 

 C) Special Economic Zones (SEZs) 

D) Micro-enterprises expansion 
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